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IIItEE years ago It began to dawn
ulion Armerian officials that the

W great Genrnan conspiracy-con-
cerning which the few revelations
so far maade have electrifiedtl the
nation-was under way. T:a Ilpeet

which were barely adequate for
peace; there was hardy a man
who had ever matched )wits with
the foreign government experts.

The story of how this menace was imet can as
yet be told only in part. IBut not the least in-
teresting part concerns the men who have
done the work.

Chief of the weapons which were at hand was
the secret service of the department of justice.
Its agents were an unobtrusively efficient lot, but
woefully small in numbers and. for the most
part, inexperienced in International affairs.
"White slaves" and predatory business had been
their chief game. The even smaller force of
the treasury secret service was almost fully oc-
eupled with Its routine duties of guarding the
currency and the president's life. It, too, has
rendered amazing service against the spies, but
upon the department of justice agents fell the
chief burden.

They were called upon to match the craft,
the experlence and the ruthlessness of the keen-
-est of German spies, who were backed by a
renowned secret service organization and unlim-
ited funds.

Their chief, the man who had developed the
government detective force, who had laid the
foundation for an extensive, loosely geared, even
running mechanism, and who promptly assem-

*bled It when the need came, Is Alexander Bruce
2lelaski ("Home lRun" Blelaski they called him
Into his high school days). He entered the depart-
mrent a dozen years ago, when the development
oft a bureau of investigation to handle secret
'work for which no other provision had been made
w'as started.

This bureau was commissioned to wrestle with
violations of neutrality, with those of the nation-
-al banking laws, with antitrust cases, bucket

ebop cases, "white slave" cases; It was to prose-
cute those who Impersonate an officer of the

t. to pursue those who See the conn-
and ss• • to evade the long arm of the federal

glinSramnnt. seaeb aated for a specific per-
ind limited by law In Its operations. For in-

tanee, there was the secret service In the treas-
p•ry department. There were customs agents to
prevent smuggling, land agents to protect the
public domain, post office Inspectors to make
difficult the misuse of the malls. But the spelwial
agents of the department of justice had a field
`nathy times as broad as that occupied by any other
detective agency. One phase of its work alone-
that of circumventing violations of neutrality-
became a herculean task when the war broke.

The department of Justice refused to follow
precedent in its creation of a detective agency. It
bunlt a staff of operatives that was a new thing in
the field of detective work. In doing so it made
brains its first requisite of selection of men and
held that education was a develop-r of brains.

The youngsters of this service have succeeded
where veteran police have falkedl. Every case an
operative undertakes is an entirely new problemn,
In which his lmast experience is by no means ain
infallible guide. It needs brains and initiative.

A young agent of the hureau of investigation.
formerly it salesman for a wholesale grocer, went
into the Alleghenies on his first case and cleaned
up a nest of moonshiners that had defied local
authorities and United States marshals for years.
Another of these men worked as a lahorer on the
docks of New Orleans and found out the Ineth-
oda employed by the sugar sanmplers In so grad-
ing inmported c.:lrges' that the loss to the govern-
Intent was hundreds of tllhcusnands in duties every
year. Still another "roped In" with Mexitnlu
revolutionists in El Paso.

The imlportnnce of the work of these special
agents may i' tanoCna<urd by aln ae(count of tile

eilrcnumstlances back of the seizure of the Iprt of

Vera t'rnuz in April. 1914. andl the part pi:yed in
that event by nile of those ingenlouets t'en. It
was some months before that evetnt that a lhuge.
balrded Russian attraeted the attention of a
house detective In a New York hotel by the dis-

piny of n drntft for $ .0(,.00U signed by President
Uie.rita of Mexico. The house detective tele-

phoned the special agents, who watched the oper:l-
tioeiw of the ttisslfan.

