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STATE DEBT IS $17,667,999
GROWS LIKE JONAH'S GOURD

Indebetness Due to School and State Govern-
ment Twice as Large as This Year's

Tax Levy for All State Purposes

CONSTITUTION IS WANTONLY DISREGARDED

Debt for Schools Alone Aggreate $16,941,352.
Debt for Education Has Multiplied

58 Times in 23 Years
Section 1, Article 8 of the state

oonstitution limits the indebtedness
of the state in the following express
terms: "The state may, to meet cas-
ual deficits or failures in revenue, or
for the expenses not provided for,
contract debts, but such debts, DI-
RECT AND CONTINGENT, SINGLY
OR IN THE AGGREGATE, shall not

at any time exceed $400,000."
In defiance of this mandate of the

highest authority in the state, legisla-
ture after legislature has dodged and
twisted that plain clause of the con-
stitution until we have -a state debt
44 times as great as the legal allow-
ance. The story of the growth of
this debt is well told by E. D. Cowen
in the Spokane Spokesman-Review,
which appears below:

The consolidated school and state

government debt is twice as large as

this year's tax levy for state, school,

military, highway and higher educa-
tional purposes. It amounts to $14.50
per head for each man, woman and
child in the state. While the total is
$17,667,999, the state obligation, in the
nature of overdraft of the general

fund against the other state fund bal-
ances, is only $726,647.

The school debt of $16,941,352, com-

piled as of June 30, 1913, is a perverse
affair. It continues to pile up indus-
triously in the interest of the bond
broker, and in 23 years of statehood
has multiplied 58 times. The state
now owes for its public schools more

money than it has cost since the first
legislature of 1890 and including the
appropriations of 1913, to construct
and maintain the 11 charitable, in-
sane, penal and reformatory institu-
tions. The public schoel debt oi'
Washington, in fact, is $1,145,402 in
excess of the total indebtedness of
Idaho, including that of the state,

counties, cities, towns and villages,

school districts and highway districts.
Governor McGraw Sounded Warning

Note In 1895

words to the legislature of 1905 were:
"To keep the expenditures within

the revenues will require a constant
struggle. After the adjournment of

the last session I felt constrained to

disapprove appropriation hills and
items of appropriation bills amount-
ing to more than $400,000. Had this
not been done, and had it not been
found unnecessary to expend the en-

: tire amounts authorized by other ap-

' propriation bills, the state debt in-
stead of having been reduced during
the last biennial term would have

; been increased several hundred thous-
' and dollars."

The drastic exercise of the veto
power by those governors had no last-
ing effect. After the first legislative
session of his official term Governor
McGraw vetoed 17 appropriation bills
and items in the general appropria-
tions act. The approval of the tax-
payers was an insignificant echo in
comparison to the storm of unraer-

i ited criticism and abuse he provok-
ed. The same was true in the case
of Governor Mcßride.
Legislative Extravagance Touches

Taxpayers Intimately
The evil of legislative extravagance

lies nearer to themselves than the
taxpayers fancy.

When the state began business it
had a hold-over indebtedness of ter-
ritorial warrants amounting to about
$300,000. To provide for the redemp-

tion of this obligation a 3% per cent

bond issue was authorized at the
1890 session of the legislature and
when principal and interest had been
paid 12 years later the total invest-
ment of the taxpayers in the inherit-
ed debt was $433,169.

With an assessable property valu-
ation in 1890 of $217,612,897, a small
special levy would have wiped out

this obligation and made impossible
the accumulating burden which had
to be paid years afterward.

| State Debt Reached Highest Point
In 1896Executives have time and again

counseled the state legislatures to

keep within revenue bounds, but witK-
out avail. In 1895. Governor McGraw
npHflrri the session that?\u25a0

"The disbursements of the state
the audited outstanding indebt-

edness of $570,432 in 1890 to $885,906.

