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IS --CITY OF CONTRADICTIONS

Irkutsk, Metropolls of Siberia, "Forty
Hours From Anywhere," Remark-

able for its Peculiarities.

Irkutsk Is 40 hours from anywhere,
figuratively; five days from Petro-
grad, literally. in the best of times.
and much further, In fact, from the
Russian capital than is San Francisco
from New York. The Siberian metrop-
oils, too far removed to suffer more
than pin pricks from the world war,
finally fell to the bolsheviki.

"Among Siberian cities, Irkutsk is
noted for its churches, orphanages.
hospitals, schools, observatories and
museums," Gen. A. W. Greely wrorte
after a visit to it about ten years ago.
"It Is a city of imposing buildings,
beautiful homes, and,is given to lavish
hospitality, while its extended busi-
ness operations are supplemented by
all modern municipal equipment, In-
cialing telephony and efficient fire
service.

"It must be, added that it has in
summer nearly impassable streets.
that the prevalence of unpunished
crimes is notorious, while it is said
by free-speaking Russians that the in-
efficiency of the police is only sur-
passed by the corruption of its offi-
cials."

The city's normal population is about
that of Omaha, Neb., according to a
bulletin of the National Geographic
society, whlich adds:

"Irkutsk had its beginning from the
station estnblished there in 10G52 for
the collection of a fur tax from the
furiats. This curious people still
dwells in the nalkal region. In them,
it would seem, the ethnological east
and west almost meet. Their busi-
ness is hkin to the herdsmen of our
own western plains; their appearance,
with shaven heads and pigtails, like *
that of the Chinese. In winter they
dress like Eskimos. with sheepsk5s 4
and furs; their summer attire is the
oriental gown of silk and cotton.

"The horses the Buriats raise fit-
are in the religion they cling to most (
tenaciously. This religion calls for 1
sacrifice of the favorite steed at the
owner's grave. The less faithful
among the heirs, though, have been 4
known to tie an animal with a tether
so frayed that the horse soon broke
away to join the herd.

"One of the peculiar customs which
the traveler encountered at Irkutsk be-
fore the war was the closing of the (
railway ticket office for the sale of
tickets t(*o days prior to the dejart-
are of a train. He was not expected
to decide to take a trip to Petrograd
(3,792 miles), to Moscow (3,384 miles).
or to Vladivostok (2.008 miles) on the
spur of the moment."

Romance of' Cotton.
The report that cotton has been dis-

covered growing wild, in what was be-
lieved to be an Australian desert,
opens vast posibilities of new for-
tunes. The history of cotton is strewn
with El Dorados-except for some of
those Inventors whose ingenious ma-
chines of the eighteenth century have
made riches for modern Lancashire.
Arkwright is the most conspicuous In-
stance of reward following merit. Most
of them, like Hargraves. died in pov-
erty. It Is only In our own times that
vast fluctuations in the price of cot-
ton have taken place, and that, of
course, is due to the amazing Ingenui-
ty of the men who made the human-
like machines that now do the work
of a thousand men. When machinery
was first applied in Britain bne of
these more fortunate Inventors boast-
ed that he had reduced the price of a
specially fine kind of cotton from $100
to $4 for a quantity sufficient to make
a lady's dress. We peed him now.

Utopia.
Gibraltar seems to fulfll all the coan-

dltions of a "destrable residence" for
war"tmpoverlshed people. There are
no taxes, except on alcoholic Ilqursl
and tobacco, and the revenue, n)anly
derived from customs and port dues,
shows a handsome balance on the
right aida The colony has no pnhblile
debt, and the prosperity of its Inhahi-
.teots is shown by the savings bank de-
posits, which doubled in a year, and
at the end of 1018 gave an average of
$2f0 for each depositor. At present
the British civil population numbers
about 10.000. There ts room for a
few more on "the Rock" hecause the
ensus of 1911 enumerated nearly 17.-
0(100 besides Malte•e and aliens, who
have also dimiaished sinee'then.

C.at f Afrtica.
Wbeev. there I8 coal In the earth

it is more and more becoming man's
rgent buatnen to know it, whatever
he the theoretliaesl resources of sech
vast and nanworked fields uas may ex-
tt in China. So Africa has been un-
der rtldy and when intemrnational geol-
Crists ain 1913 were reviewing the coal
enserves of the world it was found

that Afriea as far as they could make
out had less coal than any other con-
tlnenk. the total estlmated reserve be-
big .,7.839.000 tons, and the Union of
Sromth Africa. that is the federated

rlitish colonies, contain 97 per cent of
this reserve.

Would Have Meant Duel.
In the heat of argument in court

at Kinsale. one lawyer said to another.
"It is the meanest thing I ever saw
done by a practitioner in court, but I
could not expect decency from you
,r yof family, from your rearing. We
do not know wbq ye aren, or where ye
came from, youn workhouse brat." In-
steand o settling it at the time. in
Irish fashion, a lawsult has resultedt.
the agr•fietved party claimlng damages
f hMr aader.--Exchange.

