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If There Are F igures in It It Isn’t SoJ

This country makes a fetish of figures; a good statistician can win anything from a
rich wife to a congressional appropriation; and the man who can unwind a few yards
of figures is always listened to.

As a good liar can also be a good statistician, and as figures delight in doing their
monkey tricks as much for a sinner as a saint, figures are a pitfall, but still we fall
for them as sacred evidence.

For instance, it can be shown that the faster an automobile travels the fewer are

injured.

Five years ago there were about twice as many people killed and injured by

autos, in proportion to the number of autos, as there are today; and in the last five
years the speed limits generally have been increased 50 per cent.
A speed limit of 100 miles an hour, therefore, would be safer than one of 10 miles;

the figures prove it.

A nailroad can come limping into congress and prove by cold, inelastic figures
that unless it cuts wages 30 per cent, and increases freight rates 40 per cent, it cannot
possibly break even; and then along comes Henry Ford, and, despite figures and ex-
pert testimony, lowers rates, ralses wages and makes a profit on his railroad.

There aren’t 1 per cent of the farmers of this country who would not be proved
bankrupt on any year's business if their business was figured as public service cor-
porations figure when they are laying a basis for an increased rate; and yet not
1 per cent of the farmers of the nation are actually bankrupt.

Figures not only do not prove everything; they usually are set to doing their tricks
to bolster up a lie; public service commissions would do well to remember this oc-

y.
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Our appendiz may be uacless to
us, dut see what it does for the
doctors,

Demon Rum’s
.

Fire

One dark night when the folks
were all in bed,

Old Mother O'Leary put a light out
In her shed;

The cow kicked it over as she
winked her eye and said:

“There’'ll be a hot time in the old
town tonight”

For Chicago, preparing to cele
brate the 50th anniversary of the
great Chicage fire of October,
1871, discovers that the real cause
of the blaze was a thirst for milk
punch—and not Mother O'Leary’s
famous cow. The cow was sec

;

An old affidavit, signed by one
William Danneil and Just come
to light, says the O'Learys and
the Patrick Meclaughlin family

In memory of it, October 9 Is
annually observed in most parts
of the country as Fire Prevention

WIN A PRIZE:
Butter-Nut ads
big letters to spell

dress—and you'll get a present.

Cut out and save all
When you get enough

Hutter-Nut, send MI
Beattle Baking Co., with name snd ad-

time, the Chicage fire did the
United States a great good, For
it started modern fire prevention
methods and roused sclence to

the Inventing of (firefighting
equlpment,
Outside of bucket brigades,

there was practically no way of
fighting fire when Chicago had
its disaster In 1871, Only nine
years had passed since Holly, at
Lockport, New York, had In
stalied the country’'s first water
works plant with water mains
and fire hydrants.

It generally takes a great dis
aster to rouse people to ade
quate protection against possible
danger.

The Chicago fire hastened, by
years, the efficlency of firefight
Ing equipment such as we have
In Seattle today. It also hastened

During the last 12 months, the
nation's fire losses have averaged
nearly $1000000 & day. -

Fully half of these are prevent-
able by such simple preeautions
as handling matches and gasoline
with eare, and not throwing light.
ed cigaret stubs where they may
start & blaze.

Hosery patternas are turning
men's headas
4

Bome men rise by airplane; oth-
ers by plain air,

From Marper's Magarzine

MARINERS

BY DAVID MORTON

Men who have loved the ships they took to sea,
Loved the tall masts, the
Have learned, deep in thelr hearts, how it might be

p
or
jour

prows that creamed with foam,

That there is yot a dearer thing than home.
% The decks they walk, the rigging In the stars,
The clean boards counted In the watch they keep
These, and the sunlight on the slippery spars,
Will haunt them ever, waking and aaleep,

Ashore, these men are not as other men:

They walk as strangers thru the crowded street,
Or, brooding by thelr fires, they hear again

The drone astern, where gurgling waters meet,
Or seo again & wide and blue lagoon,
And a lone ship that rides there with the moon

LETTERS TO EDITOR

Infantile Paralysis Epidemic

Editor The Star:

1 desire to express my apprecia
tlon to The Star for the way In
which you presented the facts of
the epldemic of Infantile paralysis
in the state of Washington,

It bas gotten before the people

the fact that early precaution and
dlagnosis are necessary, and | am |
sure that the article will be of

untold value in helping us control ended with as Jittle talk of retalin ey

Yours very truly, |

this epldemlio
PAUL A. TURNER, M. D,

Director of Health, |

State of Washington., |

pma————— I

Some Figures on the Schools |

Editor The Star:

I wish to thank you most heartily
tor your convinelng editorial, “"More
for Moonshine than for Kiddies® In
your paper of Thursday, Aug. 18 1
have been out of the city, hence my
delay In writing You.

