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ALETCHER'S OWN
ORY OF FALL

OF VERA CALZ

Admiral’s Report Made Public by
the Department.
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PRAISES WORK OF THE NAVY

Deciares That the Efficiency and
Spirit of Officers and Men Brought
~ @peedy Conclusion—How Final
Advance Was Mads.

Washington.—Rear Admiral Fletch-
or's own story of the taking of Vera
Crus wes made public by the navy de-

t here. The report, dramatic
deapite Its officlal temor, covers the
whole action from the recelpt of Presi-
dent Wilson's cablegram early In the
morning of April 21 ordering the seis-
wre of the Vera Cruz customs house to
the complete pacification of the city.

The report shows that the Ameri-
ean paval forces had studied a plan
of selzing Vera Cruz even before the
order came from President Wilson.

" YWhen the command came the landing

of the marines and seamen and the
secupation of the city followed swiftly
and surely.

Admiral Fletcher gives unstinted
pralse for the discipline and spirit of
the officers and men under him.

Rear Admiral Fletcher's report fol

“When the cablegram of I a m
April 21 to selze the customs house wa-
pecelved the following officers were in
my cabin: Capt. W. R. Rush, U. 8. N,
eommanding naval brigade; Capt. H.

Rear Admiral Fletcher.

McL. P. Huse, U. 8. N, chief of staff;
Commander H. O. Stickney, U. 8. N.,
commanding Prairie; Lieut. Col W. C.
Nerville, U. 8. M. C., commanding ma-

. yine regiment. They had been called on

board to be informed of the situation
and to assure me that the plans pre

i viously prepared for the employment
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of the naval forces against Vera Cruz
were understood by them, and that
they were prepared to carry them out.

“The method of procedure adopted
was to lard marines from the Prairie,
Florida and Utah, and the seaman
battalion from the Florida, and to
#elze the custom house, rallway ter-
mina]l and cable office. The seaman
battalion of the Utah was held on
board awaiting news of the Ypiranga

“At 10:30 a. m. the Prairle report-
od, 'Am ready,’ and I directed Captain
Rush to land his brigade and carry out
orders.

“The following signal was sent to
the Prairie at 10:50 a. m.: ‘Land and
take pler No. 4; be prepared to cover
landing by necessary gunfire’ At
11:45 a. m. the Prairie signaled, ‘Bat-
tallon has shoved off.” The landing
foree of the Florida shoved off at the
mame time and was jolned by the Pa-
Dama contingent of marines from the
Utah. This made a total force of 787
officers and men, of whom 502 were
marines, all under the command of
Capt. Willlam R. Rush, U. 8. N., cap-
taln of the Florida.

“At 11:55 a. m. Rush signaled, ‘“Tele-
Sraph und post office occupied and do-
Ing business as ever’ This was fol-
lowed by: ‘Firing in town; no casual-
tles an vet,’ and at 12:21 p. m.: ‘Com-
Wenced firing on shore; federals have
eommenced firing on U. 8. troops.’

“Again at 12:30 p. m. Rush signaled,
"Ome thousand men with machine guns
mported in this vicinity; desultory
Bring st intervals; hurry Utah's
froops. | signaled Utah:
Battalion ashore; urgent; you may
#eam In closer’' At 12:41 p. m. Rush
Peported hisz first casualties,

“Immediately on landing the marine
tegiment, under Lieutenant Colonel

Neville, advanced up Callo de Montesi-

Ros, seizing the cable office and de
taching

one company to seize the

" Power plant north of the terminal sta-
Hon and 'u cover approaches from the
Westward slong the railroad tracks.

The head of the marine column had
Mdvanced {5 Avenue Fravo when, at

1157, thoy wore fired into from all di-
Pections

+ 'The marines’ Colt automatic guns
went into action at Independencia,
Cineo de Mayo, Cortes, Hidalgo and
Bravo, and cleared these streets im-
mediately. The me# took positions in
front of warehouses, lining the morth
side of Montesinos and fired at the en-
emy, who had occupled the housetops,
windows and towers on the opposite
side of the street. The marine regi-
ment was then ordered not to advancs,
but to hold its original position.

“In the meantime the Florida sea-
man battalion, under Lieutenant Wain-
wright, had advanced and seized the
customs house and customs ware
bhouse, post office and railroad terml-
nal. They were under steady fire from
the enemy In houses in Benito Juares
and Morelos streets, which was re-
turned. The artillery section of Flor
ida went into action In front of the
American consulate and shelled the
enemy out of the old lighthouse tower
on Benito Juarez street. When the
first report of casualties was received
the Solace was ordered from Tampico
to Vera Cruz by radio.

