
WHAT IS OUR RATIO?
(From New York Age.)

Wo have before us the twenty-second
annual report of the United Jewish Char-
ities. In looking it through we came across
a paragraph in the introduction to the re-
port, written by Mr. Max Ilirsch, the pres-
ident of the association. This paragraph
caused us to take out our lead pencil and
do ;i little figuring. In closing his intro-
duction. President Ilirsch said:

"I cannot praise too highly the efficient
work of our staff; to thorn no effort has
been too great, no detail too small. Thanks
is ;ils<i due the ladies of the Social Serv-
ice Bureau for their assistance in the sur-
vey of undernourished children, to the
members of the Efficiency Committee for
their intelligent criticism as well as con-
st mi-live RUggestions; but most of all is
thanks due the big-hearted, generous Jews
of Cincinnati, who responded so nobly to
Hie cull recently made upon them. Some
say we are a race, others a people, but
the last two weeks have proven that we are
•me big united family inspired by that great
Jewish ideal—Justice. Justice not only to
the poor, but justice to each other, each
member of the community insisting that
if there was a burden to be borne, it would
be borne equally in proportion to the means
.it his command. Nine hundred new sub-
scribers and over $75,000 in additional sub-
scriptions! Ten per cent of our people giv-
ing- at a ratio of nearly $8 per capita of the
Jewish population! Cincinnati still shows
the way!"

It was the facts stated in the lines which
we have set off in black type that caused
us to exercise our rusty knowledge of
arithmetic. Ten per cent of the Jews in
Cincinnati —for we take it that there fig-
ures refer to Cincinnati—giving at a ratio
of nearly $8.00 per capita of the Jewish
population of that city! And for the sole
purpose of charities among Jews. These
same people no doubt contribute to many
oilier of their racial causes.

Now let us speculate a little. Take any
city in the United States with a large col-
ored population. Now take the most phil-
anthropic and liberal ten per cent of that
colored population. Now speculate upon
what is the ratio to the whole colored pop-
ulation at which this selected ten per cent
gives to any fund for the general welfare
of the race. Surely you will not begin by
putting it at $8.00 per capita. Would you
be willing to say that it is as high as
80 cents per capita?

To make our calculations easier, let us
take the cities of Washington, Baltimore.
Philadelphia and the Borough of Manhat-
tan in New York City. Each of these com-
munities have Negro populations that may
be put down in round numbers at 100,000.
If ten per cent of the colored people of
cither of these communities contributed at
a ratio of $8.00 per capita of the whole
colored papulation, the sum contributed
would be $800,000; that is, an average of
$80 for each contributor. Of course we
know that no such sum was ever raised.
But if ten per cent of the colored people
of either of these communities contributed
at a ratio of eighty cents per capita of the
whole colored population, the sum contrib-
uted would be $80,000; that is, an average
of $8.00 for each contributor. We are
compelled to say that no such sum as that
lias ever ben raised. Well, if ten per cent
of either of these communities contributed
at a ratio of merely 8 cents per capita of
the whole population, the sum contributed
would be $8.00. We leave it to our read-
ers to say if any such sum as that has ever
been raised at one time for the general
welfare of the race, not by ten per cent
of the colored population but by the whole
colored population of any city in the coun-
try.

Since $8.00 per capita was the ratio con-
tributed by the Jews of Cincinnati, who
are very rich, we dismiss it as a sum
entirely impossible for the colored people
of any city. But would 80 cents per capita
be impossible? There is no need to ask
any question about the ratio of 8 cents per
capita; ten per cent of the colored popula-

tion of not only the communities mentioned
above, but of any city in the country could
contribute that amount if they had intelli-
gent co-operation and the will to do it.

Now apply this ratio of only 8 cents to
the entire Negro population of the country.
Put that population at ten million; then if
ten per cent of that population gave at a
ratio of 8 cents per capita of the whole
Negro population, the sum contributed
would be $800,000. Imagine how much
could be accomplished with such a sum
contributed annually. Things could be done
with it all the way from dispensing charity
to fighting for our equal rights through
the courts of the land. It would even ren-
der possible the establishment of a great
Negro bank in Wall street, which would
make the race a power in the financial
world. Such a bank could finance legiti-
mate Negro enterprises, and thus open the
door of economic opportunity to thousands
of colored men and women; and that would
be getting right at the heart of the solu-
tion of our problem, would it not?

In many ways the Jews can serve as an
example for the Negro. Both races have
similar conditions to contend with. But
the Negro has much to learn from the man-
ner in which the Jew meets his problem.
For a long time the Negro has been afflict-
ed with the idea that to get the things
that are due him, all he needs to do is to
pray. The Jew knows that he must not
only pray, but that he must also pay. And
so it is, Jews put their dollars together and
in that way raise millions for charities, for
the defense of their rights, for great busi-
ness undertakings and for any other pur-
pose that will make the Jewish race
stronger and more independent.

