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N OUR TIME the novel has become the principal form of literary
expression. It is within the best novels that one finds the clearest
¢ interpretation and the keenest criticism of life. It is a common fal-
lacy to speak of fiction as if it were “light” literature, unworthy of
gerious attention, and to group all other kinids of books together, without
much discrimination, as the only profitable reading. But a book that stim~
ulates the imagination or the emotions may be in the best sense educa-
tional, and many books written with distinet educational purpose are of
Little real value. Besides this, fiction is now more widely read than any
other sort of literature, and therefore it is through this medium that those
who would move men today make their appeal.

In the large ontput there is, nevertheless, much trash. As Cervantes
once said : “There are men that will make you books, and turn them loose
into the world with as much dispatch as they would a dish of fritters,”
. and much of the fiction of the day fails to rise above what somebody has
i called “promiscuous mediocrity.”

Standards of taste differ, and librarians are not infallible. Never-
L theless there is a fairly distinct line separating the wheat from the chaff.
It should always be remembered that the selection must be uninfluenced by
nal bias, and that merit in & novel is not confined to its literary style,
but includes other values—notably truth to life, high ideals, broad human
interest and the power to furnish sane and healthy entertainment to the
| gverage reader.
These principles, if applied in practice, will necessarily exclude many
| books of the day, which in six months or so will be forgotten. But under
| ghis standard no book of abiding merit will be disregarded ; there are too
 few of them.
' No two public libraries have the same local conditions, but unless
books are to be bought without discrimination the problem of selection
"must be faced. This, of course, is where the question of fietion becomes
 {roublesome. It cannot be ignored, however, since no public library can
¢ buy all, and in most cases only a few of the novels of the day, and every

_publig library is morally bound to z ; ;

* make the best possible use of its
In reply to an article in “When to

funds.

Read,” it can be said that muscular
work reduces the power of the brain.
When the food is being digested the organs

, conducting this work mneed blood. The

Muscular
Work

Reduces blood therefore leaves the brain and flows
away to assist the stomach and intestines.

Brain 1f, nevertheless, the brain is put to hard
reading, the blood will

Power ng will be drawn away to

the brain. Poor digestion and difficult
reading must certainly result. “You can’t
do good work by doing two things at once.”
I tried an experiment once in order to
iprove this. Before departing on a bicycle ride one day I fastened.a watch
on the handle bars, At one time there was a clear road on a smooth boule-
mrd. Taking advantage, I rode on at top speed, urging every muscle in
iy legs to its utmost and at the same time keeping my eyes:fastened on
ithe watch. What happened? 1 tried fo read the time, but the letters
dimmed before my eves. The muscles in my legs required so much nour-
 ishment that the blood hurried there from the upper regions of my body.
Another case: I have attended high school and on oceasions done con-
siderable physical labor. Suppose that after a hard day’s work, worn out
‘with fatigue, I should have attempted to solve a problem in geometry or
write an English essay. Do you suppose that my brain would respond?
‘Hardly. A feeling of listlessness and a dull mind would have resulted.
At some gymnasium meeis I have noted that the participants pre-
pared their home work beforehand. G
. 8o, too, in regard to examinations. No pupil should think of study-
ing the night before an “exam.”
All famous athletes refrain from too much mental exercise,

By S. S. Uradeain, Utica, N. Y.

Anyone who belietes that woman’s_field
of activity in business is limited should be
convinced to the contrary by reading the
following figures from a report of the
London board of trade: Women bankrupts
were less numerous than in 1910, the figure
being 399, against 495,

The woman grocer was the least success-
ful among the tradesmen of the sex, taking
the number of failures as a criterion; the
woman milliner and dressmaker next, then
the woman draper and haberdasher, and,
fourth, the woman lodging house keeper.

Married women are slightly in the majority of the failures (161) and
gingle women greatly in the minority (81). There were 157 widows. The
woman bankrupt entered into many fields,

Among others one notes in the list eleven bakers, four butchers,
seven farmers; five fishmongers, four nurses, two photographers, eight res-
taurant keepers, five schoolmistresses, six tobacconists, two gardeners, nine
toy dealers, six stationers and three undertakers,

Women
Make
Good in
Business
Field

By J. K. Harpsion, Bosten, Mass.

i Of all the experiments the world has
ever known, it strikes me very forcibly that
Aviation s

Chﬂnces chances for success the most hopeless, The
- other day at the Clearing aviation field an-

Seem

Most

other life was sacrificed, thereby adding

one more name to the long list of those that
Hopeless

By Jeasie Adumsen, Cicers, I

have been killed.

