John B. Foster’s Annual Grid-
iron Forecast. Analysis of Rules
and Outline of New Plays to
Follow Change in Code . . .

—

BY JOHN B. FOSTER,.

HEN the football rules committee,
which has been a hard worked
body of men, made public the first

Tevised code it was the result of their
effort to reduce the number of mass

the onside kick are no greater in quan-
tity than those likely to result from the
use of the forward pass.
Real Football

The difference between the two plays
is that the

Plays in a game. They had no

§ of sliminating mass play completely, but
they wished to curtail its use.

To do so they made two radical changes.

One was the adoption of the rule pro-

viding for the use of the forward pass,

and the other was the i ation of the

The game s sup-
posed to bes a kicking game, Its very
name implies that it is a game of the
foet as well as of the hands and brains.
As a matter of fact, in its original atate
it was & game of the feet. The modern

onside kick.

In the code of this year the onalde kick
has been eliminated. I believe that the
motive assigned for its abolition is that
of encouraging the running game. Ex-
actly how the onside kick ever discour-
aged the running game Is something
which will bother more than one expert
to answer. It looks very much as If the
onside kick had been made the goat on
the part of those who cling to the for-
ward pass because they were its sponsors
and who, having folsted it on football,
are determined that all football players
must accept it whether they are inclined
to do 0 or not. It is invariably the rule
that those who are favorabie to the for-
ward pass are blind to its defects as a
consistent football play, and stubborn
and dictatorial when testimony is ad-
vanced In reference to its faults.

“Anybody’s Ball." |

The onside kick simply provided that
all punts upon the moment of striking
the ground were in play. Either team
could recover the ball without walting for
it to be touched by a player of the de-
fending side, In other words, If thers
were an end or a back on the team in
possession of the ball who was fast
enough to follow it and pick it up he
could continue to advance with It until|
he was checked,
could score a touchdown after recovering
& punt thus made.

tive condition—that which was in effeot
prior to the revision of the code for mel
first time.
ing side kicks the ball it must be touched |
the team first in possession of the bail h;
onside.

No particular fault is to be found with

adoption of a method which was part of
football for many years, It may result in
the elimination of bruises and bumps on
the part of players, because there was an
element of some risk when backs were
rushing at full speed along the fleld ‘to
obtain possession of the ball, with the
backa of the opposing team going equally
fast to try to prevent it.

of the sport are simply the
evolution of a pastime which could be
made more sttractive by the use of
strategy in addition to physical strength.
That Is why the plan was introduced of
permitting the ball to be carrled by play-
ers. That innovation combined the ele-
ments of craft and calculation with
strength of legs and fleetness of foot, and
everybody who engages in any kind of &
pastime thoroughly realizes that there Is
more interest and entertainment in one
which calls for the use of the brain than
in & play game of only pure chance where
the most illiterate is as likely to be suc-
cesaful as the best educated.

In its best development the onsfde kick
was one of the prettiest plays of the
football fleld, and # was a perfectly
sound football play. It called for noth-
ing but kick and recover, and assuredly
that is football of the most orthodox
Rugby type.

There have been instances In the past
wherein certain teams have done wonder-
fully well with the onside kick. The
Princeton eleven was one. Harlan, who
played half back for Princeton in the
first year in which the kick was legalizsed,
bacame as skilful in handling the onside
kick as the quarter back was in passing
the ball. The Tigers frequently gained
by the play, and they were never back-
ward about using it when they thought
it to be of advantage {0 them,

Liked by Spectators.

If it were possible he' The play was popular with the specta-
It injected an element of chance
{purely on football lines which was ap-

Thers will be no more of the play this Preciated, and it frequently brought forth
year. All punts will return to their primi.|8n exhibition of cleverness which was

tors.

appreciated even more.
Not all of the elevens of the United

When a player of the attack-|States were as clever as Princeton in us-
There seemed to be less
by a player of the defending side before!®ndeavor to employ It in the West-than
in the East, and, naturally, when the
rules committes met for further changes|
in the football code it was the West which
this rule, which, after all, Is only the|moved to eliminate the play, but which
upheld the forward pass, largely a West-

ing the play.

ern product,
not ically football in any sense.
It

side kick than others,
come to be a specialized play.

rule, but the bad fortune of the college
which lacked the necessary material.
The subject of the now dead onside kick
has been gone into at some length be.
cause It is the desire of the writer u;
gl .

onside kick is a product of

upon
football players the difference between
rules based upon sound football doctrine
and rules based upon fads and whims.
‘There was a logical beginning in the game!
of football which should be understood by
those who play it.

