BACK YARD FARNER

Interesting Pointers on Garden-
ing for the City Man or
Suburbanite.

WHAT TO PLANT AND WHEN

Advice by an Expert on Agricultural
Matters—Chickens and Winter
Laying—Ralsing Bmall Fruit
~—Garden Information.

By PROF. JOHN WILLARD BOLTE.

It you want eggs next winter, you |
must get some of this year's chickens |
This is the |
most important consideration in get- |

hatched mighty soon.

ting winter eggs. Get the pullets
hatched early, keep them growing as
fast as is safe, get them into their
winter quarters before snow flies next
fall, and you will have no trouble get-
ting the eggs from your flock while
most of your neighbors are paying five
cents apiece for theirs.

Of course there are a number of oth-
er things that are of prime importance
in securing a satisfactory number of
eggs during the off season, but the
one great essential feature I8 early
hatching. With some breeds of chick-
ens the middle of February is none too
early for the first hatches, and Ply-
mouth Rocks hatched then will often
begin to lay early In August, and will
lay right through the winter without
skipping. The smaller breeds can

come along in March and early in |

April, but pullets hatched later than
this will frequently fail to mature be
fore cold weather sets in, and will
often be delayed several months In
starting to lay.

The pullet that lays her first few
eggs before frost stands an excellent
chance of keeping it up right through
the winter. The pullet that does not
lay before frost s frequently discour
aged from exercising her acquired
function until the advent of the nat-
ural laying season, and that is when
we qeed her eggs least of all

Old hens do not, as a rule, begin' to
lay until toward the end of the win-
ter. They molt late in the fall and
are not in full feather before cold
weather comes on. Getting, as they
necessarily do, a long rest, their eggs
are usually larger, heavier shelled,
more fertile and more hatchable than
those of pullets that have been laying
during the cold weather. For this rea-
son it is much preferable to set eggs
from mature hems for hatching pur-
poses.

When you are saving eggs for hatch-
ing, be sure to gather them as soon as
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avoid the possibility of the germ get-
ting chilled. Eggs will freeze in a re-
markably short time in the nest. Nev-
er attempt to set eggs that have been
chilled.

Bring the eggs into a room with an
even temperature above the freezing

polnt, place them in a receptacle with-

the small end downward, and cover
them up to prevent evaporation. Set
them as soon as possible after laying,
as It has been proven time and again
that every day which passes lessens
the chances of an egg to hatch a
strong lvely chick.

Unless you are golng to set at least
a hundred eggs this spring an Incuba-
tor will not pay yom, except in the
fact that it will enable you to hatch
your chickens whenever you desire to
do so, Instead of waliting for hens to
feel inclined to set. For the average
city poultry keeper an Incubator is an
extravagance. The small flock will
not lay eggs fast enough to fill up the
smallest incubator, and it will be bet-
ter either to depend on hens for your
hatching under such conditions, or to
buy day-old chicks from some of the
large hatcheries in your vieinity. The
setting hen is a great nulsance in ev-
ery way, and she is & persistent time
killer, wasting not only her own time,
but that of her owner, but man has
never yet been able to develop a
brooding device that would take her
place in the small flock. For this rea
son, even If you do buy your liftle
chicks, it will be well to have a hen
about ready to come off when you get
these chicks, slip them under her the
night they arrive, and she will raise
them as If they were her own.

Raising Small Fruit.

April s the very best month to set
out & new strawberry bed, although
some climates will permit of this be
ing done earller, and many successful
beds are set out as late as June 15.
Select well drained, warm land which
has been used for a garden patch the
previous year, if possible. Perfect
dralnage 1§ highly important for straw-
berries. Plow or spade the ground
from six to eight inches deep, turn-
ing under a couple of inches of well-
rotted stable manure, and then cultl-
vate the surface until it Is very fine
and smooth.

Buy gocd plants from your seeds-
man, ar, better still, from some man
who hgs a good strawberry bed al-
ready started, and be careful to get
good strong plants which are not run
down. The variety which will do best
on your soil depends so much upon
Jocal conditions that it is not possible
to give advice in this department, but
you will be safe in getting your plants
from any relinble seed house or from
some grower in your neighborhood
who has a successful bed of his own.

