
U. S. REFUSES TO BICKER;
MAY BREAK WITH VIENNA

Whaft's (Nine M«a, Mil?
\ HY is Mayor Gill, if hit tide
' ' of the tax levy controversy

it th* right tide, to anxiout to
make concetaiont to at to effect a
compromise?
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WHAT'S A GUY GONNA DO THESE DAYS. ANYHOW? By Allman

AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT UPHOLDS THE ACT OF SUBKARBIE COMMANDER
WOMAN OF 76
FALLS WITH

r AEROPLANE;
DROWNS i

Lan mtSo. tv<- rid.?Mm t a
Comstotk, 76 year* old, of Sao

Diego. (it killed and Aviator O A.
T. Meyerhoffer painfully hurt when

a win; of hi* aeroplane crumpled

at a height of 100 feet over th-
bay today and the aircraft fell Into

the water. i
Help w»» at out# rushed from 1" ?

S war«htp* lying near by Both"
were taken aboard the C tv 8 Ore
gon Effort* to reanacttate the

woman proved futile.

She wa* the oldest passenger
that ever made an air flight In Han
LHego

Said She Waan't Afraid

A few minute* before Mr*. Com-
mock made the flight »he w»» con
versing with newspaper rei>orter*
and remarked that alie wa» uot a
bit afraid."

i want to go up anyway 1.500

Crt and flj over both land and
ter," ahe »»ld

The cause of the collat>ee I* lit
tribiited by the owner* of the ma-1
chine ?of th" flying boat type?to
Imperfect brazing of th<- Iron*
holding the win** to the body.

Shock Cautei Death
Death I* attributed to shock.

Mra Cornstock had a broken leg

and collar bone.
A sailor from the I' S. supply

*hlp Glacier, with a ro|>e around
hi* body, dived under the wreck-
age and recovered her body.

CHARGES AGAINST
HAISELOEN FILED

BPKINGFIELD. 111 . Doc. 17 ?The
Mlnole state boerd of health today

filed (barge* against Ur H. J. Hal»-

elden. of Chicago. charging "gross
unprofessional conduct, ' In dellber
ately allowing Haby Itollinger to dip

without surgical attention, de*p|te

it* parent*' approval of hi* course

PEACHY WILL TALK
W. S. Peachy, caahier of the Heat-

tie National hank, will give an ad
dress on "Foreign Kxchanire" at the
Monthly, meeting of the Accountan

club, of the Y M C. A a'-roun-

Mnry school, at 8 p. m. Friday.

Weather Forecast
Rain tonight and Friday

11111-.l AT HKATTI.r.
I|l»h l.ow

I 'tin m,lO Sft (I It \u25a0 m,( »It
111: m ?\u25a0> , II «ft 1 ">l |>. ni , l<l ft

CAFE MEN GET
READY FOR
BIG NIGHT

DEC. 31
Whit 1* Seattle going to do on .

Friday night. Dec 31*
Will ahe go on a maudlin dnmk,

to celebrate the donbte paa«lnf of
the old year and the regime of
liquor* Or will ahe behave with
more propriety*

How doe* a city and a atate act
on the eve of prohibition*

Never having passed thru the
experience wc. of The Star, be-
came curlou* the other day. and

determined to find out
We requeated an editor, whom

we know the editor of the Okla
homa New* at Oklahoma City to
tell u* how hi* ftHte conducted It-
self, the night before it went dry

He came back with a startling

?tory.
Here I* hi* reply:

"When Oklahoma went dry.
Oklahoma f'lty had the l.igg»st

drunk of the Southwest. Pro-
hibition snd *tatehood came In |
together on Nor. IS. ISO7. and
the night of Nov 15, the |**t

night of the saloons. wan one
wild, dellrlotii *ouae fe*t.

