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SEE GERMAN PLOT IN $1,000,000 FIRE HERE
COTTGM FOE ALLIES STORED IN EUIRMED PIEJR

POLICE
HOLD

-MAN
After careful check of the

damage done bv an incendiary
fire, which practically destroy-
ed Pier 14. Thursday night,
and ruined the greater portion
of valuable merchandise stored
inside, A. F. Haines, local
manager for Dodwell & Co..

* who operate the pier. Friday

)stimated the loss at well over
1.000,000
The Star waa told Friday In re-

liable water front aourcea that

6.000 bale* of cotton, rained at

| about $300,000. dentlned for RuaMa.
t were bnrncd when Pier No 14 waa

k destroyed
\u25a0 Cotton la easential In the manu-
P fartur* of explosive*.

Saya Only 500 Ba tt

Dodwell * Co. Limited, a Rreat
Engllah ahlppln* firm with
branches In all part* of the world.
hjMeli operated the dock, denied
mFi It* local manaiter that any
?uch amount of cotton waa on the
pier

He placed the amount at "about
800 bale* '

E. Wllmasn. lonarahnreman. ar-
IHi I after the fire >«ra?a of no

A TEA PARTY OF GIANTS
An Imaginative observer of

the big Pier No. 14 fir# Thurs-
day night described It aa a gi-

gantic pot of tea a boll.
Heat and water had caueed

30.000 caaes of tea to burst. The
tsa stood In aodden mountain*
over the warehouse floor. Tons
Of watar wsrs played upon the
mountains of tea. from land
and from the firs tug* to
ths slips.

Th# heat wa* lnten»e The
water, when it hit the roaring
flamee. eteamed and hissed
and boiled A etrong, pungent,
appetizing aroma of tea filled
the air. Mixed with it *ensi-
tlvs nostrils could detect faint-
er amell* a* of spice* of the
Orient.

It might havs been a tea
?-ty of giants, except that the

of $200,000 worth of rub-
ber burning rather spoiled the
tea party effect.

alleged ronver**tlon with another
longshoreman In a water front *a

loon. In which he I* said to have
predicted the fire, wa* examined
behind clo*ed door* Friday by

Chief of Police Iwing. Captain Ste»

art. *nd Fire Marshal Marry W.
Brlnghurst

Brtnghur*t *ay* he I* convinced
th" fire was of Incendiary origin
The same dock caught fire twice
last Tnesdaj, In a manner not ex
plained.

Longshoreman I* Held
Captain Stewart *ild. after the

?lamination of Wllmann. that the
longshoreman told a clear, straight

forward story tip to the point
where he had the alleged talk with
the other longshoreman, R B. Brad

, *ha w.
* Me remembered being In the **

|oon, he *atd, hut he could not re

member If he met Hradehaw, and
he conld not. r'call what he talked
about In the saloon

Wllmann* story did not satl*f>
tbe police and the fire mar*hal, and
he I* held on an open charge

while hi* record In Van-
couver, B. where he lived be-

fore coming to Seattle recently,
will he looked Into.

Dodwell 4. Co., representing the
L Blue tunnel line, tnad«» a deal with
Ithe port commission Friday for the
\u25a0use, hereafter, of the commission *

'dock at Smith * cove
The total value of merchandl*-

stored In the pier, according to
Manager Maine*, wa* more than
|2,100,000.

Damage to the pter lt*elf, a small
matter, comparatively, he estimated
at about $200,000, partially covered
by Insurance. The pier I* owned by
Alnsworth * Dunn, who lease to
iK/dwell A Co.

"We had 70,000 case* of canned
salmon stored In the pier," *ald

Main**, "about 600 bale* of cotton,
$t,OOO r *sen of tea, 2.000 ton i of
flee, $200,000 worth of rubber, 600
ton* of newspaper, be*ldi-s tons of
other miscellaneous freight."