The sport grew out of the effort of the
people of one town to kick a ball into
another town. It was a rough game,
played in rough days, but as rough as it
Wwas It was football, and not a hydrid
sport nmor a combination of games. It

was a game for the feet and legs, and
80 played unless somebody was unwary
enough to violate the rules, and in those
days, being without umpires and referees,
the 3] and b were
wont to take upon themselves' punishment
of those who violated the code, and pun-
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ishment was of the sort which induced
the offender to give leg ball as rapidly
as he could get out of sight.

Whether the rule makers were pleassd
with the onside kick, or displeased with
t, the play was a football play, and no
argument can be advanced which will
prove to the contrary. Nor is it improb-
able that as rules change and are modi-|
fled until some code is evolved, which
Aeems to approach perfection, the onside
kick may be restored, for there a
those who belleve that it is a better pl
for football than others which have been
advocated as part of the game,

Now to the Forward Pass.

The forward pass always has proved t
be a tr 1 n in f 1
From the day that It was suggested it
began to stir up strife and discussion,
Looked at in the most favorable light, the
forward pass is not legitimate football. 1t
is a cultured product which grew out of
the use of the pass in basketball.

It has given the rule makers a great
deal of trouble because of the necessity
to strike a happy balance whereby the
play may not be too radical a departure
from the traditions of the sport nor be
restricted by such penalties that it will
‘be more favored by disuse than by em-
ployment.

In the code of 1911 it was provided that
the forward pass would be legal within

and a manoeuvres which Is those of the code of last year,

was also comtended that some col-
leges w more expert in using the on-
3 v e and u..‘. it had away with the twenty yamrd zone.
That was
stretching matters with a vengeance, as
it was open to any college to develop a
good punter who could make use of the
onside kick, and the fallure to have such
At that the injuries likely to result from a player was by no means a fault of the

& zone of twenty yards. The rule reads
as follows:—"A forward pass that cross .|
!a line twenty yards in advance of the spot|
where the ball was put in play before
touching the ground or a player is illegal
(and becomes dead as it crosses the line.”
| This year the twenty yard zone has
| been abolished, The restrictions ‘vhich
| were placed upon Interference with the
‘man recelving the ball are identical with

Having a forward pass In the game the
| committee has acted wisely by doing
If the
|play Is & good play an arbitrary restric-
| tion of the distance to which the ball s
| passed not only Is provocative of dispute,
but unsound and {llogical. As the prin-
cipal reason for football is the galning of

I= ascertain thoroughly how they are
likely to operate. Different combinations
of players may bring about different re-

one way of gaining ground that !s effica-
clous, while a lighter and more active team
may discover a method of a different type
which is equally available to them,

Indications based on theoretical assump-
tion are that the year will be noteworthy
because of the large scores. The sport

. seems to have been opened with wider
wedges Inserted between the rules than
was the case in the first change of the
code, An added down will develop a great
deal when a heavy team is playing against
a light team. Sooner or latey the defence
of the lighter team will weaken and that
means an increase of the number of touch-
downs against it.

On the other hand, If the intentions of
the rules committee work out as they hope,
the touchdown which cun be gained by a
forward pass will be a constant menace
to the heavy or the light eleven, when a
team s within striking distance of the
goal line, and that is a force which will
very likely add to the number of points
made in a game, although It is a question
to be answered whether it will in any way
develop a type of football differing greatly
from that which has been in vogue for
the last two seasons. ¥
Line Game Must Be Good.

