
The Old Year.

OLD year, you are 'nrough,
And you slip from us r.ow,

While we look to the new
That is making its bow

With the hope it will bring
Us the joys that we crave

And the welcome bells ring
While you go to your grave.

Ah, what is this life
But a year when all's said,

Joy, anguish and strife
And the tears that we shedf

Old year, in your days
We have laughed with delight

And have danced in the haze
Of your glorious light.

Many songs we have sung,
And our dirges we've played,

And our hearts have been wrung
When our loved ones we've laid

Cold and still in the ground.
We have sorrowed and wept

As we stood by the mound,
But our trust we have kept.

Old year, in your days
There was happiness too.

On our varying ways
Blossomed roses and rue.

There were pleasures and pain,
There were struggles and strife.

There were both loss and gain
In the round of your life.

But in summing it up
As you slip from our hall

You poured in our cup
More of sweet than of gall.

A mixture of sweet
And of bitterness, too;

Some tasted defeat;
Successes some knew.

And that is our life,
When it's all said and done,

A portion of strife
And a portion of fun.

Oh, may it be chanted
Of me when I'm through

He lived and he planted
More roses than rue!

THE
CHINESE

NEW YEAR

CREDITORS
in China and like

wise those of Chinese in Atner-
lea are happy with the approach
of New Year, because all old

debts must be paid before that date
The last day of the old year in China
Is a sort of national'piiy day, and one
who fails to [my his creditors In full
on or before this day is disgraced in
the eyes of bis acquaintance*. Those
who cannot pay their debts at this
time must go into bankruptcy. The
laws in China permit a creditor to en
ter a debtor's house and take what he
wishes if there is no settlement of Just
claims. Frequently families club to-
gether and make all sorts of com-
promises to retain the good reputation
of the clan

The Chinaman's first business on
New Year's day Is to offer n laeriflca
to bis gods. In homes a table Is
spread with offerings of food and
drink, candles and incense

When Chinamen who are friends
meet on the streets for the first time
on New Year's they bow very politely
and shake hands saying. "Kung shl.
kung shl," which means "I respectfully
wish you Joy." Frequently they ndd,

"And may you grow rich." In making
their New Year's calls the Chinamen
are profuse In their greetings. When
the friend departs from the house he
says:

"May the spirit of your ancestors
abide ever with you and the noble
home that Is honored by your pres
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once shelter your descendants for 10.-
--000 years." ' \u25a0

To which the host will say. making

a low bow: . i'
"I cull down upon thee the..i>eace-

ful blessings of a prosperous 'exist-
ence. May your cue be bung In a Joss
house and your bones be preserved as

boly relics In golden boxes."
The New Year's festivities In China

are prolonged for two weeks, and
sometimes a intuit The time Is spent

in making visits, exchanging gifts and
feasting. According to BO ancient trn-
dittos in China the llrst day of the
year is called the fowls day. the MC-
ond the dog* day. the third the pig's

day, the fourth the sheep's day, the

flfth the row's day, tbc sixth the
horse's d;iy and the seventh mail's day.
Duriny the first six days of the year
the tlesh o.f nntmals Is forbidden as

food.
The Chinese calendar is \u25a0 complicat-

ed affair. Only those sUilled In mathe-
matics It*\u25a0\u25a0 ' !i' to comprehend the Chi-
nese motho'i «f 'ompntinK time. Here
nre the hixtriii-tlona for determining
the beglniiin;: of the New Year: "Now
Year's day kImII begin with the lima
tion during which the sun enters a
point In tin- >• iiptlc t» degrees beyond
ttie winter Nilotic*."

WHY "HOGMANAY?"
Various Explanations Given of Scotch

Name For New Year's Eve.
It Is Batumi with New Year's even

more than with other holidays thnt a

large part of the observance should
fall upon tlie eve rather than upou
the day. In no other festival or fust
Is nny single moment so Important as
the momi'iit of midnight that murks
the change from the 31st of December
to the Ist of January. That Is the
turning point in the celebration, the
thing itself which Is celebrated. The
early ceremonies lead up to It. and
the later one* begin with it.