That Individual Ionwht firea:rms and nmmuni-
tlon in suititehnt quantiites toI load a ship. It
was the business of the government to ses to
It that he did not se'nd this to Mexico. as there
was an etblllhlrgo on fire-armsln to that clullltry. The

chip, however, cle:lretd for Otde ss:u. ]Itl-i:. :,rid the
special a.ents traced it to that l"'int aened wit-
nlte-ssel the refull•l of the lusti-alll go've-reillenelt teo
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TIME WHEN LIFE IS SWEET'

Few Joys That May ee Corpatrcd to

the Jcy of the VrCo:-nd on
the Trait.
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this ammunition. The
occupation of Vera Cruz
followed. It later dev-
elopedl that most of the
ammunition bought by the
Russian was junk, and
that Mexico had been
cheated by him, and that
he had returned, probably
enriched to the extent of
$1,000,000, to the land of
his fathers.

Such was the work of
the special agents before

the war. Bielaskl. In Washington. sat at the
center of the web which covered the nation. In
other important cities, such as New York, Chi-
cago, New Orleans, there were lesser web cen-
ters. In the federal building in each important
city was an office of special agents with a group
of operatives which revolved about it. In the
smaller centers were single representatives
who could call for re-enforcements whenever an
emergency developed. Then there were the free
lances of the service, those who could be shut-
tied to whatever point required the attention of
especially skilled men.

Blelaski Is the silent man with every mesh of
the web In his sensitive fingers. His career is
one that might well be an Inspiration to any am-
bitious youngster. He entered the department
of Justice 12 years ago as a laborer and for a
compensation of $680 a year. Soon he was a
clerk of special agents, then an examiner, a spe-
cial examiner, an assistant to the attorney gen-
eral, acting chief and chief of speeial agents.
This latter post be has laid aince 1t. Thes.

greatest of the governmentr deteeas agsenl .
has been taking defnlte form. Blelaski has bees
molding it.

Then the great war came, and the United States
found Itself a non-participant faced with the ne-
cessity of maintaining neutrality within its bor-
ders. Finally this country was itself in war and
must combat the much vaunted secret service
of the Germans,. and must watch those millions
of people living within its borders that had been
born in enemy countries and whose allegiance
was sufficiently in doubt to make their surveil-
lance necessary.

During the period of neutrality scores of un-
pleasant situations arose because of the insist-
ence of Germany upon abusing the hospitality of
the United States. Almost the first of these
resulted from a plan laid by Capt. Franz von Pa-
pen, military attache to the German embassy, for
obtaining false passports for the use of German
reservists. First through Lieut. lians von Wedell
and later thr',uih one IRuroele he operated an
olic'e in New York which sought to get vagabonds
around the wharfs and cheap boarding houses
and to induce thIese men to apply to Washington
for passports, which he purchased and used in
returning reservists to Europe. The plan had not
been working long when a special agent from the
New York oflice was on the trail. lIe succeeded
in replresenting himself as the proper sort of man
to secure fraudulent passports, and was soon
deep in the conitidence of the (Gemans. Ruroede
was sent to prison; vonm Wedell fledl. but was in-
tercepteil ,y the ltrithll and Imprisonedl, and the
whole s.lcnie was broken up. Van Pa'pen was
recalledl it the request of the state depa:rtment
beInuse ,f "improlper activities," of which this
was but one.

The watchfulness of the special agents was evi-
dlencel by the f:lct that they knew the exact hour
when. mn April 11). 1416,. Wolf von Igel had taken
70 Iwunlds of secret papers out of various hiding
places alnd assemlhhed them for transfer to Wash-
tIgton. Vtn TIE'I operated from an office at 60

Wall street. Though he was an employee of the
4•o:tlln ,'iahb1nssy. there was a question as to
whelthier his papers were Immune from .selzure,

als llthey would lhle In the emlbalssy. So he was
making re:ndy to tr:ansfer them to unqluestioned
safety, lie .lalmed that hisr palpers were exempt
from the right of seizure. The Germnan ambas-
sa:ler backed his clhailn., The special naents ad-
Iniittedl that If they were oflicial papers of the
emanl,ssy they shll,,l le retllurid. They took
tlhim teo Wai hing;t ,,. v h,.re. at the state depart-
Inlnt. thiy lout the 4; rtiumn anibis.•.clor. Tihrsugh
l,,n .h',ur. of ni, 'ht that oeth*ihl dug through

Ihi. . a,' [.pers. T.y ple'd hluam Ic. "i mllst em-
h: rr:•-•g l t';i',l. If hi, ,'li:inw•t thema tus state
I, ,"" h,":,l it , 'rt ,li.l'kt l r ill their revs-
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When Capt. von Papen laid glasa intheGerman club, in New York, r I of

Canada by Germans in the the spe-
clal agents knew of his plans. at the
Welland canal, the Ueavallag at Paul
Koenig, chief detective of Ameri-
can line; the machinatioms Sad Boy-
Ed-all came to naught and knew• by
the American authorities.

