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—Bkull Canﬁ Laite SBeventeenth Century.

Bapper's Helmet, Middle of Nineteenth Century,
;-‘Iﬂ-reu. Late: Beventeenth Century.
teel Bkull Cap, 1915
i ¥ l-Eley %I.?hleenlh Century.

apel de t, Fifteentk and SBixteenth Century,
b—Plkeman's Pot. Middle of Seventeenth O EnLUry.

ARSHAL MAURICE of Saxe, writing
in the midd%e of the eighteentt cen-
tury, deplored the disuse of de-
fensive armor as being_the cause of
large number of casualties in bat-
tle. He very truly observed that
most of the wounds caused by
spent bullets, sword, lance, or pike
thrusts would be minimized, if not
prevented, by the use of some kind of metal pro-
tection. He does mot suggest that its weight and
unwieldiness was ny drawback, for he recom-
mends a cuirass made of buff leather, re-enforced
with metal strips, weighing in all 30 pounds, as
& very useful equipment, and he gives as his opin-
fon_that it was only the cost of armor which
w& about its disuse. From the middle of the
sixteenth century there bad been much discus-
smion as to the practical value of armor, and Sir
Jobhn Smythe, writing In 1590, cites the death
. of Bir Philip Sidney from a spent bullet as a rea-
. mson for adbering to the old fashlione in military
eguipment. As early as 1569 armor was proved
~ by musket or pistol shot, and in 1580 Sir Henry
' Lee, master of the armories, arranged a trial
¢ #o determine the respective merits of Shropshire
. fron and “Hungere” or Innsbruck metal, with re
. _ guits disastrous to the homemade product.

N " In the “Verney Memoirs,” under the date of
! | 1867, we find that one Richard Hals proved his
. armor with “as much powder as will cover the

' pullet in the palm of the hand.” It was this

" proof by musket shot, combined with the gradual

r ce of the craft of the armorer, who had

sy this time lost the art of tempering his metal,

“which produced the graceless and cumbersome

5 equipment of the seventeenth century—proof
against firearms, it is true. but so heavy and ir~

5 mw as to be entirely unsuited for extes .-

A od expeditions. and for the new school of military
b tactice' The last relic of the complete suit of
i plate was the small crescent-shaped gorget worn
. by infantry officers up to sbouat the year 1830
Onoe this had -been a practical protection to the

" gthroat, but latterly it shrark to a small plaque
~ \of brass, little Jarger than a regimental hadge
Quilted armor, brigandines, and chain mail were
. geccasionally used after field armor had heen

: up; but these were solely used against the

; k of the assassin. Napoleon 111 is said to
Bave worn a defense of mail; the cavalry of the
Confederate army in the American Civil war fa

- yored a vest lined with plates of steel: and Ned

. Kelly, the bushranger of our own dav, wore a

" helmet and cuirass of bulletproof boiler plate
The tuin strips of steel used in the brigandine

weare only of valoe against sword cuts, and it was

'\ for this purpose that they were emplove  in the

. “gecretes” or hat linings, of which there are still
farge numbers in the Tower, and in the hat of.
‘Bradshaw the regicide, in the Ashmolean mu-
seum, Oxford The modern Frencn and German

~ defenses of this nature would seem to be quite
uoeless longrange rifles. For many years
brought forward contrivances,

to bulletproof, which provided thrill-
on music hall stage, but none ever
i to face the service rifle wearing their in-
“ As bas been repeatedly pointed out in
on wals subject, the only value of
present day is as a protection from
spent bullets. It has no value what-

-l sueid of Henry VII (Obverse and Heverse,

tile, for, even if the defense iz mot penetrated.
the resultant shock i as serious as a bullet
Wound. It §s therefore this glancing surface
which should be studied if armour is to have any
place in modern warfare, and metal of a high
temper and light in weight should be employed.
It is unthinkable that such defenses will ever be
ofiicially recognized, for, if issued on & large
scale, they would greatly impede the mobility of
troops already carrying more dead weight than
did the soldier of the sixteenth century in his
suit of balf-armor. If such contrivances are pur-
chased privately an exhaustive test should be in-
sisted upon, and proof should be recorded by
some responsible body, as it was in the days of
Charles 1, when the Armorers company of Lon-
don were ordered to carry out such tests and
stamp all armor that eatisfled the conditions
with their mark. If these defenses are care-
lessly made of indifferent material they will as-
suredly be far more of a danger than a protec-
tion. P
It is imposible to crlticize the modern produc-
tions without seeing them in actual use in the
trenches, but it would seem that the pistol
thield with crossed bars is in direct opposition
to the theory that the “glancing surface” is of
importance, for here, wherever the bullet strikes,
it will deliver the full force of its blow and will
not fiy off at a tangent as it would from Henry
VIIl's pistol shield which is preserved in the
Tower. The plain skullccap seems to fulfill the
required conditions, except that it should be
provided with a brim curving outward, lke the
chapel de fer of the sixteenth century. The
French helmet appears to provide some lodg-
ments for the bullet in the straight brim and
high comb, but again it should be noted that it is
{rupossible to criticize practically until the de-
t7nse is seen in action.