In 1892 and to $1,307,222 in 1904.
? ? * If all the revenue resources
are available on March 31 only half
the current Indebtedness can be ex-

tinguished. Granting that the receipts
between October 31. 189-1 Hn(] March
31, 1895, should equal thbs? of the
same period two years ago, the leg-

islature still has to face the dilemma
of a postlve current debt approximat-

ing $1,200,000. It will be seen, there-
fore, that the anticipated revenues for
two years collected in advance could
scarcely redeem the current debt of
March 31, 1895. Does this state of

affairs not demand the most rigorous
precaution and imply the severest re-
sponsibility in the law-making pow-

er?"
Governor Rogers Repeated Caution

Against Debt in 1901
Said Governor Rogers to the legis-

lature of 1901:
"Four years ago the total state debt

was $2,176,347. This in spite of the
fact that our state constitution in the
most, explicit terms forbids any in-
debtedness in excess of $400,000."

The interest charge was $150,000
per annum. Governor Rogers' mes-

sage affirmed that almost $1,000,000
(the total interest charge) of the tax-

payers' hard-earned money had been
wasted.

Following the precedent set by Ills
predecessors Governor Mcßride, in his
message to the legislature of 1903,

said:
"It is to be heped that the appro-

priations made at this session of the
legislature from the general fund may
not exceed the anticipated revenues,

and that there may be no necessity
of fn.uher borrowing from the per-
manent school fund."

The state general fund owed the
school fund at the time $1,165,000,

bearing 3'-£ per cent interest.
Constant Struggle to Hold Down

Legislature
Again when Governor Mcßrldc was

r.bnu' t' rttirc froni office his ii t

The interest-wasting way of paying

drb»<> or maknig purchases on the in-
stalment plan is an expedient of the

j gambling instinct, and particularly is

i this true where the productive assets
of the state are immediately avail-
able.

The highest point of state general

fund debt was reached in 1896. at $1,-
786,264. Following is the biennial
debt schedule of the general fund up

1 'o January 1, 1914:
11890 ; $ 575,006

1892 734,408
| 1894 1.307,722
11896 1,786,264

1898 1,659,156
1900 1,418.391

1902 1,225,000
1904 1,165,000
1906 1,340,000
1908 1.200,000
1910 800,000
1912 No debt
1913 726.647
Headless Management of School

Finances?Huge Debt
The headless management of school

finances, the inspiration of which is
disbursement without regard to cur-

rent' available resources, has created
debt progressively since the first year

of statehood. Here is the pyramided

result inverted:
1913 $16,941,352

1912 15,003,264
1911 15.404,883
1910 . 13.155.993
1909 12,041,147
1908 10,870.345

1907 8.998.012
1906 7.681,991
1905 7.231,333

11904 6.570,402
|1903 5,661.527

1902 4.024,630
1901 4.471.414
1900 4,254,670
1K99 4,375,820
1898 4.193,179
1597 4.452,753
1896 4,394,134
1895 4.007.370
1894 3,581,605
1893 2.PT3.673
1892 2.528,956

j 1891 2.015.991
11890 2,912,261

(Pontinued to pare e!«M). (Continued on Page Eight)
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Rear Admiral Fletcher and Two of His Warships.

Photos by American Press Association.

RICA It ADMIRAL FRANK F. FLETCHER, commanding the second division of the Atliintic fleet, directed the
operations of the American warships on the eastern coast of Mexico from lii.s Hacshtp Louisiana, shown at
Imtt ' The other battleship Is the Michigan. also under his command Other ships under lilin are the New

Hampshire Winnie island. New .Jersey. Virginia, Chester and Tacoma.

DO LAWMAKERS
FEAR TO BE JUST?
Discrimination by Congress

Indicates Fear of Farmers
and Labor Unions

PROPOSED LAWS
TO BE DISCUSSED

i

Meeting is Called for Tomor-
row Afternoon to Discuss

Initiative Laws

FAIR PLAY IS A JEWEL STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN

Favors Extended in Anti-
trust Laws Have Really No

Meaning But Look Bad

Voters Should Endeavor to
FullyUndsrstand Measures

They Are to Pass on

We do not believe that anyone can
think of a really good reason why
organizations of farmers or laborers
should be permitted to do things that
organizations of manufacturers or
merchants are forbidden to do, says

the Mississippi Valley Lumberman.
The only excuse it is possible to offer
is that the makers of the laws are
afraid to do things which may de-
prive them of votes, and when it