Nobody knows why the 31st of De-
cember should be called Hogmanay iv
Scotland. In the north of England this
word is Hagmena, and In two or
three other countries there are names

for the day that sound a little like
these. Several unlikely guesses have
been made at the origin of the word,

and they are as uuproHtable as guess-
es made entirely without basis of

knowledge usually are. One ot them
is that the words \u25a0•Hogmanay, trollo-
lay," which occur in a song, are a cor-
ruption ot ' Ilomiue est ne- trois rois
la." J'his tiii'iiryignores with a calm-
ness ot Indifference that Is positively
fascinating the fact that the word
trollolay occurs In n thousand other
songs where it could not by any pos-
sible stretch ot philological imagina-
tion mean "tTol* rois la.' It Is here
set down only to illustrate once more
the absurd extremity to which the
craze foi iguorantly deriving words
will carry it" victim*. The word Hog-
manay was applied also to a certain
dole ot out cake*, sometimes accom-
panied by cheese, given to a child on

this day. The children of the poorer
people weni about in companies ask-
ing these yitts. and the people who
were more well to do often gave them
in such quantities that the problem
was rather now to carry them than
now to per them.

(Joins ahoul in large parties to visit
tielgbbon with one sort of ceremony

or anothPl formed a part ot the ob-
servance "i many an old custom tn
tCnglnnd and Scotland, btlt the pres-

ent time nerinn 10 have been one of the

\u25a0nost favcirci! ol all in this respect.

NOTE ALL YOUR OLD ERRORS.

Some Suggsstions For Starting Another
Lan on Life's Journey.

Although with most of us the custom
of making mi elaborate set of resolu-
tions-all of them tn lie broken per-
haps In ii weel belongs to the past,

't Is by no means n bad Idea to sit
down and quietly think over their sig-

nificance in '•aim retrospect. Bußh a

view Is indeed to be commended.
Without milking vain and foolish reso-
lutions one may carefully note all er-
rors and evade as man; of them as

possible during the next year.

If the past year bus contained more
tears than smiles tear off the old page,
with Its blots :uid mistakes, and throw
it away. A plena new sheet, pure and
white, lies before you Korget to pity
yourself so milch and contemplate the
condition uf those more unfortunate.
Cease join- lamentations for bygone
upportntJltlw iilid plan for the future.
Brace up! It the fates have been an-
l^tnd to you timing the pnst year try
to turn the tallies on them now. Do
not be discouraged With your lot. Meet
it and face it It Is not nearly 10 bad
:is it might lie.

It Is a giMid thing ;it the beginning
of a fivsh year, with the slate clean,

to make an effort to i'id yourself of
that characteristic human mistake of
putting too great a value on tbe opin-
ions (if Other*. Much of tile misery or
imagined misery of human beings has
its origin in the most trifling circum-
stances A negligible incident will, if
brooded over, induce an attack of tbe
blues that iiiny last for days. Many
women, and especially young girls just
budding Into radiant womanhood, fre-
quently wuril themselves into a state
(if anguish through worrying over real
or fancied wrongs.

Cordial Old New Year Practice Ha«
Almcst Entirely Died Out.

New Vi>!ir"s day Itself Is celebrated
quietly nowulays. The old custom of
receiving Sill* that used to be In vogue
when oui mothers were young has
never been ii'vlved, and the size of our
cities and tlu> enormous proportions to
which even M quiet woman's visiting

list will (Jf"** with l" the slightest
•ncouragvtuvlil uiuke It seem unlikely

that this cordial old practice will ever
again be In voguo

Many people, however, send New
Venr ciinls hi iheir friends, wishing

them baalttl. li:i|Hilne>s nIK) prosperity,
and jrOOU MUU, esi'cci.illy those wlio
have been the reclph lit* of hospitiility.

send their women friends n bunch of
roses H lios of eimd.v or n new hook.
with the licm New Vein wishes Tills
phin Is often iidopt.d liv men who wish
to pay sniiill coiirti'sies to liieir fil.Mids
Instead uf > liii^: ClirlHtlllllg|iro«>OW
for New Yc:u '-ills do id .Ji-ry wilh

them :inv ntillituthin ot N return favor
:is ('hri-liinis reini'inli inn > :ile some
tiling supposed to do

Ctbe ILcavcnwortb Jgcbo.

A New Year Apostrophe.