The rows may be placed from two
and & half to three feet apart where
the bed is to be cultivated by hand, or
four feet where a horse cultivator is
to be used. Make a furrow just deep
enough so that the plant roots are
well spread and the crown of the plant,
the point where the roots and the
stems join, Is just above the surface
of the soll. Cover the roots deeply,
and tread the soll firmly around the
plants. Pick off the blossoms and dead
leaves and keep the blossoms ofl the
plants during the first season so as to
conserve the emergy of the plant and
get it well established. Be careful not
to allow the roots of the plants to be-
come dry before they are placed in
the ground.

Some of the plants are perfect and
2an fertilize the seed, while other

.

plants in the same bed do not produce
pollen, hence require pollen from oth-
er plants to produce fruit. For this
reason it s a good plan to set omne
row of perfect plants for every two
rows of the imperfect plants, although
this rule admits of a great deal of
variation.

As soon as the plants are set in the
ground, water them well to bring the
| soil particles in close contact with the
roots, and then either cultivate the
ground between the rows or cover It
with straw to prevent weed growth.
The cultivation is much preferable
during the first season. However,

| many successful growers find it ad-

| visable to cover the ground with

straw until after the fruit is harvested
|from & bearing bed, as It not only
prevents the growth of weeds by
shading them, but it keeps the ripen-
Ing frult from being covered with mud
when it rains during the picking sea-
son.

The plants should be set about 18
| inches apart In the row, and the run-
| ners, or vinelike tendrils, must be
{ kept back with a hoe the first season.
! Preparing the Garden.
| Any one who has a little patch of
| back yard can have a vegetable gar
| den this year. By all means make the
| effort. It can ot only furnish you

| with delicious, fresh vegetables, but

STRUCK BY BALL BAT;
BARKS FOR 25 YEARS

Unique Diagnosis and Surgery
for Old-Time Rooter Hurt
by Pitcher Stivitts.
SBhamokin, Pn.-;tnmln[ the other

day from Philadelphia, where be took
Fred Sanders to a hospital for a dell-

!ute and difficult surgical operation,

after an odd afliction suffered for 26
vears, Dr, Fred Steck expresses hopes
of its entire success,

At the height of an exciting baseball
game as Ashland, 25 years ago. be
tween Aashland and Shamokin, in the
Central Panneylvania league cham-
pionship series, Jack Stivitts, after
ward a pltcher on many metropolitan
fields, woht to the bat. Fred Sanders,
a Shamokin rooter, stood close by, and

| you will get health and pleasure out of |

| its care,

- [
| I your soil is sandy it will produce |

| the early crops to great advantage, and
| you can get radishes, lettuce, and sim-

flar vegetables several weeks ahead of
! your nelghbor with a clay garden, but
| the sandy soll does not stand the hot
| dry weather of the summer months as
| well as the clay or loam. For this
reason It is usually desirable to cover

of barnyard manure and loam or black
muck soll to give it some body and
moisture retaining power. This top
dressging should be evenly spread on
just before plowing in the spring and
it should be thoroughly turned under.

A leamy soll is ideal for general gar-
den erops, the sandy loam belng a lit-
tle earller, and the clay loam a little
better In the hot weather. Loam solla
do not need any other treatment than
| manure, every other year, unless the
location s too wet. If this is the
| ease, either surface or tile drainage
will have to be installed in order to
secure the best results,

Clay, either blue, yellow or red, is
| about the toughest proposition the gar-
dener has to tackle. It possesses plant
food in abundance and ean be made to
bear profitably, but it will need a lot
of cultivation and treatment of various
kinds before it can be handled with
ease. In the first place it must be
plowed or spaded deeply in order to
break up the solid texture of the soil.
Large quantities of well rotted ma-
nure containing considerable straw
should be plowed under every year,
and at the same time it will be well
to plow under about two Inches of
sand, or sandy loam. After the last
crop has been taken off any portion of
the parden in the fall, sow the vacant
ground to some fast growlng cover
erop and turn it under just before frost
cuts it down. All of these factors will
| assist in loosening a heavy firm soll,
| allowing better penetration of air and
| water, and reducing the tendency of
the soll to form large hard clots.