“At 1 p. m. I repaired aboard the
Prairie with Captain Huse and Lieu-
tenant Courts of my staff, and from
this point directed jolnt operations
ashore and afloat. The Prairie opened
fire at 1:10 p. m. with threeinch gun
on the enemy’'s mounted troops in the
sandhills beyond the city. Indirect fire
was used with a church tower as a
point of alm, range 2,500 to 3,000 yards.
The second shot fell among their
troops and drove them beyond the
sandhills.

“Sharpshooters in the naval school
building and the new market had been
firing steadily on pier No. 4, where all
of our boats were landing. Chiet
Boatswain McCloy, in charge of three
picket launches, armed with one-
pounder guns, put out from pler No. 4
and steamed full speed around the end
of fiscal pler, directly toward the na-
val school building.

“When within a few hundred yards
the launches opened fire gimultaneous-
ly with one-pounders at the windows of
the 'naval academy. They thus drew
the fire of the Mexican forces along
that section of the water front, but
located their position for the Prairie,
which Immediately opened fire with
three-inch battery over the heads of
the launches, silencing the fire of the
Mexicans in that section of the city.

“The picket launches in their gallant
dash were hit many times with rifle
bullets and three times with one-
pounder shell from the naval academy.
Chief Boatswaln McCloy was wounded
in the leg and one” was [fatally
wounded.

“3 p. m—1I did not desire to force
the fighting through the city and use
the guns of the ghips as long as there
existed a reasonable chance to avoid
this severe measure. Every effort was
being made to get into communication
with the Mtxican authorities, both di-
rect and through the American con-
sul, and to represent to them the fu-
tility of further resistance on their
part and the serious consequences that
would ensue.

“Any further advance at this time
of the day would have brought the
fighting into the most densely popu-
lated part of the city after nightfall.
It was, therefore, decided to hold our
present position.

“Desultory firing contlnued until
midnight, with occasional shots
throughout the night.

“At 9 p. m. the San Franclsco en-
tered the harbor and anchored 300
yards north of the Prairie. It Immedi-
ately landed its battalion of two sea-
man companies, which reported to the
brigade commander ashore. The
Chester entered the harbor at 15:05
a. m., April 22, and anchored off Sani-
dad pler. Its battalion of seamen and
marines was landed Iimmediately. * At
1 a. m. censorship was established
over the cable statlon.

“Rear Admiral Badger with five bat-
tleships of his fleet came to anchor In
the outer harbor and with my chief
of staff | repaired on board the flag-

ship at 2:456 a. m. After explaining
the situation to the admiral, he decid-
ed to land his forces and the seaman
and marine battallons of the Arkansas.
New Hampshire, South Carolina, Mich-
igan and New Jersey, landed at 4 a.
m., under cover of darkness and
promptly moved to their assigned po-
sitions joining the organization on
shore.

“Early in the morning of April 22
efforts to get in communication with
the suthorities were renewed. Hy
elght o'clock it was definitely ascer-
tained that the firing of the enemy was
not under organized control or acting
under the direction of competent au-
thority.

“The marine forces advanced
through all the streets to the north of
Avenida Independencia, where they
were met with heavy rifle and machine
gun fire from housea, hotels, hospital,
church steeples and military barracks.
They advanced slowly, clearing houses
and roofs of snipers and entering ev-
ery house in every block as they ad-
vanced. :

“The second seaman regiment under
Captain Aaderson, U. 8. navy, was
marched toward the waterfront and in
front of the new market, naval school
and artillery barracks. In crossing
the open ground between the naval
school and Benito Juarez lighthouse,
about three hundred and fifty yards
in width, they were met by a heavy
rifle, one-pounder snd machine gun
fire from the naval school building.

“This situation looked critical. The
Chester, Prairie and San Francisco
simultaneously opened fire with three-
inch, fourinch and five-inch batteries
| against the second story of the naval
school bullding. In a short time the
upper story was riddled by 40 shots
and the fire silenced.

“Our forces advanced efeadily

through the city, entering houses from
which they were being fired upon and
disarming the occupants. The Cbes-
ter, from a favorable position com-
| manding the southern part of the city,
| shelled the enemy out of houses along
| the water front, old Fort Santiago.
| and from the vicinity of the military
| barracks. By 11 a. m. our [orces were
| in complete possession of all parts of
! the city and fighting had practically
| ceased,
+  “The following signal was sent to
the cruisers Chester, Prairle, San
Francisco, and to brigade headquar
ters on shore:

““The division commander desires
to express his appreciation and ad-
miration for the splendid and efficient
work of the naval brigade In their cap-

effcient support given them by the
cruisers in the harbor reflect a great
credit on the accuracy of fire of their
gunners.