Have Other Yheorle*
Mow much of the freight to** was

covered by Insurance, he said, could
4)ot. be estimated, because i-j! li <' m
"tHF I" which freight wa.- destined

led It* own ln*urance on the

Hi*theory I* that Japanese might

on Page 5.)
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THh RAINIER SCHOOL, one of the 39 frame school buildings in Seattle without fire

escapes. It occupies the block between Ming and Weller sts.. and 23d and 24th aves.
S Below is a picture of one of the two winding wooden stairways leading from the
second to the first floor in the new Washington school. These wooden stairways,
called "interior fire escapes" by the school board, are depended upon to safeguard

lives of pupils in local schools. The school which burned at Peabody, Mass, had
them, too.

AMERICAN
TROOPS IN
A BATTLE
BROWNSVILLE, Te*. Oct.
?A small detachment of the

Twenty-«lghth Infantry, which
arrived last week, was twice at

tacked between midnight and

daylight today.

One Am«ncin soldier vnii

wounded In this baptism of

fire, but the Mexican*, tho

caught between two fire* in
their second attach, suffered
no casualties

The American *»* wounded dur
In* the flrat aitark at the Ca[>o(«
ranch. north of Hidalgo.

Signal rockets *crc sent up to

attrict aid. ami after 2') minute*'
firing. the Mexican* fle<l bark
serosa the river.

Meantime, a troop of cavalry ar
rtve«l from Mldalgo. The Mexican*,
after two hours, came f>ark to the
Amernan aide, and resumed their
attack.

The cavalry, however, drove
around their flank and attacked
from the rear, while more rein-
forcement* came up to help In dia-
pering the raider*.

HEAR CARRANZA
HAS BEEN SUM

BAN ANTONIO, Tex., Oct.

28?Local telephone companie*

today received a report that

Gen. Carranza had been as-

*a**inated. The atory wa* un-

confirmed.

MAY ASK SPAIN
TO SETTLE WAR

WASHINGTON. I). C , Oct 29

Whether America or Spain t'reai
dent Wilson or Kin* Alfonso will
mediate In the Kuropean war. wa*

the absorbing question anion* of
flclah today a* a r"*iiltof renewed

Interest In the question of peace

"The war la being fought In the
capital* of Kurope," a eablnet mem
her *nld. i »evo|opment» there
look ax tho the war I* about over."

Many authorities believed that
Spain, rather than the I'nlted
State*. will bp the meditator when
Kurope In ready to lay clown arm*

JOHN W. CONSIDINE TELLS
COURT HE IS FLAT BROKE

?John W Con*ldlne, noted thent
rlc.a| manager an I *uppo*ed milf-
lonalre, by his own sworn admis-
sion, In superior court here Friday,
In broke ?

"Worae than that," declared the
head of the Orphetim and other the
utrlcal syndicates. I am personally
res|ion*lhle for between $*00,000
and $900,000 owed by Sullivan A
('onstdlne, Inc. and my private

debt* amount to about $30,000.
When I borrowed money, the

other fellow always made me sign a
note, iiut '/hen I loaned I trek the
other fellow* worl that he would
pay It back. I never kept any ac-
count of how much I loaned, but It
went, here, there and everywhere,

In little dribs arid dabs, anywhere
between $10 and $2">o at a time."

Consldlne was being examined as
to hi* ability to satisfy a $2,500
Judgment, obtained uu an uvttiiiuu

note.
Me told Judge Fritter that he had

tried every means to raise money,
but owing i" chaotlf huMnes* con-
ditions could nut lay hands on a
dollar

He ha* tried to ral*p 11 no.ooo on
the Heattlp Orplieum property,
without mieeoan.

"I couldn't even get a dleke*," he
KB 1(1

"Mow about all your diamond*?"
Attorney Oi-orgo II Hum

tiiirin. examining him "I iiippone
you have i No parted with them?"

Ye* m< nth* ago," replied Con
aldlne. "They brought only a drop
In the hurl ct, and the money waa
(pent long pro."

"Have you any In hock?" asked
the examiner

"No," retorted Consldlne. "I sold
them outright. 1 never hocked any
thing,"

21 TINY BODIES
LIE IN MORGUE

PEABODY. Man*. Oct 2S The

dim light In I'enbody'g gloom)

morgue shone today on A ghaai'.y
night the half-hurnwd. twlated

corpse* of 19 children, victim* of

the holocatmt In Ht. John * paro-

chial Rchool ye*t«rday
Two other little bodle* lay 111 the

St Thoma* hoapltal morgue, vie
tltii* of burn* and *hock In th<» pu-
pil*' mail flight for iftfety.