Don't strip the soil from a new gar-
den. Turn it under by all means, as
it will make the texture .of the soll
very much better. The greater the
amount of decaying plant matter you
can Incorporate in the soil, the better
will be your crop.

Plow or spade your garden as_soon
as the soll is dry enough to “scour”
off the plowshare nicely. Plowing be-
fore this will leave the soll in a clod-
ded or puddled condition and 1t will
take a couple of years' hard work to
correct this mistake, If the sgil is
heavy. With sandy or loamy solls the
time of plowing is not so important as
they are not liable to form eclods, and
they can be plowed when much drier
than & clay. The owner of the clay
patch or the muck garden, has to be
extremely careful regarding this Im-
| portant feature, however.

After plowing, the treatment of all
kinds of soll is practically the same.
Cultivate, rake or harrow the scil un-
til the surface, which is known as the
seed bed, Is as fine as you can possibly
get it. The finer the better for all
kinds of seed This is because the par-
ticles of soll can get Into eloser physi-
cal touch with the little seeds and
plant roots. They hold the soil water
closer, and make their food epntents
much more avallable for the roots.

Plart Food From Waste.

To utilize tre now wasted sources
of plant food I ihe purpose of an In-
creasing number ©f patents—a most
excellent sign of the times. Onay eof
the latest schemes is the garbage
converter. This process sxtracts the
grease and some of the other car
bonaceous matter from city garbage;
the residue s burned for making
producer gas to be employed in genm-
erating electric power. The escaping
nitrogen is caught In the form of sul-
phate of ammonia, and the ash remain-
ing after combustion is rich in pot-
ash and phosphoric acid,

Good House Emulsion.

The following emulsion has given
excellent results in ' ridding house
plants of mealy bags and scales: One
pound of good white soap, melted, and
add to it, while hot, one teacup of coal
ofl. Mix one part of this emulsion
with ten parts of water and use as a
spray to dislodge the pests. Keep in
bottles well corked and after routing
the enemy apply once in a while as &
preventive,

Increasing Poultry Returna.

It is not stretching the truth to say
that if farmers marketed their poul-
try in the very best possible condition
their receipts would be Increased
one-third. Neither i8 it stretching the

conservers of moisture than
ones. A twelvetooth cultivator
more use Ilp saving molsture
five-shovel cultivator. A
vatlor hm-:.:t e w

useful in conserving
moisture.

a very sandy plot with several Inches |

when the bat slipped and fled from
Stivitts' hands, the willow struck San-
ders on the back of his head, and left
him yelping like a dog, his vocal

| beiroay

The Willow Struck Sanders.

cords having been strained by the
blow.

Sanders is in the Medico-Chirurgical
hospital, Philadelphia, hoping he will
be cured. Surgeons there were great-
ly interested in the strange case, and
will do their best to cure the vietim,
who is forty-three years old and in ap-
parent good physical condition, other
than at frequent periods, when he is
in the throes of a violent convulsion,
caused by his vocal cords contracting.

During his sojourn at the hospital
he will stand before & moving-picture
apparatus and have photographs made
of himself, so that the surgeons may
become acgualnted with his different
positions during convulsive attacks.

LOCATE FAMOUS CORK LEG

Gen. Santa Anna's Artificial Limb
Among War Relice In lllinois
Memorial Hall.

Austin, Tex.—Not until a short time
ago did Governor Colquitt know that
the cork leg of Gen. Sania Anna was
among the war relics in Memorial
hall of the Illinois state capitol. The
information came to the governor
from a Texan. The governor imme-
diatedy corresponded with the [Il-
nols authorities relative to the pos-

sible removal of the relic to Texas.

A letter from the adjutant general,
department of Ilinois, received the
other day advised him that the [li-
nois state law prohibits the removal
of war relics after they have bean
once housed in Memorial hall. The
governor will make mo further effort
to have the relic removed to Texas.

Gen. Santa Anna's cork leg was
captured by three members of the
Fourth [llinols volunteers of the
Mexican war at_the battle of Cerro
Gordo, Mexico, on April 18, 1847.