"Saloonkeeper* stood on
their bar* and auctioned off

whiaky by the quart bottle

Much of their *to< k had l>een

nold In advance to go out of the
Mate and had been shipped,
but larire quantltle* had been
retained for disposal during the
last week of l|cen*e In huge

cut rate sales which were ad-
vertised in all the pai>er* For
*ome reason the *ale* didn't
nell a* exi>ected. and huge
*tock* were left to be disposed
of on the list night

LIQUOR GOES CHEAP

Quart* of fine *tamp good*,
regular price tl 25, *old freely

for two-bit* Fine wines, gin*,
hrandle* snd cordial* went at
any price No offer ws* too
small to be refused in the
?"?ramble of the saloon men to
realize what ca*h they could
and get out of the stat».

Main st and flrand ave. the
principal business streets of the
city, were Jammed with
screaming, cheering crowds of
men and women mho stopped
their steady millingonly to re.
plenish their supply of stimu-
lants at the nearest auction,

lietween thirty and forty thou-
sand people were crowded in
two streets, possibly half of
them more or l»ss under the
Influence of tlie liquor

A WILD MARDI GRAS
Their cheers could be heard

In the residence district, a mile
and a half sway.

Horns and confetti were

(Continued on P-ig- 4.)

THREATEN DU PONT
PLANT AT TACOMA

TACOMA, With, Dec. tfi Ano
tl'f posted on one of the mnga
/.InpH of the DuPont Powder plant
that It would be blown lip ai | a
m today, caused an extra nnnilmr
of Kuard* to be *tntloned at the lo-
cal plant. The threatened ex
plosion did not occur.

MAY INVADE GREECE
IIKHLIN, Dec. IB,?Hulgarlan

troop* may continue their pursuit
of the allien Into (ireice Thin waa
Indicated today In Hofla'a official
statement which mld the Iltil«arl-
hnfi hni 'temporarily" stopped at
the tiori^r.

KICKING THE BNNK OUT OF IT!
LET'S get down to cases on this so-called "high-

tax" fight. Part of the bunk that has been injected
into the questton by certain "newspapers Was shown up today when
Mayor Gill, who has been fighting the levy passed by the council,
was quoted as announcing his readiness NOW to include in the bud*
get the $200,000 item for the payment of refund bonds. It is a
calm admission that THE FIGHT AGAINST THIS $200,000 WAS
ALL BUNK. This $200,000 goes to pay off a city debt which comes
due in 1916. If it is not paid by then, it will have to be paid
later WITH INTEREST. Imagine sane men trying to bunk them-
selves into believing they are saving money simply by prolonging
the payment of a debt. Mayor Gill has eliminated $200,000 worth
of the bunk out of this so-called "low-tax" contention.

MAYOR WILLING
TO COMPROMISE

Mayor 0111 snnounced Thursday
lie is willing to compromise with
the \u25a0 ouncll majority on the tax
budget by Including the $200,000
item to pay off a refund bond issue

due lu 1016.
This I* one of the three Items

which caused the deadlock between
dill and the council, the mayor
having declared he would veto an
ordinance which Included any one
of the three Items

The mayor* announcement thit
e I* now willing t?? sppVove the

$200,000 Item follows the decision
of the supreme court yesterday on
the Seattle tax levy.

Doesn't Pass on Merits

Thl* d'clslon had nothing to say

n* to the merits of the tax budget
Item*. It merely held that the city
council must pass an ordinance. In-
stead of a resolution, as was done

in fixing the tix lery

The difference I* that a resolu-
tion doe« not need the mayor's ap-
proval. while an ordinance does

It Ih al*o probable now that the
council majority will not ln*l«t on
the $217,001) Item to meet the extra
financial hur<l»n» Imposed by the
Itenlck I iw. which tlm f'hainber of
Commerce and the reactionary
newspaper* got thru In the la*t
legislature.

Erltkson It Willing
In the Interest* of n mmproml*e,

('own lltnan Krlckson, pre*ldetit of

the council, who lei! the council
majority, I* willing to drop the
1227,'11in Item from the tax budget
at thl* time.

In doing thl*.'" *ald Krlckson
Thuraday, "It I* merely a postpone-

ment, for, when July come* round,
niirl the city ha* c««rtnln debt* to
pay, and the Renl'k l*w prevent* It
from umliik an) money that li*o not
been specifically levied for that
purpose. we will Til ION have to a*l<
the banker* to lend na $227,000.

