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2V MOQUI LAND

EW YEAR'S DAY—or at
least the eoming of the
New Yeur—is greeted
by all the workd, In
this very much civilized
Twentieth century most
of us celebrate the New
Year by the nlmanac.
We have forgotten—or
do not take time to re-
. member—the  original
° siguificance of the day.

bot when the world
was younger and 11s people were closer
to nature it was a day of signiticance
well worth eelebrating.

Among primitive peoples the year
fs marked off in seasons, usuuily the
planting, the growing, the harvesting
and the season of rest, or it even may
ke by moons and suns. But let the
diviston be what it will, It Is based on
marked physical changes which
the senses as light and dark-
t snd cold, the lengthening
shortening of the day. $

deeply must the short-
au fall comea on
imagination of the
sun, their all power-
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of the Ameriean South-
the shortening days with
celebrate with elaborute
rorning point In lhe
! . The Moqul New Year's
eelebration, called So-yal-u-na, is
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i!!m

trayed by Moqui men personifying the
various deities.
it is hoped that the sun's worst en-

will he the tribute
tire yeur the sun shall
be his persecutions, and
the clouds which the snuke wickedly
swaliows, shall gather and their moist-
wre freely desceénd upon the parched
and blighted land uatil it is ohve wore
ted underground room
erected, at its west end, a
profusely decernted with corn
¢t eleverly In imitation of
ahe middie; of the

‘sereen there Is an opening and behind
§t siands a man who munipulates the
effigy snake. By his side stands a
ecompanion whe has s large conch
In frout of the screen sit three

[ 3

_ or four solemn priests and the audi-

“M‘” .of members of ull the
elaus sod their familles, and behind

row .of men who uct as

rites begin the chorus
to sing, at first a low,
weird chant, then gradually rises to

. plercing Intepsity. Then the man be-

hind the screen takes up the efiigy of

' the great snake and thrusts it rapidly
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| turn of thelr masterful war-god, the

ghell. The priest directly in front of
the screen takes a little sacred meal
in his hand, holds it to his mouth, ut-

to the serpent, and then casts the meal
on the head of the effigy.

Omne by one all the members present
make thelr prayers to the hostile ser-
pent god. So'ends the first half of
the drama, and on the morrow, or the
New Year, begins the great sun dance.
On apposité sides of the ehamber there
stand rows of men, bearing. =hields
with elaborate symbolic designs, At
the end of the room, ull alope und un-
supported, stands the sunbearer,
awaiting the onslaught of his hiorde of
epemies, A signal and the song be-
gins, and the lines of wargriors on each
side of 1he rown surge ugainst the
sapbearer in attack. Eventually be
seatters and vanguishes bis muny foes
New Year's day finishes with feasting
and jolliflention,

L] - - L] - L] -
The Aztecs of Mexico and Central
Ameriea had a bloody and complicated
ritaa! for thelr celebration of the re-

sun. We find scattered through the
tangled Jungles of Yucutan many huge
ruins of the ‘wonderful pyramid cere
monial edifices upon which borrible
saerificial atroelties were practided in
‘heralding the New Yeunr, The Aztec
Juis vanished from the face of the
earth. The jungle has swallowed up
the sun-god’s alturs,

The ceremonies vceupled a perlod of
severyl days. The inltiatory rites be-
2an before daylight of the first morn-
ing, when the chief high priest imd his
sub-dignitaries wended their way in
solemn procession te the top of thelr
pyramidul sanctuary.  Here the high
priest retired alone to a small temple,
whose doorway opened toward the
east, apd as the rising sun crimsoned
the sky he knelt and sprinkled thickly
upon the marble Hoor the sacred meal,
As the first rays of the sun strike
slantingly across the floor of the tiny
temple, the bended priest beholds a
miracle. Faintly, at trst, then gtrong-
er and stronger, grows an lmprint in
the meal of the naked foot of their
wargod.  Upen this miraculous mani-
festation the high priest announces to
the assembled couriers that their.god
had returned to them, and that the
grand festive oceasion is inaugurated,
The first feast rites were of a grew-
some uhd horrible nature, conslsting
mainly of =sacrificing, youths to the
gods, It Is said that they were feast-

“THE LAST LOVE COUNTS”

Bestowal of First Affections Nothing
but Effervescence, According to
<1 Accepted Englins Theeory.

