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S INCE the congress of the rule makers, 
following the congress of the col
leges, football has been experi

mental. It will be experimental again this 
year. From a creation of fact It has 
retrograded or progressed—as the reader 
Is of the old school or the new—to a con
dition of evolution-

No matter whether the present condition 
la pleasant to the football enthusiast or 
not It Is not a theory which confronts 
those who are fond of the autumn pastime. 
It Is a very real condition, out of which It 
will take effort, patient and concerted ef
fort. to bring back a game which shall 
eventually become standard, so that It 
will be possible to compare again with In
telligence successive annual achievements 
of the various colleges and universities.

There has been no standard since the 
rules were first revised. The style of 
game has varied so under the modifica
tions. which were put Into effect by well 
meaning reconatructlonlsts that football 
has been more or less a hodge podge for 
the last few seasons.

I t  Took Time.

The first year th a t  the  forw ard pass was 
m ade permissible th e  college team s played 
until well along In November before they 
discovered w hat could be accomplished by 
the forw ard pass in th e  game. They did 
not know how to  use It until Tale paved 
the. way by showing an  entirely new m an
oeuvre against Princeton. I t  was such a  
powerful play, and productive of so much 
good to Tale, th a t o ther colleges a ttem pted  
It and a  year or so la te r the very men who 
had m ade the play possible decided to 
restric t It because It did not conform with 
the somew hat uncertain Idea of the game 
th a t they had la mind. I t  seemed to  lead 
to roughness and the theory of evolved 
football Is to elim inate as much as  possible 
all roughness from field activity.

Not that football la to be made a  pas
tim e for weakHngs, or those whose pre
caution 1s more abundantly  developed than 
thefr courage, but to do aw ay w ith the 
banging, the bouncing, and the general 
Bumping which had been the cause of 

publication of more than  one wildly ex
aggerated  Injury l is t

So if  the  game, which will again  be 
d isarranged, and which will present en
tirely  new features this year, is not to  the 
liking of everybody who plays It or who 
sees It played, the way to  help m atters 
Is not to sit Idly by and abuse those who 
a re  struggling with a  task  which has 
m easured itself ably against them, but to 
assist In every way to bring the sport 
n earer to the happy day when It will be 
agreed to let the rules alone for a  while.

Serious W eakness.
The weakness of the football rules, as 

they existed In 1»U was that, strictly  
observed, It was not always possible for 
the team which played the best football 
to win under their wording. T hat Is a 
condition which will quickly dishearten 
the votaries of any sport, and it is to the 
credit of the rules committee th a t they 
were quick to co-operate with the press, 
which called for changes before the sea
son was two-thirds completed.

An eleven by excellent work m ight 
carry  the ball to w ithin five yards of the 
opposing goal and then lose It In the 
effort to m ake a  touchdown. T hat m ight 
happen half a dozen times In the course 
of a  contest. To try  to score a  touch
down Is one of the most praiseworthy 
points thr.t a  team can make. Football 
has been built around that. W hat can 
there be more satisfactory than to cross 
the line of the enemy In a  perfectly fair 
and honorable m anner? I t  m ay be gall
ing to the defending side, yet. as In all 
honorable contests, there Is praise for the 
loser as well as the winner.

Imagine, however, the  effect th a t  It had 
>n a n  eleven of fairly  good players when 
three or four tim es they penetrated the 
Unes of th e  enemy to within a  few feet of 
their goal, only to be beaten by the other 
side, which never once was nearer to the 
goal line opposite them  than th irty  yards, 
but was provided with some accurate 
kicker who. In a  h a lf dosen attem pts, m an
aged to get the ball once between the goal 
posts and over the bar.
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I X  the outline drawing 
I above is sketched - the 

number of plays or
downs that are possible _
within ten yards, under the — FOURTH !
new rules. Of course, no attempt has been made to render the 
illustration on an exact scale with the size of a football gridiron, 
the idea being rather to impress, by a graphic drawing, the greatest and most 
radical change that has ever been made in football in regard to the number of 
downs and “tries” allowed to each team for every ten yards. I t  will be 
noted that the ball starts on one boundary line of the ten yards. That is the