I comes to legislation they are very
careful to so conduct themselves as
to hold the largest possible number
of voters. If the situation were re-

versed, and the manufacturers were
| in as great proportionate numbers as
the farmers and laborers are now.
we could expect laws made exempt-
ing organizations of manufacturers
from the application of laws. And

i one reason why organizations of re-

I tail merchants are not granted those
I forms of immunity is because they
have not enough numbers or because
they do not use their power concert-
edly. The National Federation of Re-
tail Merchants has potential power to

ask for and to obtain the enactment

of measures which will permit the
members to protect their business,
but it lacks the cohesiveness to en-
force its desires. Just now there
are before congress a number of
amendments to the anti-trust law,

jand the representatives of labor and
of the farmers have succeeded in hav-
ing incorporated therein the following
clause:

"Nothing in the anti-trust laws
shall be construed to forbid the
existence and operation of fra-
ternal, labor, consumers, agricul-
tural or horticultural organiza-

i tions, orders or associations, op-

; erating under the lodge system,
instituted for mutual help and not

having capital stock or conduct-
ed for profit or to forbid or re-
strain individual members of such
orders or associations from car-
rying out the legitimate objects
of such associations."

Since the Supreme Court rendered
its famous "rule of reason" decision,
business men have constantly con-
tended that the anti-trust law ought
to be so amended as to give it great-

er definiteness. They have wanted
it to state what they could or what
they could not do in speicfic and defi-
nite language. To this end, the re-

: tail merchants of the country have
! sought to have incorporated in the

The local Stop-Look-Listen League
has called a meeting for tomorrow
afternoon at 2 o'clock in Knights of
Pythias hall, for the purpose of dis-
cussing the various laws that are to

be submitted under the initiative law
in November. Every citizen of Ab-
erdeen who can possibly do so should
attend this meeting. Few of us have
read the proposed laws or have a suf-
ficient understanding of them to cast
an intelligent vote on them, and no
good citizen will admit an opportun-
ity to become posted upon such an |
important matter.

As indicating the importance of

some of these proposed laws, atten-
tion is called to the provision of the
Eight Hour Law. Under it no em-
ployee shall be required or permitted
to labor more than eight hours dur-
ing any day nor more than forty-eight
hours in any week. It will be observ-
ed that this law is very drastic and
includes all kinds of labor, whether
in factories, in stores, offices, homes,
or elsewhere.

It is doubtful if the framers of this
measure realized its full scope. Und-
er its provisions, every family, hotel
and restaurant or other place employ-
ing a cook, would have to have three
meals within eight hours or employ
an additional cook. A logging camp
would be required to have three re-
lays of cooks, flunkies and waiters,
one for the eight hour day commenc-
ing in the morning, another to pre-
pare and serve supper and the third
for Sunday work.

Some of the measures doubtless
possess merit, some may be so drawn
as to fail of the object sought, and the
citizens at the polls, no more than
the legislator, is justified in passing
judgment upon a law the terms and
meaning of which he is ignorant.

To vote upon any of those measures
without sufficient knowledge will go
far to discredit the law permitting the
initiation of laws as well as place
objectionable measures upon the sta-
tute books which will require another
election to remove. Knights of Py-
thias hall should be filled to capacity
tomorrow afternoon.

The council ordered the width of
the sidewalk on East Wish kali street

reduced from 12 to eight feet at a
saving in cost of $300.

Councilman Empev was granted a
four-weeks' leave of absence.APPEAL JUDGMENT

MONTESANO, April 30.?The suit
of B. H. Allen and others against
Scott R. Stevens and wife in which
a judgment for $68 was secured in
justice court In Aberdeen, has been
appealed to the superior court.

The Elks lodge will give a May
Day dance tonight, in their hall.
About 300 invitations have be»n is-
sued and arrangements have b'en
made for a pleasant time.

All the news all the time in the H-irald.

CITV COUNCIL
DOES BUSINESS

West Heron Street Property
Owners Protest Against

Sidewalks Just Now

BIG CRACKERS BARRED

Firecrackers Over Three In-
ches Long Prohibited at

Fourth Celebration

The city council established a speed

record Wednesday night, when the
solons got down to business and elim-
inated oratory. A large volume of
business was dispatched within 30
minutes.