DOG BEGS CORN FOR HENS

Had Carried Away 14 Ears Before
Owner Discovered Where It Was
Being Taken,

Bangor, Me—William Robinson of
North Anson thinks he has the know-
ingest dog in Maine. The other day
this dog, Duke, came into the barn
where Mr. Robinson was husking and
begged an ear of corn, got it and trot-
ted away. Agaln and again the dog
came back until he had carried away
fifteen ears.

Mr. Robinson went out to see what
had become of the corn and found
Duke sitting in the midst of an ad-
miring flock of hens, which were feed-
Ing greedily on the corn as the dog
looked on, wagging his tail in satis-
faction

BALD HEAD WORTH $10,000?

Miner Thinks 80 and Sues for That
Sum as Damages—Accident Cauned
Halr to Faill Out.

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Is the loss of a
man’s hair, which forever after makes
his dome resemble a billiard ball, and
the possessor of the bald pate the re-
cipient of numerous jokes, worth $10,-
0007 Alfred Pacifico, a coal miner of
Bellaire, 0., thinks so, and has sued
the Rail and River Coal company for
that sum.

The suit ig being watched by thou-
sands, as it is the first of Its kind In
the history of this vicinity.

The plaintiff says he was run down
by a mine car and sulfered injuries
that caused his hair to fall out

Surs. Thing!
Paris.—The first National congress

Would “Lick™ Newspaper Men,
New York.—Again
were two or three “fellows” in thig
town who own “nasty "

IGE BOAT PLUNGES

THROUGH AIR HOLE:

Two Princeton Boys Have Nar-
row Escape on Frozen River. -

HUNG ON FOR LIFE

Had Removed Their Heavy Overcoats
and Gloves and Were Almost Frozen
While Waiting in the Frigid Water
for Rescuers to Arrive.

Redbank, N. J—Hanging to an up-
turned runner plank of an ice yacht
that struck an air hole and was sink-

Ing in the middle of the Shrewsbury

river, two Princeton freshmen, KEd-
ward 8, Lloyd, son of Willlam B.
Lloyd of the firm of Lloyd & Co,
bankers and brokers, of New York
efty, and his college chum, Robert
Lester of Kansas City, Mo., were res-
cued from the icy water the other
afterncon with a life buoy thrown
them by County Detective Elwood
Minugk and William Conover, who
heard their yells for help from the
Monmouth Boat club house, The young
men arrived at the Lloyd home on
Riverside Drive, New York, the day
before for a visit over Sunday on the
north shore of the Shrewsbury. Mr.
Lloyd was anxious to try out his new
ice yacht, Caprice, and to show his
chum what a thrilling sport iceboat-
ing was,

For Mr. Lester had never been on
an iceboat before. With young Lloyd
it the tiller and his chum lying in the
cockpit, they were flylng up and down
the river in a heavy northwest wind,
when suddenly the iece began to crack.
Bkipper Lloyd tried to slow up, but
before he could stop the ice ywh't
plunged through an alr hole. Both
young men were thrown out, but man-
aged to get back to the sinking craft.

Up to their waists in the water,
and hanging on for dear Iife, the
Princeton boys yelled for help to an-
other ice yachtsman down the river,
but got no answer. Hearing thelr
yvells and seeing their plight, Detee-
tive Minugh and Willlam Conover ran
for the Monmouth Boat club buoy and
a long rope and ran over the ice to
the scene of the mishap. The young
men had removed thelr heavy over
coats and gloves and were almost
frozen while walting In the frigid wa-
ter for rescuers. Just before the vie-
lims made & try to swim to the hard
lce, Detective Minugh threw the large
buoy to the ifce yachtsmen, on which
they were drawn to the surface of the
hard ice. Another iceboat salled up
at this time and on this yacht the
frozen college boys were taken to
shore near thelr home, by means of
the rope, which wis lassoed to the
bows, The iceboat was pulled out of
the hole by the detective and Mr.
Conover.