A BABY smile* in its mother's face.
There at her breast in a (oft em-

brace—
A life beginning and all to learn.
Oh, mother heart that shall leap and

yearn,
Teaching the dimpled feet to walk,
Teaching the honeyed mouth to talk!
Oh, time, make haste for the baby dear
And spread the coming of each New

Yearl
A youth with the fire and blood of.

spring
And hope that rises on eager wing
Thrills at the sight of a maiden's blush,
Stirring his heart with the, first hot

flush
Of love requited, that finds its mate
And yet but a little while must wait,
Watches and listens thy step to hear.
Oh speed thy coming, thou sweet New

Yearl

In manhood's prime th«r« .is standing
one,

And all but his greatest task is done.
Beyond his reach, but before his eyes,
Greatest of all is the final prize.
Yet but a little he'll hold it fast;
A year and » day 'twill be his at last,

Conquering spirit that knows not fear,
Bidding thee hasten, oh, brave New

Year! /

Gray is the crown of a wholesome life
And peace the benison sweet of strife.
An aged man with his strength nigh

spent, -With nerves a-tremble, his slight form
bent, >v ?:> -

Erect in spirit and white of soul,
With steps that falter, is near the goal.
With eyes bedimmed, but a faith that's

clear,
He craves but thy "rest, oh, blest New

Yearl
—New York World.

AN ACTRESS'
NEW YEAR'S

DAY
"mTi:w YEAR'S day." said the

T%A late Fanny Davenport, thi
I fitmous actress, "brings

each year to me a very
pleasant recollection of what happened
some years ago while playlug 'Ols-
uioudu' in Los Angeles, Cal.

"It was after my New Year's per
fonnance. mid as I was about to take
uiy carriage a young liidy stepped up
aud handed me a little box, which I
opened wheu I arrived at the hotel
aud found It contained a jewel serpent
bracelet. There was a card inside with
the following Inscription: 'No day bet
ter thau this can we express our
thanks to our noble benefai-tor. ami
tin.' name signed.

"There Is quite v story connected
with this girl. Years ago. when uiy
father, the lute E. L. I>aven|>ort, made
his southern tours, at Savannah. Ga.,

there was a family who thought nil
the world of him On one of these
tours 1 accompanied my father, uml
child as 1 was at that time 1 reniein
bered our more than hospitable treat
meut by them.

"The war came, and, like many other
southerners, they lost their all and
emigrated to southern California.
When I first visited Los Angeles with
'Fedora' I was taking a walk on the
street, and happening to look up I
noticed a name which was very famll
tar to me. It immediately entered my
mind that they were our southern
friends. To make sure I went upstairs
and found that they were conducting
in a very small way a millinery and
dressmaking establishment

"I thought Immediately a little umi

ey might be of great service to them

TOO DROPPED THIS," 9AJD THE YODNO
am.

in Increasing their business. On leav-
ing the plnce 1 purposely, but acciden-
tally to them, dropped a sum 1 know
they would not accept had 1 tendered
It to them. 1 Immediately returned to
the hotel and did not think they
recognized me, but almost as soon as

1 reached my room a young girl, hat-
less and breathless, rushed In and said.
'Oh. Miss Davenport you dropped this
going out of our place today.'

••I told tile youns girl to t;ike it back
home to her fiither; that It was not a
gift, but ouly a loan, and they could
return 14 to me at some future time.
Venrs pawwd l>y, and with the boom In
real estate In southern California my
southern friends again revalued their
wealth nnd returned me the money I
I.ml Inline.l them

"The New Year's day I spoilk of
above was tli<- fust time tlie.v h:l(l the
opportunity of tl.ai.Uii.g me, and it i->

not the !-'lft I l>ri*e HI much as In kuow
bow bight? they held me in tbclr M-

teem for the slight favor I hud done

for them " .

NEW YEAR'S WEATHER.
It Was Not Always Thought Well to

H«ve Sunshine at Year's Beginning.

While *• arc naturally glad t» &•\u2666•
pleasant weather at any and all times.

