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A. BrUcE BIELASK]

HREE years ngo it began to dawn

upon Amerienn officials that the
greut LETE S TTEET 7] COnsplraey-——con-
cerning which the few revelations
so far made have electritied  the
nation—was under way. To peet
it they had only the agencies
which were barely  adequate for
peace; there was hardly a man
who had ever matehed hwits with
the foreizn  government experts.
The story of how this menace was met can as
yet he told only In part.  But not the least in-
teresting  part concerns the men who have
done the work,

Chief of the weapons which were at hand was
the secret service of the department of justice,
Its agents were an unobtrusively efliclent lot, but
woefully small in numbers and, for the most
part,  inexperienced  In international  afTairs,
“White slaves” and predatory business had been
their chlef game, The even smaller foree of
the treasury secret serviee was almost fully oe-
cupied with fts routine duties of guarding the
currency and the president’s life. I, too, has
rendered amazing service ngainst the spies, but
upon the departmment of justice agents fell the
chief hurden,

They were called upon to mateh the eraft,
the experience and the ruthlessness of the keen-
west of German who were hacked hy a
renowned secret service organization and unlim-
ited funds,

Their chief, the man who had developed the
government detective foree, who had Iaid the
foundation for an extensive, loosely geared, even
runnlng mechanism, and who promptly assem-
bled it when the need eame, Is Alexander Bruce
Blelaski (“Home Run" Bielaski they called him
4n his high school days). He entered the depart-
anent n dozen years ago, when the development
of a burenu of Investigation to handle secret
work for which no other provistion had been made
was started.

This burean was commissioned to wrestle with
violations of neutrality, with those of the nation-
al banking laws, with antitrust eanses, bucket
shop cases, “white slave” eases; it was to prose-
cute those who Ilmpersonate an officer of the
{government, to pursue those who flee the coun-
'lrt:y and seek to evade the long arm of the federal

w.

spies,

. ' There were alrendy several detective agencles

in the government, each created for a specific pur-
@ and limited by law in its operations, For in-
stance, there was the secret service in the treas-
ary department.  There were customs agents to
prevent smuggling, land agents to protect the
public domain, post office inspectors to make
difficult the misuse of the mails. But the special
agents of the department of justice had a field
snany thmes as broad as that oceupied by any other
detective ageney.  One phase of its work alone—
that of eircumventing vielations of neutrality—
beeame a hereulean task when the war broke,
The department of justice refused to follow
precedent in its ereation of a detective ngeney, It
hullt a staff of operatives that was a new thing in
the fleld of detective work.  In doing =o it made
brains 1ts first requisite of selection of men and
held that eduecation was a developer of brains,
The youngsters of this service have suceeeded
where veterun police have failed,  Hvery case an
operative nmdertakes is an eotirely new prablem,
in which his past experience is by no means an
tnfallible guide, Tt nesds brains and initiative,
A young agent of the bureau of investigation,
formerly a salesman for a wholesale grocer, went
into the Alleghenies on his first ease and cleaned
up a nest of moonshiners that had defied local
authorities nnd United States marshals for years,
Another of these men worked as n laborer on the
doeks of New Orleans amd found out the meth-
ods employed by the sugar samplers In so grad-
ing imported cargoes that the loss to the govern-
ment wis hundreds of thousands in doties every
year.  Still another “roped In" with Mexicnn
revolutionists in El Paso,
The fmportanee of the work of these special
be measared by an aceount of the

agents may
clrenmstanees back of the seizure of the port of
Yera Cruz in April, 1914, and the part played in
that event by one of those ingenfous men. It
was some months before that event that a hage,
benrded Russian  attracted  the attention of a
house detective In a New York hotel hy the dis-
play of a draft Tor 300,000 signed by President
Luerta of Mexico.  The house detective tele-
phoned the speclnl sgents, who watehed the opera-
tions of the Huassinn,

That Individual bonght fireurme and ammuni-
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Such was the work of
the special agents before
the war.  Bielaskl, in Washington, sat at the
center of the web which eovered the nation. In
other important ecities, sueh s New York, Chi-
engo, New Orleans, there were Jesser web e
ters.  In the federal building in each fmportant
clty was an otfice of special agents with a group
of operatives which revolved about it. In the
smaller  centers  were  single  representatives
who could eall for re-enforcements whenever an
emergency developed.  Then there were the free
lances of the service, those who eould he shut-
tled to whatever point required the attention of
especially skilled men,

Bieluski is the silent man with every mesh of
the web in his sensitive fingers. His career s
one that might well be an inspiration to any am-
bitious youngster., He entered the department
of justice 12 years ago as a laborer and for a
compensation of $660 a year. Seoon he was a
clerk of special agents, then an examiner, a spe-
cinl examiner, an assistant to the attorney gen-
eral, acting chief and chief of speclal agents,
This latter post he has held since 1912. These
have been the years during which the newest and
greatest of the government's detective agencies
has been taking definite form. Bielaski has been
molding it.

