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A PISNT IN MISSISSIPPI CHURCH, 1863.
mm and Confederates.

The town of Rodney ie sitnated on the
Mississippi River in Jefferson county,

{4 Miss., and wan laid out and settled in

1888 and was named for an American
' gtatesmman. The locality was first known
#a early as 1765 and was then called Pet-

* tit Galf, as was slso the commanding

hulls called Pettit Gulf Hill. Cotton
grown there was known in the market as
Peitit Gull eotton and it brought the
highest pricss for both lint and seed.

In its pslmy daye, through its ‘prox-
imity to Oakland College, Rodney en-
joyed being the center of culture in its
region. The Presbyterian church was
well represented by eminent divines, Dr.
Jetemish Chamberlain, Dr. Robert Price,
Dr. W. F. V. Bartlett, and as visiting
ministers, Dr. Palnier, of New Orleans,
La., and Dr. Josephi Stratton, of Natchez,
Miss. Many prominent business and
prolessional men made their homes there.
Times change and men change with them !
Thé glory of the old town has passed!
QOakland College is now Alcorn Callege
(for colored men). The mighty Father
of Waters has changed its course and
Rodney is now an inland town, but the
old brick ehurch where the fight took
plase atill stands and shows the mark of
theshell fired by by the Federals.

During the sammer of 1863, Mr. Baker,
Pastor ofgha Peerbyterian church at Red
Lick, Jefferson county, Mississippi,
came to Rodney, seeking transportation
to the North. He was a Union man at
heart and resigned his pastorage to go
North, While waiting a North bound
boat be wes the guest of acting master W.
E. H. Fentresm on the U.8,8, Gunboat
“Rastler’’ lying of Rodney pn the morn-
ing of SBeptember 12th, 1863. Rev. Robert
Priee of the Rodney Presbyterian church,
invited Mr, Baker to fill hie pulpit that
day, Mr. Baker accepted und extended
this invitation to Capt. Fentress and his
mamnen. Captain Fentress and Ensign
Btrunk, with 18 or 20 geaman, came to
servios in the church. Under eover of
the organ and choir musie, Licutenant
Allen (Qonlederate Fervice) with 15

surrounded the church. Lien-
Allen standing in the chorch door,
ecommanded & quiet mrrender. Immedi.
stoly Ensign Btrunk fired at the door.
Lisatenant Allen fired toward the ceiling
of the building and ogdered *‘no more
" The .Federals coutinued firing
b 20 or 30 shots were heard;
but sirange me it seeme ouly one man
was injored, n sewman was slightly
wounded in the arm by Ensign Strank’s
ball. Oaptain Feotress, the Eusign and
16 or 17 seamen were captured. Captain
Fentress raised his hand a# he stood out-
side the charch door and reguested per-
misslon to speak. Lieutenant Allen
bowed courteowely. Captaln Fentress
i that amessage besent to his boat for
bing and etc., for his men, the mes-
Sige was sent and properly answered,
The officers were placed in-eome of the
carriages still standing at the church gate;
the seamen fell into file and all were
marched oat of town, The congregation,
mostly women and children, had scarce-
ly dispersed when the '‘Rattler’” began
to shell the church and town and the
town was fired in several places, Lien-
tenant Allen, hearing this, sent s mes-
sage 1o say that if shelling did not cease
and order prevail, he would hang every
prisoner in hjg charge. Hence lives were
saved and property preserved. One sea-
man boasted that & lady saved his life.
This was & nataral bappening. The lady,
- aged apd infirm, M. 1. D. G., kept her
esat in & high pew, the seaman,
quick to em opportanity, crawled
under and was concealed by the lady’s
skirts. (It may be related that in 1913 a
man from a Northern city came to St
Tenssa parish, Louisiana, search-
be said for a girl (?) who saved his
Ifle under her hoop skirt during acharch
fight in the elvil war. The man wore a
gray beard, ol course, and the lady was
long since laid to rest.) Amid the
shrieks and screams of women and child-
ren, the loud command of Lieutenant
Allen and the shots from Ensign Strunk,
the ofganist, & very tiny young woman,
Sprang upon & pew and raised to a high
nh.hﬂad voice and with clapping
eried out, “‘Glory to God.” A
rebel woman can always make herself
heard! Organist ie now three score years
and tea!

