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The new battleship Kearsarge, the largest vessel of war in the federal |
navy, will make her official trip off Cape Porpolse this week, and |
shortly thereaftor will be formally assigned to duty as a fagship of one of
the squadrons of the American navy. On her trip from Newport News lo
the Brooklyn Navy-yard the Kearsarge made an excellent run, the ens
gines developing far greater energy than the contract reguirement of
10,000 horse-power There were no indjeationa of a lack of stability
due to the superimposed turrets which constitute a unigue feature of the
vessel's construction, and it seems llkely that objections to this Innova.
tion In battleship designing will be confined to the restriction upon hand-

Hng the big guns necessitated by the conjoint operation of the turret res |

volving machinery,

Aside from the experimental character of the mounting of the maln
batteries, the Kearsarge offers no opportunities for doubt as to her su-
perior ighting qualities, Designed at a time when naval constructors
were seeking most sealously for combined battery protection and enor-
mous offensive power, the two battleships of the Kearsarge (ype repres
sent In effect the climax of effort in this direction. They are Intended
to overwhelm an enemy by the concentrated fire of big guns, the rapid
fire of the secondary hattery being subordinated to the heavy ordnance in
the double turrets at either end of the ship. No forelgn battieship now
bullt or bullding can hurl upon an adversary such a weight of armor.
plercing projectiles as the Kearsarge can dellver. The deference of naval
constructors to heavy ordnance reached its apogee In the production of
the Kearsarge and her sister ship the Kentucky

With these huge floating fortresses added to the federal navy, its

power for offense and defense will be notably increased; yet it Is not at |

all llkely that the naval experts and authorities of the future will turn to

these vessels as exemplars of the model fighting ship.  The valuable in.

struction of actual naval warfare has lessened the regard of battieship |
designers for heavy guns, and even for heavy armor. Tre demand now s
for high speed, effective protection of gun emplacements, and a battery |
of ordnance capable of pouring a constant raln of projectiles upon a

hostile ship. Experience in the brief war with Spain hae confirmed the |

oft-expressed opinlon of ardnance experts In regard to the paramount |
value of elght-inch and six-inch rapid fire guns, and of the latter class
each of the new battleships authorized by the late congress will have no
less than 18, with the capacity to smaother the fire of almost any oppos-.
ing battery that could be brought to bear upon them. The Kearsarge
type marks the limit of heavy gun installation in modern navies, as the
new vessels of the Maine class denote the advent of the principie of a
withering concentrated fire of multiplied rapid fire guns as the cardinal
tenet of modern naval tactios
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