Then the great war came, and the United States
found itself a non-participant faced with the ne-
cessity of malntaining peutrality within its bor-
ders.  Finally this country was itself in war and
must combat the much vaunted secret service
of the Germans, and mnst wateh those millions
of people living within #1s borders that had been
horn in enemy countries and whose allegiance
was sufliciently in deubt to make thelr surveil-
Linee necessary.

During the period of neatrality secores of un-
pleasant siteations arose because of the insist-
ence of Germany upon abusing the hospitality of
the United States. Almost the first of these
resulted from o plan Iaid by Capt. Franz von Pa-
pen, wilitary attache to the German embassy, for
ohtaining false passports for the use of German
reservists.  First through Lieut, Hans von Wedell
and later throuzh one Rureede he operated an
office in New York which sought to get vagabonds
around the wharfs and cheap boarding houses
und to induee these men to apply to Washington
for passports, which he purchased amd used in
returning reservists to Enrope,  The plan had not
been working long when a speeial agent from the
New York oflice was on the trail. He succeeded
in representing himsell as the proper sort of man
to secure framdulent passports, and was  soon
deep in the confidenee of the Germans,  HRoroede
wis sent o prison: von Wedell fled, but was in-
tereepted by the British and tmprisonsd, aond the
whole scheme was broken up, Van Papen was
recalled ot the request of the state department
becanse of “improper activities,” of whieh this
was but one.

The watehfulness of the special agents was evi-
deneed by the faet that they Enew the exact hour
when, on April 14, 1016, Wolf von Igel had taken
T0 pounils of secret papers out of various hiding
plaees amd assembld them for teansfer to Wash-

ington.  Von Igel operated from an office at 60
Wall strect.  Though he was an employee of the
German embassy, there was a question a8 to
whether his | s were immune from selzure,
as they would be In the embassy. So he was

making remdy to transfer them to unquestioned
safety.  He eladmed thar his papers were exempt
from the right of seizure.  The German ambas-
stdor bhaeked his elaim., The special agents ad-
mittedd that if the;
embassy they
to Washington,
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When Capt. von Papen laid his plans in the
German club, in New York, for the invasion of
Canada by Germans in the United States, the spe-
cinl ngents knew of his plans. The fiasco of the
Welland canal, the unavailing activities of Paul
Koenig, chief detective of the Hamburg-Amerl-
ean line; the machinations of Capt. Karl Boy-
Ed—all came to naught and were well known by
the American authorities.

Finally came the master spy M all, Capt.
Franz von Rintelen, intimate of , & man
of highest soclal rank and vast wealth, with
plans to overturn all in m_ﬂllt worked
against the interests of Germ: He poured out
money lke water and met el co-opera-
tion on all sides. It seemed
man in America was willing
tent of accepting large amounts of money from
von Rintelen. In fact, Ame 3
right and left, and rendered
turn. Great quantities of
spent, but little progress was
ing the results for which Germa

When these activities are s
the effort of German intrigue
to have been astonishingly fertile. In the face
of such a lack of results it is difficult to believe
in the excellence and cleverness of Prussian es-
pionage. This newly organized agency of the
United States, intended for upplicition to the
tasks of peace, crossed swords with what is
termed the greatest spy system In the world, and
thus far it has not heen hested.