Affized is a copy of Captain Fettress’s
apology to Admiral David Porter, U.8.N.,
from Libby prison. Some allowance may
be made for its untrathfuloess,

‘-‘hﬂ-n—'
Statement of Acting Master
W. E. H. Fentress.

RICHMOND, VA. }

Lmny Prmox,
Nov. 15th, 1863,

1 have the homor to forward to you the
Teport of my unfortunate capture together

Capture of

Editor Tensas Gazelle,
&t. Joseph, La.
Dear Sir:

I have been requested by some friends to obtain some information as regards a fight between some Conifderlu
soldiers and marines from the Federal gun-boat “*Rattler,”” which occarred at the Iﬁ'eabyterhp chureh in Rodney, 'lhg, on
Sunday, September 12th, 1863, while services were being conducted there, go submit the‘ iullowmg. letters on the coincidence
from persons who were present. Mr. Dunbar Hart, of Rodney, was present, also lis orother-in-law (and my nucle,) Mr.
Miss Lizzie Ogden, danghter of Judge A. N. Ogden, of New Orleans,
was also present when the fight took place, slie jumped ont of a window and sprained her ankle, requiring several months to
I!:!D'FE‘I'. pI have a friend whgn is nowppael.mmer at Delta, La,, Mr. J. Sam’'l. Richm.ls?n. a'conhedeuu mld.ie_r who was &
nfember of Lieut. Allen’s Company. He told me there were only nine Confederate soldiers in this fight. Hoping you will

James Archer, and his danghter, Miss An

Fedral Officrs and Warines from GurBoat
at Rodney, Miss., by Confederate Scouts,
September 12, 1863.

A War Reminisence of more than Passing Interest, Told by Local People
Who were Eye Witnesses to the Memorable Occurrence. d

WATERPROOF, LA., December 27, 1915.

n H. Archer,

kindly publish same, and thanking you in advance, and with best regards,

N 1 am yours truly,
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lege, we were there s yeat ormore. I
lieve this ia all I can tell you sbout the
capture and ete. Mr. Hart and 1 were

L Mr. Allen’s Letter.

had taken many negroes from the neigh-
borhood and all reported no rebels in the
vieinity. I do not, eir, wish to éxcuse my-
eelf, for I am aware that excuses are of
little value with you when an officer is at
{ault, but, sir, I do crave your furebear-
ance in this moat unfortunate mistake of
mine. We had just entered and were
seated in the charch when a equadron of
fifty cavalry dashed upon us and opened
fire from the windows and doors. |
endeavored to stop this brutal fire upon
unarmed men, but wae fired upon by
these fiends and was slightly wounded in
the back, iy hands were tied and I was
made fast to a horse and was compelled
to keep pace with him for five miles; my
treatment since my capture has been
brutal and inhuman. As it is, sir, 1
would be happy if I knew that your dis-
pleasure was removed and that I might
uyain retrieve my character in the Missis-
sippi Squadron under your command.
May I beg, sir, that you will drop m»
& line in my present miserable condition?
I have the honor to be, sir, .your most
obedient servant,
WALTER E. H. FENTRESS,
Acting Master U.8.N,, Late Com’d'g.
U.S.8. Rattler.
To ReAr Apmiear Davip B. Pomres,
Commaxping Miuissisurer SQUADROY.

New Orleans, La., Oet, 20th, 1915,
Mr. James A. Turpin,
Waterprool, La.

Dear Sir and Comrade:-

I am in receipt of your favor of Oct.
14th, and had been advised of the letter
by our mutus! friend, Mr. Broughton, of
lorman, Miss,

In sccordance with your request F will

remain, and that he would come ashore
the next morning and whip ue with corn
stalke,"”’

Lieat. Allen bowed again to the lady,
and paid:

‘‘Madam, Capt. Fentress shall have
the opportunity that he desires, to whip
us with corn stalk.”’

