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By WALTER WILLIAMS, LL.D.
Wisn of thn Sehased of Jonroelom of e Uity of Al

Islands. — No old
maids are to be
found in the
South BSea Is
lands. There are
no “unappropriat-
ed blessings.” No
widow remains &
widow many
days. There are
no “odd” women.
The bachelor giri
{s one product of
civilization which
has not yet found
way to these
tropical islands,
though cigarettes
and liquor are
here in ample
measure The
widow tears her
hair, gashes temples, put on mourn-
ing, then, in a few days adopts half-
mourning, and, shortly afterward,
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Marriage customs vary in different
fslands and among different tribes.
Usually the bride is bought from the
village by payment of shell-money,
canoes, weapons or other articles of
value. Bometimes she is stolen
When the husband tires of her and
sends her away or she divorces him
by desertion, the articles of value or
their equivalent must be returned, a
primitive alimony.

Betrothal In Babyhood.

In Kaiser Wilhelm land, the Bis
marck Archipelago and other scat-
tered islands of the German posses-
sions in the Pacific, as indeed In
most lands in this great ocean, the
betrothal takes place when the pro-
spective bride and bridegroom are ba-
bies and they have nothing to say
about it. In onme tribe the girls are
betrothed at the age of five years
and from that date until th'dr mar-
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IN THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDS
Gap, Caroline;ods that great nation employs at

home. The German posseesions com-
sist of German New Guinea (Kaiser
Wilhelm Land) Bismarck Archipelago,
Marshall lslands, a part of the Sa-
moan group, the Caroline Islands and
the Mariana Islands. The native pop-
ulation 1s about 600,000.

The contrast between the British
and German governmental administra-
tion of their South Sea Islands is
marked. The British interfere as 1it-
tle as possible with the native. The
governor of Papua, British New Gul-
nea, issued & proclamation recently
condemning the undue sale of Euro-
pean clothing to the native. A shell
necklace and a grass loin-cloth, the or-
dinary wearing apparel, he evidently
thought were conducive to morality
and progress. The German insists up-
on Berlin regularity and upon the na-
tive b ing Ger ized as far as
poesible and at once. The native po-
lice army of the Bismarck Archipela-
go all wear the German military
though the climate forbids the coat
and trousers! “Self-government?” re-
marked a German officlal at Raboul,
“how can we give self-government
to cannibals?

Natives Enslaved In Copra Traffic.

Copra is king In the SBouth Sea Is
lands. Copra is the dried flesh of the
cocoanut and is used for soap, oll and
many comsnercial purposes. One Ger
man firm, with headquarters at Maron,
bas 500,000 cocoanut trees from which
copra is being obtained. The devel-
opment of the copra Industry has
brought some commercial prosperity
w0 the islands, but it has brought also
many of the demoralizsing vices of
civilization. There are honorable
merchants engaged in the business,
but there are also many low-class trad-
ers or “beach combers,” who dis-
grace the name of white man. Blave
labor, through a system of enforced
servitude called euphemistically a la-

On a 8duth Pacific island.

riage, five or ten years afterward, they
are kept imprisoned in bamboo cages
from which they are released Tor only
an hour once & day. Despite this
close imprisonment, they grow up ap
parently strong and in good health.
Romance is absent from the betrothal
ceremony which Is concerned altogeth-
er with pigs, canoes and tomahawks.
Husbands Wen by Cookery.

The second marriage differs In this
tribe from the first in that the widow
bas her husband selected for her by
her relatives, but she must win him
by her skill as & cook. As soon as
the man is selected, the widow, with
her cooking pots, is taken to his house.
Bhe prepares and cooks his food and
when he returna in the evening offers
it to him with her own hands. S8hould
he accept, the marriage is established,
but if the lady be not attractive in his
eyes he clicks his tongue, a peculiar
Papuan note of disapproval, and she
must leave to try her culinary skill
on another man. The good cook near
1y always wins, whether or not she ia
good looking. Not ln America alone
is husband won or kept by “feeding
the brute.” The American girl who
wears & cook apron gracefully will
get her best young man sure!

A story is told in New Guinea of &
Papuan widow who was an Indiffer
ent cook. She cooked Uinner every
day for three weeks for the man se-
lected to be her second busband, while
the wily prospective bridegroom,
knowing what was in store, took all
his meals with his father. Finally,
seeing the case was hopeleas, she re-
moved the cooking pots, her Imple
ments of warfare, to the house of
another man where she—and her din-
ners—proved irresistible. .

Germany's lslands.