Then, suddenly the United States itself was
thrust into the war, With tens of thousands of
German reservists, hundreds of thousands of Ger-
man citizens, millions of people of German blood,
this country would appear to have been in a po-
sition of great danger from within, Certainly
thers was need of sharp watchfulness, No other
helligerent nation was confronted by an Internal
alien-enemy prolilem of such magnitude,

The government in this emergency offered Bi-
vlaskl the assistance of representatives of {ts
other departments elsewhere, There were, for
instance, certain representatives of the depart-
ment of agrienlture, seattered from coast to coast,
who knew their communities well. These were
instructed to wateh for individoals who gave evi-
dence of disloyvalty to the United States and re-
port hack to the departinent of justice, when
there was time, or to the nearest United States
attorney when quick action was required. The
post aflice sent instroetions to 45,000 postmasters,
33000 letter ecarriers and 43,000 rural
nan,
enr to the ground for any showing of dislovalty
from within and report promptly,. The Innd of-
fice, the Indinn office, the publie health service,
the reclamation service—all those governmental
agencies that spread. out among the people were
officially Instructed to help proteet the natien from
any possilile foe from within.

Those other deteetlve ageneies of the govern-
ment such as the secret service, the post office in-
spectors, the enstoms agents, were ealled upon
for skilled assistance, On the instant, almost, and
entirely aside from these government agencies,

there was built up in silence a secret service of |

valunteers which is today effectively at work, Tts
tentacles  steal out through newspaper offices,
hanks, hotels, over rallroad systems, Into municl-
pal governments, through the radiations of trav-
eling <alesmen, It i= a loose organization, but It
works under Instructions and knows what to do
when it finds a plague spot,

And this vast machine has been placed in le

hanils of & young man, who, 12 years ago, fresh
from high sehool, entered the government serviee
as a laborer at 8660 a year. “Home Run” Biel-
nski, son of a minister, grandson of Capt. Alex-
ander Bielaski, who died in battle at Bull Run,

dant of a Polish patriot whe fought that
it herome a nation, Is making opera-
it for the spies of the enemy.
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FORCED TO WORK
{IN KRUPP PLANT

Deported Men and Prisoners Are
Driven Into Slavery by Ger-
man Authorities.

.

MAKE STARTLING DISCLOSURE

Hollander Tells How Deported Bel-
gians and French Prisoners of
War Are Compelied to Work
in Munitions Factory
in Essen,

By W. J. L. KIEHL.
lﬂ!_rrespcmdenl of the Chicago News)
The Hague, Holland.—A Netherland-

er who until four days ago was em-
ployed at Krupp's munition works in
Essen, Germany, makes the startling
diselosure that some 4,000 Hollanders
are worklng at Essen in the munition
and war material factories. Most of
these men get there through the machi-
nations of what this “escaped” Hol-
lander calls “Seelenerkanfer”—Cohen
& Ossendegner of Rotterdam, who
seem to act as agents for supplying
Germany with greatly needed labor.
Elghty or ninety men a day generally
find their way across the border by
means of their agents, lured by the
prospect of very high wages and good
food. What they find In reality and
how next to Impossible it is made for

L

If the Hollander felt too Il or feeble
to work the Germans simply took away
his bed from under him to make him
get up, Oh, yes, there is a doctor, but
he always diagnoses the same. ‘You
can work—if you don't work you won't
eat'—'nicht arbeiten—nicth essen,’ as
we used to put it.

“The laborers are housed by the 500
together in barracks, which are but
insufficiently warmed and Imperfectly
cleaned, Tyrphus elaims many victims,
In the barracks where 1 was housed
1 found four men lying dead of typhus
heside my crib one morning. After a
few days of this sort of thing It is not
to be wondered at that many Holland-
ers try In every way to get back to
their country, although the vises on
their passes are Incking.

“If they are captured they are
thrown into prison for a fortnight on
bread and water. If they surviveshey
are then drafted back to Krupp's, and
set to work again, Production s
pushed to the utmost. Numbers of sol-
diers are employea as a change from

B

stimulate the energy of the people are
eagerly promnlgated, such as those of
enormous submarines of dreadnaught
type, of guns that can shoot 90 kilo-
meters that are soon to be used against
the allied armies.”

BIRDS EAT BOLL WEEVILS

Yet There Is No Legal Protection for
Insect Destroyers in the State
of Georgia.

Savannah, Ga.—When Robert Can-
non found the crop of a quall that he
had killed loaded with boll weevils he
immediately conferred with county au-
thorities to ascertain if he could keep
hunters off his land, which is not
fenced, He was much disappointed
when informed that he could not do
B0

On farms in thig part of the country,
where the quail and other insect-de-

boll weevil is seldom seen, while on ad-
jolning farms, where the public Is per-
mitted to hunt, cotton crops have been
practically devastated.

