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A Job for an Expert Caulker!

. II is costing the taxpayers of America ONE THOUSAND, EIGHTY SE\ EN IX)Iy

LARS, FOUR CENTS A MINUTE to maintain an "American Merchant Marine"?on

tfce mudflats!
' II cost these cm" taxpayers FOUR BILLIONS of dollars to build a fleet of ships,

Jrimarily for war purposes, secondarily for an American merchant marine.

Today grot fleets of these ships are opening their seams and rusting out their

flatcs on mudflats at Beneda, California; in Lake Union at Seattle, in the marshes at

jTibo!*, Point, Long Island Sound, and on the murky bosom of Chesapeake Hay at

Norfolk.
y» two years it cost the taxpayers of the United States ONE BILLION, TWO

JIUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT MILLION DOLLARS to support this fleet of ships?most

iff them in idleness?unH, as yet, no one knows how much more in operating losses,

lepair mi*, etc, for those operated. And the loss goes on at the rate of $624,000,000

\u25a0H year?more than half a billion dollars.

F Ihe ships are bid up; export business is ehrlnking to » shadow of Its preTlous pro*

am aparfn Oat baa to

Md Ml >M

'

Tka Pnited States shipping

??art h writing off Ha book* u

Oaaaal depreciation of five per

mat am thfe four bOlioo dollar

* la ether words, ratine, rotting.

luDni lata Um waters of oar har-

iar> each year are TWO BlN-
|mm MILLION DOLLARS at

Mia peeple-s maatj.

? At later est « that four bIHW»

in b 16# minion dollars per

Sa along witb the ratting

OBd ratting at the 200 million M

in gaea the 1M million dollars
|^rro(?}!( million dollar* in twa

. The eaat «f guarding this tUwt

Of ghoat ships, lucftag than la
ipili, supporting an army at

lnspectors, and other-

ertae providing that the fleet may

Ofcik Into the tlfanr 111 style, la, ae-

-11 dim to a remit statement of

fit. Losker, newly named chair-
f- of the board, draining the
people's treasury at the rate of St
Billion dollars a month, 264 mil-

Boa dollars in two years. And

Mia fleet haa been lying Idle or

operating at a loss for more than

two years.
Te be added to this la the loss

Of Interest on the losses by nut

fmA rot each year, the l<«m of in-

terest on the eost of upkeep each

fear, and, experienced shipping

\u25a0en lay, the depreciation of an

Hie fleet Is twice the 3 per cent

Written off?and we are no nßarer

O Merchant marine?long the

dream of America ?than before

Ike war.

paid far ksspto* this fleet oa Um
\u25a0\u25a0mm for TWO SCBOND9?i
amd his money waa g*na

A continaoat eipesisc. 4sy aad
night for a merchant marine mar-

oenrd en Um mudflifr, «l r0.71
A SECOND? «wt tick at the
witch filter titan Um mamtj can
be minted.

ffbij in we going to 4a with
(be American mariiul marine?

Feeding
Our Children

Management
The salary of Warren S. Stone,

president of the llroUierhood of
liooomotive Engineers, baa been
raised to (23.000 per year.

Wa know how to feed oar

stock, bat when H comes to l«d
tog our children many of as ars
miserable (allures.

This means that labor h be-
ginning to see the value of man-
agement to the extent of r»
vwrding ML

Fred 8. Stimsoa has done a Rne
thing In furnfahing quarters on

his estate far treatment of under-
weight youngsters this summer.

I'ndrr Stone's leadership bis or-
ganization has built one of the
finest office strmtures in Cleve-
land, on Luid purchased Iran one
»f the largest employers of its
membership, the New York Cen-
tral railroad, and In which the
tame railroad is Us largest in-
dnKlinJ tenant.

The brotherhood haa recently
acquired another site for the pur-
pose of erecting at once a 20-
story office strm-tnrn.

fie will, in addltiun, furniadi

from his Hollywood farm all dairy
prodiK'ts nrre?ry to bring theae

children op to standird and to full
health.

Hundred* of thousands of chil-
dren In the l otted Stain are suf-

fering from malnutrition and thry

do not all come from families of the
poor, by any means. Malnutrition
does not necessarily mean lack of

nutrition so much aa It mtmna

Improper nutrition.
It has also recently opened a

cooperative national bank In
< levels nd, which has grown in
resources from 1620,000 to J7.S2\ f
000 in Just seven mimUn.