The added down means that the line
game of any eleven must not be neglected.
The younger elevens more than ever must
be drilled In running plays. It ls not es-
sential that they shall be mass plays.
Some fear has been expressed that the
added down will bring & return of the
mass play which was in vogue before
rules were first
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sults. A heavy and strong team may find
4 y: | The punt will come into vogue after the

fourth down this season, but there wil! be
more general attempts at circling the ends,
or slipping through an unguarded spot In
the line, than there have been in the past.
If a team is proficient in the forward
pass it is not unlikely that it will begin to
attempt its use after the third down as &
play of strategic value in preference to
putting it Into use when it Is fairly cer-
tain ‘that possession of the ball is about
The temptation will be strong
to try for touchdowns when a team is
fifteen yards away from the goal line,
using both the forward pass and an end
medium. This will
probably be specially favored by school
the
younger players, and officlals and spec-
forward with expectation
g more trials for touchdowns by
the use of the forward pass than actua)
efforts to carry the ball cleanly over the
|defending goal so far as the lighter teams

“BILL” EDWARDS ON THE NEW

ULLY a season will be needed for the ,will be directed at the defence on the next i-nd the teat win cm;m- "r to whknthcr ﬁ;'a
down with some degree of probable suc-|forward pass as a play of attack can off-

new rules to be In effect to begin to | of the past after the
the unwritten policy to

cess. In the
third down it
kick, and kick an far as possible.

| Use of the Punt,

to be loat.

circling run as the

{teams: and elevens composed of
tatorsa may look

of pee!

|are concerned.
!
|was the d
were in vogue In 1911,

t

bee
mal
question to score,

was that

play in th en.
Edwards’ Opinion. g

Some fear has been expressed that the
offence this season will be as top heavy as
ence under the rules which
The serious objec-
lon to the sport with the code which had

v two evenly
ed teams found It almost out of the
To put it In another
Way, the defensive game had been built
80 strong that elevens of comparatively
the same rating could defend their goal
against its final invasion even though
there was a littie spectacular and novel

William Edwards, formerly s Princeton
captain and guard and a player whose
knowledge of the game was such that he

GAMH},‘

set a line of heavy forwards, From what
1 have seen of the forward pa: nd from
my own experience as a football player
I must confesa that I incline personally
to the heavier and stronger line. I am
Just enough of the old school football
player to believe that it means more in,
the long run. !

“‘There is one point which must not be
omitted from the attention of the foot-:
ball players of 1912 and that {s that none
©of them are to be permitted to help the
man who Is running with the ball, except
as interferers. This, of course, makes it
Impossible to use the mass play which
Wwas In vogue when I was on the fleld. In|
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erated manner, in order to bring out the po
this year to make a touchdown behind the goal by means of
It is not necessary that the ball literall
it to the ground if he is able and desires to do
constitute a touchdown and score six points.
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ints of the play well, the drawin
a forward pass.

so. The act of catching a forward pass within a
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make the play complete,
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although the player is at liberty to touch
ten yard zone back of the goal line will

distance, if a premium of any kind is to
be placed on any play it should not be
placed on the play which gains distance.
In other words no contestant should be
hampered by any artificlal restriction
when he 18 acting thoroughly within the
intent of the rules,

—
Looking for Target.

When the twenty yard zone was estab-
lished the rule makers made it impera-
tive that the man who passed the ball
must shoot at & mark and net shoot for
distance. It is true thzt to some extent
he must shoot at a mark, even when he ia
trying for distance, because he must aim
toward a certain player who is to catch

skill to find the player alone it does
hoth to find the player and then aeccur-
ately shoot the ball a certain prescribed
nuniber of yards.

It the forward pass is & good play it Is
800d to every Inch that It can be utilized.
In other words it is as good for one hun-
dred yards as it Is for one yard, If there

BacksinTandem
Baffle Side in
Defence.