! “No love like the first love,” runs
| the olil adage. s that true?
f gestion, of that the first
| thme g n oor maid loves they are ex-
i[u-1'_|.'1|<' which they will
| never First love is
| BUppos=1 to hold some guality which
IH ahsent from other loves. It 1s the
:s*n}..».t:mn--; other, nnd later, loves are
but pele =h;

course, is

In o Sense
| holds simething which is absent from
| other Joves,
| But afier afll, none wonld eontend

il | love,

ed for days previous te the ceremony,
that they might be in a pleusing coo-
ditfon "upon thelr last and the war

god's first great day. In ether cere-
monies luman belngs were killed and
flayed, and the participants in the sac-
ritice enveloped themselves In the
bloody skins of the victims, while they
took part in a frenzied dance,
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Ac-oss the Paclfic ocean, the Aipus
of Japan are celebrating an esceed-
Ingly curlons New Year's custom, For
a thousand known years the Alons
have stood stlll in their civilization,
following all their primitive customs
and ceremeonies generation after gen-
eration and century after ceotary,
practically without change. New Year
with them Is the day of their great-
est feasting and merry-making, cop-
sisting largely of an extravagaut use
of sakl, or rice beer,

The principal ceremony Is the great
bear feast, called Omsia, in which &
hoge bear is slain and sacrificed as
a special offering to the god Kamul,
who is the guardian and protector of
thelr homes throughout the year. It
is necessary to conciliate this god by
the speclal donation of bear's meat
that thelr lives may be free from the
persecution of the unseen, intangible
spirit demons who seek to do them
harm. ;

It is said that the bear for this
feast is raised from a cab, suckled by
an Alnn woman. As the end of the
yesur draws nigh they fatten the feast
bear for the coming celebration with
carefully prepared foods. : The kill-
Ing of the bear Is done in a curious
way. Two falr-sized logs are lashed,
one above another, to a standing tree,
and extend horizontally resting upon
the ground., The entire clan takes
part in the killing, which is accomplish-
ed by putting the head of the animal
between the logs and squeezing out
its life.

New Year Period in Peking.

The New Year perlod In Peking re-
minds one of the three Sundays that
came together In a week, for it has
three celebrations of the new year in
little less time than a mwonth. First
comes that one with which all Amer-
leans, the péople of Englind and thode
on the continent are familiar. It is
ushered in in much the snme way as
in any other part of the world, per-
haps, but there is the oriental setting
to the seene, which i so picturesque
that having gazed upen it you close
your eyes, thinking ithus to forever
keep the vision.

ok MEW YEAR'S WITH THE INDIANS.

be scores of roots, bulbs and green
. dn mme of oue Mm:ﬂm things for food, while rivers, ponds
. ‘where ﬂ;"wl v 1o many of their|8nd lakes would be free of their ice
Judians, 8 ‘New Year's day de- | fetters and their fish traps could once
A ‘upon . weather con- | more be sel.
. When the last suows bave :
- first green shoots of Mohammedans’ New Year,
Indians hail the time| In Turkey the Mohammedans 1ft
of or year. In|their bands to Allah and beseech a
th them a season | year of blessings on the 28th of Janu-
g. It marked | ary. for that Is thelr New Year. In
ylu-.ln..