n pXfi °r *r* ’ \ wo ' ards are £ained; ^ ri the third down, or second try, two yards more are gained. Under the old rule
\°- a punt after î e th,rd1d.°1wn- a fourth down,'or third try, is permissible, which is shown

by the figure at the end of the diagram with the bal in his possession, about to kick after the fourth down, because the ten yards have not been gained 
- j  s.', e ’n possession o e all did not elect to kick, it would be permissible to advance the hall by a running formation. I f  the distance were not

gai e e a wou go o le side defending the goal on the spot of the I  I^ T II  D O W N , which in turn would become their first down as they lined
wh in the third^down is*noted * ^  ^  ere  ̂ e °  d ni e ,n ®®ec*» the )all would have gone to the side not in possession of the ball, on or near the spot

-F * o .

something which the committee wee try
ing to moderato rather than la ere see. 
Tbet opinion seems to be rather tw  
fetched, In view of the feet that the ploy- 
ere would be required to gala but six feet 
more then they were eeked to gala undei 
the old rules.

As the game hod been played, the I»  
formation being gleaqed from the ao* 
counts of games of three years as has 
been stated, It bad been found that 
olevoM were fairly lucky when they 
gained eight yards In four downs. By re
ducing the number of yards to be gitoed 
from ten to eight and so rearranging the 
gridiron thet there could be no possible 
chance to confute the players. It woe the 
opinion of tbe writer and ef seme of the 
expert football men of the East that a 
happy eolutlon of the difficulty which had 
beset the game had been found.

However, no fault la to be found with the 
committee, which finally took the other 
tide of tbe queatlon and Increased the 
number of down«, for It wsa a plain con
cession that the rules, os they existed, 
needed modification. More than that. It 
proved effectually that the rule makers 
could perceive that something was wrong 
with a game which prevented the ball be
ing advanced with auccess. except when 
some spectacular play provad ef advan
tage to the attacking side. In other 
worde. It had been found that too much of 
a premium hsd been placed on that fun
gous outgrowth of the game, the forward

OLD araiDIROM

5

IO

IS

- . 20

25

ao

’ 35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

ao

«5

00

05

100

C' 105

n o

committee In the w inter of 1111, favored 
the teem  carrying the ball as opposed 

; to the team defending the goal. This, of 
course, follows the theory th e t the game 

, had proved a deterren t to a team  which 
! possessed a  brilliant football a ttack  but 
I which found It unable to penetrate  a  con, 
j  centrated defence beyond the twenty-five 
1 yard line.

The presumption la th a t  players will 
, find It lesa severe to try  to advance the 
! ball over a  field which Is bisected a t  fifty 
yards. How much loss severe rem ains to 

: be proved. I t  alw ays has been the conten- 
! tlon of players th e t  the  las t five yards of 
the a ttack  a re  the  hardest to force. That 
Is true, not so much because of exhaustion 
on the part of th e  a ttack ing  side, as of 

! resolution on the p a rt of the defending 
side.

I The  Chances a re  th a t  th e  length of the 
^gridiron wn* reduced along th e  line of 
m aking the game less try ing  fo r younger 
players. Cdllecllvely, l presum e th a t the 
am putation of ten yards of playing su r
face will result in the saving of a  great 
deal of physical enerpiy. If one but knew 
the sta tistics of saving throughou t the 
United State«. Yet young blood Is so 
prone to bestir Itself, and rem p around, 
th a t w hether the playing area is 110 yards 
or 100 yards, the chances a re  th a t each of 
the contestants will be equally tired.

N ot Balanced.
On the one side there was an exhibition 

>f that football which la the basic princi
ple of the spot*, the football which ie foot
ball of the Rugby type. On the other olds 
a specialised player, assisted by others 
who were not necessarily high class foot
ball players, could offset all the work of 
eleven good men on the opposing side aad 
almost do tht work of eleven men on his 
»wn side.