I remember that I was on picket that
night in & little grave-yard just above
the town, and heard the calls from the
gun-boat, 12 o'clock, Wnd all's well.
The next moming Lieat. Allen drew us
all up and we rode out on the blaff in full
view of the gun-bodt and waived our
sabers deflantly. Almost inetantly we
could see men running over the decks
and three boats dropped from the davits
of the ship, and each contaning, as well
as we could count, about eight or nine
men. We watched them as they rowed
for the shore, and about the time that
we thought they were well off from their
boats we formed and charged into Rod-
ney. We encountered them moving up
the street, and a brisk little fire was
opened. Four of the men rushed inte
the church, lollowed by Capt. Fentress
and Lient, Stronk. My brother leaped
from his horse and called to me, ““don’t
fire in that ehoreh.”” 1 should have
previously stated that it was Sonday
morning, and a congregation had =se-
gembled in the little building in Rodney,
in which the sallors and the two officers
tonk retuge. My brotherran in ‘on one
side while I followed the four men on the
other side. As we entered I heard the
report of & pistol, and saw Lient. Allen
stagger back with blood on his face, but
he quickly fired and the man who fired
fell. I captured the other men that had
gone in, a8 stated, and let them out st
point of my pietol and turned them over

briefly give you the particulars regarding
the little affair at Rodney, Miss., daring
the civil war, prefacing what I may huei
tosay by telling you of the l:.i:ml:l:nt.".F
that we belonged to, which was Company

C. and known as the Brierfield Rebels, a

Louisiana company, but had been ineor-

porated with the Second Arkansas, under

command of Col. W. F, Slemons, Bri-

gade commander, Henry MecCollough,'
Forest Cavalry.

It was.about sometime in June, I think,
or May of '¢4 that Gen. Banks moved on
Port Hudson for the captare of that
place, and a battalion was made up, con-
sisting of two companies from the First
Miseissippi, two compenies from the
Second Missouri, and one company from
the Second Arkansas, which was ours.
We were sent down for the purpose of
operating againet Gen. Baonke in his ef-
forts to capture Port Hudson, and oper-
ated there very effectoally until the fall
of Vicksburg, which place having been
captured by Gen. Grant, Port Fludson
followed. Bo Othello’s occupation was
gone and we were ordered to rejoin our
command in Oxford, Miss. It was while
proceeding on our journey, and while
halted at Crystal Springs, Miss., the re- |
port came to my brother, who was then
temporarily in command of the company,
that a squad of deserters had left the
command and fled for the Missiesippi
river. My brother, Cicero M. Allen, |
was ordered to take a squadron of oar |
company and proceed in pursnit of these
men, and if possible effect their captare. |
We rode about forty miles in pursnit of '
the fugitives that day, but they. reached
the river, cromsed, and left us behind, |
The game had eseaped us, but as events
will prove, there was other game that |
was to fall into our hands, and from an'
entirely unexpected sonrce. It was Sat-
urday evening when we reached the viec-
inity of the town of Rodney, and Lieut.
Allen (who was my twin brother, T was
a private in the company) took the boys
out on the bank of the river and we
quietly took & survey of the sitnation,
and there lay the Yankee gun-boat,
“Rattle.” We had no means of going
aboard the ‘‘Rattler,”” though we wouald
like to have done 8o could we have sc-
complished anything, but this was im-
possible, and as night closed around we
went into bivouae. Right along side of
the main road leading out of Rodney,
our little squadron was cooking their
ratione, while my brother and 1 stood
chatting together upon our disapoint-
ment in not overhauling the deserters,
when a carriarge rolled by and haslted.
A lady put her head out of the vehicle

and my brother saluted her. She langhed

and said:
‘‘Are you commanding these soldiers?"’
My brother answered,
llyu. w."
llwﬂ‘ltuﬁd- 9
“Captain Fentress, commander of the
Rattler, came ashore this evening, and
suid he had noticed a bunch of butter-|

toa guard. While I was coming out a
Indysitting in the aisleof the church said:
"‘Go upin the choir. The captain has
wone up there.”” In an instant, pistol
in hand, 1 was leaping up the steps and
out sprang the two officers and down the
other side they went, only to meet the
Lieut. with hie pistol, and they surren-
dered. The the other boys had eaptured
the balance of the silors or marines and
we drew out of Rodney ae the ‘‘Rattler’’
had opened ‘& heavy fire of shell and
grape, knocking off the steeple of the
church, so I have heard,

Well out irom under from their fire,
with our prisoners, some twenty-four in
number, a8 wellas I can remember, in-
cluding the two officers, and noticing the
boat’s action in firing upon the defense-
less town, my brother called to Capt.
Fentress, and said:

““Who is in command of the ‘Rattler’
in your absence?"’ :

He eaid: ‘‘My Executive Officer.”’