The statistics regarding teachers’
salaries in Seattle which were glven
In the letter to which you replied,
were 8o inaccurate As to be humor
ous. Instend of thers belng only
200 teachers In Seattle, & city of
315,000 population, there are over
1,500, Also, If Mr. Axpayer would
take the time to gather a fow facts
on the salary question from other
cities he would find that many
cities have a much higher salary
schedule than BSeattie. New York
eity has a grade maximum of 33,100,
Cleveland, $2380; Denver, §3080;
Milwaukes, $2.400; while several of
the smaller cities of New Jersey
have & maximum far above the
Seattle maximum. The high school
schedule fn these cities, with the
exception of Denver, I8 several
hundred dollars more,

The following facts might be In
tersating: According to statistics
gathered by the U, 8§ bureau of
education, the average amount spent
for the education of each child In
the U. B Is only $252 rmnging
from $83 in Alabama to §837 In
Montana. In a country in which
we Dblithely acknowledge that all
things walit on edugation, the public
bealth, material proaperity and
wealth, social purity, ecivie right
eousness, political wisdom, the
strength and safety of state and
nation and finally the individual
wolfare and happiness of the people,
we have “reckiesaly” spent $352 per
child that the attalnment of all
these things may be assured. Since
less than 70 per cent of all the
money expended for public schools
goes for instruction, only $176 of
the $252 was pald for actual In
struction.

The total amount pald In salaries
to teachers in ths public schools
in 1918 was $402208514  while In
1920 the people spent for luxwyies
$212,700,000,000, more than 22 timea
as much as they spent on education
only two years before. Bo when we
think of our local situation iet us
get right down and analyzs it. If we
compare the expenditures for edu.
cation in Seattle with those for other
thingw, the amount will be negligible,
We think we believe In education, If
we do, 1ot us face the fact that the

BlG TIRE SALE

ALL CORDS

Most Popular Standard Make

30x3'2 Non-Skid Cord

$16.00

. Safe T tor NFANTS & INVALIDS

Maltéd
Ay Pawwm .

Horlicks

A

31x4 Non-Skid Cord

$18.50

31x4 Ribbed Cord

' $17.00

“inland

ect connecti

F:hu in Middle West, East, Old

Canadian Pacific Steamshi

ench Canada and Trans-Atlantic
Make

your trip a vacation by going on the

32x3"; Ribbed Cord

$17.50

No Tax Added.
Some Large Sizes Left.

These prices are lower than dealers’ cost on
Fabric Tires

Subject to prior sale—so come early
Mail orders accepted, subject to delivery C.0.D.

HOWELL TATUM TIRE Co.

1117 East Pike St.— Near Twelfth Ave.

Phone East 1479

schools can rise no higher than the
teaching force. Teachera should be
normal men and women, living & nor. |
mal life, a8 good American citizens, |
ardd under such conditions as will |

| erous
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THE WARS OF THE ROSES |

From the

K. BARTON
BUPIPOSE  that
the Wars of the
Jltosen were jJust|
aa bloody and
cruel nw nny
other wars, but |
they never peem
They |

BY DR. WM,

po 1o me
emerge from

the welter “'i
old time confliet

with a sugges

tion of merry |
herolsm a n 4
plcturesque competition

Two sets of blood relations fight
ing each other have usually shown |
all the bad blood of thelr mutual In
heritance; but two armies of cousins
golng Into battle wearing roses, this |
han never seemed to me so terrible
an 1 know all ‘war must be |

My ancestors wore the Hed Rose. |
They were of the house of Lancas
ter. And when they had properly |
whipped the house of York, they laid |
upon their subjugated enemies this
requirement, that they should bring
once a year to the ruling monarch of
the house of Lancaster, “a white |
rose in the time of roses*

That wag the prettiest mark of
submission I know anything ahout.
The white rose was the rose of
York; they had It, and could easily |
bring it. The time of year was the |
time of roses; the vequirement in. |
volved no humiliation, no hardship, |
Just a sigm of layaity {

