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OUR FOURTH OF JULY HABIT

If the whirling of the world through
space is not due more to the force of habit
than to fixed rules, then such has apepared
so for so long that the habit idea is an
almost accepted fact. While nothing in na-
ture has been fixed by habit, yet habit is a
weakness of the humian family which causes
it more actual concern and distress than any
of its many shortcomings, yea the most of
the ills and complaints of mortal-man can
be traced either directly or indirectly to the
force of habit. Vice in all of its various
and varied forms is the result of habit. It
can be equally argued that virtue is like-
wise a matter of habit, however, not so
much so as is vice, for the natural inclina-
tion of humanity is to virtue. All of our
national shortcomings are the results of in-
nocent indulgencies in the outset that finally
forms the habit. A man that had formed
the habit of taking a drink every time he
passed a certain saloon decided he would
break the habit and one day quite succeeded
in his determination, but once by he was so
proud of his power of mind over man that
lie returned and treated himself to a drink
for his great will power. The habit of in-
dulging in narcotics as a relief from sor-
rows and cares becomes so great that such
indulgers become frantic if the drug is not
administered to them. Clever physicians,
however, often administer an innocent sub-
stitute for the deadly drug and the habit
of feeling relieved after having been so
administered to is so common that the fiend
relaxes in mind and body the same as if
the genuine article had been administered.
The habit of doing certain things and in-
dulging in dangerous human excesses, when
once acquired, becomes so strongly fixed
within us that it is frequently termed sec-
ond nature, and though it be realized that
the habit is absolutely destroying mind,
soul and body, yet there is not sufficient
will power within us to resist the force of
habit, and that too even when death itself
is apparent. Owing to the force of habit a
horse in his stall can not be induced to leave
its quarters in case of serious fire and will
stand trembling in every joint until burned
to death unless its kepeer throws a pair of
harness on it and thereby deceives it by
making it believe its going to work. Habit
in the United States has formed a custom
of most vociferously welcoming the annual
arrival of our Natal Day, which is mistak-
enly styled, the outburst of our pent up
patriotism. A sane and safe Fourth of
July, devoid of deadly bombs and fiery mis-
sels is voted by Young America, and Old
America registers no very serious protests,
as no Fourth of July at all, and like unto
a sacred day lost. How many men, women
and children may lose their lives from such
firey demonstration counts for naught in
the minds of those who have formed the
habit of unbridling their pent up patriotism
that it may run riot on our grand and
glorious Fourth of July.

Fatal death statistics as a result of
such outbursts of patriotism are without
deterring influences over such persons as
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have formed the Irtbit of enjoying an old-
time Fourth of Jitly celebration with new
time implements of demonstration. But man
is so constituted that no habit is so firmly
fixed within him that by perseverenee it
can not be eradicated. Even to our na-
tional evil strong drink, after years of per-
severance, it has been legally squelched, and
much headway is bein«j- made toward mor-
ally squelching; it. Let the same instructive
influence take hold of the sane and safe
Fourth of July celebration idea and, if so,
many of us will yet live to see our Natal
Day celebrated as becoming a sane and safe
citizenry. It is probable, yea possible, and
we can do it if we Will. Let's go !

COL. TNGLIS EXPLAINS

The following letter has been received by
the editor hereof, which speaks for itself:
Mr. Horace Roscoe Cay ton,
Seattle, Washington.
My dear Cay ton :

My attention has just ben called to an
article appearing in a recent issue of Clay-
ton's Weekly, wherein it is your pleasure
to criticize remarks alleged to have been
made by me at a public gathering at Belle-
vue in celebration of the Lake Washington
Highway opening.

1 am sorry indeed that you evidently got
the wrong angle on the little story that T
related regarding a personal experience I
had while in the service with troops in the
Argonne Forest and \ assure you that I had
no intention of ridiculing the colored sol-
diers or in any way questioning their sol-
dierly finalities. There was a certain humor-
ous side to the situation which I attempted
to draw lightly upon, merely to give point
to the connection the story might have with
my making an address on the subject of road
building.

I am happy to state that from personal
experience with the colored boys I know
them to be possessed of a valor and courage
of the highest quality and having had thou-
sands of them serve under me in the army
and many employed by me in civil life, I
assure you that I look upon the colored race
with a great deal of affection and admira-
tion.

Trusting that this statement will some-
what clarify your mind regarding my atti-
tude towards the colored people, I am, as
of old.

Your friend,
W. M. INGLIS.

Perhaps Col. Inglis had no intention of
doing the colored overseas soldiers an in-
justice and if those who heard his joke had
have been mind readers they might have
thoroughly understood the point he was en-
deavoring to bring out, but not being such.
he left the impression that the colored sol-
diers were only sent to France to build
roads, over which the white soldiers could
march to battle. The fact of the matter is
the colored soldiers did the hardest fighting
that was done by any of the V. S. soldiers
and were so rewarded by the French gov-
ernment. However, Col. Inglis' explana-
tion is accepted by Cay ton's Weekly and
in view of such explanation he will be ac-
corded the same general politcal courtesy
that will be accorded to the other candi-
dates. There was nothing personal in what
was said, but so many of such unnecessary
jokes are told at the expense of deserving
colored citizens, both in and out of the
service that it lias become disgusting. But
a few days ago a visitor at the late Chicago
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convention was relating some talks he had
had with some of the colored delegates
from the South and he quoted them in plan-
tation jargon, and in the next breath he
said they were lawyers and doctors and
some of them made the most brilliant
speeches that were heard on the convention
floor. We venture the assertion that there
was not a colored delegate at the Chicago
convention but that used as good and as
pure English as can any public school teacher
in Seattle. This quoting of colored men and
women in jargon to make your listeners
laugh, and that too irrespective of the in-
justice done to the colored citizens is so
distrusting that it is nauseating. In other
words the colored citizens have no personal
feelings which the white citizens care to re-
spect.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS

Collections are dead easy these days, that
is. dead easy to not collect.

Summer time and no gasoline is like unto
chewing time and nothing to eat.

It looks as though the Democrats are go-
ing to "wet" on their platform at San
Francisco.

Hi Johnson seems inclined to bolt, but it
Mill hardly be the thunder bolt it was four
and eight years ago.

China lias made up her mind to hold on
to Shantung and Japan is of a like mind.
Now watch the fur fly.

Before organized labor endorses the
Democratic party it had better enquire
about the political prisoners.

Murder and suicide are quite epidemical
just now. It is due to too much unrest or
too high prices for necessities?

Looking for a leader on the part of any
class or condition of the human family

shows how ignorant sonic parts are.

Let the people rule, sounds well, but the
people rather than rule, delegate that func-
tion to the highest and best bidder.

In returning an indictment against the
Tammany chief the W. W. administration
proposes that Murphy be a good dog.

While it did not snow in Seattle the lat-
ter part of the present week, yet it cer-
tainly could not have been very far away.

His age to the contrary notwithstanding,
the spooks seem to be laying dead for Bob
Lindsey, an old time lawyer and politician
of Seattle.

In declining the Democratic presidential
nomination Bill McAdoo expressed in ad-
vance what the delegates have probably de-
cided to do.

With W. Wriefusing to dictate and Billy
McAdoo refusing to run the Democratic
party, nsinj; the street vernacular, is in a
hell of a fix.

In the general interest of the Democratic
party President Wilson should convene Con-
gress as soon as the Democratic convention
has adjourned.

In touting Frank (Joss as a newspaper
correspondent it occurs to us that the
P.-I. is either in a somnambulistic state or
is stretching the facts.