S Wild Hards increase.
In the ten years since the Montana

Snational bho range was estabitse
,tie 9h nalen with which the hwl

atarted have tereasestto Sp+-l
atdditioa there are ea the mspi1
Selk (aset imelfudg eae i gitl. -
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YelldwgtoBe, our oldest. and most rfamous na
tioal park-the irst national park In the 'world

--aver had been a success as a playground. The
trth I.s it s a wonderhobse of freak scenery-
geerst, beiling springs, volanie curiosities and
the Yellowatee Falls. Also It has Its semi-
dsdomet•lttd bears and Its wmoderful big game. In
the old da#s of the stage coach the regulation trip
tSk five days. After that the tourist was ready
to lsav. And he seldom returned to see the
park -a second time. New that the satomobile
has taken the place of the coaeh, the time of tdi
resulatt trip has beeM cat ia two; 'otberwim

Me sme:,iedities obtain. The Yellowstone at-
teameh figures tell the story. In 1915, the
attedance was 81, 59; In 1916 It was d5,6s; In

l3 Ito was 5,400,; i191 It was 21,,25; In 191
I was afSU1. By of contrast take the eor

sapsodig atteadqce at Rocky Mountain Nation-
S'park, Wlhh la' play ground prk where peao

pl.ay dtle eadw amtroata time dn tere are
'--soes~a of 'regtauir" who go every year: 81t
80 end $. ands 117,1680 and 10,147 sad B,-
4.' ea y as Mta shas sno freak scenery, but
tb suee o mce we well and a terge

petIrStM at tis dtors regard. It as their sum-

lahe mSaamees the atislal ri di teve is pro
jltg op reict of addmg abort a thousand

Se I tol s th e south eand of Yoelaotse, In-
.etin we Ties: rag, Grand Tetee Mount

* rbsn, au sse and t nacksmao Role rgm
ak i thy it the Yeetwutea. Tu ad-
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Dttern laks

tiiiis s ants=~J~i~r. ~'-i~v; Y~i~- f'r usibsbC is
so~r -~h

Mt. Rainier, Mt. Hood, Mt. Adams, Mt. Jefferson,
Three Sisters, Mt. McLoughlin. Mt. Shasta and Las-

sen Peak--there tewered one, which has been

called Mount Mazarmn, that may have topped the
tallest of its fellows. Judging from the pitch
of the remnants of its outer slopes, scientists con-
clude with reasonable certainty that, if recoin
structed, its snow-clad peak would rise from
seven to eight thousqnd feet above its broken

rim. Masmsa stands today an uncrowned king,
shorn of its diadem of burning gold and glittering
silver, yet holding within its hed>etra treasure the
rarest in the world-a beautiutal Ible, the deepest
of all lakes, with waters the bluest of all blue
waters. And this is Crater lake.

Crater lake is almost circular, varying from five
to six-miles in diameter. Its known depth is 2,000
feet and it is believed to be the deepest body of
fresh water In the world. Its surface is 6,177
feet above the sea. It has no inlet or outlet, being
fed by springs and winter snows; tts water es-
capes by underground. channel, reappearing as
springs in the Elamath region, a few mile away.
It is completely gitdled by precipitous el -s and
steep tales slopes that fall sharply downward
from its rim 2,000 to 000 feet to the water's edge.
Closely encircling it rise many high peaks, notably
L-ao Rock. The Watchman, and Cloud Cap; also
Glacler, Garfield and Vidae Peaks.

Surrounded by eanyoeam ravines and pinnacled

rock-, and belted by a wilderness of boulder-
strewn forests, the region for years was inacces-'
sable, and unexplored except by the mtre ven-
turesome who were attracted by storieq of the
Indians of this mystery lake in its fantastic set

tin. Yet its discovery was accidental; It oe
carred in 1858• while an exploring party was
searching in the Cascade mountalns for the,tam-l
sts Lest Cabin mine. (

A dispute arose over the choice of a name, the
party dividing between Mysterious lake and Deep
Dime Lse. The adveeates of Deep Blue lake won
the vote, but ihls'iO a visitingparty rnaed it
Crter lake, and this by natural right became its

The irst sight .ea Crater lake is well-nglh be-
wildarg. Uhiess .ecked-ipts froae the rim it bi
tavIe e. Weeadrmait at the height and steep-
ness of its enehrctag,elds seeceeds the first as-
'tealnhaet; admlratims of the leveliness of its
siseing neat enthrali the beiwlder nt the so-
qnme• of sspresalemas Its ualnle beauty lies in
as mailt measure In its coloriaMg the brilliance
of which it roeprodad in patintntg r gIet weld
se.m -zagins ted and tMiasht to t•tse who
have s't seen the reality. Nowhere else is there
seck an asure. One feels that a glass of ils ws-
*sr wl•ld sihoe blue as if stained with cobalt, but
it is clear.-as rystal andas pare. The ,.per

arts are- a brilliant pltramarine, shadi g to
tUreoise In thp shallower reaches, and 4o lght
Jade speen In the f.w Ihd4ated oves arotuad the
ao'•o. A hundre@l feet dlowrn the glaze of a plate
s platly discernible. The surroundings help the
riliance of the blue; the rocks are of mStallic

hams; the peaks of the arm are often snow covered;
.th lava uay of the steep scarred walls is motttled
and splotae with bright yellows and reds, mark-
itg iett by vleltaeI action long ag, -and .always
.Is the ark green of the pines and firs and

illie tl5t grew on these .declivities wherever
the b d iT-beB. The waters are usually plac-