®
FIRST POSITION

oo\o.:/ooo
o

those days we could pick up the back, If

e

necessary, and push and pull him ¢t
the lin
prohibited, and for that reason it may
prove a much more difficult task to galn
ten yards this year with an added down
than some people seem to think at first
Klance over the rules,

More Forward Passes,

“I think that in connection with the ef-
fort to get through the line we are bound
to see more forward passes this year than
We have in the last three seasons. The
basketball innovation seems to have been
Kiven a more prominent place in football
than ever. The distance Iimit having been
removed from the forward pass there will
be players who will be drilled to shoot
the ball with as much effect as the man
Who makes a punt. Of course the forward
Pass is a telling play when it proves that
it is worth anything ms & ground gainer,
but T have never been over enthusiastic in
regard to it, An inferior team will neces-
sarily be coached to use the forward pass
s often as possible,

"
|happens to meterialize properly. An in-
ferior temm could afford to throw away
distance if it could be sure that a long for-
ward pass would be made properly in one.
out of three attempts.” X

The 4

they can develop the best
nd materfal

by Mr,

incides largely with that of other ex-
perts who have working upon the'
poseibilities of the new code since the
rules were

For that resson it seemas evident that
coaches of this year must be sure that

posstble

forwards from the which they
have at hand.

A great deal of the defence will have

playing along the scrimmage line.

can it be told whether the attack will
tre at tackle, guard, or be directed a:
the end. For that reason the stronger and
the more active the forwa

but that sort of work is absolutely |

NASMUCH as the rules this season
indicate that the running game in

football, with many formations of
as diverse type as the coaches and

captains are able to originate will pre-
vall, it is timely to call attention to a
method used by Dartmouth in lining
up its backs behind the line
season.

All four of them were placed in a
tandem back of the line,
grouped closely together behind the

quarterback, and because of their
speed and alertness )u getting into the

play they had the man with the ball

well on the way before it was possible
always to tell in which direction the

attack was to be made.

The diagram shows the method of
arranging the backs and the arrows
the manner in which the ball and the

interfering backs and tackle may be
directed. Dartmouth frequenmtly used
a single back to feint ia the direction
opposite to that which the ball was to
take, and the backfield in general was
bandled so skilfully ta combimation
with the ends that gains were
quent. "

By means of this arrangement it is

to be borne directly by the men who are Possible to utilise the backs and tackles|

in any number of combinations, To
make its employment successful, the
backs must be coached to act in unison

mt:."hm.r and get away with speed, for it is the

guarantes ywill
them against the' thrusts which are oo quickness of the play which Is most
d by their ad ,Inlllutothdct.u

the ball but it does not require so much,

last

They were

are players who are expert enough to
handle it properly the

which can be made by the attacking side

team.

If it 1s not & good play It has no place in
the game. It then becomes worth nothing,
restricted or unrestricted. An arbitrary
curtailment of its efficioney was a half-

hearted way of stating that its projectors
4id not know thoroughly how to care for
thelr innovation.

Its Original Condition.

The pass, when first incorporated into
the rules code, was a free and open affair
80 far as distance to be galned was con-
cerned. There were few teams who knew
what to do with It. Yale was the first to
find & successtul play and astonished and
'lomevhn upset Princeton by throwing

the ball about as far as a good punter
couM kick It and gaining so much ground
that the Yale eleven ultimately won,

Other teams were encouraged to attempt
the same play as the season progressed
and there were more than Yale which
salned ground by the long pass.

For some reason the rule makers & year
K0 saw fit to declde that an unabridged
PA%s was a detriment rather than a benenfit
to the sport, so they amputated the play
to mot more than twenty yards from the
scriminage line. That made It harder for
the officials and really put so much of a
handicap on the pass that it rendered ef-
fective only the short, aharp thrusts over
the end of the line, and two-thirds of the
time attempts at that play were inet-
fective, for the handicap was too great
for the skill of the players,

Restricting a forward pass is no more
logical than It would be In baseball to
restrict a home run or In football to re-
strict the length of a punt. The makers
of the code sald in substance that they
gave the game & good play when they per-
mitted the use of the forward pass. They
followed that up in 1911 by Intimating that
they were not sure but the play might be
too good. 8o they placed a restriction
upon it. As if a play In a real! sport could
be too good. The better the play the
nearer the sport becomes an ideal pastime.

All Distance Available.
If there are contestants in 1912 who are
clever enough and strong enough to pass

Is per with the use of ths forward
pass,

Other rules which regulated the for-
ward pass of 1911 are in effect this year.
Firat of all, the hal] is not to be passed
from the scrimmage line but from a point
at least five yards back of the scrimmage
line. That rule made = lttle trouble last
Season because It kept officlals on the
Jump to note whether the ball had gone
back five yards before it was passed.