The college young men could not
thank their rescuers enough and left
for Princeton with new wearing ap-
parel and a thrilling story to tell their
clasemates, an axperience which they

ala g

MAKES ITS HOME IN
DESECRATED GRAVES

Mysterious Beast Rends Coffins
and Scatters Human Bones
—Roars Scare Women.

Shelbyville, Ind.—The most uncan-
oy sensation that has stirred Bhelby
county in recent years has taken a
firm grip on residents near the Patter-
son cemetery, east of Lewis creek.
Graves in the cemetery are being de
spoiled by some animal or agency,
and none of those who has taken an
interest in the situation has been able
to solve the mystery.

Burrowing into the graves, the beast
rends coffins, scatters bits of broken
weod, spinal columns, arms and leg
bones on the surface and roars like a
iion when intruders approach too near
the scene of its operations. At first
the belief prevailed that woodchucks

Graves Were Being Despolled.

were doing the work, but this theory
bas been abandoned, as none of the
animals have beer seen in the ceme-
tery.

The situation was first discovered
by women who went to the cemetery
to put some graves of relatives in bet-
ter condition. They discovered, &
great hole in one of the graves. ey
started to investigate, but were greet-
od with a roar from the grave which
sent them from the cemetery with
guickened eteps and blanched faces.
They have not since returned.

Men of the neighborhood then went to
jhe cemetery armed with picks, shov-
els and guns. They found bones and
pleces of coffins scattered over the
graveyard. They dug Into several
despoiled graves and found they had
been used as the home of some animal,
but they have been unable to deter
mine its species.

The work was pursued with vigor
until the men struck a grave where it
was feared the despoiler was at work.

ere the men lost their nerve and

e declared they were as badly
frightened as the women. The work
of trying to unravel the mystery is
etill on and the despoiler is as busy
as ever,

SEE “HA'NT” CLIMB A TREE

Hundreds of Searchers After Weird
" Light Are Now More Mys-
tified Than Ever.

Gas City, Kan.—A phenomenon, or
2 "ha'nt,” or whatever it may be, Is
terrorizing this village. First regard-
ed as a joke, the affair has become so
serious that it is sald that at least
three cf the most superstitious fami-
lies are preparing to move. The
“ha'nt” takes the form of a light
which appears on a ledge just outside
the town and performs gqueer antics

Two hundred persons, some curious,
some skeptical, some fearful deter
mined the other night to clear up the
mystery and went to the vieinity of
the “haunted” ledge. The light ap-
peared as it has for a number of pre-
vious nights and its appearance was
greeted by screams on the part of the
w who, with the more timid of

Threw a Life Buoy to Them.

will .nol. soon forget. It was the Kan-
sas City boy's first and probably last
lce-yacht ride.

CHILDLESS FRENCH FAMILIES

They Number 1,800,000, While 2,900,
000 Have But One
Child Each.

Paria—The president of the League
of Fathers and Mothers, a large fam-
{lles .dociety for the promotion of in-
creased population in France, has had
an interview with Premier Briand, du-
ring which he submitted to him some
remarkable figures bearing on the
marriage question in this country.

He shows that there are at present
1,350,000 Frenchmen over thirty who
are single, while the number of un-
married women 1is still greater. There
are 1,804,710 families childless, 2,966
171 have one child, only 2,662,000 have
two children, 1,643,415 have three,
987,392 have four, 666,768 have five,
and 684,620 have between gix and sev-

HE WILL ROW, ROW, ROw

Army Quartermaster Plans to Pull a
Boat Way Down the
Mississippi.

A

the men hurried home.

A half dozen men, armed, then
started to the top of the ledge. In
close formation, shoulder to shoulder,
they tried to catch up with the light,
but, will-o-the-wisp-like, it zigzagged
along the ledgs, climbed a tall cak
tree, from which point it was visible
for quite a distance, then it descended
to within a few yards of the searchers
mounted the crest pf a hill and disap-
peered in a nearby pond

Those who clalm to have seen the
light it varies in size from that of
a small bulb to that of a bushel meas-
ure. While many of the citizens be
lHeve that the light is a phenomenon
which can be explained by sclentists
most of the populace is convinced that
it is a sure enough “ha'nt.”