Finally came the master an. Capt.
Franz von RIntelen, intimate , a man
of highest soeial rank nad with
plans to overturn all in worked
against the interests ofat red eat
money like water and met oepera-
tion on all sides. It mea i every
man in America was the e-
teat of accepting large ateU

von Rintelen. In teet, mears
right and left, and ea ,i"
turn. Great qusa!tie wre
spent, but little pregq SME,

to have bees astmise* S L rh4S i
of such a lack at reemlits it I is teM6 e
in the excellence and •eleveruet •Pmltan m-
pionage. This newly orgmaned a ep of the
United States, intended for' qSCIes to the
tasks of reace, crossed swe-t with what is
termed the greatest spy system in the world, aad
thus far it has not been heated.

Then, suddenly the United States itself was
thrust into the war. With ts at thousands of
German reservists, hundreds of t ads of Ger-
man citizens, millions of people to German blood,
this country would appear to have been in a po-
sitlon of great danger from within. Certainly
there was need of sharp watcbflmesus. No other
belligerent nation was confronted by an internl
alien-enemy problem of such magnitude.

The government in this emergency offered Bl-
elaski the assistance of representatives of its
other departments elsewhere. There were, for
instance, certain representatives at the depart-
ment of agriculture, scattered from coast to coast,
who knew their communities well. These were
Instructed to watch for Individuals who gave evl-
dence of disloyalty to the United States and re-
port back to the department of justice, when
there was time, or to the nearest United States
attorney when quick action was required. The
post office sent Instructions to 45,000 postmasters,
.f.000 letter carriers and 43,000 rural delivery
man. Each of thee was instreucted to keep his
ear to the ground for any showaing of disloyalty
from within and report promptly. The land of-
flee, the Indian ofl'e, the publle health service,
the reclamation service-all those governmental
agencles that spread, out among the people were
officially Instructed to help protect the nation from

any possible foe from within.
Those other detective agencies of the govern-

ment such as t the secret service, the post offee In-

spectors. the customs agents, were called upon
for skilled assistance. On the instant, almost, and
entirely aside from these government agenel.s,
there was built up in silence a secret servee of
volunteers which is today effectively at work. Its
tentalesl steal out throutgh newspaper ofeem s

,
banks. hotels, over railroad systems, Into muniel-
pal governments, through the radlations of trav-

ellng salesmen. It is a loose organization, but it
works under Instructions and knows what to do
when it finds a plague spot.

And this vast machine has been placed in the

hands of a young man, who, 12 years ago, fresh
from high school, entered the government service
as a Inhorer at s$0d6 a year. "Home Run" Biel-
askl. son of a minister, grandson of Capt Alex-

ander llieltskl. who died In battle at Bull Run,descewnlnt of a Polish patriot who fought that
Amerlea might bee.mne a nation, Is making opera-
tion dilicult for the spies of the enemy.

USING CAST IRON SHELLS.
They :ar, mniakin shells of cast iron in France,

:';i•ng thielm at the rate of 1,000.000 a day. The
Se-lntiextIh Aimerietn quotes Edgar A. Custer as

:.yn t',s e. atre ilore effective than steel shells
in attaei':ilg ahrthworks.

dren who have entered again earth's
cae \'trn'.-Exchange.

Old Coffins Now Valuable.
(,'! •rttal coins that have not seen

lhe. l:.ht of day for many years adorn
a v:.:.nt lot that is used as a junk
yv:lrl in; Grass Valley, Cal. These grew-
s,,e s~pcters lying about on the
:ron~d have been the cause of a great
de:tl of interest. One of these is a
bronze affair that p worth several
times as much for Juak now as it cort
when new 30 years aso.