Germany's possessions in the Pack
fie ocean mre not large. They are
mere stepping stones along the ocean's
highways, thrusting themselves above
the surface of the sea as the ancient
stepping stones in Columbia, Missouri,
or Pompeli, rise above the level of the
strests. Germany holds to them with
tanacity, bowever, and governs them
with the sams amtocfatic police meth-

bor-recruiting system, has nearly ev-
erywhere been introduced as neces-
sary for the copra industry. It is not
strange to find that the native fears
the white man. Wherever possible
the white man, trader or: planter, In
the South Beas forces him to labor,
when he had never worked before, and
carries him, a practical slave, for this
labor to cocoanut plantations on dis-
tant islands.
Good Work of Missionaries. -

The German missionary has done
and continGes to 4o much good among
the natives. For making conditions
better in these lonely but beautiful is-
lands much credit is due to the Ger
man missionaries—as in other lands
credit is due missionaries of other
nations. The missionary seldom re-
ceives the meed of praise he merits.
A new Acts of the Apostles could be
written from the stories of the lives
of the missionaries, men and women,
out in these outposts of German civ-
llization. True, there is a divided and
discordant Christianity, to the shame
of Christianity here and at home. Com-
petition still exists among Christian
sects when co-operstion has succeed-
ed competition in the business world.
True, there are unworthy mission-

and women who are engaged in splen-
did adventure for God and man in
the

with his work, facing loneliness, pri-
vation, disease, death. Fourteen mis-
sionaries on the island were killed by
hostile natives. His life was threat
ened and for a long time in imminent
danger. He never faltered. He went
about alone among the natives, preach-
Ing, teaching, healimg with simple med-
icines the sick, leading into gentler
ways the natives, "half savage and
half child.” Cannibalism was stamped
out, slavery and polygamy disap
peared,

The Mative Converts.

Six thousand converts are the frulta
of eight years' labor of this man and
his mssociates. Nor are these con-
verts merely “rice Christians,” as the
native Christians for revenue only are
contemptuously called In some coun-
tries, but men and women who lose
in present posétion, socially and ma-
terially, by adoption of the new faith.
They are accepted as converts on pro-
bation for three yeara, during which
time they must lead upright lives, so-
ber, industrious, before they can be
recelved into the church communion.
After baptism they are dropped from
the rolls or placed again on probation,
should they fall into thelir old and evil
practises. Even the most captious
critic in the islands has only words of
commendation for the work of Pastor
Wenzel and his colleagues. The re-
sults in the lives of the natives
brought under thelr influence are too
patent to be sneered away. And the
German Methodist missionaries in the
German islands of the Bouth Seas are
types of the hundreds who labor for
humanity's betterment in the world's
dark places.” Of such stuff are gen-
uine heroces made.

(Copyright, 1914, by Joseph B. Bowles.)

SEES PROBLEM FOR ENGLAND

Trouble Over Ulster Mas Been the
Cause of Much Comment Through-
out France.

The conficting reports and rumors
with regard to the attitude of the offi-
cers of the British army toward the
crisis in Ulster created a painful im-
pression in France. French history
has more recent instances of similar
events than that of England. The mu-
tinies in the south when the troops
refused to mave against the rioting
wine growers led to a general disloca-
tion of the French army with s view
to avolding the use of local com-
scriptas against their own friends and
relatives; but perhaps a closer par-
allel is to be found in the refusal of &
few officers to obey their orders dur-
ing the taking of the church invento-
ries under the church and state sep-
aration law. Those officers were at

lifet telegraphed:
you; you have dome your duty. Dura
lex, sed lex.”

That officers who belong to a nation
whose sense of discipline is the ad-
miration of the French should have
tendered their resignations rather
than obey orders is regarded as a sign
otthoutrmemdtyn!;.homum
which the Petit Parisien fears may
lead to an Irish Vendee.

SUN SUFFERS CONSTANT LOSS

Amount Has Been Figured by Sclen-
tists, Due to Its Radiation
of Energy.

The svork of Elnsteln on the prin-
ciple of relativity shows that a body
which radiates energy loses a portion
of its mass depending on the energy
radiated. It follows that the sun,
which continually radiates energy, ie
constantly losing mass. M. J. Bosler
has calculated that the sun loses &
mass equal to that of our earth In
30,000,000 years.

If it be assumed that the mass thus
lost is gravitational mass, it follows
that the length of the year Increases
by eix seconds in a million years, and
that in the same time the mean longl-
tude of the earth is affected in such
a way as to produce a variation of
one-tenth of a year, that ls, a retar
dation of 36 days in the seasons.