Thus, many who are euuwiaged
by indulgent bat mistaken parenta

to stuff themselves with rich foods
are underweight and backward.
The reason In that they are filling
their systems with food which
doea not nourish.

Tlwvie and many other enter-
prises for the prosperity of the
body and the economy of the in-
dividual members have been con-
ceived and put thru by IViKidcnt
Stfloa

The "reclaiming" of undernour-

ished children has developed into
a science taught to unlvenity
students. TTiey will watch the de-
velopment of the 40 kiddles who
are to bo selected Uils summer to
partake of Mr. Slimaon's hospital-
ity.

And all of them are the re-
sults of management.

Ability serks Its reward
as water serks its level.

And the reward that It leeks
Is material.Butter, frail from the

and quaiilitln of fresh milk and
eggs will be the foundation of tli«
dirt. There will be no candy, prob-
ably, and little cake.

There L« Jost one war far labor
to develop ability within iU own
rank*, and tltat is by nudn-iaJly
rewarding It.What are we going to do with

fbe merchant ship*?

Officials of the rtilpptng board

rnr tfary are "waiting, hoping

things wiO get better." And while

ftey are waiting and hoping, and

ftkle raat and rot go on, it la

Mating the American people SI,-
||744 m minute ?571,222.00 an

fcear?Zt hour* a day, and has

keen for more than two year*?and

oar merchant marine Ilea rusting

rottlnic on the mat!flat*.
Ilch figures due the human

\u25a0fed. They mean nothing but a

lot of ciphers. Itut translated into

terms we ran understand hero is

What they mean?these Tig urea of

loners so staggering.

Hounds simple, donfit It?
Ilave you ? little fairy In your

borne?

The best money a labor organi-
zation ran spend, the beet invest-
ment each individual member can
make. Is in honest, capable, con-
servative management.

Try It on bbiv?or her!

Tacoma ixn't the only dtp. U \rmM
term, u./iov leader# ore »omeHme»
claimed by neighbor cities, or so
assigned by ovtitider*. The Star to-
day has a letter from a Iloquvim
man proti sting berause <loi)0mor
Hart enumerated Alex I'olton, jutt
appMntrd to the taxation commis-
sion, at from Aberdeen. "Ill* mill*
are here, hit home in here and the
new Potion blnek it here and Ho-
qniam it the headquarter* lor all
the. I'ulmn iMaaing if f,umbering
Co.'» operations," write* our in-
I'rrmant. The governor standi cor-
tcctcd.

Admiral Himi appears to be re.
mark-ably like the /a mo in British
admiral, the late Lord Charles
llrrenford. who wan famous for hit
indiscretions. Following one nf
J.ord llrretford't outbvrstt, U'ln-
*ton ChvrehUf, then firtt lord of
the admiral!)/, taid in the lioute nfcommons: "The gallant admiral it
a prrton who whrn he prtt vp to
tp' ak, dart not know what he. ti
going to tag. While he i< speaking
Its doe* not know what he it tag-
inn. Whrn he nit* down he does
not know what he hat taid."

The corporation which paid 575,r
IN Income In* last year paid for
keeping this fleet oti the mudflats
for slightly longer than ONB

fcotir?and its money was gone.

The business man who paid Sl<-
#OO income tax last year paid for

keeping this fleet on the mudflats

lor LESS THAN ONE MINITE?-

and his money was spent.

tfnviet are to be shown tn Pit
Bb/iketprare Memorial theatre at
ti trotlord-on-Avon. Bhadet o/ Julius
Car.tar?or Charlie C'haplln t

Apparently the only group that
hat no lobby at congress is the pub-
lic.

Membert of the National Woman's
parly will teed congressmen. Hup-
irnj, no doubt, to Jam their measures
thru.

The brightest boy tn mhorA way
not turn out best, but he has a fly-
ing start.

Cermant are getting tired nf
movie*. A'o yonder. All during the
kaiter't mgn Liu j had a lnjure
their eye 4.

JvAgirg from repeated price
drops. Ford t* the new priee level.

note long since you'ic tctn a Si
gold picocf

The laborer, trudging to work

ta the mist* of the early morn.

The Seattle Star
By m«tl. wt «# rttr. i»«r mmlh, I month*, |1 It; 9 mmttfi* |1.7». yvar,

|.s 00. In th« of Wnnhlnßtn*. Otilatd* of thn \u25a0(?(». !?« p«r immlk,
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THE SEATTLE STAR

TVCotfic-
&Berfcon Braloy'

Tim mnt a Ittria panic.