When the rules were first changed, and 
when the modification was made which 
lermltted players to be dropped out and 
others take their places, with still further 
liberty permitting the original players to 
return, It wee »he writer who called at
tention to the fact that this would eventu
ally work to ihe disadvantage of the game 
In general. In that It would pave the way 
for the specialised player, the man who 
could do but cne thing, and who, after he 
had done that, would, be dropped out of the 
contest to make room tor 
around player.

It ao happened The pinch kicker dame 
la have his place to football ao too alack

batter has his place In baseball. Both are 
modifications of the original Idea of the 
sports to which they owe allegiance. The 
primary Intention of football and the prim- 
ary intention of baseball Ie that the con
tests shall be decided by a certain number 
ef men, representing each side engaged, 
who are to take end make the fortunes of 
the games as they come, end not by a cer
tain number ef players who bear the brunt 
of the battle to a point where they are 
to be relieved by a certain number of 
specialists who can perform but one feat

New G rid iron  This T ear,
First of all, the change of the size of the 

gridiron will be considered. It has been 
shortened to 1(0 yards In length. By the 
way, this Is a concession to the attacklag 
aide. Later on ae the various changes In 
the rules are taken up It will be observed 
that much of the modification made by the
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New K ick OS Mound,
.  , . .  stopped within fa ir  ground than In touch,
In conjunction with the reduced size of so th a t the e x tra  flve yards whk.h have

the field, It muet be taken Into considéra. becn added th ,  flr, t e(tort of the a ttack  
tlon that when the ball Ie put In play a „  a  |lttle  U x whIch the rule,  comm ltt„  
the team  which has It In I t .  possession „ „  lmposed on the alde flrst possesslon

[much about the  fourth down In football 
because the fourth  down and the flrst 
down' were sort of aynonymous, as It 
were. The referee called out, “ flrst down,

■ four yards to gain; second down, three 
ycards to gain; third down, two yards to 
gain, but the fourth down never m a
terialized. I t  resolved itself into th e  flrst 
down for the a ttack  or the defence.

1 his season there will be an actual 
fourth down. In other words, the a ttack 
ing side will have three tries with the ball. 
The referee will call flrst down, second 
down, third down and fourth down, if 
necessary.

I t  was well established las t year by 
system atic review of the games which were 
played throughout th# United S ta te s  that 
the team s could not gain successfully on 
the four down basis for ten yards.

The average diatance gained was less 
than eight yards, in fact, n earer geven 
yards, as the. rulea provided for ground 
gaining in 1911. In other words, the ten 
yard four down rule was a  farce. It 
simply m eant th a t players could run their 
legs off with practically no assurance that 
they were about to accomplish anything. 
Natifrally th a t was not good sport, and 
footbail, like any other pastime, m ust be 
good sport If It Is to be made enjoyable.

.H Ä  YARD

must s ta r t  from its  own forty  yard  line. of the ball. As most of the imposts have
T h u . it I . evident th a t t h .  a ttack in g  aide fafen placed on , , d# whlch def8nds 

from  kick-off really h a . to go flve y a rd . , oal a ta ln a t  the a tlacki th l,  ex tra  flve 
fu rth er than  was the case before tbe ru le . yard ,  perhap< w,„  nol prove to any 
were amended. True, th a t  m ay b s  oom- very « r lo u e  (actor In eetUlng the probable 
penaated for In th# possession of a  good benefits of this y e a rs  changes.
placem ent kicker. A strong, well devel- _______
oped young man, w ith abundance of R a d ic a l  C h a n fe .
m uscle in thigh and calf, and the ability  to . . ____ . . ..  _
, . " . . .  .. .................. ..  Now, in connection with the shortened
know how to  kick well, very likely will Hft come,  one of the  m ost radical
th .  ball close to the  goal line a t  six ty  d ep a rtu re . In the history  of football. I i 
yards, especially when th .  wind Is with „  a  qu* ,tlon BS to how w t„  lt  w ,„ work 
him.