Buch variations are too minute to
be observable. In stellar systems pos-
sesting a higher temperature the ef-
fect would be much more marked, for
the energy radiated by a body varies
as the fourth power of ita absolute
temperature,

If, as M. Nordmann believes, there
exist stars having a temperaturs six
or seven times that of our sun, their
radiation is one or two thousand
times as intemse. Thus, If the tem-
perature of Algol ia 13,800 degrees, it
is calculated that at the end of 2,000
years the eclipses of Algol suffer a
retardation of about 13 minutes.

Many Deaths In the Alps,

EXPERTS ANTIDOTE
FAILED 10 WOR

Snake Trainer, Owner of 500
Reptiles, Dies From Punc-
ture in Wrist.

BITTEN BY A KRAIT

Estimated. That Their Bites Cause
Fully 20,000 Deathe Annually g In-
dia—8ald to Be Lots of Them In
That Country,

Calcutta, India.—The death occurred
here recently of s man for whom it is
claimed that he was without equal in
hie skill in handling snakes. This was
Professor Fox, an Australlan snake
farmer, who came to India a little time
880 to prove the eficiency of what he
claimed to be a perfectly sure antidote
to the virus of a snake. 5

Fox bad been successful in all his
experiments with animals in the Cal-
cutta %00, and had just treated a goat
whkich had beem bitten and was lean-
ing on a box conotaining poisonous
snakes when a krait, one of the most
venomous of Indian snakes, escaped
and punctured Fox's wrist in five
places.

Fox, who had often spbmitted to
snake bite in order to show the efli-
cacy of his antidots, was In no way
perturbed and treated four of the bites
at once. Later in the day symptoms
of polsoning developed and the tiny
fifth puncture was discovered. It was
then too late, as the antidote only acts
if applied at once, and Fox died the
same evening.

Fox was well kmown in Australia.
His snake farm was a few miles out-
side of Bydney. where he kept over
five \hundred smakea, most of which
he had caught in the brush. His busi-
ness was to extract the poison from
the snakes and sell it to the chemists,
and for this purpose he farmed snakes
.as other people farm pigs or poultry,
and moved sbout his-stock as fearleas-
ly as if they were rabbita.
his snake hunts he tracked his
th the cunning and patience of
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Handlied Them Without Gloves.

a cat and could see a snake's trail
where It was absolutely invisaible to the

ordinary eye.

Having found a snake, probably
asleep after & meal, he had to get It
alive and uninjured into his bag. He
rrrely tried to lift up a colled snake. It
was & most dificult thing to do, and
he always preferred to catch the rep-
tile when, stretched to its full length,
it was gliding away from him. He then
approached from behind, caught it
firmly by the tail, and as It turned its
head to strike he would catch it by
the neck also and place it in the bag.

A fighting snake—for Instance, a
tiger snake—he preferred to tire out
before attempting to handle, and
would feint and dodge for an hour on
end as the snake, with head slightly
ralsed, darted at him, striking viclous-
ly this way and that He disdained
leggings or gloves and always worked
among his snakes with his shirtsleevea
rolled up above his elbows.

Fatal Alpine mountain idents
during the year 1913 numbered 118,
as compared with 119 in 1912 and 148
in 1911. The csuses of the accidents
were reported as follows: Avalanche,|
11; lightning, 6; storm, fog and snow,"
6; gathering flowers, 6; unintentional
descent from a snow fleld, 3; slipping
on the grass or sod, 3; struck by a
stone, 3; slipping on a rock, 1; struck
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BEETLE MAKES AUTO
CRASH INTO A POLE

Bug Alights on Driver's Clothing
and Distracts His Attention
From the Wheel.

Newton Centre, Mass.—A beetls
that alighted on the clothing of Law
rence Rice of Newton as he was driv
Ing his father's automobile toward his
bome the other afternoon, distracted
his attention from the wheel long
enough to send him crashing into a
telephone pole at the top of the incline
on Commonwealth avenue, near Lake
street.

Rice and his companion, John Car}
son of Newton Centre, had a narrow
escape from serious Injury, and the
machine was considerably damaged.
The car hit the pole with-such force
that the lamp on top of It was shat

Crashed Into a Telephone Pole.
tered. Rice was cut sbout the head

and sustained a possible fracture of ||

est vigllance had been exercised by

HUSBAND OF MANY WIVES

Man Convicted Under Mann Act Gaid
to Have Wed 18 Women in
15 Years.
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