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ITH one of every ten persons in
the United States now daily ab
tending motion picture theaters,
this form of entertainment can
truly be termed the universal
amusement. The fllms consti-
tute the programs of more than
twenty thousand theaters in
this country attended by 11,000,
000 people daily, and this great
. army of pleasure-seekers does
mot represent any one, but every class of Ameri-
can citisens—old and young, rich and poor, the
"highbtows snd the untutored.
gigantic amusement purveying organiza-
tions require the investment of more than a bil-
dollars in studios and factories in this coun-
: alone, and fully one-third of that amount is
e annually the making of films. More
i 66 per cent of the motion pictures of the
iworid are produced in United States, and of these
|80 per cent are made In and about Los Angeles,
 ‘mdw known as the photoplay stage of the world.
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i motion pictures can partially be
Mtiributed to & Californla incident. Two race
_Boree, mien argued as to whether a horse, while
more than two feet on the ground

To prove this, 24 threads were
scross the k, and the end of each
1 to a peparate camera. A horse ran
breaking each thread separately
exposing 24 photographic plates. One of the
‘took coples of the photographs to Europe
caused numerous experiments. Final-
of making motlon pictures was given
no flexible substitute for glass could

later & New Jersey minister, trylni to
of making nonbreakable stereop-
siides for use in his Sunday school, made
discovery that cellulold was suitable. The
fute was immediately employed by a photo-
. supply manufacturer, which enabled
Edison to perfect his kinetoscope, or

ne first shown at Columbian ex-
* . Chicago, in 1893, Forty feet of ribbon
" ‘film,_ with continuity of action rolled past the lens
i & hole in & cabinet with an intermittent move-
ment that retained each picture hefore the peep-
; iee

“hole as as it required to move the ple-
ture Back of the film was an elec-
4fric light, and directly in front of the lens a small
‘Bole through which the people could peep for the
Cgum of The film had sprocket holes
. 4n the ‘margin on one side and a corresponding
‘sprockot was placed on the rollers,
- Tuls device served as an idea qn- Robert W,
S L ot London, the firm of Lumiere & Sons of

R and & man named Grey of New York city.
g - " @imultaneously these men thought of attaching
b !ﬁ_ﬂlm to & stereopticon lamp and projecting the
plcture on 1o a screen, and began working out

- fachines which would do this properly. The
N - Airet vﬂwﬂ motion plcture in America was
i < .that of s eldoloscope in a basement store-
. ‘yoom fin New York city in 1895. Paul perfected
“his oting machine In March, 1896, and
\fLamiere in 1897. At a later date, William Ken-
v Laury Dixom, formerly with Paul now em-
! by Thomas Edison, perfected the Edison
|kinetoscope. This device was a combination of
i fnvention, with eprockets on each
s ‘gide of the film introduced by Lumiere, a more
- acenrate intermittent movement for the film car-
T rlage, ad a powerful lamp perfected by Thomas
ol JBdison. Other machines appeared in America
about the same time, but later patent rights were
all merged with that of the Edison.
tion machines were crude and it has required
time and mechanical Ingenuity to bring
to the state of perfection
machines made, a still greater problem
securing new Interesting subjects confronted
showmen who took up the nmovelty, There
tbelng no completed motion pictures for sale, it
was necessary for each exhibitor to make all his
own subjects. No one thought of making pic-
tures of plays. Instead, they caught finishes of
races, scenes In prize fights, and topical events
of & seneational nature.

About this time a Kansas City operator of these
machines, learning of the projecting machine,
made plans for a conceassion at the Huffalo Pan-
American exposition, which consisted of a rail-
way illusion made possible by rocking the coach
while pictures were projected on a sereen in
one end of the car. Later this was exhibited
‘throughout the country in a specially constructed
raliroad coach, and the name, “Hale's Tour of the
World," became famous.
| The greatest step of the indusiry following
‘the perfection of projectors, films and cameras
was made simultaneously by Miles Brothers of
h" York and Eugene Kleine of Chicago. They
legtablished film markets or exchanges, where

¥ were bought and prints sold or rented
system served to solve the problem of dis-
M. by renting films to exhibitors, for this

msthod is successfully used today throughout the
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Birth of a Nation,” adapted
from the historical novel,
“The Clansman of thir
teen and one-half reels, one
realizes the thousands
details that must be €oB-
sidered In writing the
scenario, arrangement of
gets or scenes, and in the
making of the picture.