W ,sPt ,as thougs glased by the sun. and in

*6isIW 41 Nr the refleetions stand out

*~Li~~ - C(~-

ATTENTION!
I-I

Our General Merchandise St
in all lines, is complete, invariably
bought at a great saving; this we
give our trade the benefit of.

Your patronage is much appre-
ciated and close attention is given
to your orders, over the phone.

LET US SHOW YOU

F. M. DAVIDSON"
Carter Avenue

Vidalia, Louisiana

~THE WISE HOUSEKEEPER

" The Advantage of Buying Fresh Groceries

SWe receive goods daily, and our prices are
as attractive as yo'u will find anywhere. If
you are not already a customer of our store,
give us a chance to convince you.

B. F. CROOKS
'4THE GROCER"

PHONE 36 VIDALIA

S.....*.--*.*...* II--

SEND US LAUNDRY BY

PARCEL POST
PROMPT SERVICE OUR MOTTO

Your Mail Orders Solicited

Excelsior Steam Laundry
NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI

TRESPASS NOTI.CL
Notice ti hereby given, that Pitts.

field Plantation. In Concordia Parish.
La., is posted against hunting, shoot-
ung, or in any way trespassing thereon.

Violators will be prosecuted to the ball
extent of the law.

W. W. DIX. Manager.
Vidalla, La., Oct. 10, 191. 1.,

PCITED.
Netiee is hereby given, that LattW

nore and Arnuadlia Plantations are
osted against hunting, fishing and all
ther manner of trespassng. Viola.

tore.of this will be prosecuted to the
lull extent of the law. No ezceptios.
Oct. 18. A. H. GEIL PI

POSTED.
Notlee is hereby riven that that part

s/the PARK PLANTATION belong-
-lg to Mr. J.. McAdam., located

near Clayton, Concordi Parish, I..
is posted agalnst gathering of pecans
at this time or during the season of
5920, and also agalnst any one cutting

timber of all kinds, or In any way
trespassing on said property, either
fenced or unfenced, Violators will be

rosecuted without eceptio.
Clayton, La., Nov. 1, 1919.

R. SAM HARMAN, Aenat.
-RSPAs8 NORTICE.

The property of the undersigned on
Bayou Cocodra in Coacordia relsh,
Louisiana, is posted against hunting,
shooting. fishing, trapping or in any
manner trespassing thereon. Violators
will be prosecuted to the full extent of
the law. ANNIB CRAWFORD.

NATCHEZ HIOTEL
AND CAFE

* mahpanet for Comor-
giosp a while in NOcbhe.

CAPE and GRILL ROOM
(U day and lght. Boh

mepopular in

R.Tt 1 , f

TRESPASS NOTICL
Nottee is hereby give0. that =I o

Said Weecanas Plantatesa, is aCso
Pariah. La, are posted agl•ist
'us. shootingt. ihlas or fe ea" t .,
or In any ether m•aser
thereon. Violators will bew
to the tin itent of te Isw.

P. D. IROWI .
Vidala. l ., t 1S t , 1IS.

TRESPAS NOTIUrrL
Notice is hereby given, that easlme `

Plantation, in Ceornla Parish. I1.. i
posted agai•st huting. shoting, th
lag, or In any am r an tUrmU -
thekrem. Violators will be
i the fall extent of the sw.

L +. scu. ll '
Vidalia, La., M arsh .19 Ii.

TRESPASS NOTIClL
xotde Is e rby gtve, that Sw

Waite Wall Ple•tatie m IT mlli-
Parish. lr. is posted against hb `t .

La saa meal ra& pemsgas thbredati
VIolators will be pomt to te a
arteat of the law.

WHrIT3 I AL 1 s AII TIO
VMaia, La.., Oct, 4th. 191.

TREsuAs psectred. /
Notice is hereby given that huntingS

ishsan, shooting, fence cutting, p0*
ders, agents, say other trespassing
is prohibited on CHOCTAW Plants.
tLon, L'Argent, a., and al violators,
are warned that any violation of this
will be vigorously prosecuted by law.

noOS J. T. KERR.

POSTED.
Notice is hereby gives, that G

pies Island, opposite Ferriday, it
Mississippi River, is posted ago
hunting, fishing and otherwise
passing, and all violators will be
cruted to the full extent of the law.

Oct. 1. A. L CHAM33S .

UP.TO-DATE

CHAMPION
SHOE REPAIRING

TF .il i....h

C *lTONCZ. N