If the Jews can put their dollars to-
gether for such purposes, why eanont the
colored people put together at least their
pennies? If the selected proportion of the
Jews contribute $8.00 per capita of the
whole Jewish population, why cannot the
selected proportion of the colored people
contribute 8 cents per capita of the whole
colored population? There is a great dif-
ference between the wealth of the Jews
and the Negroes, but it is not so great as
the difference between $8.00 and 8 cents.

The American Negro must learn this
vitally important lesson, and he can learn
it by watching and studying the Jew; that
in order to get those things that he desires
and even those things that he is justly en-
titled to, he must need not only work and
pray, he must need also pay. The colored
people must learn to put their pennies
together—and we have shown that their
pennies if put together will amount to mil-
lions of dollars—for the charitable aid of
each other, for the purpose of defending
their rights, and for big business enter-
prises. If they learn that lesson, they will
have the chief key to the solution of their
problem. It is simply a restatement of the
old axiom, "In union there is strength."

Bnt we come back to the question we
started with. What is the ratio at which
any ten per cent of the colored people of
any community give per capita of the whole
colored population? It is not $8.00 per
capita. It is not 80 cents per capita. Is
it as much as 8 cents? Or is it at present
even 8 mills?

We should like any of our readers to
figure it out for any community and send
the figures in to us.

At Somerset, Pa., the largest parade ever
witnessed in the town was held when Wil-
liam Stewart, the only colored draftee, was
escorted to the station, followed by the
mayor, the town's drum corp and Civil
War veterans.

Social disease is being: rapidly curbed
in our army. The Army Medical Corps

state that less than one new case per thou-
sand men occurs each week among our men
in France; and in America, one new case
a thousand is reported every two weeks.
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OP THE STATE OF
Washington for King County.

Robert L. Lavender, Plaintiff, vs. Minnie Lavender,
Defendant.—No Sumons by Publication.

The State of Washington to the said Minnie Laven-
der, Defendant:
You are hereby sumoned to appear within sixty

days after the date of the first publication of this
sumons, to-wit: within sixty days after the 2nd
day of August, 1918, and defend the above entitled
action in the above entitled court, and answer the
complaint of the plaintiff, and serve a copy of your
answer upon the undersigned attorney for plaintiff
at his office below stated; and in case of your fail-
ure so to do, judgment will be rendered against you
according to the demand of the complaint, which
has been filed with the clerk of said court.

The object of the above entitled action is to ob-
tain a decree of divorce from the defendant by the
plaintiff on the grounds of desertion.

ANDREW R. BLACK,
Attorney for Plaintiff

P. O. Address, 316 Pacific Block, Seattle, Wash.
August 3—September 14, 1918.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OP THE STATE OF
Washington for King County.

R. E. Warren, Plaintiff, vs. Lida Warren, Defendant.
—No. 130089. Summons for Publication.
The State of Washington to the said Lida Warren,

defendant:
You are hereby summoned to appear within sixty

(60) days after the date of the first publication of
this summons, to-wit: Within sixty days after the
3rd day of August, 1918, and defend the above en-
titled action in the above entitled court, and answer
the complaint of the plaintiff, and serve a copy of
your answer upon the undersigned attorney for
plaintiff, at his office below stated; and in case of
your failure to do, judgment will be rendered
against you according to the complaint, which has
been filed with the clerk of said court, the object
of the above entitled action is for the dissolution
of the bonds of matrimony existing between plaintiff
and defendant upon the grounds of desertion and
abandonment described in the complaint.

CRAWFORD E. WHITE,
Attorney for Plaintiff.

Post Office and Office Address: 1303-4 L. C. Smith
Building, Seattle, King County, Washington, Phone
Elliott 1113.
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF

Washington for King County.
Florence Brice vs. Dwight Brice, Defendant.—No.

Summons by Publication.
The State of Washington to the said Dwight Brice,

Defendant:
You are hereby summoned to appear within sixty

days after the date of the first publication of this
summons, to-wit: within sixty days after the 13th
day of September, 1918, and defend the above entitled
action in the above entitled court, and answer the
complaint of the plaintiff, and serve a copy of your
answer upon the undersigned attorney for plaintiff
at his office below stated; and in case of your fail-
ure so to do, judgment will be rendered against you
according to the demand of the complaint, which
has been filed with the clerk of said court.

The object of the above entitled action is to ob-
tain a decree of divorce from the defendant by the
plaintiff on the grounds of desertion.

ANDREW R. BLACK,
Attorney for Plaintiff

P. O. Address, 316 Pacific Block, Seattle, Wash.
Sept. 13—Nov. 1, 1918.