was past, for game wonld no longer
be snowhound and soon there would

Persia, as in some few parts of Egypt,

the New Yedr falla on September 929,
while in parts of Thibet they reckon
the beginning of the New Year from

the first of August

Daily Thought.
Who comes dancing over the snow,
His soft iittle feet all bare and rosy?
Open the door, though the wild wind
blow,
_Take the child in and make him

cozy.
Take him in and hold him, dear;
He is the wonderful New Year,

nce in Scotland.
In nd the New Year celebra-

{ that we can love but ence. We can
!'l"\‘l' hulf a dozen times, and be in
| earnest ench thme, Maturity, ton, =
| essentlnd to the thorongh enjeyment of
ilﬂ\'P. Our feelings, our eapaeity to
| glve amd receiy » deepen and l'!c'_’r.!nd
in"i!h the years,
| At say seventeen, n mald may love,
| bt her personality, temperament and
'lf'hﬂr!lr'fr-r are nndeveloped, She ecan-
| POt love In full mens=ure; nor be able
| fo absorh a full measure of love. Seven
| years later she eoulit love acaln, and
o torrent would come instead of a
| stream,
| Pt shortly, personal matueity iz en-
il ontial to perfect, Mlang 1

First, second or $108rd lnves are often
|h1n surfipee loves,
| from the deeps,
| It wonld he admitted that
{ other feelines wi
b resnlt of v

fXperienes

They don't come

nil onre
N as g
w, or of
ame with

{ love,

Henee, the later t
sl more I
i Bndl strons
Huandred 1his

s ont of a

sunrems test of
wird
Aare

nny
on first 1
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On the aither hand, Inte marrinzes
| between those who have
loves are the happlest of all,

It’s the last love that counts!

Those “first are bmt efferves-
| eenees, nrid have nothing behind them,
| Love, real love, lasting love. strong
| love, must have ¢ aeter entwined in
ft. And whose character, at twenty,
i fully formed?

So, then, hanker not to be a first
Be glad to give, and tuke. the
| Imter and better stulf, It wenrs.—
From Answers, London,

lowmas™

Leon Killed an Indian.

In Mertfordshire, England, the oth-
er dav, a boy who foollshly went to
look at a swan’s nest was tarkled by
the cock bird and had an srm broken,
The swan fights with its wings, and
enn denl a most tremendons hlow, The
gander will pat up a good fight, i cor-
nered, but he is more of g bluffer than
the swan, He delights In chasing
anyone who will run away from him,
bat turn on him with a =tick, and kt
is he who does the running. The crane
fribe nse their long and powerful
teaks as daggers. and sre really dan-
gerous, I wonnded. They invarlably
strike at the eye of their opponent. A
few years ugo, an Tndian who shot a
loon on the Great Slave lake, and went
to plek it up, was killed ontright by

The sug- |

is true that first love |

the hetter |

1l Tl baned,

iun permane:it? Yery o |

had other |

the bird, which drove its spenr-shaped
begk right ipte his brain, Owls will |
somethines attack human belngs, bat
it sedmis probable that this is not In-|
tentional. Tt is rather that they mi.m}l
take people’s heads or hats for rats |
er other® prey. There s an II’!12I.H.;nEi
aceount of some lumber men who
dared not venture out at night on m,_l
count of some unseen enemy robbing
them of thelr fur caps. They thought
it wns the Evil One and were mightily
relieved to find that the robber was
merely a large brown owl,

Stanford White's Home ‘a Clubhouse.

The former New York howe ol Stan-
ford White, notedl during the archi-
tect's 1ife as a treasure honse of rare
paintings and other “objets dart™
ig now the clubhouse for the daughters |
of the countries from which those !
freasures came, It was  recently
opened by the Internatlonal Institute
f the New York ity Y. W, C, A. ns a

jal and educational center of for-
elgn-harn women and girls, Girls of
s0 many nationalities meet there for
English clnsses, dramatles, gym work,
dowestic arts and good times in gen-
| eral that neighhors in the vielnity
have named It “Our Own Little Leagne
of Nations.,” Tt I8 one of the G2 cen-
ters for foreign-born girls maintained
in varfons parts of the United Siatek
by the Y. W. C. A. and directed hy
American women and “patlonality
warkers” who speak the European
langunges.

i G s
W, L. George in America.