A concerted movement is on foot
among the farmers to conserve the
quail. The matter will in all proba-
bility he hrought to the attention of
the legislature,

GETTING

them to return to their own country
is thus told in the Hollander's words: |
No Return Pass Given. |

“When this firm of agents secured
my services they did not mention war |
work,” he said. “I was given to under-
stand that field labor and trade work
was required.  Also I was promised
that 1 could return any Saturday to
Holland to stay through Sunday. The

was said to be plentiful. 1 accepted,
my pass was ready in a few moments,
but I did not know that the signatures |
and vises required for my return to |
Holland had been omitted, as they al- |
ways are in the passes given by these |
agents, no doubt because they know |
perfectly well that after a week in |
Germany no single Hollander would |
ever think of returnitig there after his |
week-end in Holland. |

“Soon after my entrance upon Ger-
man soil at Elten, where 1 found sev-
eral compatriots like myself, we were
met by an agent from an ‘arbeits bu-
reau,” who secured our services for
shellmaking at Krupp's by telling us
that food was good there and wages
very high. He sald that in other
branches of labor food was but indif-
ferent and the wages nothing like
Krupp's, s0 we men went to Essen.
How good the food was there you can
judge of by the fact that my welght
was reduced by 24 pounds while there,

“For breakfast we received two
slices of bread without any butter or
fat whatever. For dinner potate soup
that left us hungry an hour after
eating. Then In the evening again
two siices of bread lke at breakfast.
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GIVES HUSBAND AND
3 SONS FOR COUNTRY

Lingle, Wyo.—A hushand and
three ‘sons for Uncle Sam’'s lib-
erty forces is the eontribution
of Mrs., John M. Bennett, of
this town.

With all the male members of
her family preparing in various
training eamps for the fight for
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Bennett and her tweo young
daughters spend a great deal of
their lelsure doing Ited Cross
work.

promised wages were high and food |

MAIL IN THE TRENCHES

French soldiers in the trenches made happy by letters from the loved
ones at home,

the front, and these men are so afraid
of being again esent to the front that
they would rather work themselves to
death at Krupp's.

Where Deported Belgians Work.

“Deported Belgians and French pris-
oners -of war also work at Krupp's.
Discipline 18 strictly enforced, and any
utterances of nnti-German views are
at once punished.

“I got the impression that Germany
flung itself llke mad Into munition
work as its last card. But raw ma-
terial Is gettlng scarce, especlally cop-
per. In Essen all copper faucets and
the like had already been replaced by
iron and tin, The general idea in Ger-
many s that the war can be prolonged
at the utmost for another half year, so
they are employing their last forces
for a supreme effort,

“Every evening at Krupp's alarms Is
made—'Flieger Gemeldet’ [alrplanes
reported]. All lights are then extin-
guished, This is done so that we
should not know when flyers really
came to bombard the factories. No one
is allowed to talk of the damage done
by allied bombs, and the newspapera
are enjoined to keep silence on these
matters. Still, T can say that some
damage has been done, although I ean-
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not say how much nor exactly where,
On the other hand, stories likely to

CONVICTS KEEP THEIR WORD

Warden Liberates 40 of Them for
Holiday, and All Return to
the Prison.

Rahway, N. J. — Warden Frank
Moore of the state reformatory ex-
perimented durlng the holiday in per-
mitting prisoners, after recelving thelr
word of honor to return, to spend
Christmas at home.

‘He liberated 40 of them and '
all returned within the agreed time.
“Barry the Buster,” who Is clever at
Jail deliveries, was one of the forty.
Another was a young man who took
a large turkey home to his mother,

His friends bade him good-by azs he
left Christmas nlght, belleving his
story of having business elsewhere,
They did not know,

Women Conductors Quit.

New York.—The success of the ex-
periment by the Brooklyn RRapld Tran-
sit company of hiring women condue-
tors Is serlously threatened. Three of
the first ten women employed have re-
gigned.  Two resigned because of sick-
nesg aml the third said the work inter-
fered with the care of her five ehil-
dren.