FORCED TO WORK
IIN KRUPP PLANT

Deported Men and Prisoners Are
Driven Into Slavery by Ger-

man Authorities.

IME STARtme SCmia
Hollander Tolls How Deported Bel.

glans and French Prisoners of
War Are Compelled to Work

in Munitions Factory
in Esse.

By W. J. L KIEHL.
(brrespondent of the Chicago News.)

The Hague, Holland.-A Netherland-
er who until four days ago was em-
ployed at Krupp's munition works in
Essen, Germany, makes the startlng
disclosure that some 4,000' Hollanders
are working at Essen in the munition
and war material factories Most of
these men get there through the machbl-
nations of what this "escaped" Hol-
lander calls "Seelenerkaufer"-Cohen
& Omendegner of Rotterdam, who
seem to act as agents for supplying
Germany with greatly needed labor.
Eighty or dinety men a day generally
find their way across the border by
means of their agents, lured by the
prospect of very high wages and good
food. What they find In reality and
how next to impossible it is made for
them to return to their own country
is thus told in the Hollander's words:

No Return Pass Given.
"When this finnm of agents secured

my services they did not mention war
work," he said. "I was given to under-
stand that feld labor and trade work
was required. Also I was promised
that I could return any Saturday to
Holland to stay through Sunday. The
promised wages were high and food
was said to be plentiful. I accepted,
my pass was ready In a few moments,
but I did not know that the signatures
and vises required for my return to
Holland had been omitted, as they al-
ways are in the passes given by these
agents, no doubt because they know
perfectly well that after a week in
Germany no single Hollander would
ever think ot returning there after his
week-end in Holland.

"Boon after my entrance upon Ger-
man soil at tetn, where I found sev-
eral compatriots like myself, we were
met by an agent from an 'arbelts bu-
reau,' who secured our services for
shellmakig at Krupp's by telling us
that food was good there and wages
very high. He said that in other
branches ef labor food was but indif-
ferent and the wages nothing like
Krupp's, o we mge went to Ease..
How good the food was there you can
Judge of by the tact that my weight
was redued by 24 pounds while there.

"gIl breakfast we received two
iees of bread witout any butter or

fat whtver. r 1 mirw potato soup
tot a1e M hey as hea afteram nama"Am ur Lm Mr Matr

O GIVES HUSBAND ANDS 3 SONS FOR COUNTRY

Lingle, Wye-A husband ad
three sons for Uncle Sam's lib-
erty forces is the tontribution

this town.
r With all the male members of

her family preparing nla various o
training camps for the fight for 4

o democracy and humanity, Mrs.
i Bennett and her two young

daughters spend a great deal of
their leisure doing Red Cross o

0 work.

CREWS CRAZED BY SUFFERING
London.-Much has been written

about the hardships endured by the
crews of vessels sunk by German sub-
marines. Here are some particulars
dealing with the plucky deeds per-
formed by omcers and men belonging
to all branches of the sea services,
naval and mercantile.

The first case Is that of a passenger
steamer which had been torpedoed on
a Monday, without warning, as usual,
in the Atlantic, 320 miles from land.
The chlef oacer took charge of No.
2 lifeboat, which had on board 81 per-
sons, Including two women and a baby
four months old.

Bad weather prevailed all that day
and throughout the ight, increasing
the plight of the miserable people. Pro-
visions, too, were scarce, but what ex-
fated was taken charge of by the chief
omcer, who doled out halt a dipper
(half-pint) of water to each person
night and morning.

They had been barely twenty-four
hours In the boat when the horrors of

HOLD LIBERTY BONDS

People Urged to Retain Them as
Permanent Investment.

Government Discourages Practice of
Merchants in Accepting Them in

Exchange for Merchandise.