JiiMt a Hilly little nonit.
Jnut a prelty lltlla duty

Ton nut a Uttle won*,
iuflt a tender little winK,
Jiint a tln«ly little. Jtnttly

Wlfh a lot of lilt and "*»*\u25a0*
Put It mail* my pulaea denoa
To the rhythm of romanra;
And It kuvo to life a shimmer
And a glimmer

And a Rlow;
And I walk mr way a elnrtn*

Rtn<-« that time you came along
With your allly llttl«\
Marry Uttla,

Thrilly IlttJa songl

Joyoua lllllc lay;
But It put my g!n«m to fllKtit,
And It filled my ry«Jl wlUi Unlit.
And my trouble*
Were hut bubble*

That ar* wafted aTI away;
Oh, my blood's a qulrker Ichor

And my rplrlt'* (lad and atronr
With the maxle of that thrilly Utile,

Silly little sons!
(Copyrlcht. Hit. hy Statu* (IwJ

LETTERS 10 EDITOR
Would Sterilize the Unfit

Editor Tli» Star: la It not Juirt u

?Mi#y to axsmlne a boy at sli yean
old, when he in ready to enUw the

public school and tcQ of hla mental

deficiency an It la to namlne him
w hen 1» y»*ra old. »hfn he la about
to enter the pen for murder!

Why n<it line them all up at a'*
yeara old and claerify them M the
public will at leant be warned eotue

of them might be nent to an asylum

Inalead of the public schools.
Why not establish by isw that ail

mentally defective a hall be runllxed
an well an all persons found gultty

of a felony? This would end the
bri ed and an a curative measure
would go a lon* way toward enua
in* aome men and women to hesi-
tate about committing crimen.

The trouble about a life term In K
d<wa not m<an Ufe. After a few
years along comen aomeone with s
pardon and when all the clrcum
stances of the murder have fadedi

Urges Deportation of Aliens
Editor The Star: I wan always an

dnr the Impression that when an

alien commits a crime against this

nation, he wan liable to deportation

to the )and whence he enme, for If he
cannot learn to otx-y the laws, he In
not needed here, and especially did I
hold to the opinion that the unaanlin-

Uable alien, such an the Jsp and Chi-
nese, was liable to deportation aa
soon aa convicted, since be. for lejai

than lbs while alien, waa less deair
able.

But wtart do ww ass? ftccffw* vpon
imnrea of Japan ewe and Chinese pad
dlara of dope, aa well aa brwwer* of
moonshine, and What in dons to thom
after they are convicted? They are
fined, perhaps nerve a sentence In
Jail, and then are free to leuew their

r. c. wiirmjcr.

107 First Ava. it

11 way. a thoughtless guini imii srlTl

irnrdon him and tha weak minded
almpleton und murderer goea frro
marrlea, anil bring* more almpli-tuna
and murderera Into tha world.

We ahould not forget the Juke
case, where with a almpleton for a
father and a fool for a mother, al*
girls have produced 1,100 of tlie same
kind, who In the hint 100 yeara have
nerved 2,200 yeara In the alula penal
Inaututlona of New Tork and mat
tiie atate over tIOO.OOQ. And the end
la not In right. They Increase like
the Canada thistle and (row worse
u the yeara go by.

Ftr-rtllcatlon la the only remedy

It has nerved the stock grower and
will help put the human nu-e biu k
where It ahouid l>«. At the present

rate of Im-reitne In crime., and weak
minded, the people outnlde the penal

Inatltutlona and airyluma will not be
able to pay sufficient tnjen to
port thoao Inside. Oh. what foobi we
nortala bol O. L. M 1 Ll.LilL

unlawful activities. Rlnce they are
committing a crime against the na-
tion's lawa, are they not mihject to

deportnllon? Who U aatlafled to see
these culprits turned loone to renew
the crime of poisoning our children
and undermining our morals and
tsmchlng us to break our Inwa?

It make* one'a blood bol] with so-
ger to rend of the doings of the big
ring a and the rtaka one takes to show
Ihero op, yet they are continually on
the Job. When I read of the Japs
captured In the house on 22d ava.
with one of the large* atllls ever
foond, I made op my mind to wait
and M what disposition the grand
Jury will make of thin case. Rvwry

one knows what should be dona.