““FLETCHER.

“The Atlantic fleet under command
of Rear Admiral Badger approached
the harbor of Vera Cruz on the night
of April 21 at full speed, all ready to
land, and came to anchor in the outer
harbor several hours ahead of the ex-
pected time. 1am not allowed to com-
mend my superior officer, but I think
it only proper to say in this report
that Rear Admiral Badger during the
naval operations on shore at Vera
Cruz afforded me the most prompt and
! willing assistance and my slightest re-
quest or recommendation or call for
ald was in all cases met with immedi-
ate compliance. It Is a great pleasure
for me to record the thoroughly fine
and generous spirit that was shown
by him and his staff in their hearty
support of the work op shore.

“The work of the three vessels,
Chester (Commander Moffett), Pral-
rie (Commander Stickney), and San
Francl (Com der Harrison), In
gupporiing our troops on shore was
most effective and 18 deserving special
praise. Initiative and clear judgment
were required on the part of the com-
manding officers and the results
showed In a striking manner the effi-
ciency of the ships under their com-
mands.”

OLDEST AND YOUNGEST AT WEST POINT

‘Send your _:

At the graduation exercises of thre United States military academy at
West Point this year the oldest graduate of the academy was H. W. Gibson,

class of 1847, and the youngest was Q.

W. Welssenheimer of this year's class.

CAPTIVE GORILLA IS HAPPY

Bhe Smiles and Laughs and Likes to
Be Tickled—Has Very Bad
Manners.

New York —After a two-year search

" I the wilds of East Africa. the New

zoologiral expeditipn, headed by
R L. Garner of Philadelphia, bas cap-
fured a large female gorilla, said to be

finest specimen of the race ever

"> animal will be brought to New

York In Auguet. In a letter to Doctor
Hornaday, director of the New York
zoological park, he says that the ani-
mal which he has named Dinah, Is a
“rough house” creature, with an af-
fectionate disposition. Unlike most
gorillas, who are morose and sullen,
she I8 lively and poseessed of a happy
disposition, her captor says.

“Dinah,” Mr. Garner wrote, “is the
only gorilla I have ever known to at-
tempt a laugh or even a smile; but she
doea both when tickled under the arms
or on the bottom of the foot. She

chuckles audibly, in a manner closely
verging on a real laugh, and she seems
to enjoy being tickled.”

Dinah, however, has very bad man-
ners, according to her captor. She
eate “in a rude fashion, and stuffs her
self like a pig."

Miss Jane Addams on Jury.
Chicago.—Miss Jane Addams and
five other women composed & jury
which passed on the cases of 26 al-
leged insane women in the court for
the insane at the detention hospital.

ture of the city of Vera Cruz, and the |

WICKER'S MANY USES |

ARTICLES OF FURNITURE GIVE
DISTINCTION TO ROOM.

By No Means Costly, and Any One
With Taste WIIl Be Able to Select
Just What is Required for
ths Apartment,

While rooms are delightfully at-
tractive furnished throughout In
wicker, it still remains true that ome
or two pleces of wicker furniture add
distinetion to almost any room.
Sometimes this piece or two has been
added for effect; sometimes for com-
fort. Perhaps some of the oldar
wooden furniture has given out, and
some wicker has been added at »
lower cost than It would have beem
possible to duplicate the older pleces
for; or, again, perhaps it has been
impossible to match in color or kind
the worn-out furniture. Bo it can be
seen that wicker will solve many
problems, writes Ethel Seal Davis in
the Philadelphia North American

Among the different colors offered
for cholce, we find the natural willow
—unstained. And, Instead of this
seeming raw and crude, in some rooms
it gives s very unusual note, espe-
cially an bourglass armchair at six
or elght dollars. Another good color
fs mocha brown, and there are two
particularly sttractive greens—forest
and ses green.

A wicker sofs costs about thirty-
five dollars, the covering of the up-
holstered seat cushion belng extra.

In Dainty Wicker.

But a five-foot box davenport in wil-
low has been seen for $23. The
wicker flower stand is about four dol
lars and a balf, and the footrest, three
dollars.

Imagine a living room in a lttle
summer cottage furnished in this
wise: Cream walls and white wood-
work, & sage-green summer woolen
rug, sea-green wicker furniture, in-
cluding table, desk and desk chair,
davenport, window bench, book-
shelves, two straight wall chairs and
two armchairs—one a wing & the
other with a side pocket for maga-
rines. For the notes of color In this
room we will depend on the window
hangings, which are dull-rose uphol-
sterer's silk; the pictures, which
should all be framed In black, and the
flowers, which should be used in pro-
tushion.