C. F. Armstrong was given authority
to repair the ceiling in the city hall.

Petition for a culvert at the foot fo
Washington on Kiver stn et from the
Aberdeen Brewing company and the
Lindstrom Shipbuilding company was
referred. Drainage of a more satis-
factory kind is desired.

The contract for lead for the water
plant was let to Crane & Co.

A protest was received from prop-
erty owners on Heron street west of
Washington to Monroe, against con-

crete sidewalks. It is felt the pave-
ment will serve all purposes for the
time being. The matter was refer-
red.

D. W. Hartman, whose auto was j
damaged by running into a hole on
B street, was awarded damages to the
amount of $102.65.

If the abstract is clear the city will
purchase from R. E. Paslay property
in Fairview addition at a cost of $200
to be used in connection with the
reservoir.

Resolutions for a 16-foot plank road-
way on Polk street from Schley to Tay
lor and on Cedar street from Evans
to Dewey, were adopted.

An ordinance was passed regulating
the size of firecrackers used on the
Fourth of July to three inches. An
ordinance was laid over for a week,

combining the offices of building in-
spector and plumbing inspector and
fixing the salary at $125 a month.

A protest against the Heron street

improvement resolution caused it to
be laid over for a week.

A resolution was adopted giving the
mayor and clerk authority to enter

into a contract for the purchase of
2500 barrels of cement for use on
the reservoir, the cost not to exceed
$1.60 net or $2 gross with a 10-cent
rebate for sacks returned.
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MEDIATION BIDS FAIR-TO
BRING PEACE TO MEXICO

Carranza Accepts Good Offices of South Ameri-
can Intermediaries, and European

Powers May Assist

OPTOMISTIC SPIRIT IS FELT AT WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON, D. C? April 30.?
The scope of mediation plans for the
settlement of the Mexican crisis was

suddenly broadened tonight so as to

include the entire range of Mexican
affairs, not alone the critical issue
between the United Stales and Huerta.
but aIBO the conflict between the ele-
ments of northern and southern Mex-
ico which have rent the republic.

This signal enlargement of the
mediation program followed the re-
ceipt, late in the day of a formal ac-
ceptance by Gen. Carranza, chief of
the constitutionalist forces of the prin-
ciple of mediation as proposed by the
ambassador from Brazil and the min-
isters from Argentine and Chile. Al-
ready the United States and Gen.
Huerta formally had accepted the good
offices of these South American en-
voys, and now as a further step, Gen.
Carranza has been brought into the
deliberations, so as to draw every

element and faction within the range

of any settlement which may be at-

tained.
Envoys Have Definite Plan

Up to the time of their adjournment
the mediators had progressed steadily

on their plans and foresaw a definite
, statement within the next few days

of their contemplated action.
Word of Gen. Carranza's acceptance

of the tender of good offices came,
in late in the day in a telegram ta
the South American envoys who in-
formed Secretary Bryan.

It had generally been supposed that
the intermediaries would confine their
activities to a settlement of the diffi-
culties arising between the United
States and the Huerta government as
the result of the arreEt of American
marines at Tampico.

But it developed that while they
were prepared to concentrate their at-
tention on averting hostilities be-
tween Gen. Huerta and the United
States the envoys were endeavoring to

include in the scope of their media-
tion the constitutionalists, so that all
elements might be brought into har-
mony for a pacific settlement.

Presidents' Optimism Increased
In this connection it was recalled

that the American government's reply
to the offer of good offices made this
significant statement:

"This government hopes most earn-
estly that you will find those who

LUMBER RATE TO
NEBRASKA CUT

By Agreement of Railroads,
Rate on Lumber is Reduced

to Nebraska Towns

ated with the Nebraska railway com-
mission in bringing this suit.

By agreement between the Nebras-
ka railway commission and attorneys
for the Burlington, Missouri Pacific
and Northwestern lines, reduction of
the lumber tariff has been granted to
50 or more towns in Nebraska, rang-

ing from 2'/2 to 4',£ cents per hundred
pounds on lumber originating in the
Pacific Northwest. The interstate
commerce commission has ordered
a hearing of the case.

