
4 CAYTON'S MONTHLY

Editorial :: View :: Point
PRESIDENTIAL CHANGES

As Cay ton's Monthly goes to press today, March
4th, 1921, all America is undergoing a radical political
change due to the passing of Woodrow Wilsonism and
the advent of Republicanism with W. G. Harding as
standard bearer. This prince of the vox populi, W. G.
Harding, is being inaugurated at high noon today,
March 4th, and from the Maine to Mexico and from
the Atlantic to the Pacific the world and his family

are all smiles, first because the country is to officially
lose Woodrow Wilson who, on being inaugurated pres-
ident of the United States, not only became chief exe-
cutive, but likewise became the judiciary as well as
legislative functions of the government; great rejoic-

ing, it is repeated, bursts forth from the bosom of every
tr"ue American at the thought of losing such a political
autocrat. The belief that President Harding is the
exact counterpart of Mr. WSlson and the rejoicing
over the coining of Harding is one of the world wide
outburst. Our new president seems truly of the people

and the simplicity of his inauguration harks back to
the early life of this glorious country, when presidents

avoided pomp and outward show for merit and con-
scientious duty. As a rebuke to Woodr'ow Wilsonism
President Harding received at the polls last November

both the largest popular vote, as well as the largest
electoral vote in the history of this Republic.

From 1860 to the present time and including W.
G. Harding, eleven different presidents have been in-
augurated in the United States, and of that number,
two were Democrats, Grover Cleveland and Woodrow
Wilson, each slerving two terms, Cleveland however
serving his in broken doses, he having defeated the
Plumed Knight, James G. Blame, but four years later 1

himself was defeated by Benjamin Harrison; four
years still later he came back and defeated Harri-
son.

Tho respective presidents were as follows: Abra-
ham Lincoln, U. S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes,
James A. Garfield, Grover Cleveland, Benjamin Harri-
son, William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, William
H. Taft, Woodrow Wilson and W. G. Harding. Since
the Lincoln inauguration the country has been in-
volved in the Great Civil War, the war1 with Tripoli,
the Spanish-American war, the late World War and
a number of Indian wars.

According to history the Democratic party prior
to the Great Civil war dominated the politics of this
country and so with but one or two brief interruptions
from Jefferson to Lincoln. It percipitated the Mexican
war to fortify itself and make sure of continuing in the
control of the government, and incidentally with an eyo
single to percipitating the Great Civil war, which it
subsequently did, but it failed in that internecine
strife. And as a result every vestige of it was driven
from power and with the exceptions of eight, years un-
der, Grpver Cleveland it was shut out for fifty two years.

Then on account of a divided Republican party it under
Woodrow Wilson once again got control of the govern-

ment for four years then because Wiilson "kept us out

of war" it was given a four year extension, but by the
time it had served out the latter four years it had so
completely demoralized the civic, financial and political
affair's of this country that the entire nation rose in its
might and buried it under an avalanch of votes, and the
fourth of March will see that party as completly shorn
of power as it was when Lincoln was inaugurated. If
the past foreshadowed the future the Democratic party,
dominated by the South as it has been for the past
eight years and will doubtless so continue, will not again
sit at the administration table for at least a half cen-
tury. Unless the signs of the times absolutely fail the
Democfatic party, from a southern view point, is in
line for a sound political thrashing, and if it does it
will not get a lick amiss and the sooner such thrashing
is firmly administered the better will it be for all con-
cerned and espicially the South itself.

Washington's new state code doubtless has its weak
spots, which can be easily remedied when subsequent
legislatures assemble, but on the whole it seems to be

a vast improvement over the dying code, the opposition

of organized labor to the contrary notwithstanding. To
be sure the new code puts the governor of the state in
possession of a political machine, but the old code did
the self same thing. It is the belief of such conservative
state senators as Richard A. Hutchinson of Spokane,
who though a Republican on general principles, yet has
always been absolutely independent and seldom ever
acted with the party machine, that the new code will
prove a vast improvement over the old code and if
honestly administered will be a great financial saving
to the state. In saying "honestly administered" Senator
Hutchinson said much in little for therein lies the whole

situation. No code could be put upon the statute books
that could not be dishonorably administered by dishonest
administrators. There is always a way for one or many

to rob and plunder, if they have the desire to do so.
For the most part it is the concensus of opinion that
Gov. Hart will select men and women of not only rec-
ognized ability, but men and women of high integrity

and moral uprightness to fill the places which the code
has created, and on the whole give to the state as good
a government as the money mad American can possibly

expect.

A University of (Washington student wanted to
know of the editor hereof, if the American colored

man had the same capacity of acquiring knowledge
as the white man? He most assuredly has, but he

has not the same official capacity of acqu'ring the
money, as the white man on which to attaiin a like
education as the white man.

In condescending to note the change of Cayton's

Weekly to Monthly on the part of The Advocate of
Portland it is proof sufficient that The Advocate does
not overlook a bet because its small.

Marcus Garvey may not succeed in setting the
world on fire, but he is surely raising the "sand."