It would nppeor from many old prov-

erlis that It Is not I blftni In "'id
winter, and the "wiedoru of ages" ad

iDiPiiishos us thus:
January warm, the Lord hnve mnrcyl

if you see |TmM i" January

Lock your train in your gTM

January blossoms 111! no mini's cillar
January w<t
No wine you'll nvi

(Jreen New Veal* full «r»tr«jrard

Weather indications have always

been watched on New Year's eve and

the signs believed and acted upon In
good faith. Centuries ago our druld
ancestors observed New Years day by

wonderful religious and mystical cere-
monies, and the Saxons made of It a
grand festival, with feast in:: and mer
rymaking and exchange of glfls. In
England the day has always been one
of gift making: tenants make presents
to their landlords, loyal subjects to

their sovereigns and friends exchange

souvenirs. M we do at Christmas
The custom was brought to this coun-
try.' and many of us can remember
when young men and maidens got up
early on the first day of the year and
went out In merry companies, from
door to door, bearing lively greetings
to the neighboring households.

CRUEL NEW YEAR'S "SPORT."

Times Have Changed Since Dutch To---
tured Geese In Old New York.

In old time New York. In the Dutch

days, there was observed I cruel

•sport" for New Year's day a sport

frowned on by Stuyvesaut. It was
called "riding for the goose." Black

smith Joris set up In front of his shop

two stout poles ten feet apart connect-
ed with a strong crossbar twenty feet

from the ground. Krom this bar hung

a living goose tied Hiinly by the legs,

just over the head of a mounted rider.

The sport consisted in riding at full

speed between the poles and snatch-

ing at the head of the goose to bear
away the head froui^the body or to

tear the whole bird away. As the

goose had been thoroughly greased and
fluttered wildly at this exhibition of

man's Inhumanity when being amused

this proved no easy task.
And see! Here is a Dutch tar -a pi-

rate, perhaps, blustering with schnapps

from Cruger's tavern- bawling out that

he can catch aloft better thau any

laudlubber. And with his dapping
trousers, crimson sash, cutlass, ear-
rings and pigtails he mounts a sbaggy

Dutch pony and rides clattering nt the
poles and the fluttering goose. But
the ill broken cart horse promptly
throws him to the frozen ground as he
rises swaying in his stirrups to catch
the slippery goose, aud shouts of
laughter greet him as he rises scowl-
Ing and threatening

And by this time and at this clamor
Stuyvesant would come stumping along
on his silver banded wooden leg and
try to force an unwilling rattle watch
to spoil the sport by arresting the
uoisest and drunkenest men and "pre-

vent more sins, debaucheries and ca-
lamities." Here is a part of one of his
proclamations: "Whereas, experience
lias taught us that on New Year's day
aud May day from the liiing ol guns,
the planting of maypoles and drunken
drinkers there have resulted unneces-
sary waste of powder and much intoxi-
cation, with the bad practice*, and bad
accidents; therefore, we expressly for
bill any tiring of guns and beating of
drums," etc.. to try to kill out the cele-
liration of New Year's

We can well understand the prudent
governor's Irritation and Intolerance,
for three weeks of every midwinter at
these holiday times were so given over
to holiday observance (hat tlio courts
ilid not sit. nubile ollices wore closed
.ml in. Important business could be
transacted.

The exchange of gifts was universal
iii New York on New Year's day for
outlines: gifts of gloves, cake, fruit.
Kiskotomas nuts" and New Year's

visiting also

Notes About Birds.
A peculiar characteristic about birds

Is that the young of those that build
nests in trees are blind when batched,

•ire naked, unable to walk and are fed
I'}' the parent bird. Among the wad-
ing birds the young can walk, swim
ami pick up food Immediately upon
leaving the egg. _ With birds, as with
higher animals, the females seem to
fancy "bright colors and music; hence
Mother Nature usually ornaments the
bead, nook and tails of the males that
they may find mates more readily. The
male birds usually excel In music also.
-Exchange.

A Pleasant Way to Help.
"Mamma." lisped the chi'iiili, while

a smile of seraphic sweetness illumi
nated his baby face, "do you know
that sometimes I help Catherine's mam
ma."

'That's nice," prompted the proud
parent. "And what do you do to help
her, dear?"

"Oh," replied the cherub, "when
i'ailieriue't) naughty 1 punish her!"—
Youth's Companion

Very Engaging.
Aunt Anna—Your wife is a perfect

dear. \Villl:iin; she has such en«:.i-'iiii
ways. Mr. Stubbs — Kight you are.
aunt; she lias mngmgaA fully two dozen
different cooka in the last six month*
to my certain knowledge. — Florida
Times-Tnlon-
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