*Besides the ordinary body armor of the late
seventeenth century in the Tower collection
there are a few interesting specimens of siege
implements which were the precursors of modern
contrivances. The chevaux de frise of the days
of Wellington are a series of sergeants’ pikes
Joined by horizontal -rods, and so arranged that
they can be stretched across a road or the breach
in a wall as a protection against cavalry—an an-
ticipation of the present barbed wire entangle-
ment. The sappers’ mantels of leather and iron
have continued in use from the time of the Ro-
mans up to teday, and the weighty trappings
that were used in the middle of the seventeenth
century show that even then armor was serious-
Iy used in the trench work. Several of the dight-
eenth century muskets in the Tower of Ldndon
have brass cups fized to the barrel or butt from
whirh grenades were thrown, a necessary precau-
tion when the fuse used was the slow match.
Step by step we can trace the evolution of mili-
tary invention, and it is peculiarly interesting
to find that today, in the light of all our sciem-
tific knowledge and experience, we are suddenly
torced back to make use of appliances of four
hundred years ago which we had but recemily
etigmatized~ as relica of barbarism.

The facts show that from the stone age onward
armor never became extinct. It has always been
worn. At the present day, to be sure, it appears
less for service than as a uuiferm of the body-
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France, where the tradition of the bodyguard of
the emperor still survives. But even these relica
of ancient armor are known to Ye serviceable.
saving many a guardsman from wounds of saber
or lance or even high velocity projectiles when
striking at an angle.

It is true that the disuse of armor followed the
invention of better grades of powder, but it must,
nevertheless, be remembered that, during the time
when armor was worn oftenest in Europe, gun-
powder was in common use. During the latter
half of the sixteenth century not only cannon but
Buns and pistols were seen everywhere. Never-
theless armor continued to be used. It was in
many cases the matter of expense which limited
the wearing of armor; for in those days the cost
of armor was high, very high. Clearly, therefore,
a4 man would be less apt to wear a really good
harness—one which might have cost the equiva-
lent of ten thousand dollars in the present pur-
chasing power of money—when the protection It
gave him was not complete; he preferred then to
wear common heavy armor, and in the end to
neglect wearing armor altogether,

When he found that his enemy kept away from
him, the range of firearms increased. Later on he
“took a chance” of receiving a wound.

It was only during the Thirty Years war, say
before 1650, that cheap armor of wvery great
weight—almost intolerable—came {into general
use. Then, too, one must remember thai there
was for a long time a feeling that armor was not
hercic. Even in earlier centuries many a distin-
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VICKSBURG, - - - - . ¢

Manufnctunn of

Boilers, Smokestacks, Breechings and Tanks

Marine and Plantation Work a Specialty. First-Class
Mechanics Sent Out on Repair Work.
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NOTICE! 1 keep constantly on hand a
full supply of

carry Burial Costumes. Prices to suit customer.

LEOPOLD ELGUTTER

NEWELLTON, - - -

—— = - o —

Metallic and Wood Coffins, Trimmed

All sizes, from infant to adult. Up-to-date styles. Also

Can Furnibh at Once. Orders Recelved by Wire or Otherwise.

LOUISIANA
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H. C. Norman
Photograph Studio

524 Main St., NATCHEZ, MISS.

First-Class Work at Reasonable Rates

Tensas people are especially invited to visit my studio.

e

Company
Printers, Publishers and Stationers

NATCHEZ, MISS.

Natchez Printing and Stationery

Orders for work can be left at Tensas Gazette office.

8T. JOSEPH, . .

I’RﬂfESSIONAI. CARDS

*DR. L. A. MURDOCK
St. Joseph, La.

Physician and Surgeon
Office on Plank Road.
Office Phone 123; Residence 122

J.C. Lilly, M. D.

H. B. Trice, M. D,
DRS. LILLY AND TRICE
BSuccessors to Drs. Lilly & Adams
8t. Joseph, Louisiana
Office, Bank Bldg., up stairs.