And well have to do that every
year that the Itenlck law I* In ex-
istence.

Only Shift* Obligation
"It h merely ablttlng the ohllita-

tl"n from I inuary to July, but IX

such a shifting Is needed for a
compromise on the tax budget, I mi
willing to agree to It, a* far a* my
vote in council I* concerned,"

Krlckson, however, will Insist
that the cost of street lighting be

cents a kilowatt hour
Mayor (illl Is equally Insistent It

should not be.

Little Chance for Tiaup
This entire Item amounts to only

$27,000 and affectK the average tax
payer only a fraction of a. cent.

It Is not believed that this Item
will Hgaln lie up the tax budget

Should the mayor again veto the
tax budget because this $27,00(1
Item Is Included, |t I* believed
there will he six Notes in the coun-
cil to override him. In the pre
vlous controversy, the council ma-
jority secured onlj fhe votes.

Stands by tha Minority
Tnless a tax budget is agreed

to by .lamiarv I, It will throw t.fiOfl
out of employment,' mm l<i the
mayor Thursdav "Without 11>»
tax levy, there will be tin taxes col-
lected. and no money to rurf the
city I !11/I wllllUK In a-eept what-
einr compromise the MINOIIITV of
the roundl Ih willing hi iigrow to."

Goddess Smiles
on O'Hara, But It

Didn't Last Long
II It. O'Hara, who lives at 1520

Fifth sve, started out Wednesday

on a large night at Tate'* cafe. 110
fell In with a company of men and
women. The entire part', went to
the girls apartments, st 10&
I'lke «t, There sflmebody proposed
a little game O'Hara nnd another
man ttiamo unknown I were to lift
a card each. The highest card
would win I'-'O.

O'llara lifted Ills. The OrtHdeas
of Chance smiled. O'llsra hud a
nine of spades

The other man lifted his It was
only a six of rluhs.

It made him angry It inndo the
SlrU ii"rcr>. II made Uiu other

PRESIDENT AND
MRS.GALT GET

THEIR LICENSE

He I* rector of St. Margaret's
Episcopal church. Washington, of
which Mr*. Gait It a member.

WAHIIINOTON. 1 lor. if, The li-
cense lor President \Vllson and
Mrs. Norman Gait to wed, taken out
today, named Itev. Herbert Scott
Smith of St. Margaret's Episcopal
church as th<- minister

The wedding will be Saturday.
The license number was obtained

by Chief I'sber Irwin Hoover, of the
White House, who iiiilil$1 for It.

It gave the president's age aa 5!)

and Mrs. Ualt'M as 13.

men angry.
O'Hara was tho only one enjoy-

ing himself but oulv for a minute.
The angry ones "till pitched Into

him They punched hint, kicked
lilni. nnd Jnmpod on him.

"And they took a diamond rinfr.
n gold watrh. a nugget pin, and

$7."> In cash." O'llara told the po-
lice Thursday.

Duncan Nlrhle, of Fairbanks, ban
received word of death of brother at
Dardanelles,

WOMEN ALMOST
MOB JUDGE IN
CIVIC CLUB SUIT

A ncore of wrathy women?mem-
ber* of the Woman * Civic club, un-
Incorporated ? gathered around

?Indue Dykenian Thursday and
threatened to mob hltn when he
derided ugiilnat them In their peti-
tion for a rent rale lus order nwalnst
another club, which they charged
stole their name.

Immediately after announcing
his decision, the portly Judge starl
Ml to leaves tie court room.

The women mobilized around
him ten deep and blocked Ills prog
ress.

They shook their umbrellas In
his face In tl>« vehonien.e of their
arguments. They all talked nt
once.

Tho Judg» opened Ills mouth and
tried to speak, but It looked like a
rooster, without a voice, trying to
crow. Then lie waved hi* hands
and smiled. helplessly.

After a time a bailiff was dls
patched to Ills rescue.

.Illdge .1. M OlasKow. represent-
Inn the plnlntlffs. saya he will ap-
peal to the state supreme court.