CREWS CRAZED

London.—Murh has heen written
about the hardships endured by the
erews of vessels sunk by German sub-
murines. Here are some particalnrs
| dealing with the plucky deeds per-
| formed by oflicers and men belonging
ito all branches of the sea services,
naval and mercantile,

The first case is that of a passenger
steamer which had been torpedoed on
a Monday, without warning, as usual,
In the Atlantic, 320 miles from land,
Phe chief officer took charge of No.
2 lifeboat, which had on board 31 per-
gons, including two women and a baby
four months old,

Bad weather prevailed all that day
| and throughout the might, increasing
| the plight of the miserable people, Pro-
| visions, tno, were searce, but what ex-

fsted was taken charge of by the chief
officer, who doled out halt a dipper
| (half-pint) of water to each person
night and morning. 2

They had been barely twenty-four
hours in the boat when the horrors of

BY SUFFERING

the situntion were ndded to by mad-
ness, On the Tuesday the cook lost
his reason, and on the Wednesday he
died. That night witnessed the insan-
Ity of the storekeeper, who had to be
lashed down. On Thursday he too
died, On Friday an A. B. expired.
Water Begins to Get Low.

The water was now Dbeginning to
give out and the boat's company suf-
fered from intense thirst.

A fireman was found dead in the
bottom of the boat on Saturday morn-
ing, and the third-class pautry boy
died during the day. A

On Sunday the cattlPman tried to
jump overhoard three times, and sue-
ceeded at the fourth attempt. The sur-
vivors were In too feeble a state to
save him, although they turned the
boat round and searched for him. The
water gave out on Sumnday.

There were oceasionnl showers of
rain, but everything was saturated
with salt, and the lttle water they got
was undrinkable. They licked the

. i

woodwork, hoping to gather up the
raindrops

Then they broke up the water keg,
and licked the inslde, which they found
saturated with moisture, and deliclouns.
At 3 p. m. on Monday land was sighted,
but it was a long way off, and by the
time they drew nenr darkness and a
heavy northerly swell made a landing
impossible. They lay to, and during
a squall thelr mast carried away at the
heel, but that did not matter much, for
it ncted as a sen anchor,

At daylight on Tuesday they were
sighted by a couple of fishing boats,
which towed them into port. The baby
lived for some time after belng landed.
The linen keeper died as he was belng
lifted from the boat. Two of the crew
refused to leave the hoat, having gone
mad. A trimmer died from gangrene
two weeks later,

The chief officer remarked : “T would
like to testify to the excellent behavior
of the boat’s erew throughout our pe-
riod of elght days' hardship and ex-
posure.”

A New York hotel has a roof gare

den for the dogs belonging to guests,
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'HOLD LIBERTY BONDS

MeAdoo, in a statement given out
through the federal reserve banks, “I
am sure that they have failed to econ-

sider the effect which the acceptance

| People Urged to Retain Them as i of their offers have upon the situation.

Permanent Investment.

| Government Discourages Practice of
Merchants in Accepting Them in
Exchange for Merchandise.

Caited

States tres

seeking t
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the eountry of offering to pecept Lib-
| erty s of the first and second js- |

ul thrift

| thus depriv
bor aud materigl needed for war pur-
poses,

“While 1 bave no doubt that mer-
chants are a2tuated by patroltle mo-
tives,” sald Secretary of the Treasury

e of the ||

cpenditures, |
g the government of la-

We are making the strongest efTort to
have government  bonds  pur-
chased for permanent investment hy
| the people ot larze, to be paid for ont
i of the past and future savings of those
| who buy them. Iur
| not only result In opr
| the uses of the goy
also offeet o consery

material.

these

% thus muade

viding funds for
nent, but they
[ Tabor and
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g expenditure, In

s, when tak-

mndize, must

frmmediately sold In
This naturally tends

| the open mar
| rket price of the is-
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sue and makes it less easy to sell fu-
| wire jssues at the same rate”
Seeretury McAdoo beileves that the
F merchants of the eountry, upon a more
| enreful consideration of the subject,
i\\'m discontinue their effurts to sell

nged for |
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merchandise and take Liberty bonds in
payment for it,

 FIND GUINEA EGGS IN SNAKE

Setting Hen Finishes the Job by
Hatching Qut Seven Little
Guineas.

Monltrle, Ga,

| all christene
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without hurm
noke, untl]l the
I open, are the

Hord of
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T,

onrly thi

s fnll,
ke dying in
tate with its
3 Killing
the snal 1 . Alford
found seven gulpea eggs nside of It,
which had recently been stolen from
the nest of a setting hen, Placing the
{ eges under a-setting hen in hiz nearhy
| harn, Mr, Alford was overjoyed n few
| days later to find seven little gulnens
11.:11chu1! out and happy.

stroying birds have been protected, the *