Why the 17th Hole Was
Not Used

bt dr. wiujam k. barton
Golf la a fascinating gam*

It affords mterclaa. and beaide that

19 a cheerful aubject of conversation.
I'eople who are addicted to It and

who rmlly care for It, are not easily

dissuaded from the regular employ-

ment of their power* of Intellect and

Ungunge In Ita pursuit.
When we read of a golf ewui Be

that haa ahut off some portion of

the links from tha players, w? a*

rum* that repairs are under way. or

that rood or storm have temporarily

I ut that part of the course out of

The Knglish sparrow Is not a fa-

vorite among the birds. I do not

remember to hAve heard any one
speak well of the sparrow.

And yet, about a month IRV, I
rend In the daily press that a certain
golf club had deliberately abandoned

one of Ita 1» hole* to permit an

Knrrtlah sparrow to finish the bunl-

r.ess of hatching some eggs which

she had laid In a nest built In the

17 th hole.
Of coursa. the old ffcshloned and

maybe sensible thtng to do would be

From the
Congressional

Record
lIKROIC CAPTAIN

I want to toll you about C. Ij. Mo.

Nabb. He won one of fir* men who

lolunteered to take a treatment of

aerurn to m If Uip fffof Influ-

inu might not be alleviated there-
by. They injeoted It Into five mm.
Into their oorda. In Iran thnn
20 days two of the five were dead
and tlic other three are permanently
paralyzed, and McNabb from hi*

waist down is paralysed, yet today

he la as cheerful und as true and an
genuine an American an ever lived
?Hep. McSwaln (D.) S. Car.

THKtf FAMIMARITT OOKSVT
Upon this floor friendship looms

large. Members learn to know the
worth of their fellows and to hold
them In highest esteem. Repre

Henlatlve Krvnch (H I. Idaho.

TIIK RKAI, TICST OF RINTKRITV
I hear members on the floor of

the house aaylng that certain al-
lowaneea given the boys for this
and that disability is too much; that
the money given thorn by way of
compensation and Insurance Is more
than they should have. But 1 would
*j-k any of them who make these
criticisms If they would be deprived
of even one of their flngera tbr one
hundred times the compcnKatlon al
lowed any of the boya??lie pre.cn ta
tlve. litxkr (it.), Pa.

A nrfliiKH liANOirAr
Tt Is hard to make me believe that

Mr. Secretary Hughes is lacking in
ability to deal with the big things
of the world, even (ho he be handl

1 ipped by a Harvey and pcihaptt

1humiliated by a Klnrfs.?Rcpre»unl»-
| live Uarrelt (D.J, Tiuuuuwo.

The great business of the college

Is to Inspire ideals and to Inspire
confidence In ldesls.?T>r. A. B.
Storms, president, Baldwin Wallace
college.

The Merlcan people are looking to

the United Flutes with good will and
friendliness for the aid their country

needa.?Brigadier General Alfred
Cecil Critchiey, Canadian army.

SETH TANNER

Re pea tin' a thing donl make It
true, but It riom make a lot o"
people believe It. T«r4NMirer to
Ui" pour uuui'a dJhtiafeclaul*

to break op the newt and wring the
necks of the baby sparrowa, and
thank the I>ord thai there were a
few sparrowa lesa.

Hut the member* at that golf efob
did nothing of the kind. They simply
abandoned the 17th bote till the
mother bird got thru. Ity this time
she probably bnit done her work, and
tbe birds are out of tbe way, and
the golf dub haa returned to nor
ma Icy.

But the member* of Chat club are
gentlemen, and I Uka them.

1 wish the Bnglisb sparrow had
never come to our shorea: but If It
*ere put up to me as a member of
a golf club to choose whether to
omtt one bole from the game for a
few weeks, or break op a «p.vrow'«
nest, 1 should do Just what those
other gentlemen have dona.

Two sparrowa were eold for a
farthing 1»00 years sgo, but they

were too valuable to be treated ruth-
lesaly.

1 should like to meet Q» members
of that rlnh at the llth hole, and
drink their health In lemonade or
iced tea.

REMARKABLE
REMARKS

»>rw. laMv *

(TontJnnrd From Twlirilnyl
"That'a Jujit the aort of thing my

b»y would have duno," ahe wild Iran
uloiiHly. "AlwuyiHao kind hearted,"

Hhe stroked the hwid of tha thin
oat; It wlla looking about 11 with
iv11red, filjfbtiinrd eyea.