Quickly tearing u leaf out of his book,
he ealled Coon Clark, one of our men, and
wrote the following laconic note:- **To
the Executive Officer, commanding gun-
boat Rattler- Cease firing on Rodney, or
I'll hang every prisoner in my posses-
"nn-l,

Fentress was looking over his shoulder
a8 he wrote the note, and said to me:

‘‘My God! does he mean that?’

I told him he did.

The Gun-boat received the communi:
eation, and instantly the firing ceased.

We went back and apoligised for our
intrusion into the church, and assured
the congregation that mo harm would
come to them now, se the boat had
ceased firing, and they were dismissed,
and I do not believed that there was
anybody in the house that was very
much alarmed or hurt.

Our going after these men into the|e

church may pomsibly be criticised by
some people, but the game of war, as
our friend Sherman remarked, *‘is hell.”’
We reached onr command with our pris-
onere, and tarn them over. They re-
mained with us for a considerable while,
and Capt. Fentress and Lieut. Strunk,
my brother and myesll got to be good
friends with both of them, and afler the
war my brother met Lieut, Strunk in 8t.
Lodis and they dined happily together,
with no ugly memories of war to disturb
their appetites. Whether Capt. Fentrese
is living or dead I do mnot know, ss I
have never heard of him since. But the

20 sorry we could not have remained i 35 : A reoorded
longer when we were in- Waterproof and h“,“‘ worthy to bear.” ' This gen- &m --:'f-"'....-umm
taiked over the old times with you aad [ ioq serviems.  You i A dares e snd ios e R A]
your wifs. We also regretted exceed- the bt and u-t;'im\%m ll?:.ll
J =g = illllﬂutﬂmunﬂhnnhnuhh belag h‘wp 3 4 +
AMES ARCHER TURPIN. _ the old friends and comrades at : our belfry was ' : Tomether with ?g
1 knew & good many ofthe od Was repaired af- AT el
attended ", y oar
the elbow at the battle of Britton’s Lane, | o4 1go ;:i:d‘ﬁqlh In ‘61 it ye.| 1blsckmare mare.
in Tennessee, but served over two years | yoy gne gf my school mat e “'-"‘“’g:;'
in his maimed condition. ‘| Joha ; deso-| 8t. Joseph, La., December 31, 1915. ;
I you will pardon the digression, T mnl:mehﬂmlbﬂumnmm- b 3 the shell is still ap-
will tell yon of an incident of Lieunt. ney. Mr Hartand I Id haveenjoyed JUDICIAL ADVERTIRRMENT.
Allen's career in the army. He was %0 very much meeting his old forgivenean for length | YAfRIT OF FIERI PACIAS. . -

captared during the time we were oper-

ating around "Port Huodeon, and taken |pe faels : necesary for me Court,

aboard the steamer “‘Therville” to be mm"‘;!,:_";‘t‘,"_,"““_h"’m clear my dpectacies of tears more than R &

taken to New Orleans. While on the [hughand and the “boys"* that once whea I read it, but I sincerely thank I va. o. s ;
boat Ile‘ walked out with thagaudml suntie often thinks of them and : “::_:L’._‘lm' . L
the boiler, deck, and, watchiog hi# | shem soon. Mr. Hart joins me in the lid off my soul, all that P'mmmdm.o

chance, knocked the guard down, and, wishes\to you and the family horrible war of tresson and ignoring of mzﬁ-m wm

clothed in uniform, with heavy boots on hope that if we do- not mest Btate’s (and all) Rights roshes out. I'm |on— 3 P

and only one arm to make the desperate agsin that we will met in heaten, true Bouthern woman yet! I've nover| SATURDAY the of JANUARY,

fight with the angry river, he leaped over-
board, swam ashore, and made good his
escape. The whole brigade turned out
to receive him when they learned of his
approach to our line, and one stalwart
Arkansian bore him on his shoolders,
and in this way he rejoined his com-
mand.