Recelving the scenario,
the director and players
read the story and Te
hearsals of all scenes &re
held to give the players a
keen insight into thelr re-
gpective parts.

There are two kinds of
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Im exclusively could almost be  supply to exhibitors and storerooms were con-
Your fingers. verted into theaters in all parts of the country.

In less than two years more than ten thousand
picture theaters were opened in the United
States. The number in New Yprk city alone to-
taled more than 1,200 January 1, 1907, and In
Chicago there were 500 of a mushroom .growth.

Many motion picture producing plants were es-
tablished in many citles, and the film supply
proved abundant for the rapidly increasing num-
ber of theaters. But there was no system to the
production, ‘the making of prints, preparing ad-
vertising matter for exhibitors, or glving heed
to what is today considered the most important
phase of the business—that of arranging a well-
balanced program.

Manufacturers saw the necessity of not only
making the subjects, but also maintaining their
own system of exchanges for the purpose of safe-
guarding their own Interests by controlling thea
films, and merged their interests in releasiug
companies, Now there are no less than ten cor
porations composed of owners of producing com-
panies that have national releasing systems, with
exchanges in all principal cities. These are capl-
talized in the mfllions and one is reputed to have
made 1.600 per cent profit, while on the other
hand others have operated continuously at a loss.

With the formation of big releasing com-
panies and the general improvement of conditions
of the industry, with regard to all phases, the
most importent to the ten millions of people of
the United States who daily witness the show-
ing of motion plctures Is the great change for the
betterment of production, and the realization by
the manufacturers of the possibilities of photo-
plays.

In the standardization of the film the celluloid
strip was gradually reduced in size from one hav-
ing a pleture two Inches wide and one and one-
half inches deep, to uniform size of picture, three-
fourths of an inch deep by one inch in width.
There are sixteen separate pletures to each lineal
foot of film, or 16,000 to a reel of 1,000 feet,
which, when properly projected, is “run off” in
eighteen minutes. Few motion picture lovers
know that every minute approximately one thou-
sand separate pictures are projected on the
screen, each one separated from the adjoining
one by a black line of the thickness of an aver-
age calling card.

Still stranger, it may eeem, is the fact that
about onefourth of the time the pictures are
hidden from view of the audience and the screen
{s black. This is caused by a revolving fan wheel
or shutter passing in front of the projecting lens
each time the film is advanced from one plcture
to another by the intermittent sprocket move-
ment. A thousand feet of film which passes
throngh the projecting machine is stationary
three-fourthe of the elghteen minutes required
in projecting it. and In action but approximately
four and a half minutes. This prevents biurring
of the pictures and makes each individual picture
or “frame” sharp from point of focus. The pie-
tures are magnified from two to four hundred
times their actual size by the projection, accord-
ing to the size of the screen, distance from the
lens and the lens iteelf.

The making of motion plctures is most interest-
ing, and all studios are visited dally by hundreds.
At a few visitors are permitted, but at the ma-
jority & “No Admittance' sign hangs over the
entrance and no amount of talk or money will
get the stranger past the gates, The studio in
reality consists of an openair platform, one in-
closed entirely by glass or a halllike building
with movable electrie lights of such candle power
as will make it light as day.