The iithe* of other victim* are
believed to he mingled with the de
brln ln*lde the flre-*wept hall* of
the *chnol.

Tho firemen yesterday reported
th»t 'i~ bodies hud been recovered,
a checking up prockas today *how-
ed the total known casualties *cr»
21.

Crepe decked door*, and silent
groups of children complete the
most pitiful tragedy ever known 111
Maswachuaett*.

In Russia there are enough peo-
ple to populate (Jreat Hrltaln. tier-
many and FYance, with a consid-
erable number left over.

Everything
.... \u25a0 1 \u25a0 ?? ??rrzr:

You will lip likely to wsnt to
Imy on Saturday will bn found
advertised In The Star today,
rind almost Invariably at a mon-
ey saving price The Htar pre-
sent* today a splendid assort
inent of ad* from Seattle's lead-
ing and llveat business Inst IIu
tlons Make up your Saturday

\u25a0hopping list from the ad* and
nave a neat aum of money.

M liv IIV
O
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fire-escapes on the building, and the doors swung in! Sonic of the
children were suffocated to death. Some were trampled to death. Some
jumped from windows and were dashed to death. And some were
burned to death.

It is possible that you read the accounts with composure. It may
be that you felt sorry, in a detached, impersonal sort of way, for those
children who were suffocated, trampled, dashed and burned to death,
and for their fathers and mothers.

Peabody, Mass., is a long way from Seattle, Wash., and such a
tragedy could not happen to your children. Your children are alive,
thank (Jod!

It could! It (ould happen to your children.
We have in this state, it is true, a law requiring that school doors

swing out. not in. Hut there are in Seattle 39 frame school buildings
which have no fire-escapes.

".Still others ran to the windows. Bewildered, they jumped."
I am quoting excerpts from tl\e news dispatches.
"Many were injured in leaping. They did not stop to see where

rescuing hands were outstretched."
"There were no fire-escapes. The children were trapped."

(
-

"With cries on their lips and arms extended to parents, they literal-
ly roasted to death."

An hour before they had been healthy, happy little ones.

While Seattle has some of the
most up-to-date fireproof school
buildings. It also has 4.'l wooden
Mchoolhousea, and of the*e have
no outside fire escape*

Member* of the school board sa>

there I* 140 need for oiltfUde fire oh

capes, because ell th«e schoola are
provided with pUnty of "Interior
fire escapes,"

They are fine, wide stairs, and four
to six children could walk down
them abreail. If they wet* not pan-
ic-stricken by the smoke and
flames

Nathan Kcksteln, a member of
the school board, sa>* In this con-
nection: In most of the schools
thp children In these fire drills
reach the street In about a minute
There Is never any running or ex
r Itcnicnt, and the drills are carried
out In perfect order "

The drills at I'eabody, Mass.
used to clear the schoole 111 two
mlnutea When a real fire occur-
red, the ili 111 h failed. The children
could not be controlled They rush
ed to the wlntlows. And there were
no outside fire escape*.

There In no claim made that the
"Interior 'Ire escapes" In Seattle

differ from the "Interior fire es-
capes" thp I'eabody school had.

Member* of tho school board lyul

I'lre Marshal Rrlnghurst point out,
however, that the doors In Seattle
schools suing outward Instead of
inward.

In Pea body, the children jammed
against the main door and It could
not be opened In Seattle, the
pressure w®uld open the doors.

In the new buildings the heating
plants are located In separate build-
ings, and tiot In the basements of
the school* In the old buildings
the heating plants are still in the
basements.

"The roof tuny be burning on
one of our new buildings." says
Judge Wlnsor. "and still the classes
could go 011 in the building with-
out imy danger. They lire strictly

1 fireproof to that extent."
in the older buildings, which

are not fireproof," says Eckstein,
Improvements have been made

I during tho past few years to make
tlx m as safo Irom fire as a frame

The"'"lnterior fire escape*" are
stairway* nothing mores or less.
Kvery dwelling bonne In Seattle ha*

some of these "Interior fire es
cape*," In frame school house*, the
"Interior fire escape*" are wooden
stairways. In some of the brick
buildings the stairways are alao
wooden.