I could wish that all wars had |

Those old ancestors of mine |

tion

weres levelheaded as well as gon |
There have been no wars!
sinee between the houses of York and
Lancaster,
I am reminded of this because |
this summer I was In Portland, Ore
s o S e e e |
enable them to do their work joy- |
ously with reasonable freedom from

financial care. Bincerely yours,
AGNES 8. WINN, |

2517 10th ave W,

| Congressional
Record

MAYBE OUMJA I8 AT THAT!
We cannot afford to give “way
these (shipping board) ships or 10 sink

If any ity has roses, Portiand has
them. And Portland s
with them., We had not been In our |

hotel an hour before we had flowers

generous
!

sent In by friends
I love the red rose, Thus am I

true to my colors, and to my long them or to tie them up. We can not
! thi y 1o

cherished family tradition, The red afford to junk thix great enterprise,

The man who advocates it does not

roso I our rose. But we have an represent the trus sentiment In this

ey® to the beauty of other kinds as

country, and If there is any strong

well, Now and then we like “a white | sentiment created to that effect [
| rose In the time of roses.' [whall be convinced that “B. B.” iy
{right when he says that “we have

That way of ending a war was not | come upon a time when electricity i
only pretty but permanent | doing oun working, gasoline I doing
Germany exacted a terrible In. our playing, and the oulja board fg
demnity from ¥rance In 1871 doing our thinking.""—8enator Fleteh

er (D) Florida,

WHO'S GOT THE BONE?
The trouble In, T will say to the
senator, that nobody knows whers
the bone is In this shipping board
business It is not a bone; It 5 g
cavity ~—8enator 'Hnn (D) Virginia,

I am no sentimentalist In such IT PROBABLY WAS
matters, The terrible losses -nuu-d' Rep. Focht (Rep.), Pennsylvania—-
by war must be made good, and the | By tobacco and cotton Interests, doeg
nation that loses must pay its share, | the gentleman mean the growers and
and to the full lmit of its abllity. | producers?

But is thers not a posibility that the Rep. McFadden (Rep), Pennsylva.
moere heavy the Indemnity exacted | nla-—No; these loans (by the war
the more terrible will be the revenge | finance corporation) are made partie.
& generation or a century later? | ularly under secilon 21 of the law to

France pald it. Never for a day (\1“,4l
she forget what Gegmany had done
to her, or fall In her determination
to even the mscore And 1 eannot
help wondering If other nations have |
not made the sagne mistake before |
and since,

Those old redrose ancestors of | those engaged In the export trade,
mine knew better. They whipped| Rep. Focht-—~Surely, not to the te-
the whiterose folks, and they In I baf®o trust or any institution of that

tended there should be no misunder kind?
standing the fact. 8o they demanded Rep, McFadden -1 could not say to
collected  from the defeated | whom the loans were made, hut they
house of York this indemnity that| were made for the purpose of export-
ended forever all wirs between them | Ing tobacco, and my recollection is
~a& white rose, once & year, in the | that It was tobaceo from the produe
Ume of roses, Ing sections of Kentucky,

Try This on Your Wise Friend
Can you make a popular proverb of these Iletters:

beeeehhiilnoopssstttyy ?
Answer to yesterday's: $30,

I the olden days Indians often made treaties of peace

and alliances. These tvere

THE SPRECKELS

nearly always the condusions

THE SPRECKELS “SAVAGE* TIRE CD.

OUR BEST ASSBET IS THE SATISFIED CUSTOMER
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SAN DIESGOD., CALIFORNIA -

The Tyre Shep 607 B Plke 88
Chapman's Tire Shop 619 E. Plke B¢
Columbia Tire Shep 4857 Ralnler Ave,
New Method Tire Shop 2101 Westiake
Northwest Tire Shop 614 K, Plke 8t

8 unloy Nelson Tire Shop 5305 Leary Ave

Probst Tire Co.

824 Howell 8L

Bcougal Tire & Rubbor Oo, 109 Main St.

Metropoiltan Garage 1319

Fifth Ave.

New Universtiy Garage Cor. E. 45 h and Brooklyn
Tenth Avenue Garage 1423.25 10th ;n. b
Terminal Garage Cor, Jackson St. and Western Ave, .

“SAVAGE” TIRE COMPANY :
FACTORY BRANCH
d 918 East Pike Street '

Waterfrant Garage 8 U s
Bradley & Gresham 1507 12th Ave
Georgetown (iarage 1625 Duwamish Ave,

Robb's Seryice Station 4909 Stene W
Independent Garage 219 w.-an:' Ave,
Kuay Garage 10 Mercer S)

4217 Admiral Way

2231 Lombard Ave, Everett, Waslh
Chehalls, Wash,
Index, Wash,

Kirkiand, Wash,
Sliver Lake, Waad.