Some persist in believing that the end
for which they are striving will be accom-
plished. But are not the odds too great
against them and the loss of such brave and
fearless men a loss to-the world in general?
When one resliz-s the anxiety and sorrow caused in each individual
Case, it seems that some action ought to be taken to prevent such legalized
form of suicide, even though, for reasone unknown to the vast number of
doubters, aviation be all that can be wished for.

I dare say that humanity will never suffer for the need of it.
The world will progress without it till the end of time.

The saving of those two aviators from a watery grave by the pon-
toons under their hydroaeroplane suggests that if a couple of balloons were
..Md for safety in the cther element avistion might be less hazardous.

memlebnbnibﬂtdvimmhlinonbnt&mﬁlkmdhdl,m
bet he often sneaks up a side street and orders a steak.

Dector person
but a bee hive 1s

we'll

tells us that the sting of a bee will cure rheumatiom,
not & bandy thing to have around the house.

ASHINGTON.—Now that the sea-

shore and mountains have prac-
tically closed thelr seasons and each
steamship ia bringing its quota of
Americans from Europe, soclety in
Washington s preparing for the sea-
son. Changes In the diplomatic corps
fortunately will take from the eapital
only & few of its gifted and versatile
members. governments have
long made it a point to send to Wash-
ington gifted representstives. No
sooner had Marchese Cusani, the Ital-
fan ambassador, been appointed to
Washington than it became known
that in his own country he had a repu-
tation as a portrait painter. His por
trait of the late King Humbert is re-
garded as a masterplece. In the em-
bassy are many products of his brush.
Mr. James Bryce, the British ambas-
sador, is, of cousse, one of the noted
scholars and writers of the world, and
Mr. Jusserand, the French ambassa-
dor, possesses lterary gifts of a high
order,

These serious activities on the part
of the elder diplomatists are balanced
by the talents of the younger men
forelgn ecolony.
Jonkheer Loudon, minister from the
Netherlands, is an accomplished plan-
Mme. Loudon also

Diplomatic Circle Is Remarkable for I’s Versatility

Ilun' at many private entertainments.
The members of the family of the
Costa Rican minister and Mme. Calvo
are versatile musiclans, and thelr
friends often have had the pleasure of
hearing a recital by the younger ones,

Viscountes Benolst d'Aszy, wife of
the naval attache of the French em-
bassy, could easily make her living
should it be mnecessdry, by fash-
loning movel favors for cotillons. She
entertains a great deal in Washington
and when she i& at home in Paris
For her coflllions she usually invites
peveral of her friends to help her
make the favors, such as fanecy ple-
ture frames, little French baskets and
attractive waste paper baskets of fan-
ey cardboard and crepe paper. She
is regarded as one of the most gifted
amateur actresses in Parls and Wash-
ington.

Another sccomplished young mem-
ber of the diplomatic circle 1s Mr.
Henri Martin, charge d'affaires of the
Bwiss embassy. He can write
tastic verse with the ease of &
fessional poet, can cut all sorts
tancy figures on lce or roller skates
and can dance a clog with the finish
of a vauderille performer. Mr. Han
fel, charge d'affaires of the German

fan-
pro-
of

Bach, of the Russian embassy, alse
are fancy dancers.

Mr, Mitchell Innes, counsellor of
the British embassy, directs his ener-
gles to more practical things when not
engaged in diplomatic affairs. As &
gardener he has had success and he
finds his chief recreation in “putter
ing around” the garden of his homs
in Washington.

experts of this country that th
seroplane in the future will determin:
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most In the world In aviation. We
were the first to recognize the possi-
bilities of the aeroplane in warfare,
but have been handicapped in farther
ing their study by the small numbers
of officers willing to enter the avia-
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“] am in favor of encouraging
aviation In every posaible way, for 1
firmly belleve that it is not idle talk
to say that battles In the fhture may
be fought in the alr. If I had the pow-
er | would increase the pay of the
officers who enter the aviation school
There should be some compensation
for the risk to which they dafly put
their lives. lho_pmm.thl
next seasion will pass the pending bill
increasing their pay 20 per cent

“Our recent army maneuvers, In
which the aeroplane was used extem-
sively, proved that aviation is no long-
er an experiment, but a practical sei-
ence. General Bliss In his report to
me of the maneuvers states that the
value of the asroplane for scouting
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Washington the Home of

ASHINGTON Is known as the
homs of the man on "horseback,”

the latter also to that of the Mexican
war. Of Civil war leaders there is &
far more plentiful supply, among them
Sherman, Sheridan, Thomas, McPher

Advertising
Talks

ADVERTISING COPY
NEEDS DISTINCTION

Most Successful Ads Are Those
That Attract Greatest
Attention.