•nit.,d States treasury officials are
seeking to discourage the practice fol-
lowed by lmany merchants throughout
the country of offering to Iccept Lib-
erty bonds of the first and second ins-
sses at lar, andl In somle •e.es at a

Iprniumll, in exch:ange fr m•erchlandise.
They hold that suclh practice defeats
the prima'ry object of the sale of the
bonds., udiscouraging the general thrift
movement and increasing expenditures,
thus depriving the government of la-
I-or and material needed for war put-
poses.

"While I have no doubt that mer-
chants are act.uated by patroltic mw.
tires," sa.d Secretary of the Treasury

If the Hollander felt too ill or feeble
to work the Germans simply took away
his bed from under him to make him
get up. Oh, yes, there is a doctor, but
he always diagnoses the same. 'You
can work-If you don't work you won't
eat'-'nlcht arbetea-ncleth essea,' as
we used to put it.

"The laborers are housed by the 500
together In barracks, which are but
insuflciently warmed and Imperfectly
cleaned. Typhus elain3 many victims.
In the barracks where I was housed
I found four men lying dead of typhus
beside my crib one morning. After a
few days of this sort of thing It is not
to be wondered at that many Holland.
era try in every way to get back to
their country, although the vises on
their passes are lacking.

"If they are captured they are
thrown into prison for a fortnight on
bread and water. If they survivethey
are then drafted back to Krupp's, and
set to work agaln. Production is
pushed to the utmost. Numbers of mol
dlers are employee as a change from

GmElTN MA~ IN THE TRENCHESI

1 I I ~:;Y~g.~~r;.

Frnhiodr ntetrnhn a ap y etr rmtekw
one at home

the froet, and these men are so afraid
of being again sent to the tront that
they would rather work themselves to
death at Krupp's.

where Deperted Selgtam Wek.
"Deported Belgians and French peri

oners of war also work at Erpp's.
Disclpline is strictly enforced, and ay
utterances of antsetrman laews are
at oce panished.

t get the Ltapresao that Germam
hlbs me4 lse amom"

teds! Is gatsio senes
per. Iale as l rapper taes asd
the slike had' alreardy bee replaced by
Iron and tln. The general Idea Is Ger-
many is that the war can be proleaged
at the utmost for another balf year. sa
they are employing their last frces
for a supreme efort.

"Every evening at Krupp's alarms Is
made-'Flleger Gemeldet' [arplanes
reported]. All lights are then extin-
guished. This is done so that we
should not know when flyers really
came to bombard the factories. No one
is allowed to talk of the damage dome
by allied bombs, and the newspapers
are enjoined to keep silence on these
matters Still, I can may that some
damage has been done, although I can-
not say how much nor exactly where.
On the other hand, stories likely to

the situation were added to by ma-
ness. On the Tuesday the cook lost
his reason, and on the Wednesday he
died. That night witnessed the losa-
ity of the storekeeper, who had to be
lashed down. On Thursday he toe
died. On Friday an A. B. expired.

Water Begins to Get Lew.
The water was now beginning to

give out and the boat's company suf-
fered from intense thirst.

A fireman was found dead in the
bottom of the boat on Saturday morn-
lag, nad the thrd-clas pt boy
died during the day.

On Sunday the cattleman tried to
jump overboard three times, and sc-
ceeded at the fourth attempt. The sur-
vivors were In too feeble a state to
save Mm, although they turned the
boat round and searched for him. The
water gave out on Sunday.

There were occasional showers of
rain, but everything was saturated
with salt. and the little water they got
was undrinkable. They licked the

McAdoo. in a statement given out
through the federal reserve banks, "1
am sure that they have failed to con-
sider the effect which the acceptance
of their offers have upon the situation.
We are making the strongest effort to
have the.se government bonds pur-
chased for permanent Investment by
the people nt larce, to be paid for out
of the past and future savings of those
who buy them. PIurchnses thus made
not only result in providing funds for
the uses of the government. but they
also effect a conservation of labor and
material.

"When the bonds are exchnnged for
merchnnltie, the primary object of
their sale Is defeated, dscoluraging
thrift and increasing expenditure. In
additim to this. such bhnds, when tak-
en In exchange for merchandise, must
in nmost .•ses hie imrnedhitely sold in

the open market. This naturally tends
to depress the market price of the is-
sue and makes it less easy to sell fu-
tmre Issues at the same rate."