"What uin 1 to do with It?" a.-ke<l
Knrrhrr awkwardly.

"We do want another cat til the
kitchen." mid tha woman heeltat
tn*ly. "If you'd Ilka to leav® It
here, air."

Farrier put It Into her armo.
"Tell th< m tfl b« kind to It," ha

aaUl "Can I ha»e noma breakfaat,

or la It too early?"
"Vou shall liar* arrma at onoa,

\u25a0lr."
Kerrler walked Into the dtnlnr

mom. Hla head arhed furloualy. lie
ahlvered an he aat thera In the de
wried room. When hla hreiikfaat waa
brought he had no appetlta for It.
bat he drank Ihro* cupa of strong
tea.

Presently ha tnijwtr*d wWrh waa
Majorca room. IJe aent a card up to
him. The reply rame back that Mr
Ma>ir Would be iluwu In ten rnln
utea.

Kefrler wondered up and down ttie
room. Ha waa eonacloua of « deal re

to jet Major out of H*
dreaded that Haxtlng* ahould meet

htm attain, and yet ha rould not

make up hla.mind whether or not to
go bark to Kaataea. Ha waa In a
Mate of mlaerable Indecision.

Ha hated M.tjor, and yet be
longed to aea Joan. It aeemed a life-
time slnne he had left hex. lie could
not bear to think of her, unprotected
an ahe wan.

He wondered mtnernbly bow tmieh
truth there wan In the atory young
llantinica had told him. lie gritted
hla teeth and awore that there waa
none, but then, when Major came
Into the room, smiling and Immacu
late, Ferrler"a heart alowed to a
sickening pulne of auapidon.

Major wan undeniably a handsome
fellow, a woman might find him
attiucllve, there was torture In the
thought.

"Ivirly Mrd aa.rver," aald Major.

"Couldn't you aleep? Where's your
friend nice chap?ah?"

"Yen "

"Had yrar breakfast, too?" Major
glanc*-d at the table rather suspi-
ciously. "What's lite program?" he
a*ked.

Ferrter did not answer for a mo-
ment.

There Is \u25a0>? stronger pajsdon In
life than a mnn'a love for a woman,
and Fertier answered the voice In
his heart that waa Joan's volua.

"I've had enough of Iynndon." be
sal<L His eyes met those of Edward
Major unflinchingly. "I'm gouig
but to Eastaea."

CHAITKR XTTL
Thera waa unfeigned deilgbt hi

Major's dark fsce; he erlioed Far-
rier's halting words eagerly.

"Hack to Kaslsea today?Oils
morning?" Hs laid an almost affeo-
tiooate band on Forrler-a arm. "My

dear boy, only too delighted. L«n
dou'i impossible this wcathet I'll
look up a train at once."

Ma called to a waiter far a Brad-

ntiaw. be handed bis clgaret-case to
Ferrler. Ha looked as pleased as if

some one hud unexpectedly presented

him wHh a fortune.
"They'll b« delighted down »t the

ootuge," he went on. "I'll Just send
them a wire. Bennett mint stay on
?we'll make a night of It, eh? I
told Hasting! you?" He broke off

and forced a rather uneasy laugh. "1
bet old Ralph that you'd s«on
up with town." he added quickly.

He took the Bradshaw from the
palter, and flicked over the pages
quickly: there wae a suppressed eg-

citemrnt al>out him. Frrrier stood,
hand* in pockets, smoking hla clg-

aret. watching him with steely eyea.
"There's a train at 10:45; we can

just cat<ii It." Major glanced at hla

watch. "Get me nnii breakfast,

waiter?bo. toast and coffoe Will do.

You'll Join ma. Ferrier?"
"No. I've had mine, thanks."
Ferrier sauntered over to the

mantelshelf, and siared at a ship-
ping calendar standing there; once
or twice he glanced at Major thru
the mirror above the shelf.

HM'l?" be la untied.
Ktrritir flushed dully. lie cnoM

have bitten his tongue out with
vexa'lon. For the moment ha, too,
hud forgotten what name he bad
given to young Hastings when he
Introdun <1 liliu to Major.

He dropped hla clgarct and stooped
after It, while he racked bla brains
for Uie name, (suddenly be remem
bered It.

"llibbert," be snld. ~T'.a, be**
quite a good chap."

Major left the tabla. Bs lit an
other cigaret; he was thirdly without
one for more than a few inlnules at
a time.