In all producing plants now the story for the
photoplay  first written. From this is prepared
the scenario, which briefly outlines every scenme,
describes the settings and action of the players.
When it is considered that each reel of pictures
requires from fifty to seventy-five scenes, and
many of the photoplays of today consist of as
many as five, slx and seven reels, while the
larger ones, such as “The Spoilers,” consisted of
nine reels, “Les Miserables” eight. “Cabiria™ of
twelve, and the largest photoplay yet made, “The

scenes in all photoplays:
one is termed “{nteriors,”
comprising those that can
be made at the studio and
represent indoor scenes,
and the other “gxteriors,”
those that represent out-ol-
door sittings. In practical-
1y all plays of present days
the exteriors are

rented homes, public build-
ings, beaches, in mountains,
or at industrial plants, as
the story may de:
When it Is impossible to
find such scenes aa Aare
needed they are designed

Neil Callahan

William McLean i’
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Manufacturers of
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The Vicksburg Boiler and Iron Works
|
|

Boilers, Smokestacks, Breechings and Tanks

¥ ' Marine and Plantation Work a Specialty. First-Class
Mechanics Sent Qut on Repair Work.

MISSISSIPPI

Metallic and Wood Coffins, Trimmed

All sizes, from infant to adult. Up-to-date styles. Also
carry Burial Costumes. Prices to suit customer.
Can Furnish at Once. Orders Recelved by Wire or Otherwise.

LEOPOLD ELGUTTER

NEWELLTON, - - - - LOUISIANA
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and built to fit the requi
ments of the photoplay. In
the case of filming “Damon
and Pythias” amphithea-
ters and replicas of bnll!;
fngs In ancient Syracuse were constructed;
“The Rosary” an entire Irish village, with
dwell'ags, churches, public and business build-
ings Of early nineteenth century type were built;
and for almost every play special buildings are
erected, In some instances these have cost as
much as $5,000 or more, and were used only in
one or two hundred feet of film.

The scenes of & photoplay are mnot taken in
sequence, but according to convenlence.

At the studios from one to ten, or even fifteen,
companles may be making scenes for different
subjects all at one time, according to size of the
stage and the size of settings in use. At the
largest producing plant in the world, twenty to
twenty-four companies of players are constantly
at work.

The raw film i= made in strips four hundred
feet in length, wound on spools. Aftel being ex-
posed they are sent to laboratories, where they
are developed.

The negative film is next threaded into & print-
ing machine and an unexposed positive film 1is
placed mext to it but on the opposite side from
an electric lamp. This machi* & operates auto-
matically and “prints” the positive from the
negative at the rate of several thousand feet per
hour.

A motlon picture studio is a veritable curiosity
shop. In the wardrobe are to be found costumes
of all ages and sizes, representing a great in-
vestment,

The “property” room contains
thing that can be thought of.

The pay rolls of the manufacturing companies
range from $1,000 to $25,000 weekly where twenty
or more companies are busy, the amounts Vary-
ing according to number of producing companies,
the class of professionals employed and quality
of subjects made. In addition to this great ex-
penditure totaling more than a gquarter of a bil
lion dollars a year for all companies in the United
States, must be added cost of film, studio equip-
ment and & bundred and one little items of ex-
pense that come up in the making of every ple-
ture. This vast amount constitutes the lion's
share of production costs for motion plctures of
the world, or 65 per cent

The industry of the United States is centered
at Los Angeles. Producers have found there are
more sunshiny picture-making days in this vi-
cinity than in any other part of the world, and.
furthermore. any kind of scenery can be found
within & radius of fifty miles of this southern Cal-
ifornia ecity. Mountains, sea, desert, tropical and
trigid zones, metropolitan, village or country
scenes are to be had by a short automobile ride.

In addition to the pletures made at studios

almost any-

H. C. Norman
Photograph Studio

524 Main St., NATCHEZ, MISS.

First-Class Work at Reasonable Rates

Tensas people are especially invited to visit my studio.

L

e

Natchez Printing and Stationery
Company

Printers, Publishers and Stationers
. NATCHEZ, MISS.
Orders for work can be left at Tensas Gazette office.

Hotel “Watche=”
Hasallthehu’tfutumn!lﬁrst-classhotel.
BARBER SHOP, BATH ROOMS, AND AN EXCELLENT
BILLIARD ROOM

A favorite stopping place for Tensas people.
JAS. G. SMITH, - - - - Proprietor
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Are You Going to Build ?