In some schools there are many
atalrwaya. In other* there are not

[ ao many
In the Washington school. for In

at a nee, there are only two atalrwaya

| from the second floor to the flrat.

ARE SEATTLE'S
CHILDREN SAFE
IN OUR SCHOOLS?

By Fred L. Boalt

TVVKMV-OM: children, ranging in age fr »m H to 14, lost their lives in a school fire at Pea-
body, Mass., yesterday.

.

Ihe newspaper accounts of the disaster do not make pleasant reading. There were no

?

I WONDER what the fathers and mothers of those dead children in Peabody, Mass., thought and said when
they read, several years ago, the newspaper accounts of the terrible Collinwood. 0., school fire.

Did they comfort themselves, as we here are no doubt comforting ourselves, with the thought that
the children who died were no kin of theirs and that such a thing couldn't happen in Peabody?

I saw that lire in Collinwood. That is. I reached that suburb of Cleveland an hour after the alarm,
and I saw the school building as a roaring, white-hot furnace. The brick walls still stood, but that was all.

I saw row on row of blankets on a warehouse floor nearby. Under each blanket were burned flesh and
charred bones.

? * * \u2666 * *

A FRIEND of mine, a newspaper man, had two bonny children. That morning their mother packed
them off to school. I went with thj father of those children to the warehouse, and together we peered

at the grisly things beneath the blankets that had been boys and girls.
Ido not know quite why he wanted to find his children. What difference did it make? They were

dead. Me said he would recognize the buttons on their clothes. He didn't find his children.
I'll never forget his haggard, chalk-white face. He dared not go home and tell his wife he could not

find their dead. She a little while before had stood, with other agonized mothers, just outside those doors,
which blunderers had built to swing in, and she had caught glimpses of her children's faces in that hellish
press of trapped children, and she had seen her children die.

\u2666 * * * * *

'"THERE is not any CiRIAT danger of a recurrence of the Peabody disaster in Seattle, but there is SOME
danger. Our schools are not fire traps, not even the frame buildings, but they DO lack tire escapes. A"

tire such as occurred in Peabody, shutting off the use of stairways, WOULDN'T occur in Seattle once in a
lifetime?perhaps NEVER. Hut remember, it didn't nappen often in Peabody, either.

'"THE Seattle school board takes a complacent view of fire-danger to the schools.
-*? The board points out that there are "interior fire-escapes." And so there are. And an "interior fire-

escape" is nothing but an ordinary wooden stairway v hich would burn like tinder.
The board points out that there are frequent fire drills in the schools. And so there are. An excellent

practice. Hut a fire drill in a building which isn't afire is quite different from a fire drill in a building filled
with flame and blinding smoke.

The board points out that the law does not compel it to put fire-escapes on school buildings less than
three stories high. And that is true. The board is quite within the law.

Hut I, who have a boy of 7, who attends a big wooden school with no escapes?l say "interior fire-
escapes" are not enough. Eire drills are not enough. We do not want to economize at the risk of our
children's lives.

If. after fire-escapes, there is any other device which might still further insure, in any degree, the
safety of our children, why, we want that, too.

The board says it has taken every reasonable precaution. IT HAS NOT. A fire-escape is a reasonable
precaution. And in a matter of such moment to me as the life or death of mv boy, the law and economv
may go hang, say I! I WOULD GO FARTHER THAN THE LAW.

****** ******

BOARD SAYS FIRE ESCAPES AREN'T NEEDED
building can lie made. In a num-
ber of them the halls and stairways
have been fireprooled, so that the
daiiKer to the. children In much less
than line would hellevt exist* hj a
casual examination."

For the pist three years. tin In-
surance has been carried with pri-
vate companies on school build-
ings. the school board figuring that
the school district can carry Its
own Insurance cheaper

"The frame school building*
onuht to be provided with outside
fire ?CHpes to carry out every pre-
caution," w is the statement made
Friilaj at the offices of John Pavis
* Co . one of the lamest fire insur-
anew firms In the city.

The streets and sewers commit*
tee Thursday afternoon ordered the
planklnK of Rainier ave? between
Kenny and Thistle and between
llanford and Kdmunds sts., at a
total of »31,000.