BED TOO BIG FOR THE DOOR

After Application of Saw and Hatchet
It Reached the Desired Loca-
tion Through Roof.

Lansdale, Pa.—The mere fact that
a big, old-fashioned bedstead that was
a prized possession would not by any
ordinary means go into the house did
not prevent Millton Gerhard from
placing the bed in the exact spot
which*fie desired to have It oecupy.

When he found that the bedstead
could not be taken in through any of
the doors or windows Gerhard climb
ed to the roof with a saw, ha*chet and

| other implements. Then he ripped off

the shingles and cut away the rafters
for a space as large as the bed Next
the bed was hoisted to the roof and
lowered into the attlc Here the floor
blocked Gerhard again. but a hole was
made in that and in the ceiling of the
room beneath and them the bed was
placed just where Gerhard had wanted
it to be all the tima.

Some!
London—A " tallor's window In
Northampton displays this sign: “Mes.
seur's habiliments fashionably fabri
eated, metamorphosed and depurated ™

URING the sumner season Just
concluded there has been n|
appalling number of deaths In‘
the Alps, and in Europe there
has been quite a ccnu-ovmy|

88 to whether mountaineering as a

Bport should be encouraged, and

whether mothing can be done to min- |

imize those disasters, |

For the mountaineers it has heen |

pointed out that most Alpine fatali- |
tles have usually very little connec |
tion with the sport of mounuineer-i
ing. In these days all sorts and con- |
dizions of men and women visit the |
“Playground of Europe.” The cosmo-
politan host sweeps up the vain val
leys, and many, perforce, escape “far
from the madding crowd” by clamber-
ing about dangerous mouctain eides,
often in search of edelwelss—which
has a fatal fascination formany tour
ists—or other rare plants, and explor |
ing crevassed glaciers, even above
the snow line.

“Think They Have Two Necka™

Many of these amateur mountain-
eers are Austrian and German tour-
ists, who flock Into the eastern Alps,
descending from Germany by way of

M ieh and I . In#t. and &
westward from Vienna. Encouraged |
by the great German Alpine club, with ]
its vast membership, these tourists |
treat the mountains in the mos: dar
ing and reckless manner, }

“Austrians,” sald a Tyrolese guige,
recently, “have only one fault as
climbers—they think they have two
necks.”

In one year at Cortina there were
8ix deaths in the immediate neighbor-
hood within a week—most of them
solitary elimbers,

It is a frequent occurrence In the
Alps to come across solitary climbers,

would have been hurled to
death on the glacier far below, g
not this German climber been jgal
enough to have two men "l‘i T

able to help him, there would has
been one more death rded
amongst Alpine accidents, 54

In the regions of the eve
Snows many deceptive dangers jue
Snow-covered crevasses on the highs
glaclers are a veritable death trag i
careless mountaineers. The tead
ghould always be worn in such
and the party shouldd never consls
of less than three members.
of these two rules is a grolifie
of catastrophe. In the case of a
of two, if one should fall ¢
through a snow-bridge over g
vasse, his companion is helpl
pull him out,

A few years ago, below the Col
Geant, two brothers Wwere lost in thy
manner, and from markings in |
snow it was found afterwards that |
elder brother had bravely
to rescue the younger. He had
out for many hours; but at last,
ing to sever the rope, he was
to his doom in the depths of

vVasse. "1

BdFied by an Avalanche:
In passing along the w

final cormice, 1t suddenly gave
under the mmateur, and he

mind, he flung himself down
posite side of the ridge, thus
two lives. The rope cut deep
the snow above, but held firm,
Among hairbreadth escapes In
pine regions Mr., Gosset's
adventure on the Haut de Cry

GOLD PUT TO STRANGE USES

People of India Hoard Precious Metal
and Otherwise Divert It From
Commerce.

sands to form a center to each
pane in the window of his pal
India occuples the position
creditor nation on an immense
a fact which renders
goid imports a matter of )
portance to the rest of the world #
seems assured that these imports I
year were not only a fresh racord, bl
will attain a total not less than 28 per
cent. of the world's output. This fotsl
it is stated, is owing to the unin
rupted prosperity of the country,
lowing a succession of good