Secretary McAdoo believes that the
merchants of the country, upon a more
careful consideration of the subject,
will discontinue their efforts to sell

stimulate the e•erg d the peaole ar

eagerly premnlgated, seth as thee ed
enormos bmmarines a dreadnaluht

type, of guns that can shoot 90 kilo-
meters that are soo to be used aglams
the allied armies."

BIRDS EAT BOLL WEEVILS

Yet There Is Ne Legal Preoeetk
Ilaset Destroyers is the St

of Georga.

Savannah, (la.-When Robert Cma-
non found the crop of a quail that he

had killed loaded with boll weevils he

immediately conferred with county au-
thorities to ascertain if he could keep
hunters off his land, which is not
fenced. He was much disappointed
when informed that he could not do
so.

On farms in this part of the country,
where the quail and other insect-de-
stroying birds have been protected, the
boll weevil is seldom seen, while on ad-

joining farms, where the public is per-
mitted to bhunt, cotton crops have been

practically devastated.
A concerted movement is on foot

among the farmers to conserve the

quail. The matter will in all proba-
bllity be brought to the attention of
the legislature.

CONVICTS KEEP THEIR WORD
Warden Liberats 40 of Them fer

Heliday, and All Retur to
the Prsea

Rahway, N. . - Warden Frank
Moore of the state reermetary e-
perimeted darin the hoe~r I per
wedte g1ases t - eetin their1

jail dellvelee, was .em f te f g.
Another was a see man who ta•s
a large turkeuy hme t is mother.

His friends bhade him goeodb he
left Christmas night. believing his
story of having business elsewhre.
They did not know.

Wmen Ccyduoturs Quit.
New York.--The secess of th ee-

periment by the Brooklyn Rapid Tran-
sit company of hiring womes condue-
tors Is seriously threatened. Three t
the first ten women employed have re-
signed. Two resigned because of ldek-
ness and the third said the work Inter-
fered with the care of her fve chil-
dren.

woodwork, hoping to gather up the
ralndrops

Then they broke up the water keL
and licked the Inside, which they found
saturated with moisture, and dellees,.
At S p. m. on Monday land was sighted.
but It was a long way off, a•d by the
time they drew near darkhr and a
heavy northerly swell made a labiag
mpossible. They lay to, and during

a squall their mast carried away at the
heel, but that did not matter much, for
it acted as a sea anchor.

At daylight on Tuesday they were
sighted by a couple of fishing boats.,
which towed them Into port. The baby
lived for some time after being landed.
The linen keeper died as he was belag
lifted from the bat . Two of the crew
refused to leave the boat, having gone
mad. A trimmer died from ga eaer
two weeks later.

The chief officer remarked: "I raold
like to testify to the excellent beabmler
of the boat's crew throughout our pe-
riod of eight days' hardship and es-
posur "

A New York hotel has a roof gar
den for the dogs belonging to guests,

merchandise and take Liberty bonds la
payment for it.

FIND GUINEA EGGS IN SNAKE

Setting Hen Finishes the Job by
Hatching Out Seven Little

Guineas.

Moultrle. On.-S orn iroine rlineas,
all christened "Jonnh." IhEeln.l.o they
spent prt ,of th,.ir iprenrt:,l pi'rh In
the 'tone•th of i rletile Without harm
to the-n l.Iv,,s or the snak,, until the
Intter w:i unhIppily lilt olpen. are the
,roud lps,•-.-ion of L. I). Alford of
Colqlitt county.

,Vhil,, pIc.ing eotton ea:!rly thl fall,
dMr. A.\frd noticed a snnkel.ying in a
cotton row In n torpid sta:te with Its

oldy ensideruhly swollIen. Klilling
the .nake and cutting it opron. Alford
found sevoen guinea cggsg inlsihe of It,
which had recently been stolen from
the nest of a setting hen. Placing the
eggs under a setting hen in his nearby
hbarn. Mr. Alford was overjoyed a few
days later to find seven little guIn•ea
hatched out and happy.