Occasional Exceptions.

There were exceptions now and then 
when some eleven would carry  the ball 
brilliantly over the field. Yale made one 
or two or three such efforts In Its games. 
By stra tegy  and clever m anoeuvring the 
players got within the twenty-five yard 
zone by advancing the ball strictly  within 
the Intent of the sp o rt

Once within the twenty-five yard zone 
the defending side concentrated its  play
ers against th e  team  with the ball and 
alm ost Invariably the a ttack ing  side sul
lenly had to fall back on the attem pt 
to kick a  field goal or was compelled to 
surrender the ball with the goal In sight 
but impossible to accomplish when the 
num ber of downs permissible waa not In 
direct proportion to the distance which
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out, and ie the greatest concession which had to be gained.
At the old distance of fifty-five yards lt has been mad8 to those who have notj The writer went back to the detailed 

was not uncommon for the ball to be on|y insisted but have proved that the accounts of games which had been 
kicked Into touch on the kick-off. If one game as played In 1(11 was unbalanced 
were to figure, however, on the general and unequal.
average of distance fram kick-off It would This year the number of downs will be

played In 1909, 1910 and 1911 and. care
fully going over th e  statem ents a t  to  the 
distance gained on the prescribed num ber

be found th a t the ball m ore frequently  has flve Instead of four. One never h ea rd lo f downs, came to the conclusion th a t It

would be be tte r for the sport if the 
gridiron were changed to one of 112 yards, 
the num ber of downs to be retained a t 
three, and the distance to be gained on 
downs be m ade eight yards Instead of 
ten. This would have brought forw ard 
a gridiron 112 yards In length equally sub
divided by parallels draw n a t  distances 
of eight yards each.

Of course this gridiron of 112 yards, with 
its eight yard parallels and its three downs, 
was based on the presumption th a t moat 
of the other rules would be retained, per
m itting the forw ard pass and such plays 
as had been introduced Into the game 
with the original revision.

Better In Leag Baa.
The w riter Is fairly  well satisfied from  

the general d a ta  which he gathered In re
gard to  the games which wer« played 
through three seasons th a t  the  112-yard 
gridiron with Its eight-yard gain on four 
downs would have proved better In tha  
long run than the 100-yard gridiron with 
flve downs. T h a t Is, he Is so satisfied a t 
the present time, when there Is nothing by 
which to m ake a  comparison excopt the 
rule which was in vogue and the ac tu a l re
su lts on the gridiron. I t  may be that tha 
new rule, with a  gridiron of 10( yards and 
an added down, will prove to be exactly 
the remedy which Is needed In football to 
m ake It more an  even contest th an  It has 
been.

For that reason every tria l th is year ot 
the new method will be watched with the 
greatest attention. Possibly there will not 
be the beneflt which la expected from the 
changes that have been put Into offset, 
and If the beneflt doea not m aterialise the 
football Rules Committee will find that lt 
Is to their advantage to try  the 112 yard 
gridiron and the eight yard gain on four 
downs.

So long as football Is in the experi
mental stage there Is not likely to  develop 
any harm  by m aking use of every method 
which seems ss if lt may be of advantage. 
Out of lt  a  standard will surely be estab
lished. and once th a t standard Is ascer
tained players of th# future will conform 
to lt and make their best efforts to cor
respond with It.

Forw ard P ass M ap Score.
There is still another fact wlilck Is to be 

taken Into consideration In the change 
which has been made tn the length of the 
grtdirun and the number of downs, and 
that Is th a t a  forw ard pass will bs a l
lowed to score over the goal line for a  dis
tance of ten yards.

This is another departure from  the 
original scope of football. For th a t m at
ter anything which pertains to the forward 
pass ie a  departure from the Intent of the 
game. This amendment to the rules m eans 
th at the defending side will no longer J>o 
able to bring forw ard its back« and m ass 
them with the forw ards when tbe attack  
is trying to advance the ball w ithin the 
twenty-five yard line.