"Well, we'll have the bin, and be
off, eh? I'U wend a wire to Joan."
He sauntered from the room, hum-
ming gaily under hla breath.

Ferrler had not moved from where
he atood. Thru the gluss he could
see Major at the den|« In the ball,
writing; prenently he moved away
out of eight.

Major sat down to his toast and
coffee whistling.

.

Ferrler threw bis half smoked
clgan t Into the empty grate and
stretched his big Umba.

"llythe way." he mid. as be but
tered a slice, "how about that friend
of yours we met last night? Wont
you have to go and tell him we've

decided to go back?"
"He knows."
"Ohr
The eyes of the two men met In

the mirror; Major laughed.

"He was very gone on that Utile
dancer at the Frivolity, eh?"

?Yes" *

"Great pltyt Those aort of wom-
en arc no good to a young fellow like
that, l'rct'y and taking. 1 grant-

hut ss wives!" be shrugged hi*

shoulders.
"Yes," said Ferrier slowly. "As

wives one would feel rather sorry
for them, I should think."

"Sorry? For them? For the bos-
bands. you mean."*

"Why?"

"Oh. well, they neyei settle down:
they can't live without ezcltqment

?the call of the footlights, you
know."

Home one entered tha room. Fer
rler roused himself hastily, thinking
It might be Major, but U. was tin
waiter.

"l'lniun, air, there la a lady?" he
broke off. "I beg pardon, sir, I
thought yo»i was the other gentle-
man. There'* a lady to see Lbs other
gentleman, air."

"Oh, welt, t.oTl be back to a mo-
ment, you'd belter ask her In to
wait." He stoppevl as a girlish Og
ure pushed open the door and en
tered. Kb* wore a large hat and a
black veil, which she flurig back
nervously, she made an eag<-r step
forward, then?

"Oh"' she said with a llfle fright-
ened cat< h In her votcw. "I thought
yon were?thought you were?"

"Humph!* Ferrier turaod, leaning

hla square shoulders against the
marble mintelnlujf, "I don't pro-
fess to understand women," ho aaJd
casually.

Kerrltr *lOO4 op straight. There
was % curious gli-urn In bis eye*. The
Klrl was Kitty Inglls, the dancer
from the Frivolity.

hihe WUI very white. In sptte of
the rouge and powder which disflg'
ured her pert fare; there were dark
lines of team or sleeplessness be-
neath her eyes. The waiter looked
at her curiously as he from
the room In shabby shoe*.

Terrier drew forward a chair.
"Won't >ou "It down? Major wfll

be bark directly, lie's only gone to
send a wire. Ah, there be Is!"

Major came Into the room briskly.
He wore a smart, light overcoat,
with a flower In the buttonhole.

"!'*« settled up." be said. "There's
« taxicab at the door: we've Just
U""®?" He broke off, storing at the
girl wbo hid naen from the chair
and was looking at hl1" wiLb wide,
pitnous eye®.

He turned white even to the llp«:
hla eyes took an ugly expression
The girl spoke first?timidly?lal-
leringly.

"K.rlward. I?l? * she broke down,
bursting into tears.

Major turned to Fsrrtav
"Will yon leave na togsCiwT j_

this?l'm very aorry. It's a moat
unfortunate boalwws?" Ha apoke
between hla teeth. Ferrier left the
room wltboot a word, without *

glance at the aobblng girt

"Lucky man." Major sugared his
coffee with the air of a man who
makes a study of what he eats and
drinks. "I've met all sorts myself

but I must any that of Uie whole
lot there Is not one to hold a candle
to our little Joan ?bless her!" He
raised his cup as If (riving a toast
Fefrier's eyes never left his face.

Ha went out Into the ban. Tbe
\u25a0tout mtiuirrrai »r«l him uneasily
from the small office. The door
\u25a0food open, and he iftuked towards
It laconically.

"How's the oat?" be. asked. He
spoke for the sake of something to
say. His words sounded vague.

The woman looked pleased. She
smiled nervously.

"Quite at home, w\r, she was sit-
tin* by the fire Just now, poor
thin*! I'm always aorry for stray
cnls."
W
Kerrler looked around the room.

I'nconscloosly, his ear* were strain-
ing to hear what waa going on
across the hall, but the door was
closed now: be could only bitterly
conjecture what treatment the poor
little dancer was receiving st the
hands of the man who hud broken
his marriage vows almost as soon
as he had made them.