W. L. George, recently arrived, savs
New York Is a terrible town, accerd-
Ing: to “Round London Town™ in Har-
per's Bazar,

It gives (he innorent Englishman the
feeling thut lLie has been posted like
a letter, for he finds himself viotently
gorted under hi= initis] by the steamer
officials, stamped by the customs,
bagged into a taxi by the porter, re-
bagred, restamped by a8 reception
clerk, retagged hy the liftman, and
when he at last gasps upon a bed
which the elevated cpuoses to vibrate,
the New York press epens him for in-
terviews, s a pearl-fisher searches
the reluctant oyster for gems of pos-
' gihly lesser price. Then the stranger
broods on London town, where every-
thing jozs along so nlcely in an
Eighteer thgeentury ‘way.

No More Lifts.

A young married man lives in the
same apartment bullding as myself,
He has an automobile, and as we both
leave the huilding ahout the same time
in the morning he frequently gives me,|
a lift. .

One morning I missed him and upon
meeting him In the evening he sald:
“Why, I looked for you this morning
to take you downtown. Where were
you?"

Whereupon his Iittle daughter, who
was with him, piped in: “Why, daddy,
didn't mamma tell you never to take
that gir! downtown agaln?—Chleago
Tribune. :

TO SANTA CLAUS

By James Whitcomb Riley

Most tangible of all the gods that be,
O Santa Claus — our own since infancy!— Il
As first we scampered to thee — now, as then,
Take us as children to thy heart again.

Be wholly good to as, just as of old;
As a pleased father, let thine arms enfold
Us, homed within the haven of thy love,
And all the cheer and wholesomeness thereof, '

e & 9

Thou lone reality, when O, so long
Life’s unrealities have wrought us wrong?
Ambition hath allured us, fame likswise,
And all that promised honor in men’s eyes.

S & ©

Throughout the world’s evasions, wiles and shifts,
Thou only bidest stable as thy gifts:—

A grateful king re-ruleth from thy lap,
Crowned with a little soldier-cap:

2 ¢ &

A mighty general — a nation’s pride —
Thou givest agrin a rocking-horse to ride,
And wildly glad he gloweth as the grim
Old jurist with the drum thou givest him:

2 e $

The sculptor’s chisel, at thy mirth’s comnd

Is as a whistle in his boyish hand;

The painter’s model fadeth utierly,
! And there thou standest, and he painteth thee:—

Most like a winter pippin, sound and fine
And tingling-red that ripe old face of thine,
Set in thy frosty beard of cheek and chin

As midst the snows the thaws of spring set in.

o © 9

I Ho! Santa Claus — our own since infancy —
Most tangible of all the gods that be!—
As first we scampered to thee—now, as then,

Take us as children to thy heart again.
— Copyright by James Whitcomb Rilay
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IN POLAND, AUSTRIA, GERMANY

Christmas Observance in These Coun-
tries l-llmp! on Superstitions and
, Old Custom of Merrymaking.

There's a pretty superstition in Po-
land, and elsewhere, for the peaple
belleve that on Christmas night the
heavens are opened and the scene of
Tacob's ladder 1s re-enacted. But it
Is permitted only to the saints to see

‘

t. Throughout northern Germany the

tables are spread and lights left burn-
ing during the entire might that the
angel who passes when everyone
sleeps may find something to eatr.

In certain parts of Austria they put
candles In the windows so that the
Christ-child may not stumble in pass-
Ing through the village. In Germany
the homes are prettily decorated the
day before Christmas and the trees
bung with presents for the children.

Everyhody kisses everyone else, :
{8 a late supper and all through
evening the cares of life are forg
The German Christmas ia over
the day arrives. Christmas
spent in visiting and In the egfH
there 18 a dance, with much mug
merriment.
Christmas Menu In Spain,

In Spain the Christmas meny
ways includes nlmmd'm and
dish called “besugn” consisting .
ly of large goldfish, cy gk