In the later games of the season there
was less difficulty In regard to the falling
back five yards, because the lmportance
of the contests was such as to induce the
players to be certain that they were in a
legal position to shoot the ball before they
permitted it to get away from them.

Of course, but one forward pass will be
allowed in each scrimmage. That {8 one

pass, even though it be an element mak-
ing for open play, Is a disturbing element,
or rather would become a disturbing ele-
ment it there wers too much of #t. If a
team could try a forward pass every time
that it lined up 1t is probable that it would
be only & question of time before kicking
the ball would become a lost art, and foot-
ball would better be known as “'shoot ball,"”
because of the tendency to pass or thrust
it from one man to another to gain ground.
Illegal Pass.

The forward pass Is not legal If the ball
strikes the ground before It is touched by
a player of either eleven. That was In
effect last year and Is perfectly logical.
There must be a perfect catch of the ball
to fulfill the completion of the play, -

Another restriction of 1911 Is Incorporated
in the code of 1912. The ball, a’ter it is
passed, to make the pass perfect and legal
for the side In posseasion of the ball, must
be caught by some player of that side
who haa been on the end of the scrimmage

yard behind the scrimmage line. In other
words, the completion of the pass rests
upon specified players of the attacking
eleven. Any man who {8 on the serim-
mage line, except the ends, is disqualified
to catch the ball. Any player who is at
least a yard back of the scrimmage line
may catch the ball. It may be the centre,
It he is a yard back of the line when
the pass Is made. It may be either tackle,
or either guard, If either or both are be-

the ball sixty feet forward they are priv-
lleged to do s0. Every inch of real gain

hind the line the required distance, and
it may be any back who is a yard or more
back of the line, but it may not be any

concession to the theory that the forward|

line or who has been playing at least one |

player on attack who is leading the lin¢
breaking on the lne, except one of the
ends. If the captain wishes to bring an
end into the position of tackle or guaré
and placo the tackle or guard on the end
‘Im is at llberty to do so, but the comple-
{tion of the pasa rests with some one of
those players legally qualified to touch the
ball, and not with any Individual player
of the side In possession of the ball, nc

 matter where he may happen to be at the

time that the pass was made,
Goes to Opposing Side,

If the ball happens to be touched by a
player of the side in possession of the
ball who is not qualified to touch It the
pass becomes fllegal and the ball goes
to the opposing side on the spot of the
preceding down. Any plaver of the side
not in possession of the ball is at liberty
to eatch, Intercept or knock down a fore
i\\nrd pass at any place and at any time
|

if he can do so.
When the forward pass does go through
this year it Is likely to be of such worth

that it may upset the defence of more
than one eleven which has been reasone
4bly effective for quite a period of time.
Fast and not parilcularly heavy elevens
are lkely to utilize the pass to galn

ground and to try to score. The game of

{last year was criticlsed, and with cause,

for the reason that an eleven playlng by
far better football in many ways than an
opposing team couid not win, and fre-
quently was fortunate to tie a game, be-
cause the lighter and less proficlent team
was abnormally strong in drop kicking or
placement kicking.

It happened more than once, under the
code of rules, that a team could skirmish
around the thirty-vard line and plck off
enough points by drop kicking to beat a
team which played sounder and better
football but had no long range defence
and could not originate any which would
counteract thix fiying squadron klcking,

This year, with the long forward pass—
that ix to say, the unrestricted forward
pass and the right to score a touchdown
by a forward pass held within ten yards
of a line drawn back of the goal line—a
lighter eleven having gained ground to the
twenty yard or the fifteen yard line by
the forward pass will almost surely try to
score by the same play, and it may be
that not a few of the games will find one
team trusting to luck and speed with the
forward pass as the best of their stoek
of strategy againet a heavier sleven worke
ing ont 1ts attack through the famillar
doctrine of breaking through the tackles