"Are you leaving us today, sir?"
asked tlie woman b<*nltatingly.

"Yes. It's too hot In London. I
like some sir?we're going down to
the sea. 1 only came up 6n busi-
ness "

"Yes, dr."
Her eyes asked a question ah* did

not like to voice, but Kerrler would
not see It. His glance had fallen on
the grinning d«mon who held the
calendar on a pitchfork; It took him
back to that morning wlien his
dream-castle had been brought
crashing about his eara. What a
lifetime ago It seemed!

A scheme had been slowly growing
nnd maturing In his brain ns he
stood watching his companion's face
In the glass.

"By the wny." he said suddenly,
"I don't know If It's a presumptiop
on my part, but do you think Hast-
ings would have any objection to my
friend dropping down to Kastwea for
a coiyile of duys later on? He's quite
a sport?plays cards and nil that. 1
thought I'd mention It to you first.
Say so If you think it won't do to
ask." y

"My denr chap. Ralph keeps open
house, and I am sure that any
friend of yoUTR . Why not ask
him to come along with us today?"

He wondered what Major had an Id
In his wire to the cottage. He won
dcred how Joan would receive the
news of his return ?If she would be
glad. His pulses raced at the thought
of seeing her again, even while he
despised himself because his anger
and resentment against her never
lasted for long. She might be all
that circumstances declared her to
be, she might be even worse, ami
yet he loved her?his blood turned
(o fire at the thought of her?sweet,
dainty, lovable?playing thf decoy to

coax money from the pockets of in-
fatuated fools, laughing her merry
laugh, singing her airy songa. He
brought his clenched fist down on
the high desk against which he stood
with sudden despair; the stout man-
ageress started with a scream from
her ledgers.

"Oh, sir!"
Kerrler smiled grtmfy.
"Sorry, I wus thinking." He

turned sharply as the door of the
room across the hall opened and
Kitty fnglis came out.

She walked slowly. Her little feet
tn their ahnurd high heeled shoes
seemed to drag as If they were very
weary, her face, shaded by Its big
hat, was downbent; but Furrier snw
It?the hopeless despair In the merry
eyes?the white misery of the child
mouth.

He longed to go forward and ask
If he could not help her?«he looked
so young and lonely; but across the
hall, thru the open doorway, he
could see Major watching, and the
little lonely figure passed on and out
thru the heavy swing iloors and was
lost lo view.

CHAPTER XIV.
Major attempted no explanation

until they were In the speeding taxi
cab.

"No, he couldn't do that. He's
busy, but later on I'm sure he'd be
delighted."

There was a look of concentrated
mgo and mortification about him. He
sal beside Ferrier, his hands clasped
together so that the knuckles stood
out hard and white, his dark brows
sullen.

Furrier asked no questions, and It

"Hood: well f!i It njr, I TlVed
him. By the way. what waa his
name? I've an awful memory for
iuuuc*. Never forgot a face, but
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was not ontn they neared ths st*»
tli/n that Major spoke.

"1 owe you an apology. It's <Jlf-
flruli to explain I ouptit to hnn )
told you before; but I never dreamed J
she would turn up and worry rne. J
That girl -you recognized her, of f
rourse she danced at the Frivolity

last nlglit. 1 knew her yearn ago.?
The words came with a *ort of onaJi.

"Hut she evidently remembers m*

well enough. Jt upwl her laet night
when we went Into her dressing-
room. I ahoold never have gone If
I had suspected you know what
these little affair* are, I was not
serious; ahe, apparently, was. That
la all! I am worry for your young
friend IHbbert; but you see I was
right In what I mild. A »om-in of
that class I* no good."

Ilia voice was brntal F"i iler
made no comment; be could not trusty
himself. Major laughw^ightly.

"I soon let her aee ] ira.< not iH
be blackmailed.? he said with de-fl
testable Inflection. "She waa vjym
subdued when ahe went away.
fancy I've seen the laat of her." Ha 1
looked armmd at Ferrler, hla whit* I
teeth gleamed. "Don't mention ft
to little Joan," be said.

"No."
Major Irwned bar*.
"I thought you'd understand: win

oats have an unfortunate habit of
cropping up In a man's life. How-
ever, as I say, I fancy I've seen tha
last of her."