The suit was brought when the fail-
road companies declined to comply
with the fourth section of the act to
regulate commerce, in that they were
charging and collecting a greater
charge for a shorter haul when the
shorter haul to these 50 towns was
directly intermediate.

PRISONER IS IDENTIFIED
AS ELMA BANK ROBBER

Arsyncak Hodoff Held for Superior
Court as Result of Book-

keeper's Testimony

Henry W. Blagen, representing the
Grays Harbor Lumber company at
Omaha, brought the attention of the
Timberman in June, 1913, to the man-
ifest discrimination in the tariff to
points in Nebraska. The Timberman
printed a map showing the discrimin-
t ion and took up the matter with the
interstate commerce commission, who
promised an investigation. A com-
plaint was fi'od by the Nebraska rail-
way commission, with the result that
the case hao been 'cided favorably
to th' lumbermen, jn carrying for-
ward of the case the Pacific Coast
Shippers?' association of Flattie,
through its traffic department, 1. oper-

A. H. Flemming, bookkeeper of the
Bank of Elma, positively identified
Arsyncak Hodoff as the robber who
backed him into the vault on the
night of March 28, when Hodoff was
given a preliminary hearing in justice
court at Montesano Tuesday. He
declared there was no possibility of
his being mistaken, and as a result
of his testimony Hodoff was held to
the superior court in bail of $2,500.

Kazis Krauczunas, Seattle attorney,
demanded the hearing. Tie said he
had two witnesses who would be able
to free this man. After Flemming had
testified the state rested. The Seat-
tle attorney also rested without put-
ting on any witnesses.

Mike Zeebeck and Sam Arsoff, the
two men arrested in Aberdeen about
a week ago on a charge of being im-
plicatd in the Bank of Elma holdup,
have been released on the orders of
Prosecuting Attorney Stewart, but
three men, of half of those first ar-
rested, are now held in connection
with the robbery.

WOMEN'S CLUBS GATHER
The quarterly meeting of the Grays

Harbor Ft.derp';<>n of Women's Clubs
Wednesday afternoon was well at-
tended and was of unusual Interest.
Addresses ?-0 made by Mrs. Jose-

phine C. T trn, state superintend-
ent of public rnstruction, Mrc. E. O.
McGlauflin, of Hoquiam and lira. J.
S. McKee, of Hoquiam. 'J lie next ses-
sion and picnic will bo held .at Moi»-
i July 29.

Scope of Mediation Broadened so as toj.lnclude
the Warring Elements that Have Torn Mex-

ico Asunder for Years
speak for the Mexican people ready

and willing to discuss terms of a per-

manent settlement."
President Wilson and Secretary

Bryan were pleased at the entry of
Gen. Carranza and the constitutional-

ists to the peace plans, their hopes of

a broad and satisfactory adjustment of
the present crisis being raised to a

degree of confidence which they have
not hitherto felt.

The American government had not
yet made formal reply tonight to the
first proposal of the intermediaries

for an armistice, but it is understood
one will be made within the next 24

Hours.
Elimination of Huerta

The report that Europe was asked
by the envoys from Argentine, Brazil
and Chile to use their influence with

the United States to obtain the with-
drawal of the question of eliminating

; Huerta from the proposals of the

I American government was met with

the comment at the state department

j that the United States had not yet

i submitted any terms on the main

points involved. Thus far all the pro-

posals have come from the interme-
diaries and no conditions involving the

big points in the situation have come
from any of the contending parties.

It is suggested in some quarters that
the question of eliminating Huerta
need not be raised by the United

States in any of is proposals, regard-

ing it as a question between the

Huerta and Carranza elements.
Developments in the diplomatic

field of the Mexican situation were the

most absorbing although the army

any navy continued their work in car-
' ing for refugees and restoring order
at Vera Cruz. No movements of any

, kind were announced but both the
' army and navy exerted itself to the

utmost to accommodate refugees.

Europe to Assist
It is asserted here on unquestion-

able authority that the three South
American envoys, who seek to avert

a crisis in Mexico, have appealed to
S European governments for their
friendly offices to faciliate mediation!

! between Mexico and the United States;

i The appeal did not include a request
| as reported abroad, that the Powers ;
use their influence on President Wil-

| son to name such conditions as would!
insure the success of the negotiations..