One of the prettiest sets is a win-|
dow bench—a most attractive plece
of furniture, and a nifty little book
trough. What will we not adapt!
Time was when troughs were used
only for holding water or feed for
snimals; and here we have them in
our best Sunday-go-to-meeting rooms.
with books in 'em! In almost any
shop the seat might be priced at $156
and the book trough at eight dollars
in & 1x3-foot sise.

For Chapped Hands.

There is nothing better to keep your
bands from chapping, and to keep
them soft, than glycerine and vinegar.
Fill a bottle about half full of glycer-
fne, them fill up with strong vinegar
and shake well. Keep where It In
handy. After washing your hands and
while still moist put on a few drops
and rub until dry. You will never be
troubled with rough bhands.

Chiffon Blouses.

One of the interesting developments
of the styles Is the blouse of chiffon
or crepe de chine which shows a little
tucked vest of organdy or linen, with
a folding or flaring organdy or linem
collar. The use of handkerchief Hnen
with chiffon strikes one as a lttle
bheavy at first, but the combination I8
really attractive.

Unique Bridal Shower,

Give the bride who is going into &
new home a shrubbery shower, to
which each friend brings a buldb or
cutting of her favorite shrub, with éi-
rections as to its care. To have these |
lasting suggestions of friends would
make her new grounds not only a
place of beauty, but'a garden of happy
memories.

KERCHIEFS ALL IN COLORS

Modest Whits No Longer In Fashion,
Even for Wear With the After
noon Costume.

New handkerchiefs are a riot of
color. White kerchiefs are certainly
not on display. The fashionable hand-
kerchiefs to be worn with tailored
suits are in solid colors, or the same
thing with a quarter-inch hemstitched
hem in white. The colors run all the
way from a dainty shell pink, palest
blue and most delicate lavenders to
navy blue, dark brown and crimson

For afterncon wear the colors are
not quite so pronounced. There will
be the merest threads of color border
ing the white handkerchief or the inl-
tial will be worked in a color.

Again, the background of a white
embroidered letter will be of a color
woven in with the whits, but there Is
sure to be a touch of color somewhere.

While most of the handkerchiefs are
finished with a narrow hemstitched
hem, even for formal wear, there are
others showing the dainty scallop in-
closing a bit of mareira embroidery,
also the initial, all carried out in a
pretty color.

It would seem the polka dot never
goes out of fashion, for one of the new
designs shows In the center of the
handkerchief in a solid blue, while the
wide border is dotted with white.
Stripes, cubes and odd colorings may
be found by those seeking after the
freakish.

Borderings in plaids are new and
are not at all as loud as one might
think.

The white centers with wide border
of the plald finished with a very nar
row hem of lawn in the predominating
color of the plald are very smart in-
deed.

Those with solid, dark color centers
are nice, too, but they suggest the
handkerchief less than do thoss with
the white centers.

NOVEL FANCIES IN FOOTWEAR

Bhoes, With Thelr Trimmings, Have
Become a Most Important Part
of the Costume.

The fan-shaped plait and the rosette
are the prominent trimmings of the
house and evening shoe now, and the
place to wear them is at one eide of
the shoe instead of in the center.
There must also be a handsome ormna-
ment or buckle made of chased metal
with a buge colored cabochon stone in
the middle. L]

Brocade, gold and silver tissue, and
ribbon are used for the plaits, and
furnish a change from the tulle or
velvet background employed lately for
the purpose.

The value of the buckles makes the
remark “without ornaments” neces-
sary when the price of the footwear
js stated. They are copies in many
cases of old designs and some are so
cleverly contrived that they look real-
Iy antique.

Furniture brocade has been found
so comfortable for house footwear that
it is in high favor and the short,
raunded toe is popular, the rosettes
and ornaments making up for the paw
city of covering on the instep.

CHARMING ROBE

i

kind of sprigged Dolly V
rials, frilly to a degree, and
noon dance frock, which Is
pretentious fabrics.

af

FOR HOUSE OR STREET WEAR

One-Plece Styles, In All the Popular
Materlals and Colors, Ars Mak-
Ing Thelr Appearance.

With the advent of warm wdhther
and the nojacket season come
prophecies of gowns of & one-plece
style distinction, which are verified
daily by crepes and foulards.

These between-season costumes,
made of softly woven, beautifully
colored, exquisitely designed silks and
crepes, are the most fascinating
dresses of one’s wardrobe, except
those which are set apart for dance
wear uses.

