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MONG the visitors to the hospitals
in which the English wounded are
assigned is a bent and pallid old
woman of eighty-elght. Painfully she
hobbles from cot to cot, giving a
flower here, a pat and a word of en-
couragement there. In appearance
she is no different from any old lady
of eighty-eight, unless the keen ob-
server may see that she has suffered great and
enduring sorrow.

The aged woman i# Eugenie de Montijo, for
seventeen years, 1853-1870, empress of the
French, wife of the Emperor Napoleon 111 and
mother of the ill-fated prince imperial, who was
in the English war against the Zulus in

old woman of sorrows has been an em-
of romance as well as of France. Grand-
r of an Irishman named Kirkpatrick and
Spanish lady, with her mother and sister she
the citles of Europe for seven years, look-
for a great marriage. Scarce of moble birth,
father was known as the count of

In & petty title at best, her chances
union seemed vague indeed. At the
ty-five she achieved a notable if not
marriage. No doubt it Is a very great
be empress of the French and reputed
the most beautiful and charming women
world and to set the fashions of the uni-
For it was to, Eugenie that the world
the terrible crinoline or hoopskirts and the
chignon of the sixties. Previous to the
of the prince imperial, Eugenie, very vain
ber figure, assumed the hoopskirt. The world
women followed suit to the great amusement
derision of their daughters and granddaugh-
Yet Napoleon IIl was far from belng a
man, though he was emperor of the
In the early fiftles the countess of Teba
two daughters, the elder l‘dark Spaniard,
4 type of northern beauty, chestnut
eYes, a perfect complexion and lovely
res, appeared at various European
capltals. The mother lived a semibohemian life
hotels, something which was not approved of
days, when grand ladies belleved that n
should live at home and visit only at the
of her friends. The girls were of an age
they should have been in & convent. So,
ve as they were, and popular, it was
that man; more men than women called
the Spanish countess and her daughters.
viewed the attractive Spaniards with
eyebrows of question and suspician. The
daughters of the countess of Teba were beautiful,
/parely so. They were not of great accomplish-
ments and it cannot be said that they were re
apected in the fullest sense of the word. They
were Interesting, they were lovely, but in the
early fiftles it was held that ladies of rank should
not live at hotels or be seen at public dining
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However, both girle made brilllant marriages.
The elder married-ihe duke of Alva, owner of a
‘historie titla fs marriage was regarded as a
‘trilumph for the managing mother. A wit said
that the ke was unfortunate in that she did

to marry both daughters to him by
diapensation, the implication being that not

" agy=Sihe pope could withstand the blandishments

iof the countess. No ome, however, imagined
“that the lady would be successful beyond her
“wildest dreams and see her younger daughter
.an empress, received with honor by the courts

‘toria of England.

Eugenie had been, it was sald, a good deal of a
gallante, or very forward lady in love
She had thrown herself at the heads of
young noblemen. At one time she had a
fancy for the Spanish count di Galva
and tried to commit suicide by swallowing shoe
blacking when he made it plain that he did not
. Women gauged her as a wild and un-
‘diseiplined girl, a sort of Lydia Languish, Becky
Lady Teazle combined, a girl caleu-
lated to fill the mind of even ardent suitors with
as to her conduct as a wife. BShe

‘two

distinetion of having married the famous soug-
‘gtress, Adelina Pattl. to the marquis of Cauxz, a
'‘marriage which turned out most unhappily. She
was superstitious, dealt with mediums, would
flirt audacioualy, yet was always cold and emo-
tionless within.

This was the young lady of twenty-five, who
‘appeared in Paris In 1851, just after Louls Napo-
leon, president of the republic, had accomplished
the bloody coup d'etat in which his troops shot
down hundreds of innocent persons along the
‘boulevards of Paris. But Napoleon cansed him-
self to be re-elected president for a term of ten
‘years, and later, in 1851, had himpself declared
emperor of the French.

The previous life of the new emperor had been
rather a dlscreditable one. He had been a con-
ble in London, a penniless exile in Hoboken,
had made several futile and ridiculous
restore the empire, his reputation
s silly, impracticable dreamer. He
disreputable love affairs and it
wn that an English woman who was
had his successful
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those of a semiliterate peasagt girl.

poleonic blood In
his veins. He was
personally brave,
he established a
brilliant court at
the Tuilerles and
promised to revive
the Napoleonic glo-
riese of France in
peace, not in war.
But he had had an illegitimate son in America.
he had been arrested in an evil resort in Paris,
he had been promiscuous in his love affairs, he
had an unattractive persomality, bad skin, poor
eéyes, poor carriage. Yet he was aitractive to
women who did not think he ever would be an
emperor.,

He was fascinated by Eugenle and made love
to her in an informal, easy-going manner. But
he tried hard to marry some princess of an es-
tablished dynasty. No woman of royal rank
would accept the adventurer. Had anyone sig-
nifled her willingness to do so Eugenie had never
been empress of the French.

It is said that he at firet offered her a mor
ganatic marriage. This she rgfused, and also
refused to see him again. Chance drove Napo-
leon into the marriage. His uncle, Jerome, for-
mer king of Westphalia, circulated a rumor that
he was incapable of marriage. Biamarck, it 1s
eaid, belleved the story. To disprove it, Napoleon
asked Eugenie de Montijo to share his throme.
They were married January 30, 1853, at Notre
Dame, Paris, and began a reign of seventeen
years, in which good was intermingled with much
evil :

Their positions were hard at first. Not being
of royal blood, royal familiea looked askance
upon them. They circulated all sorts of stories
about them. In his marriage proclamation the
emperor said: "I hope that she will revive the
virtues of Josephine.”
remembered the easy virtue of Josephine before
and after her marriage to the great Ovisican. A
postcard bearing the pleture of the empress had
this sentence upon it: .