U. S. GIVES AUG! ON
HENRY'S PEACE TRIP

LONDON, I lor k; The American
legations at Chriatlanta. Stockholm
and Copenhagen today Issued for-
mal statements declaring the Amerl
ran government ha* no connection
with the Ford peace expedition, ac-
cording to Copenhagen reports.

BANDITS ROB TRAIN
KANSAS CITY. Dec Hi. Three

bandits early today hold up a Khii
sas Cltv Southern passenger train
near Kagleton. Ark., forced the en-
gineer to detach two baggage cars
and the mall car, then dynamited
the expreoar and fobbed the mall
They secured little of value.

Washington Gets Reports
of Answer, Now Enroute;
Prepares to Take Drastic
Steps to Avenge Loss of
American Lives.

W \Sll 1 N'fiTON", Dec. 16?Austria mii<t directly comply
with or refuse American demands in every respect, in the
Ancona torpedoing case.

With report* all indicating that Austria's reply, now en
route here, 1* merely a plav for time, this is the administra-
tion's attitude, according to an official today who has con-
ferred with Secretary l.ansing on every step of the ca-e.

Thi« means that the administration is tired of temporiz-
ing that it will not brook the dilatory tactics which Ger-
many followed in her submarine negotiations.

It i* pointed out that Austria has admitted she torpedoed
the Ancona while the vessel was standing still.

Acting \mbassador Zwiedinek personally assured Secre-
tary Lansing today that the foreign office was not responsible
for the admiralty's statements in the morning papers. In
this the admiralty was quoted as saying that the submarine
commander's course could not be disapproved, and that i{
he had not done a- lie did he would have failed to perform
his duty.

Austria's Reply Is Given to Ambassador
AMSTERDAM, Dec. 16.?Austria has failed to meet the

American demand for disavowal of the sinking by an Austrian
submarine of the Italian liner Ancona with loss of American
lives.

\ ienna dispatches today said the reply was handed to
Ambassador I'eiifield yesterday, a>king further time and more
neg< >tiations.

It was reported, too. that Austria did not reply to the
request for punishment of the attacking commander, and as-
serted it never would do this.

The tone of the note, however, is conciliatory. It de-
sires an exchange of views with the idea of arriving at an
amicable settlement, and expresses regret that American lives
were lost.

In this connection the message suggests that the in-
demnity question can be easily settled after an agreement is
u-ached on the principal issues.
Demands a Clearer Statement of Reasons

A clearer statement of reasons for questioning the sub-
marine commander's acts is suggested.

The foreign office said that in view of the firmness with
which \merica voiced her demands, she must have actual
facts concerning the torpedoing which she did not set fortit
in detail in the original note; therefore she requests the
United States to present them in another note.

She America that Austria will accept in a ju-
dicial spun any evidence in the Washington government's
hands, but that tlie fact* now in Austria's possession do not
warrant America's conclusions as to Austria's culpability.

Press dispatches quote the note as saying:
Refuses to Doubt Submarine Commander

"As can be easily recognized, the representation of the
circumstances contained in the note allows numerous doubts
and gives not at all sufficient reasons for blaming the com-
mander of the submarine and the Austro-Hungarian gov-
ernment. even if the representation proves correct in all
points and judgment in the case is based on the most rigorous
legal interpretation."

\s for the \nieriean goverument's statement that per-
sons gave it evidence contradictory of Austrian claims con-
cerning the torpedoing, the dispatches say the note sug-
gested Secretary l.ansing had omitted to name these parties
upon whom "it apparently believes it must place a higher
degree of trustworthiness than on a commander of the im-
perial royal navy."

fhe \ ienna foreign office admits its willingness to in-
dulge in an exchange of opinion in view of America's an-
nouncement that some American citizens perished.

Declares Ancon* Case Is Different
(>ll tlu- point raised by Washington thp.t \ustria knew

of the correspondence with (iermnny relative to submarine
warfare, dispatches say \ ienna denies sin* knew all of it.

Moreover, even a full knowledge, Vienna believes, would
not be applicable to the Anconu ease, which, she feels, diticv:
Irvtn the other*.