"She didn't mention Hlbbert?"
"Good heavens, nol i'oor chagf

Think he's serious?"
"I should Imagine so."
"Humph! Well, he's welcome

her." He laughed again brutally.
"Here we are,? he leaned forward

and opened the door. Ferrler got
out; there was a singing noise in his
head. He felt as If aU the blood b>
his body bad rushed to bla brain.

H« went to the railway bar u|
ordered a neat brandy. He waa
conscious that Major was eyeing
him suspiciously. He him
with exaggerated solicitude If be
felt ill.

Ferrier laughed. J
"I've never had a day's-{Uneag tn

my life." ,
lie tosned off the brandy?<t

quieted his nerves?And foliowad
Major to the train.

They had a f.rxt-claas comparV
meat to themselves, but thia time
Kerrler sat opposite Major; he kept
alert and awalte the whole time. it
was Major who dozed.

Soon Kerrler began to reoogntoa
familiar bits of the flying land-
scape; he felt like a schoolboy going
home for long-desired holidays.

He wondered if Joan would eon* 1
to the station, how ahe would look.
If she would be glad to see him. Ha
remembered the way they past*
"d, the stunned wild look to prevMl
Major from going with him.

The racing train seemed to uis%
It aceroed an eternity tin the flat,
glimpse of the aaa flashed la the st»>
light. Ferrter, looking at it. drew a.
deep breath; he let tha window domme
and leaned out. .

"Glad to be back 7" asked ltajMb
There was a sort of J?'~t la
dark eyes.

"rea. Doeant It MB good after
LondonV

Ferrtcr's eyes sparkled; be drew ai
deep breath, filling hla lungs vital
the pore salt air. *

The train slowed down, and
at earned into the little station.

"Wonder who'll meet us," said
Msjor. He stepped out first and
looked up and down the platform.
"Nobody." he said with a wry
smile. \

"They may not have gat yaw
wire," said Kerrler. He spoke wtth
an Indifference he? was far from
feeling; every second he expected to
see Joan's little figure appear. They
walked out Into the sunny road to
gether.

"Nobody," said Major again 1u»
fully. "Shall we have a cab?"

"No, let's walk; my leg* ara
cramped."

They walked together down the
winding road. On the cliff-path they*
passed the bare footed boy Peter. Ha
grinned at Kerrler, his white teeth
gleaming against his brown skin.

A bund In the road brought then
before the cottage; the funblinda
were drawn, the windows stood' aide
open. \

'They're all oot, I expect," said
Major. Ha opened the gate and
walked up the path rather quickly.

At sounif of their atepa on the
gravel-walk. Hastings cam* to the
door.

"Hullo, he said cheerily.
"So you've soon come back, like a
pair of Aomeslck boys, eh?" He
held out a hand to each. "Glad to
see you both; we've had a slow time
since you went. How did the busi-
ness to go on, eh?" he aak<*«l Kerfier.

Major answered for him.
"Ob, that's all done. We spent

the evening with a friend of Ker-
rier's last night. Kerrler wants him
to come down one day. I said I was
sure you would be pleased, eh?"

"Of course, any friend of.youra."

They entered the house together.
"Did you get my wire?" asked

Major.
"Yes, two or three hoars ago; we

had a good laugh over It. Bennett
and I. Where Is he? I really dont
know wandering round soua»
where."

"And Joan?" Major asked tim
question eagerly.

Hastings answered slowly.
"She's been out of sorts slnc« ynv

two left?won't eat." His eyoa
twinkled. "I dont know which gapt
Lothario it is. She doesn't know
you're coming back! she was out on
the sands all the morning, and I
didn't tell her about your wire at
lunch. I thought It would be a sur-
prise for her, all?" *

He laughed, looking at Kerrler.
He took them both into the sunny

dlnlpg room and pressed sherry and
biscuits on them. Kerrler felt in a
frency of Impatience. It was Joan
he wanted to see, Joan he wanted to
speak to; not these men with their
exaggerated hospitality. He had a
strange feeling that some crisis lay
before him; it filled him with a sort
of nervous apprehension, even while
It stimulated, and put lilin on his
guard.

Major went off to hare a bath; he
declared that railway traveling al-
ways made him filthy. He grumbled
about the carriage In which they
had traveled; he snld that if he were
a rich man he would have his owti|
saloon car. .

Ferrier listened father disgusted-
ly. When the door had closed upon
him. Hastings laughed?

"Don't notice him- Major alwsr*
talks rubbish like that." He refilled
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