If so carry out tl;e idea under the mos¢ favorable conditions
by seeing us about the lumber required for the purpose.
To build economieally, build well.

FOR HIGH-GRADE, WELL-MANUFACTURED ROUGH
AND DRESSED LUMBER,
Shingles, Flooring, Ceiling, Composition Roofings, Sash,
Doors, Blinds, Fine Interior Finish, Etc.,
Call on us. We make a specialty of Long Leaf Yellow Pine
Bridge Flooring. Always get our prices and investigate our
facilities before placing your order.

E. A. ENOCHS, The Lumberman

NATCHEZ, MISS.

NOTICE! 1 keep constantly on hand a PRUESS@!&L CARDS
O S o DR. L. A. MURDOCK

St. Joseph, La.
Physician and Surgeon

Office on Plank Fpad.
Office Phone 12-3; Reslidence 122

J. C. Lilly, M. D. H. S. Trice, M. D.

DRS. LILLY AND TRICE
Successors to Drs. Lilly & Adams

St. Joseph, Louisiana
Office, Bank Bldg., up stairs,

G. H. CLINTON
Attorney-at-Law

8T. JOSEPH, LA.

Will practice in East Carroll, Madison,
Tensas, Concordia, and the Supreme
and Federal Courts.

DR. GEORGE N. CLARK

Dentist
ST. JOSEPH, - - LOUISIANA
In Newall Building, Plank Road

W. D. NOBLE, M. D.,

PHYSICIAN
AND SURGEON

ASHWOOD, - LOUISIANA
Phone in Residence

STR. “SENATOR CARDILL”

GEO. PRINCE, Master
0. K. WILDS, Clerk

Regular Tri-Weekly
NATCHEZ & VICKSBURG
PACKET
Leaves Natchez Sundays, Tuesdays,
and Thursdays &t 12 noon. '
Leaves Vicksburg Mondays, Wed-

nesdays and Fridays at noon, or on
arrival of express train.
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there are hundreds of camera men ployed or
working independently traveling in all parts of
the world securing travelogues or gcenic pictures,
and topical scenes of incidents that are used to
make up what are termed “Weeklies." It s es-
timated that there are more than one hundred
now with the various armies of the natioms at
war in Europe and scarcely a week passes that
some traveling film makers do not market pie-
tures depicting life and conditlons in some re-
mote part of the globe,

The prineipal educators of today have come to
realize the importance of the motion picture for
use in schools and colleges, and the time is not
far distant when & projecting machine will be an
important part of the equipment of our echools,
the universitles and many schools of the larger
cities now having adopted this means of teach-
ing. :

Motion pictures, fifteen years ago a novelty,
ten vears ago a feature added to vaudeville pro-
grams and termed “chasers” by the theater man-
agers because they constituted the last number
of the entertainment, usually causing people to
leave, now serve as amugement to the greatest
number of people. They have replaced, and the
better subjects now command as high admission
prices as comedy, drama and musical shows of
the speaking stage in a majority of the best thea-
ters of the large cities, and by their universal
popnlarity have become known as the American
amusement.

Let Us Be Your Waiter

We never tire of helping others when they ask
for good job printing. We can tickle the most
exacting typographic appetite. ~People who
have partaken of our excellent service come
back for a second serving. Our prices are the
most reasonable, too, and you can always de-
pend on us giving your orders the most prompt
and carcful attention. Call at this office and look over our samples.
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You Don't Need a Town Crier

to emphasize the merits of your business or an-
nounce your special sales. A straight story told in
a straight way to the readers of this paper will
quickly reach the ears of the thoughtful, intelligent
buying public, the people who have the money in
their pockets, and the people who listen to reason
and not noise. Our books. will show you a list of
the kiffdl of people you appeal to. Call and see them at this office.
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job you're in need of?
e —

Come ln and see us about
it ot your first epportaaity.
Domnt wait sstil the very
last moment but give we &
litile time snd we'll show
you what bigh irads werk
we caa turn oul.
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STORENEWS &2

the publie, |
and to you thst increase of business you are

leoking for if you give us your store h-I-.I