This story is in no sense a literary ef-
fort. 1 am a very busy man, and have
little time lor anything but the pressing
affairs of business, and have written from
memory, but the facts are sll about as
stated. ’

1 would be glad to have & copy of the
paper it you publish this,

I am, very truly,

Your friend and comrade, & gross
COLUMBUS H. ALLEX, | *™" in Coulederate Seouts;
P. 8. Capt. Pentress was s native of | DeT® were only & very few seouts bat I
Norfolk, Va. ; could not say or even' guess how many,
S : Mr. Hunt wes present in the chureh that

peas I think yoo may liks to have
Yyon BOTH

Belzoni, Miss., Bept. 29, 1015. fnsts of the Buithe 4f € -

Mr. J. Archer Turpin,

to my hushand of £ mber 10th was
received in doé timé,"and ‘Fhould have
been snswered sooner, but a prees of oth-
er duties prevented. s, it

In regard to the eapture of the' men
from the gun-boat st Rodney, that you
enquired about, I will just copy from a
little diary [ came scross A fow days be-
fore your letter came:

Oakland, September,
Last Sunday, Sept. 12.“h.dm. Sz
L e '
; more ' )
usual. We had_commenced the second | Hamphreys of Missiesippl e o
by, when 10 o or Scoate cate Lo e ey heard that bl B et Siets yeunge brsthe, 23 M| 5. s e e
of ped o pisol | reien of the war,—ondets from e died in December, 1840, T e g | T M0, g
the| erate Generals writtey on pomel of M7{7 yeurs old,—the culy father Jes ome FSTRON B O 07 -
uncle’s enddle. Sad! md! times. among my grandisther, James Biuart’s Y : .t
A b L]
. Grees| 18m at home and very quist oodisy grand-childsen. I was the et and|
excitement seri- | after Xmas if I'can help S0Y WY idol of the whole Scotch lot; now I 4
ously hurt. with your papers I will be phoased | o of two living. We claim descent
. to do 0. 1 have a phioto of ﬂﬂhh“m.‘
sit church and it too shows the marks of wags said to, be Hke her,—alss
Federal shells. Shonld youn st any time was & French
;h.mnipm Mont. come to Ngtebes and will come out to Lsoute La Roche: I N
ateation nging Linden (R: E. Oonner home) or aslastars
still,”’ but she ran up . of her.
deet and reached home before I phone to Mrs. Joba A. Liserick in have a mach loved friead in ;
took her. We house we will be giad to have you oubloh Mre. Athes Brown, and Jefferson
gether and I got out of the here, Could send in for you. hh“'. h"-'
Only one of the enemy escaped ner, 72 year old, is & veleran and & very | | ND | ——
bave been the one yow referred to in your one, Ty [Nows =¥ J. A. Tonrm] :
letiter. Last winter, while Mr. Hart and Begging pardon for tardiness, mother was born Elissbeth 7
1 were visiting our sons at Yours A wes my msternal grand-father's §
La., we heard that he had come Seuth| (Mrs.) IRENE STUART LIMERIOK. sister. M. Ann Lee of Tensss
and was enquiring for the young ledy e hie grand-father’s eidest sister. . Park :
that hadbeiped to hide him in_the Natches, Miss., Oct. &, 1015, |7 i st
ureh, be wanted to marry | Mr. James Archer Purpin, Richerdeen’s Latter. MOUNT, REORTVER i. | : I
ber (his wile was desd). Thought her 25 > gt ¢ : ,&m‘w 3
name was Misms Jasper Grifing. Yon L. :
might write Mrs. Irens Limerick, at Nat- | :
ches, care of her son, John Limerick ; she i
makes her home with him since her hus- =
band’s death. .
Yes, Charlie Wilcox, married Georia :
Grifing, she was Mr. Frank Griffing's Rodory

Es
L]

Rodney atthat time; however, he was Olark, ofir :
called Mr. Jeff Grifing. His wife died. wee sick in Ded
Mre. Jasper Griffing died a few years af- the chureb,
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