By Glonﬂl-_W'. MERCER.

It your style of advertising is to be
distinctive and in a class by Itself, or
unusual, your copy of every printed
snnouncement, or otherwlse, must tell
& story in words or p or both.
It must serve a , distinctive
purpose, indicated by some trade ne-
cessity, season phase, public need or
transient circumstance, eithér singly
or jointly and universaily. The ad-
vertisement that is not distinctive
and has not a style of its own is the
advertisement which falls to bring
advantageous results, either directly
or indirectly, although not instantly,
no matter how cleverly written, illus-
trated, created or circulated.

There never was, or never will be,
an acceptable substitute for sound
metal legitimate goods. or honest
men. The consclous satisfaction of
possessing the genuine, to say noth-
ing of the recognized and megotiable
worth of the real thing, outweighs
every consideration for the tawdry and
the false, however artfully disguised.

tive and will ring, or show solid gold
if it possesses that Ingredient of 24
carat. It must be genuine to possess a
style of its own.

One of the most distinctive adver-
tising features of any retail business
is the merchant’s show window. It
is in his show window that the mer-
chant can create a style of his own.
Originally, the window performed its
complete function when it introduced
into the establishment as much light
as its varyinig degrees of opaquepness
and the universal presence of dust
laden cobwebs permitted. That was
fn the “good old days™ before the
store window was promoted into the
sales division and forced itsell into
its present place at the head of the

the show window cannot be obtained
in any other way. Hence, the mod-
ern show window,

pane of plate glass, two walls and &
background, 1 would ke to have
someone name it. The development
years Is

compound.-

The prineiple is this: “Every one
wants to buy what he can.” The con-
verse of this principle is about 20 per
cent. true, that is, “No one wants to
buy what he cannot see.” Your ad-
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Your advertising copy will be distine-

say that it is the proof, the set up.
that counts the most of all. Your
story may be well told but if it is not
well made your efforts can be count-
ed as lost. The printer that handles

eyes on.

BEST NEWS IN THE PAPER

Classified Advertising an Efficient
Salesman and Interesting to
All Readers.

Several mewspaper men from differ-
ent cities got to discussing the other
day what was the best mews in the
newspaper they were reading togeth-
er. One of them insisted that the
game between the leaders in the two-
league baseball championships at-

vertising, under the heads of Wants,
For Sales, To Rent, ete. He argued
that the information in these ool

more to people’s daily lives.
The women, he contended, were par-
ticularly affected by such advertise
ments as those for housemalds, and
of housemalds looking for positions.
Even if they were not looking for
servants themselves, It threw a
bright light on their own household
troubles.

The men, he sald, were touched by
the things that were being offered for
sale. The farmer found out
his competitors was trying
of market produce; owners
were interested to see
houses were selling for.
rented houses were al
out for something better than
they had.
Whether or not the
brother was right, it is certain
8 column of classified advertising
| ways comes down very close
life. It is scanned by a great
people who enjoy seeing what
are trying to buy or sell,
they are not searching for
themselves.

If then you have any unsupplied
wants, or you wish to sell anything.
it you want a better job, if you
help, the classified ad in
newspaper gives you an audience
ening with keen interest
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ADS CUT HIGH LIVING cOST

Advertising a Public Benefit and of
Great Help In Alding Proper Dis-

i
;
i

i
J
i
i
#8 3

L
HiH]
.!E E
- E
it

kg

?
£
!

|

¥
:
B
§
;
-]
F
§
:

]
|
g
:

i
;Eﬂ%ﬁl
e;’ilﬁ

ri%!i!i;

g
§

§

1

:
:

i

?
i
i
£
18
$11

|
T
|
|
i

{
cE]
5
i

bis search, as he{ “But I saw her at the window fust
some valuable paper in | Dow." .
case. the '!qnlﬁnmnh"

your copy is the man to keep your |

HANDY IN A POULTRY YARD

Water Device, Shown (n the Illustra-
tion, Works Automatically—
How It Is Made.

The {llustration given herewith
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