For street wear, the most modish
fancles express themselves in dark-
toned silks, either black, blue or
brown taffetas, or charmeuse crepes,
enlivened by trimmings of brilllantly
hued Roman striping or else indis-
tinct but colorful plaided silks, whicu

repeat the color nmote of the plain | goes
materials

in thelr composition very

bappily
One

interesting model is made of

black taffeta souple, rather bouffant,
and, combined with a corsage
short yoke of black, green and
perhued plald, girdled with a
felt which is tied at the back of
wide looped bow, indicative of
fashion of the moment for
things.

The widely-fulled, thres-quarter
sleeve in edged, as is the meck plece
with white organdy, while & strip of
the plaid 1s coquettishly used to edge
the' hem of the rather short skirt

Slippers of black satin, buckled with
green. stones, provide another modish
touch worn with black silk hoslery.

When the Bustle Comes Back.
When the bustle comes back—and

RULES FOR RAISING BEEF IN THE SOUTH

Useful rules for ralsing beef success-
fully in the South are given in farm-
ers’ bulletin 580, just lssued by the
United States department of agricul-
ture, under the title of “Beef Produc-
tion in the South.” After discussing
in some detall the available pasture
lands and grasses, the bulletin sum-
marizes conditions as follows:

Eradicate the tick on the farm.

Good pastures are essential for
profitable beef production.

Plasit pasture grasses over the
waste lands.

Use pure-bred beef bulls for grad-
ing up the native stock

Always select the best heifers for
breeding purposes.

Use the coaree fodder, straws and
the stalk fields for wintering the
breeding herd.

Wean the calves when pastures get
short. Put them In the corn fleld
and pea flelds while weaning and

o teach them to eat cottonseed cake or

cottonseed meal,

Raise and finish beef cattle on the
same farm when possible.

A mixture of cottonseed meal, cot-
tonseed halls and alfalla hay is a

Excellent Type of S8heorthern.

The use of a small amount of corn
in addition to cottonseed cake has
proven profitable for feeding steecrs
on grass.

The bulletin, with its pages
and nine Illustrations, also ‘contains
an interesting discussion of the vari-
ous breeds most serviceable in grad-
ing up the native stock. It is sent
free on request.

GOOD PROFITS FROM CALVES

Experiments Conducted by Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Alabama
Station In Raising Beef.

The United States department of
agriculture and the Alabama experi-
ment station have been conducting ex-
periments In ralsing beef calves.
Eighty cows were kept and two bulls
were used on the herd. A very fair
average of 64 calves or calves from
B0 per cent of the cows was secured.
cured. .

During the grazing season the cows

run in corn and cotton fields and given
a small feed of cottonseed cake. The

!
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The greatest value of sheep in an
orchard is found probably in their be-
ing used as & means of fertilizing or
chards that are bearing

If put |n somewhat early In the
spring and fed a sultable supple-
mentary food with the grass which
the orchard may furnish, it will be
found that the sheep will thus convey
fertility to the land, and they will do
s0 in & marked degree If fed on rich
kinds of food.

Buch food may consist very largely
of wheat bran, which is in itself & val-
uable fertilizer.

It may be wise, to encourage the
sheep to eat freely, to add a little
grain in the form of oats.

A little oflcake will also Improve
the food.

The droppings thus left in the or-
chard will tend very much to its en-
richment.

The outcome will be that where this
|mhwunndinduﬂumﬂd—

8heep Thrive In ﬁc Alr and Sunshine and Pine and Fall Away When De- .
prived of These Essentlal Elements.

erable portions of the season, the
orchard will thus be provided with a
liberal application of fertility.

Protect Farmer's Friend.
Protect the toad. He is the farmer's
friend. Without toads it would be dif-

potato bugs, cut worms, celery
and such things. It is sald that a pet
toad in & farm residence will keep
free of files.

=

Btart With Good Breeders.

The beginner should start with good
breeders. Purebred animals can be
bad at Hving prices and are as good
for growing pork as prise animals
costing high prices.

Iindex of Worth and BkiiL
Uniformity In a herd Is the surest
index of the worth of the stock and the
skill of the breeder. A uniform lot of
! plgs well fed look betier when fat-
| tened and command a higher price om
the market than & mixed lot

Grow More Pork.

The high price of beef makes it
imperative that more pork should
be grown. To produce pork cheaply
s permanent pasture and forage
crops must be used.

Treatment for Shying Horse.

Never whip the shylng horse, for ft
will never fnduce it to approach the
object it shyed at. If a horse shies
talk to it, let it smell and sniff the
object It it likes. The pext time It
meets the object !t will pay no atten-
ton to it

Successful Farmer,

The farmer who is already begin-
ning to plan for next year's work is
the farmer who is likely to be sue
cessful again in 1915.