HEN a football game was divided
w into quarters, by the subdivision
of the halves, it struck more than
one of the football students as If the rule
were more a burden to the players than
& relief. I never could tell the exact idea
of the installation of the periods of rest,
other than that they were thrown in by
one of the charitable and humane souls
who revised the football code on the
ground that the players needed time in
which to recuperate after the exertiom of
fifteen minutes of play.
In any event the experiment was made.
Then one really cold afternoon was quite
sufficient to & how

RULE CHANGES THAT BEN

ing made when time expires, the game
shall be prolonged until the side making
the catch shall have opportunity to try for
For instance, if a punt out was be-
ing mnade from behind the line and the ball
happened to be In midair just as time ex-
pired, the team In possession of the ball
1s not to lose the game on the moment that
the watch points to the expiration of the
contest, but is granted the right to kick
goal, which Is but fair, as kicking goal ls
really Y to and with
one pla.

The team which loses the toss at the be-
ginning of the game {5 given the option at
the beginning of the second half of kicking
off the ball or taking the goal.

In other words, the team is not com-
pelled to kick off against a head wind if

it was, The players were compelled to
|stand around ng in their b

and were more likely to become {ll from ex-
posure than if they had not been d

Y | the

of the eleven prefers to take
the goal with the wind In his favor and
let the other side have the kick off twice In
the same afternoon.

Rule U

to take an enforced rest.
The Intermission between the first and

and fourth quarters has been reduced to!
one minute this year. It is enough. All that
the players nned is time to run from one
side of the fleld to the other and assume
thelr positions. That prevents them from
becoming chilled and comtinues the game
with the men in the best of condition to
follow it to the finish.

Go to Nearest Official.

It will not be necessary this year for a
substitute player to run all over the fleld to
find a particular official to whom to re-
port. The moment that the substitute is
assigned to duty he may race to the near-
est official, and it Is the duty of the latter

safely In the team.

in regard to & falr catch. The rules now
state explicitly that, If & falr catch js by

second quarters and that between the third this rule w

to stop the game untll the substitute is|opposing team as do the forwards,

other '0;‘!. I.I‘:.n ::u be no :-eo
attitude hy W the back endeavors

mu-ou-ummmmm.q_m“w'n

to him when the play will really be made

through

There are some who seem to think that
&8 unnecessary and that ninety-
nine per cent of the captains of the foot-
ball elevens will elect to take the kick off,
on the principle of first having the ball
in their possession. Yet there have been
football games played where it is more
than probable that a crafty and calculat-
ing captain would have been quite willing
to see the ball get out of his possession for
& few moments to have later the benefit of
the wind and the co-operation of a good
nter.

Backs of the attacking side must remem-
ber that when they are on the line, or with-
in a foot of the line, they must face the
In
about

to
t the ball is to come

| simpler.

man and his assistants mark the

or ecircling the ends,

EFIT PLAYERS

Time is to be taken out of the game
when the ball goes out of bounds or when
& penalty is inflicted. This Is as it should
be. 8o long as the time eloment enters L
largely into football the actual time of the
game should be made to conform as near-
Iy as possible to actual football on the
fleld.  That s, the plays should be the test
of time consumption, and not the Infifction
Of the penalties or the hazards of the con-
test which count nothing either one way
0r the cther. When the ball goes out of
bounds, for Instance, It is simply an ab-
sence of play, for neither the opposing nor
;he 'anm-klnz side Is concerned In the
Cast, except to get the ball properl:
the gridiron. TR

Keep Off Side Line,

The side line privileges for players have
been curtalled. Only one man of either
team may be allowed to walk up and down
the line during the game. That is enougn,
The place for the substitutes is on the
bench and not on the side line,

There 15 mo longer a field judge. The
penalties In the game have been reduced
and the work of the other officlals made
As a4 matter of fact, the game
for the last two years had run wild with
officials, Four were too many. The smal-
ler colleges complained that they were
made to pay too much to get their Sames
properly handled and some of the larger
colleges looked askance at the steep Dille
which were run up for the services of offi-

als.

On the line of scrimmage the Iy

<3

nesman
becomen the judge of offside play. There
is no officlal better able

to

In the first half of the game, the lines-

other positions or arouad an emd. along




