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SOUTHERN PROPAGANDA

Recently the following open letter was
issued by James Weldon Johnson bearing
upon the race riots in Washington City and
Chicago. which is so full of meat for
thought that the same is herewith repro-
duced :

There has been for a number of yvears a
well-directed  propaganda. issuing prin-
cipally from the South. which has had as
its purpose placing the brand of rapist on
the Negero race. This propaganda has been
partly successful in establishing in the
public mind the idea that there is the
direct relation of cause and etfeet between
rape and mob viclence against the Negro.

Whenever the Negro protests against
lvnehing nearly  all southern newspapers
and a great many northern newspapers call
upon him to deprecate the c¢rime which
leads to lynching. The anthentic statisties
of lynching prove the falsehood on which
this propaganda is based.

In the twenty yvears down to 1903 theve
were 1.985 Negroes Iyncehed in the Southern
states.  Of that number rape was assigned
as the cause in only 675 cases. In 1.310
cases other causes were assigned. In the
past thirty vears fifty Negro women have
been lynched. In the past twelve months
five Neero women have geen lvnched., In
the fiveyear period. 1414-1919, 264 Negroes
were lynched in the United States. exelusive
of those killed at East St. Louis. and of
this number rape was assigned as the cause
in only 28 cases

Contrast thus(- records. bad as they may
appear. with the records for New York
county, which is only a part of New York
city. and we find that in this one county,
in the sinele yvear of 1917, 230 persons were

indicted for rape by the grand jury. Of,

this number 37 were indicted for rape in
the first degree. That is. in just a part of
New York ecity. the number of persons in-
dicted for rape in the first degree was nine
more than the total number of Negroes
lvnched on the charge of rape in the entire
United States during the period 1914-191s.
Among these 37 persons indicted by the
New York country grand jury there was
not a single Negro. The evidence required
by the grand jury of New York county to
indict a person charged with rape must be
more conclusive than the evidence required
by a mob to lynch a Negro accused of rape.

When the congressional committee on im-
migration in 1911 made its study of crime
in the United States an investigation was
made of 2.262 cases in the New York Court
of General Sessions., and in that investiga-
tion it was found that the percentage for
the erime of rape was lower for the Negro
than for either the foreign born or native
born whites. The actual fieures were for
foreign-born whites. 1.8: for native-born
white, .8. and for Negroes, .5.

The echoes from the Washington riots are
a present illustration of how this propa-

canda against the Negro works. The news-
papers have heen filled with attacks on
white women as an excuse for the riots,
and these ‘attacks on white women™ arve
now being used by Southern papers as an
excnse and justifieation for the first acts
of the white mob. A retired judee of the
Superior Court of North Carvolina, writing
on the Washington riots in the Wilmington
Dispateh, speaks of Negroes seizing auto-
mobiles and riding and snorting through the
streets of  Washineton while the raping
“went merrily on.”” What arve the facts?

According to the date of Major Pullman,
chief of police of Washington, there took
place in the Distriet of Columbia. bhetween
Jure 25, 1919, and the outbreak of the riot,
ore case of rape and three cases of attempt-
ed rape.  The first case of attempt was on
a cloored school teacher. In three of these
cases the suspect was one man, and he was
in jail when the riots broke out. No pub-
leity was wiven to the fact that five weeks
hefere the riots two white men. a motor-
man and a conductor on a street car, at-
tempted rape upon two colored girls. who
were the only passeneers in the car when
it reached the end of the line. These two
men are now under heavy bail.

[ repeat that there is a direct plan of
propaganda on the part of the South to
brand the Negro with being a rapist in
order that he may be robbed of all sym-
pathy and publie interest when he is lvneh-
ed and mobbed. The truth is. the Neoro
is not more addicted. and is perhaps less
addicted. to rape than any other eroup in
the country.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS

Old Booze s beatinge it to China as a last
resort.  Probably he hopes to drive the
Japs out of Shantune.

The rich oil fields of Mexico may have
much to do with the brewine war with
Mexico that is heard of in Enegland and
[United States circles.

European women have become infected by
the sutfrage buge and are making a stand for
universal suffrage-—that is if America and
Europe mean the universe.

Perhaps Uncle Sam is endeavoring to
head off” Old Booze. who has already sailed
for the Orient. which prompts him to dis-
patch an army officer in an airplane to
China.

Chicago’s grand jury that struck for
white gore has indicted twenty-five colored
and  twenty-one white rioters—not (uite
“*hoss and hoss.”” but almost.

Unless much precaution be used. Mexican
bardits are lHable to steal the most of our
leading army officers stationed near the
horders and either get big boodle for their
return or force them to become bandits.

That’s some political maneuver on the
part of Governor Hart to call an extra
session of the legislature to ratify the
weman suffrage amendment to the United
States Censtitution.  If Hart does not now
vet the women vote then of course thev
will be absolutely hartless, l

Owing to the discovery of oil near West
Columbia, Tex.. Charles Brown. who owns
1.000 acres of timber land in the oil belt.
on which oil wells are now flowine. is so
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rich that he may fill the financial place
recently left vacant by  Carnegie.  Mr.
Brown is an ex-slave.

Doubtless war is brewing with Mexieo
and if murderineg United States citizens is
responsible for the war brewing announce-
ment, then this is no new brew. but the
same old brew that has been brewing sinee
the last war with Mexico was closed, which
gives every evidence of eoing to die while
hrewing.

A New York husband (white) has sued
his wife for an absolute divorce and named
Bert Williams. the noted colored comedian,
as co-defendant.  Bert has the money and
Dempsey may vet get a wad of it from the
sabled son of the footlichts, which is more
profitable than wgettineg him lynched by a
thousand miles.

“Teoo much cold in the world.,” argues
a British financier, and ““Too muech food
the world.”” aregues an Amervican trast hou.
In the past. trust hogs have been destroyving
food in erder to keep prices up and now
we suspect the money hogs will 2o to des-
troving the cold in order to he able to con-
trol the entire money supply.

In answer to the anti-Neero propaganda
attempted to be spread in Franee by the
["nited States soldiers, recently the French
Chamber of Deputies adopted a resolution
condemning race prejudice and  affirming
the absolute equality of all men without
recard to race o reolor.  And now French-
men  spoiled Negroes may he consistently
burned at the stake as have been  the
French women spoiled ones.

That recent appeal to the Newroes who
have left the South by the southern farmers
““to rotnrn to their former homes at their
expense” will not find a response.  In dis-
tress, the sonthern white man is an ancel
without wines. so far as the colored man is
concerned. but once out of trouble and he
immediately  becomes  the same intolerant
murderer that he has always been so far
as the Neero is concerned,  The Nearo
knows him of old.

RACE RIOTS

Race riots bring no prestige to any city.
Neither Chicago nor Washington need hang
its head unduly. however, for it was only
the cood fortune of a dozen or more large
cities that prevented similar disorders else-
where, The same fires of discontent with a
world where the Negroes vives evreything
and receives little more than nothing in
return are as ready to Hame forth in Pitts-
buregh or Philadelphia as in Chicago. S0
long as we proceed upon the theory that
the black man must enjoy only the ernmbs
of a white civilization, just so long are petty
incidents like those that started the Chicago
or Washineton riots liable to release tensely
controlled passions and bring on pitched
hattles hetween the races.

There is no roval »oad to racial peace.
Even in that 1]:1\ when the laborer shall
receive the full social product of his labor
and when all artificial barriers to work ~]1.|.I
have been removed there will still remaii
traces of old hates. Racial hatred. like all
hatred. is born of fear. Those who talk
about the black menace or the yellow perii
ave merely thinking of the possibility ol