I t  certainly is the severest blow which 
has been aimed a t Ihe defence since the 
new code has been In existence. On< 
trouble with the changes in the rules was 
their tendency to make the defence strong 
against the teem  trying to advance the 
hall, i t  was not good football and  11 
brought about the jug handled gome, te

M I L  IN PLAY F M I

w HEN a touchback takes place In a 
football game this year the ball will 
be brought out to the twenty yard 

11ns and put Into play. In other years 
lt was put In play on the twenty-five yard 
Hne.

There hod been some demand for this 
apange even before th; field was short
ened to 1M yards. The argument, which 
had bean advanced against the twenty- 
five yard line vas that too much penalty 
was placed on a team which had success
fully advanced (he ball.

to lose the hall without losing distance 
as well.

Without Gain.
In fact thsre havs been advocates for a 

rule, which would merely give the de
fending team posseeelon of th# balk and 
compel It to put tbe bell in play on tha 
point w h « , the attacking team loet pos- ' Br°wn, Haughton type, prefere the touch- 
seealon of I«. claiming that to be quite down •» the ««mpllficetion of excellent 
enough disadvantage te any team which | ,ootb*11, n’*inUlnln* that * 'lean advance

over the line of the enemy by the use ot 
■tralegy and by the exercise of good plays 
Is a superior test of the players engaged.

More E ndurance Demanded.
The 112-yard gridiron was considered, 

but lt was the opinion of some th a t It 
tended to make the game one requiring j wbtch objection was mad# not only by 
more endurance on the part of the players, ■ players but by spectators, and by old

— -  -_ - - - - - - - - - - - j football men who had given the subject
study.

j Ho long as It will be possible this yeal 
! for any team to score Dy making a for- 
I ward pass which Is caught on a ten yard 
line beck of the goal or between that ten 

I yard line and the goal line. It Is evident 
that lt will be necessary to employ two

whose experience with the game dates ( points. Hence two field goals a t  the b e s t , If it Is not strong  enough to  prevent th e  iback* ln ,on* ran*® defenoe, 
back to the earliest contests, lean kindly | cannot more th an  tie a score when the ; opposing team  from  scoring twice by field -  . _  ,. _  J “  .
toward field goals. I t  waa the kicking of (goal from touchdown le mlszed. Perhaps | goal In tha same half. .Backs C ant Help Forward«,
goals which w as esteemed a  particu larly  th a t Is a fair tes t of values, for two field That much debated point ln the Prince-1 ° ne wl11 n°* ^ wo a r® *lk®'y have 
able play In their days. A more modern 
■chop!, which has r o w n  up with the 
football of the Rhodes, Cowan, Cordon

had showa ability to gain ground well.
Out of all the points, which have bean 

brought forward In regard to too play out 
For Instance, suppose that team A had «>rlT“a«® th® modification bas resulted,

carried the ball from its flve yard line 
to the*ten yard line of team B en the 
other side of tho Held, by omettent work. 
At that point an attempt was mode at a 
•eld ffoal as last resort rather than lose 
the ball without one opportunity to goto 
points.

The attempt to kirk Saal failed and th# 
ball under the rule had to be taken out to 
tho twonty-flvo yard lino and put In play 
by tha team defending tbe goal. Thus toe 
team- which hod been In possession of the 
ball and which lost It on the ten yard 

a better all line of Its rivals wae compelled to submit 
' to a penalty of flfteon yards tskon sway

from tha distance which It oetugjly had 
gained by clever work. Thors were some 
who honored that It iras pesalty enough

and goes Into offset this season, by 
which too ball Is advanced from the 
twenty yard line after the failure of some 
play bag dropped It Into touchback.

Twenty yards seem fair enough to new  
of tbs reduced area of tho flold and tha 
further fact that there will be more per
sistent tltempt lo maks gain by touch
downs this year than has been tbs csss in 
tbs last thrsa seasons.

