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o . . ;
THE RAINIER SCHOOL, one of the 39 frame school buildings in Seattle without fire
escapes. It occupies the block between King and Weller sts., and 23d and 24th aves.
S. Below is a picture of one of the two winding wooden stairways leading from the
second to the first floor in the new Washington school. These wooden stairways,
called “interior fire escapes” by the school board, are depended upon to safeguard
lives of pupils in local schools. The school which burned at Peabody, Mass., had

them, too.
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'ARE SEATTLE’ S

CHILDREN SAFE
IN OUR SCHOOL

By Fred L. Boalt :
WENTY-ONE children, ranging in age from 8 to 14, lost their lives in a school fire at Pelp
body, Mass., yesterday.

The newspaper accounts of the disaster do not make pleasant reading. There were
fire-escapes on the building, and the doors swung in! Some of the
children were suffocated to death. Some were trampled to death. Some
jumped from windows and were dashed to death. And some were
burned to death. :

It is possible that vou read the accounts with composure. It may
be that you felt sorry, in a detached, impersonal sort of way, for those
children who were suffocated, trampled, dashed and burned to death,
and for their fathers and mothers. ;

Peabody, Mass., is a long way from Scattle, Wash., and such a
tragedy could not happen to your children.  Your children are alive,
thank God!

It could!

It could happen to vour children.

We have in this state, 1t 1s true, a law ru]mrmg “that school doors
swing out, not in. But there are in Seattle 39 frame school buildings
which have no fire-escapes.

“Stll others ran to the windows.

I am quoting excerpts from the

“Many were tnjured in leaping.
rescuing hands were outstretched.”

“There were no fire-escapes. The children were trapped.” it

“With cries on their lips and arms extended to parents, they literal-
ly roasted to death.

Bewildered, they jumped.”
news dispatches.
They did not stop to see where

» L L L * »

WONDER what the fathers and mothers of those dead children in

they read, several years ago, the newspaper accounts of the terrible Collinwood, O.. school fire.

Did they comfort themselves, as we here are no doubt comforting ourselves, with the thought that
the children who died were no kin of theirs and that such a thing couldn’t happen in Pe abody? ‘

| saw that fire in Collinwood. That I reached that suburb of Cleveland an hour after the alarm,
and | saw the school building as a roaring, white-hot furnace. The brick walls still stood, but that was all.

| saw row on row of blankets on a warehouse floor nearby. Under each blanket were burned flesh and
charred bones,

An hour before they had been healthy, happy little ones.

- —
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’eabody, Mass., thought and said when

O

IS,

FRIEND of mine, a
them off to school.
at the grisly things

newspaper man, had two bonny children. That morning
I went with th¢ father of those children to the warehouse,
beneath the blankets that had been boys and girls.
I do not know quite why he wanted to find his children. \What difference
He said he would recognize the buttons on their clothes. He didn't
I'l never forget his haggard, chalk-white face. He dared not go home and tell his wife he could not
find their dead. She a little while before had stood, with other agonized mothers, just outside those doors,
which blunderers had built to swing in, and she had caught glimpses of her children's faces in that hellish
press of trapped children, and she had seen her children die.

» ~ » "

their mother
and together we

packed
peered

did it make?

They
find his children.

were

d\'lhi.

e

not any GREAT dan of a recurrence of the Peabody disaster in Seattle, but there
Our schools are not fire traps, not even the frame buildings, but they DO lack fire es
>eabody, shutting off the use ot stairways, WOULDN'T occur in Seattle
But remember, it didn't happen often in Peabody, either.

. w - -

HERE is
danger.
fire such as occurred in
lifetime—perhaps NEVER.

ooy
Lol

is SOME
capes. ‘A

once in a

. w
THlf Seattle school board takes a complacent
The board pumt\ out that there are “interior fire-escapes.” And so there are. And

| escape” is nothing but an ordinary wooden stairway v hich would burn like tinder

The board points out that there are frequent fire drills in the schools. And so there are.
practice. But a fire drill in a building which isn't afire is quite different from a fire drill i
with flame and blinding smoke.
The board points out that the law does not compel it to put fire-escapes on school buildings less than
stories high. And that is true. The board is quite within the law.
But I, who have a boy who attends a big wooden school with
escapes” are not enough. drills are not enough. We do not want
children’s lives.

If, after fire-escapes, there any other
safety of our children, why, we want that,

e board says it has taken every reasonable precaution. IT HAS NOT.
precaution.  And in a matter of such moment to me as the life or death of my

may go hang, l' | WOULD GO FARTHER THAN THE LAW,

BOARD SAYS FIRE 'ESCAPES AREN'T NEEDED
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