STAR man attended a parent-teachers’
A meeting at a Seattle school re

cently The question of fire protection
camea up. A parent asked the principal why
there were no fire escapes on the school
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“The law'" said the principal, “doesn’t
compe! the school board to have them.”
A VERY GOOD REASON, IS IT NOT?
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puluntors, saved
men from death

the Injured
by shock

Fire Marshal Harry Bringhurst told The J .5 508 oo ot e e
Star Thursday that ONLY FOUR OF THE
43 FRAME SCHOOL BUILDINGS IN SE-
ATTLE HAVE FIRE ESCAPES!

“They are at Interbay, Leschi, the John
B. Allen school, and the old Ballard high
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tInvestigation Shows Seattle Schools Have No Fire Escapes

IEADS OF THRED
FE WITHOUT |
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VICTIMS CRYAS
THEY JUMP
T0 DEATH

PEABODY, Mass., Oct. 28.—Fifty lives
were snuffed out today and 12 more will
die as the result of a fire which swept the
‘tinder-like St. John’s parochial school,
‘according to the estimates of firemen and
doctors at 1:30 p. m.

Mothers temporarily insane with grief;
half-naked, crying children rushing in the
midst of the crowds about the building; a
score of broken, charred little bodies
stretched in a row on the ground while the
ruins smouldered and smoked—such was
the scene as firemen delved among the char-
red timbers for more bodies.

Twenty-seven bodies have been recovered.
Many were burned to a crisp. Others were

trampled by their playmates in the mad rush”

' to escape.

Many were caught in a jammed doorway
and were crushed to death as they sought
to flee. A panic followed. Doors swinging
inward were responsible for many deaths.
‘ Before the first of the horrified children
could swing back the doors, the rush behind
them swept them into the fatal crush.

Still others ran to windows. Bewildered,
they jumped. Neighbors on hand before the
firemen arrived caught the tiny forms as they
. hurtled thru the air by spreading out blankets
as life nets. When the firemen came they
could not open the main door owing to the
mass of little bodies behind.

The ages of the dead children range from

8 to 12 years. Nine of the charred, crushed

st Tacoma, because It 1+ forms could not be recognized.

The children were just preparing to go
to classes when a sister smelled smoke. She
| found the lower hall wrapped in flames, and
lat once sounded the fire alarm.

As calmly as she could, so as not to alarm
'her ward, the black-robed nun told the pupils
'to leave by the side doors. For a few mo-
ments, while thay were in the class rooms,
the chlldren maintained perfect order.

-1 T en. as they marched into the
“E SUES P“Ys‘clAN halls,” a thick, hot smoke poured
toward them and the flames
crackled near by
VANCOUVER, Wash., Oct. 28 Terror seized the sisters and the

Suit for $50,000 damages is on file children simnltaneously Seeing
here today against I I. N, p. thelr charges helpless, the teachers
Chalmers of this eity. accused bv ordered them to break ranks \s
Albert K. Willsher, formerly of Se. they did so a rush for doors and
attle, of allenating his wife's affec- | windows followed
tions Below the townsfolk had already

Willsher had served a few months |gathered. They besought the white
in the penitentiary for attempted facéd children in the windows not
murder of Dr. Chalmers because of [to leap until they brought blankets
alleged relations between the physi- [to use as life nets
cian and Mrs. Willsher He was Some obeyved
pardoned by Gov. Liste Crying  and  protesting. they

crowded the windows, while the
(flames and smoke came dangerous-
PUPILS EARN MONEY ...
Others jumped

EVEREKT Wash Oct 'R \ Below strong men tried to cateh
total of $£28.661 » was earned by them with outspread overcoats,
1,085 school children during the No Fire Escapes on School
summer vacation, according to a By this time blankets had been
survey made by teachers here. This  — —————

makes an average of $24.35 (Continued on Page 4.)
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