Another change, which has been mads 
In tha rules, has Increased the value of a 
touchdown to six points This has been 
contended for in the last three soasone. 
Queerly enough there Is a différence of 
opinion about the Intrinsic worth of foot
ball points which is worthy of mention.

Tho old Unto football players, those

The sentiment In favor of the touch
down hoe strengthened rather than de
creased ln the experience of tho teams 
since the code of rules woe changed.

Good Fortune.
Too often a team which played football 

of a leas advanced and bolter defined type 
than on adversary waa fortunate enough 
to work the bell within fair kicking dis
tance of too goal line and score from 
tost point because of tho possession of 
a skillful drop kicker. The result was 
that two field goals were worth more 
than one touchdown, the latter represent
ing most creditable play, and the for
mer perhaps having a shade of good took 
with R.

This season a touchdown Is worth six

goals may be made very skilfully, and. If ton-Dartmouth game of last season, when thelr h"n<Ss lf  *h* bocks must
they are, a touchdown, which has been Uantmouth lost to the Tigers because the rttnK® ah<>ut the goal line it will be out of 
wrought only by hard and enduring foot- ball rolled along the field after a poor ,he tuestton for them to be within help- 
ball, balances their value, assisted by the try for field goal, struck an obstruction !In* distance of their forwards ThOre- 
further fact that the touchdown will give and bounded over the cross bar of the *ore’ attacking team cornea down
the team which successfully mads It on goal. Is settled for good and all. 
opportunity to kick goal and Increase Its, The referee felt In duly bound to give 
points to seven. the point to Princeton under the rules in

The fact that there Is frequently a great 1*11. as the ball did pass between the goal 
deal of ldttery ln kicking goal after a posts and over the cross bar. However,

to the twenty-five yard Una on its flrst 
down, lt will require the beet of skillful 
defence to prevent toe team from gaining 
another ten yards.

If there Is a weak forward, or lf the
touchdown also had Its effect In bringing as the expertneaa In the kick was plainly *ndl can *** run> (t *• evident that tha at- 
about a change of tne scoring rule. , absent by the manner of its execution tacklng side will gain because tha backs

will not bs close up for secondary defence. 
If they are drawn Inaide to the defence ofFootball mon thought that much was and the scoring of the goal waa purely an 

sacrificed when after a  touchdown had accident, much sympathy was expressed 
been succeoefully made at a bad angle, for Dartmouth, and to tho credit ef the 
and the punt out waa unfortunate, the I Princeton men It may be said that soma 
game might ba loot because of tho hasard of them who had made harmless wagers 
which waa attendant upon making a goal | with Dartmouth on the outcome of the 
from touchdown.______  | game refused to accept their payment

W ill End Comment. < Th* ruta* pl*,n^  « “ • now ••
T hen“ « . ““ “  .» scoring point. U ! „V?” Wh"

likely to put an and to much of th. after ; to“ch“  «*
gam. comment which ha. be™ beard in "l*ht ,n * «""• ®r
recent years to the effe.t that so and so b* n0 ^
won. but to . other team played hotter whU* ®«P®ri.nra of Dartmouth 
football, for •  team which ran «tor. by th . outoorae . f  toe ram . ra-
touchdswn tn on*

rn which ran .cor« hv ™  *•**» *»• automne ox tn* game as- downs and tha ,roet amt g  torn oit  m m  
m wbl h ran scorehy -lir^ ||y established a better and a plainer ran score this year. These three plops 
half must not grumble [nils. rases strictly wHfcln the span flail wrafc

their (cam whs 
than a sudden forward para to one flank 
or tho other, where there la ne am guard
ing against shch an emerguaey f  

without doubt th* hack field of Oil in 
football will And Its work lucres sell and 
more than ever tbe captains and (bs 
coaches of elevens will And that they will 
have to select for tholr back fields men 
who ar* rugged and yet fleet ef fbot and 
mefb vho nan start quickly and who are 
quick t> diagnose th* plays of appeatog 
Bidet.

AU thrl* has been mod* necansorr bp tbe 
shortened Held, the Increased number ef 

fact that a  fawnrfl <