G. H. CLINTON 3

Attorney-at-Law

8T. JOSEPH, LA,
Will practice in East Carroll, Madison,
Tensas, Concordia, and the Bupreme
aud Federal Courts,

DR. GEORGE N. CLARK
Dentist

LOVISIANA

In Newall Bullding, Plank Road

W. D. NOBLE, M. D.

Physician and Surgeen.
Office Phone No. 26.

Residence Phone No. 13.
NEWELLTON, - - - LOUISIANA

JAS. G. SMITH,

X otel “Watche="
Has all the best features of a first-class hotel.

BARBER SHOP, BATH ROOMS, AND AN EXCELLENT
BILLIARD ROOM
A favorite m nhu tnr Tusu people.
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To build economieally, build well.

AND DRESSED LUMBER,

facilities before plaging your order.

" NATCHEZ, MISS.

Are You Going to Build ?
If 80 carry out the idea under the most favorable conditions
by seeing us about the lumber required for the purpose.

FOR HIGH-GRADE, WELL-MANUFACTURED ROUGH

mrm.hmmm.,
Call on us. We make a specialty of Long Leaf Yellow Pine
- Bridge Flooring. Always get our prices and investigate our

E. A. ENOCHS, The Lumberman

guished officer thought it chivalrous to app in
battle only partly armed. Thus we read of his
torical personages going Into battle with b
visor raised, and of such a knight errant as Sir
Philip Sydney fighting bareheaded. The feeling
that it is discreditable to wear arwor is strong
even at the present day.

The reasoning runs. It is cowardly to take an
unfair advantage of an adversary. Surely a man
in a duel would not wear a shirt of mail; so woy
should he be armored in battle. which is only a
duel on a larger scale?

Bhields should be and are already in constamt
use. it may be recalied that the Japanese rede-
veloped this system eflectively in their war with
Russia, especially in the capture of “Two Hundred
and Three Meter hill,” where they moved along
in front of the advancing infantrymen. In earlier
times the Japanese sometimes wore a flat shield
slung upon the breast, but always as a defense
against shot.

When one considers the value to the commu-
nity of even one soldier, surely no nation should
afford not to protect him as best it can.

The descendants of an indjvidual may amount
to thousands in the course of a couple of centuries,
80 one can figure ,ut what the human losses o
the countries now' at war must represent v *he
future. If armor will save even 8 fo» yundreds
of men it will certainly pay as a naucng) invesy
ment to use it The time will soon come whep
governmental commissions will take up this msl
ier effectively.

Dr. A. J. Kisner. Dr, Geo. Neves.
DRS. KISNER & NEVES
Specialists
EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT.
(Successors to R. C. French.)

602 12 MAIN 8T.

NATCHEZ, - - - MISSISSIPPI.

THOMAS M. WADE, JR.
Attorney-at-Law
WIIl practice in Tensas and adjoin-
ing Parishes, the Bupreme Court of
the State and the Federal Courts.
Loans negofiated on real estate.

ST. JOSEPH, - - LOUISIANA.

NATCHEZ CONFECTIONERY
Confections and Sweets
Of All Kinds.

CANDIES, CAKES, ICE CREAM.
WE SOLICIT

WEDDING AND PARTY
ORDERS

Our Nestaurant is now open and eur

'serﬂuuunmolled.

~

Let.Us Be Your Waiter

‘We never tire of helping others when they ask
for good job printing. We can tickle the most
exacting typographic appetite. Peapkwho
have partaken of our excellent service come
back for a second serving. Our prices are the
most reasonable, too, and you can always de-
pend on us giving your orders the most prompt

mdunmlgnumon. Call at this office and look over our samples.

b —r

You Don’t Need a Town Crier

to emphasize the merits of your business or an-
nounce your special sales. A straight story told in

to

ﬂ:erudu:olthumwin

NATCHEZ CONFECTIOMNERY.

NATCHEZ, - - - MISSISSIPPI

TRESPASS NOTICE.

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby givem
that all that part of “AVONDALE"
plantation belonging to H. A. MoCar
ty, in Tensas parish, is posted against
HUNTING AND GENERAL TRES-
PASSING. All violators will be vig-
orously prosecuted.

(Signed)
THOS. H. HOLT, Agt
Bt Joseph, La., May 12, 1915,

FEED AND ROAKD
STABLE
I am now located at the MAXWELL
& CROUCH Stable, Franklin Street,
having opened a first-class Feed and
Board Stable. Phone 447.

H. E. BUIE, V. M. D.

STR. “SENATOR CARDILL” '

GBO. PRINCE, Master
0. K. WILDS, Clerk
Regular Tri-Weekly
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