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EATTLE is due, tomorrow morning, to look upon the opening scenes of what

may possibly go down in history as one of the greatest tragedies that this coun-
try has ever witnessed.

It is the tragedy of a nation depending, for its defense, on a mushroom army.

It is not a tragedy reserved for Seattle alone..

What Seattle will see tomorrow morning is being viewed in every town and
hamlet from Maine to California.

The tragedy will be on display at 10 a. m., when Washington's citizen soldiery marches
from the Armory to the troop trains en route, via American Lake, to the Mexican border.

OUT OF EVERY 100 MEN WHO WILL MARCH AWAY FROM THE ARM-
ORY WITH THE SEATTLE CONTINGENT OF THE SECOND REGIMENT,
PRESUMABLY READY FOR THE TRENCHES, THERE ARE 60 CHAPS
WHO HAVE NEVER FIRED AN ARMY RIFLE IN THEIR LIVES

Thcy don't know how to take care of themselves in the field. They have never been
taugrt even the most rudimentary of the duties that all soldiers must perform.

he 40 per cent, or previously enlisted National Guardsmen, have a smattering knowl-
edge of the work before them.

They have voluntarily gone one night a week to drill halls and tried to learn the pri-
mary lessons. BUT IT WILL TAKE THREE MONTHS TO PUT EVEN THE EX-
PERIENCED NATIONAL GUARDSMEN INTO ANY KIND OF SHAPE FOR
ACTUAL SERVICE, ACCORDING TO REGULAR ARMY OFFICERS HERE
ON THE GROUND.

This is no criticism of what the National Guard officers have tried to do during their
years of preparation, or of the men in the ranks. They are a step nearer preparedness
than the rest of the community.

They have done thelr best, no doubt.

But the fact remains that, watchful waiting, patience, and honorable endeavor
all proving powerless to stem the present need of mobilization, when the call came
the answer was pitiful.

After a week of scurrying for recruits, the National Guard forces have not yet
reached war strength.

NOT ENOUGH TRAINED MEN COULD BE FOUND IN THE WHOLE

STATE OF WASHINGTON TO MAKE UP ONE LONE REGIMENT OF IN-
FANTRY.

True, the basic appeal to patriotism is not present in this crisis. The safety of our
country and our homes is not at stake—at least, not yet. We are at war with no nation.
And so, when the jingoistic press calls us cow ards, and khaki-clad young men hold us up
on the streets and pin tags on us, we laugh good-naturedly and let it go at that.

Most of the recruits who are going to the Mexican border with the militia are going
because a spirit of adventure has called to them. BUT THERE IS NOT A MAN IN
ALL SEATTLE WHO DOUBTS BUT THAT, IF AN INVASION OF THE
UNITED STATES THREATENED-—OR IF THIS COUNTRY WERE FACING
A DEATH STRUGGLE WITH AN ALIEN FOE—RECRUITS WOULD COME,
NOT BY THE DOZEN, BUT BY THE THOUSANDS AND TENS OF THOU-
SANDS.

We know that in time of real peril we would get an army. We know that—all of us.
But even if we did get this army, what sort of an army would it be? Even if a million
men—or ten million—should offer themselves, we would have a mob of untrained citizens
—nothing more.

They could be trained and equipped while precious days,
sped by.

They might be made ready, possibly, IN A YEAR.

And in the meantime, regiments of half trained National Guardsmen would be sent to
the front, just as the boys you will see tomorrow are to be sent, more than half of them
entirely unfamiliar with the work of a soldier.

A feature in the army reorganization bill, as it passed the senate, provided for com-
pulsory military TRAINING—not service, but TRAINING. This part of the bill was
eliminated in the conference between the house and senate committees, which decided what
should go into the law as finally passed. The senate, it is understood, plans to make an-
other attempt at the present session of congress to get it thru.

It is well worth further consideration.

Unless all men are taught what to do when the hour comes, the fate of the United
States and the freedom for which they stand are in the lap of the gods.

Think it over when you see the boys in khaki march away tomorrow.
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