“The portrait and virtues of the empress—all
for two sous.” !

None the less Eugenle's influence was great
Bhe urged her husband to undertake many en-
terprises that proved dangerous to his empire,
but for twenty years France was succeasful in
peace and in war. The court glittered. Every
form of pleasure was encouraged. The empress
shone with the supreme radlance of womanly
fascination. Parls was the center of interna-
tional society. Whatever Eugenle did was done
by the women of all the world She wore the
ridiculous crinoline and huge, fantastic chignon.
The world wore them, too. She had Haussman
remodel and rebulld Paris. The great boule-
vards and avenues of today are the work of the
little old woman who now moves among the
wounded in England,

In 1856 an heir was born, the little Louls,
whose end was to be so tragic. She dabbled in
politice and offended her husband. She even led
a party which opposed him in the chamber of
deputies. . He found out that the love letters
which had charmed him had been written by the
distinguished academician, Prosper Merimee,
hired by Eugenie to do it. When Eugenie had to
write herself, her letters were no better than
Asked about
it Merimee sald: “God gave her the choice be-
tween beauty and brains and she chose beauty.”

Cynical Paris roared. It
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should have chosen one of their
countrywomen.

However, in the end Eugenle was
received in all the courts ‘of Europe,
Napoleon won Victoria of England, &
very conservative queen, and Eugenie
made a conguest of Victoria’s hus-
band, Albert. France and England
fought against Russia in the Crimea.
Napoleon and Eugenie visited Lon-
don and the man who had been &
police officer on its streets was DOwW
received with royal honors and de-
clared an emperor by the grace ol
God. The beautiful woman who had
run the ‘gamut of life in every large
city of Europe and who had swal-
lowed blacking In an attempt n sul-
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cide. was now an empress, me
everywhere. She was thrice made
regent of France when her husband
was out with his army. BShe repre-
gented France at the opening of the
Suez canal in 1869. She had the es-
cort of the khedive at the first per-
formance of the opera “Aida,” for
writing which Verd! got 80,000 francs.

In many wise she had been her hus-
band's evil genius. She had urged
him to set up Maximilian as emperor
of Mexico that she might pstron.iu a
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le speaking her native tong
mn Maximilian fell the star of Na-
leon also waned.

w“ was the “empress' party” in the
chamber of deputies that forced the
war of 1870 11“ mt': t:::::x
poleon knew his coun w

for war with Germany. After
Gravelotte and Sedan he would have
returned to prepare for the defense
of Paris as Joffre retreated after the
defeats of Liege, Mons, Charlerol, La
Cateau and Maubeuge, but Eugenle
imperiously commanded him to re-
trieve his fortunes in thg field. Then
she discbeyed his most positive in-
junction and summoned parliament. She refused
to allow the king of Italy to enter Rome, though
he promised to lend France his army for the
privilege. She estranged italy and offended Aus-
tria, which might bave joined Napoleon against
Germany.

inek:ry the star of Eugenle declined. Her
husband was taken prisoner at Sedan and rushed
into Germany. The parliament she had sum-
moned against his order dethroned her and her
emperor. The glittering empire fell in a tre-
mendous crash. Her life was threatemed by
Apaches on the boulevards. In disguise, Doctor
Evans, the famous American dentist, helped her
to sneak out of Paris to the seacoast, where a
British yacht conveyed her to England. Stripped
of her glory in a few weeks, Eugenie settled in
& modest home given her by Victoria at Chisel-
hurst, England. Three years later Napoleon died
there of cancer of the stomach.

It seemed as if fate, which had lavished all its
favors on Eugenle, was now bent upon her de-
struction. Bereft of empire, husband, honors,
her cup seemed full to the brim. But the bitter-
est blow of all was yet to fall upon Eugenie. Her
son, Prince Louis, whom she brought up as heir
to the French throne, was killed in a petty war
against gavages in South Africa. He was an
amiable, attractive youth of twenty-three, with
excellent parts, when a Zulu assegal found his
heart. The gay French had mocked when he had
been sent to South Africa. They felt that Bu-
genle was “making & play” to their well-known
love of martial glory. So in the cafes chantants
they sang:

“Loulou, Loulou,
He chases Zulus.”

But even the French cry of mockery turned
to an agonized wail of sorrow when the prince
imperial was stricken down in a savage am-
buscade. It was & sad death. The party had
knowledge of the coming of the savages and
proceeded to mount their horses and gallop away.
Thinking that the prince had mounted, his Eng-
lish companions gilloped off. Alas, the horse
used by Eugenie's only som proved restive and
ran away, lea his rider to the mercy of the
savages, who not know a prince from a pau-
per and who gave Do quarter.

The women of the world who had once dressed
with Eugenie now mourned with her. It was the
last of the many blows sustained by the once
beautiful Mademoiselle de Mgptijo.

Then it was sald that her fierce, impenetrable
pride and ambition had lost her her son. He
had been wanting to marry a gentle English girl
and Eugenle wanted him to marry a reigning
princess, She sent him to South Africa to separ
rate him from his love. So, the high ambition

band and only son.

Even the wildest French socialists now show
deep respect for the small, bowed figure, always
clothed In deepest mourning.

Such is the story of the little, white, bent old
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