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Oliver T. Erickson’s Correspondence With
1 Public Ownerahtp League

Dec, 21nt, 1918,

Jow, A Slogn, President Publie Ownership lLeague, Seattle, Wash

Dear Bir nees anawering your letter asking me to flle as &
indidate for may the matter of my resigning before fling has been
rised in such a manner that an announcement should be made promptly
You'and your associates will remember that In all our preliminary
conferences | was glven o understand that yvou would insist on my
remalining In the council Had 1 decided to become a candidate Lo
antinf my own desire for promotion, the « on of resigning would
fnesume qulte o different appect

Fbere 18 no desire on my part ever to embarrass yon or our
campaign 1o the leant I told O repeated that no man’'s personality
or ambition should enter fnto your ealeulations. and It was said in all
incerity It s my candid opinfon, after considering the matter in all

phases, that resig: on would not strengthen our position, but
weaken 1t ] wii therefore, not reslgn as councilman to become &
candidate for mavo

Hut the controver which has arisen and my refusal to resign may
make It expedient to ha another candidate I #hall, therefore, not fi'e
mtil you and your associates confer and advise me of your conclusions

I have been challenged by the enemles of our pubMe utilities to
resign and show my courage, The defense of our utilities 1s not &
Hl"lh,' contest -1t s war The man who would give up any ad-
viantags we huve 1o show hix bravado s not & hero fust a piain ass,

i tendered, should be 1t

My redignation O strengthen our x,t,vlﬂtlu.
How many enemles of public ownership would come to our support
weause of any resignation on my part? Not one Would the publie
pervice corporations lose interest or the hostile press put on the soft
edal after my resignation? Vould the contributions to compass our
defent e smaller? It requires little thought to an#wer these gquestions.

The on iggestion worthy of consieration is that in case of my
eloction the cour I would choose my successor, and not the volers,
If this or any other matter warrants a reconsideration on your pari,
! announcement to file will bhe cheerfully withdrawn

Bincerely yours,
OLIVER T. ERICKSON.
PUBLIC OWNERSHIP LEAGUE'S REPLY
SBeattle, December 28th, 18
nonorable Oliver T. Erickson
City Hall, Beattle, Washington

Dear Sir Your letter of the 2ist Instant has been received. This
etter presented 1o a8 meeting of representative men snd women
active In the Publie Ownership movement, and the unanimously
concur in and endorse the sentiments thereln express

F'hat the action of the Publie Ownership League was not hastily
onsiderad or il advised is evidenced by the fact that, beginning In
August and continuing up to the meeting of the league, when the
formal request was made upon you to hecome a vandidate, ten or twelve
eatings were held and the names of some five or #ix men wers given
mulderation Finally, after an honest effort, covering a period of

four months, to get the sentiment of as many of the voters as possible,
he | wing decision was unanimous

FIRST That In view of your wellknown leadership in defense
of our publicly owned utilities and of the almost daily attacks made
upon you becaume of such leadership, It is imperative that you become
v candidate for Mavor, at this time

IBCOND I'hat no real public poliey can be served or advanced
by your retirement from the City Council for the period of several
months pending the decision of the voters in the Mayoralty contest;
on the contrary, vour resignation is the thing most desired by the
enemies of our publicly owned utllities and would give added incentive
o thelir efforts to defeat us

We, therefore, renew our request that you do not resign from the

Counci] and that you do file for Mayor as soon as possihle
Very truly yours,
JOSEPH A. SLOAN,
President Public Ownership League.

Wea hereby commend and endorse ths above letter: Edgar C.
Snyder, Mrs. Helen N. Stevens, W, D. Lane, Robert Bridges, Mrs.
Nellle M. Burnside, J. A. Johnson, Thomas R. Horner, Carl A. Ewald,
| Bmma E. Merrill, H. C. Pigott, Rose B. Ascherman, Edith Townsend,
J. F Cronin, W. P. MeElwain, Mrs. Emily M, Peters, Clarence L. Gore,
Frederick R, Burch, Mrs. Elizabeth C. Mooers, Miss M. E. Dunbar,
George M. Hunter, F. E. Rawlings, J. H. Hemer, C. E. Rems¥Werg, Paul
land. £ G. Allen, A. A. Booth, H. J. Probsfeldt, M. J. Costelio, H. (’,.
Nohlke, W. J. Dowling, F. W. Cotterill

Mass Meeting at Good Eats Cafeteria Wednesday
evemng. 7:30. Mr W. D. Lane will preside.

' l &

FEET FROZEN; HE 3

 GOES 100 MILES

One hundred miles across coun-
try with both feet frozen.

That's the record hung up by
Andy Hill, who is in the city Los-
pital walting to see whether or not
his feet will have to be amputated.

Andy bdunked in an empty box
car at Cle Elum Friday night.

When he awoke he had pains in
his legs

“They'll go away when 1
warmed up walking,” he figured.

So he kept going and arrived in
Seattle Tuesday night.

5. —
his

Jan,
call

WASHINGTON,
President Wilson
cabinet together Friday morn.
it is expected, the
nation's policy toward subma-

will get

ing, when,

rine attacks will be formulat.

~te
CANDIDATE FOR MAYORT™®

|

ed. It is hoped details of the
Persia sinking will arrive be-
fore then

SUES TO GET HIS SON

With a suit for divorce, Christo-
Slow!y but surely, the state de. | Pher O'lirien has begun in superior

p court Wednesday an action to re-
partment today mobilized Infor- | ., or nossession of his 3-year-old
mation from a dozen sources

son, alleged to have been adopted
upon which to base the vigor without his knowledge by Mr. and
pus action in the torpedoing of Mrs, Guy W. Rison. O'Brien says
the liner Persia, promised by his wife abandoned him last July

President Wilson, and let the child go. It was adopted

President Wilson called Secre-|by court pr(n‘winrv last December 7.
tary Lansing into conference re- —_— -
garding the international situation |
shortly before 11 a. m,

How soon the administration will

J.W.EDMUNDS.Oph.D.
b vorie Lo

act. however, cannot be predicted,
Difficulties In securing vital infor.
mation as to incidents surrounding
the cinlueg of the vessel are grow-
ns - POPUL

But bafore the week end. it is FRASER- NTIRSONCQ\XQM
helleved, th.s government will have
sul’ cient basis for action s

The teurion which marked the i
situation yesterday was somewhat “ f
relaxed today. In fact, a sllght Oom

was manifest,

optimism

Hope for a satisfactory outcome
was based on Austria’s possible L J ,’
action

Some authorities held sha will lmes
take the inftiative in disavowing
the incident and in punishing the

itbhmarine commander, should it WII l YOU BE
develop that an Austrian undersea
boat was responsible | READY?
Officials do not believe Austria, .
has repudiated her promise in the!
last Ancona note, which agreed Pacific Coast manufacturers
that Austria desires to I‘n..l‘wlll.n'l are gotting ready for the
friendly relations with the United “boom times” which are sure-

States and to observe international

GAS ENGINE AND
AUTOMOBILE
OPERATORS AND

| REPAIRERS
Decide right
vour spare time

a salary position instead of
working always for low wages, |

Our new catalogue shows the
modern, standard machinery we

dered its officials abroad to get in-
formation as rapidly as poserible,

BOGZE SOLD TO
GIRLS, IS CHARGE

now to use
“lining up” for

i
%
£
$
i
¢

T

use for instruction; it gives full

That hoot-leggers near Coal Creek
particulars and cost of each |

ative last Friday. &




