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week of the campaign. But such has been the intention, 
And we today begin the discussion by taking up the pro­
posed initiative, referendum and recall amendments. 
There are three proposed amendments, one applicable to 
each of these reform measures, and the people may reject 
any one and adopt the others, or they may reject them all.

All three are admittedly defective. They were drafted 
and submitted by the enemies of these reforms and these
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THE WALRUS.

• • • • • • • • •

"The time ha* come," the walrus said, "to talk of many tfalnsa; of 
shoes, and ship*, and sealing wax, of cabbages and kings. This hap­
pened In the good old day* when walrus folk could preach, arid car­
penters had naught to do but ramble on the beach. It happened in the 
good old times when bird* and beast* of prey could talk of more up­
lifting thing* than politic*, all day. If we could find a  walrus now 
that'* blessed or cursed with speech, of income tax and I. and K. tne 
tiresome brute would preach. And It would roast the plutocrats and 
give John D. a jolt, and we would all be bored to death ere It had shot 
Its bolt. How I regret the dear old times of which the poet singe, when 
animals and men could talk of cabbages and kings! For nowadays we 
never hear of aught hut politics; of orators and managers and all their 
threadbare tricks. Tou hear about them In the street, and In the 
grocer’s store; no matter where you chance to stray, you'll meet some 
windy bore who throws a harpoon at the trusts; you hear the tarin 
lashed; yea. even In the synagogues the same old straw Is thrasned. 
And so‘I long for ancient days, and ancient ways, by jlngs, when Colo­
nel Walrus talked a while 
of cabbages and kings.
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THEY ARE FIGHTING DESPERATELY.

The desperate character of the campaign being con­
ducted by the corporate wealth and special interests to 
retain control in the state is shown by their efforts at 
“ finding something’’ on Mr. Martin.

They have been invited by Mr. Martin, by State Chair­
man Gipson and by all Progressives of the state to make 
all the investigation they desire. The reason for this in­
vitation is that the life and work of Mr. Martin are known 
and they speak for him in the loudest appeal possible to 
the people to rally to his support.

His enemies and opponents, however, are not inclined 
to give his record, but they are showing their desperate 
determination to deceive the people by distorting the facts 
and by misrepresenting Mr. Martin. The latest effort is 
that whereby it is sought to connect Martin, to his detri­
ment, with one McNicholas who was recently indicted by 
a federal grand jury in Ohio for alleged fraudulent use of 
the mails in the stile of bogus mining stocks A state 
record was jfulled showing that Mr. Martin was connected 
with this same McNicholas in a mining company in this 
state.

They were forced to admit that there was nothing 
known to connect this mining company with any that Mc­
Nicholas was selling stock in, but still it was sought to 
show that Martin was allied with the same man.

The full facts, however, are very greatly to the credit 
of Mr. Martin, and they were so much so that even the 
morning paper which lias been the x*cady instrument for 
both the old political parties in attacking him, was forced 
to print the telegram which showed the truth.

Mr. Martin’s connection with McNicholas was solely 
for the purpose of protecting the people that McNicholas 
owed—solely for the purpose of protecting the alleged 
criminal’s creditors, and not for the purpose of associat­
ing with McNicholas or of promoting any mining project 
at all.

These people have scoured the earth for something to 
spring against Mr. Martin. The fact that they have done 
so, combined with the fact that they have found nothing,

groves conclusively that he is a mighty good man, for if he 
ad ever made a serious mistake, if he had ever been 

tricky or deceptive, if he had ever been indiscreet, they 
have shown their willingness and determination to have 
told the people about it. That they have not told it to 
the people shows that he has been a remarkable man 
among men.

With candidates upon their own tickets bearing 
records such as theirs, these men must, indeed, be desper­
ate to seek opportunity to attack any opposing candidate, 
much less a candidate whose personal, official and moral 
life has been so exemplary as has that of Mr. Martin. 
Those who have known something of the vulnerable char­
acter of some of the candidates supported by these same 
agencies have wondered and still wonder at the audacity 
of the attempt to attack Martin against whom they have 
been able to find nothing, and against whom their insinua­
tions and misconstructions have not even been able to 
count.

THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

The Capital News has frequently been asked to discuss 
the proposed constitutional amendments. So numerous
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UNUTTERABLE CONTEMPT FOR DWELL­
ERS OUTSIDE THE GREAT CITY OF BOISE.

Mr. Martin, candidate of the Third Term party 
for governor of Idaho, by request of a very few 
people—300 or something like that—has not been 
in Idaho so very long. He used to live in the little 
town of Spencer, Iowa, a mere village. He now 
lives in Sandpoint, Idaho, another ««*11 place. 
Between the two he has gained the wide experi­
ence that befits him to handle the affaire of a multi- 
million corporation like Idahol

Idaho Dally Statesman of Boise, orsan and spokesman for the 
special and corporate Interests of the state, in the teen# of Bttday, 
Oct. 16, 1*19.

enemies so drafted them as to weaken them as much as 
possible.

So successful were they that there is today no friend 
of the initiative who is supporting the proposed amend­
ment providing ft>r this reform. It is so defective, so tied 
up with restrictions and impossible conditions that friends 
or that reform have decided to reject it totally. The chief 
objection is that it makes, as a part of the constituion, a 
requirement that before any measure initiated by the peo­
ple can be adopted it must receive the approval of a num­
ber of voters equal to a majority of the number that voted 
for governor. In other words, the amendment is so 
framed that it makes no vote at all, count as a vote against 
the measure. If those who oppose any initiative measure 
wish to vote against it, they can do so just as well by stay­
ing at home as they can by going to the polls except when 
a governor is to be elected. This proposed amendment 
should be defeated.

Friends of the referendum are divided in their sup­
port of that proposed amendment. It is unsatisfactory 
and those friends of the reform who are supporting it, are 
doing so merely because they dislike to voté against such 
a reform whenever it is put up to them even though it is 
nöt such as they desire. We do not agree with this argu­
ment» We believe we can get what we want. If we can­
not, then popular government is a failure. What wo 
want is the right kind of an amendment whenever we 
vote to amend the constitution—not a half-baked, or half­
hearted declaration, and this amendment is just such an 
amendment. The chief objection to it is that it leaves to 
the mercies and caprices of a legislature the details for 
working out the amendment. One legislature could re­
quire eertain restrictions upon one measure submitted 
and other restrictions upon another measure, or another 
legislature could change or alter these requirements. If 
we had the initiative, the referendum would not matter 
so much, but the friends of the initiative are proposing to 
defeat that measure so the referendum may as well go 
with it until we can get a legislature that will give what 
the people want.

The recall provision exempts the judiciary from its 
application. This we believe is fundamentally wrong. To 
say that the judiciary should be exempted is to say that 
a corrupt or blindly prejudiced judiciary should- be re­
tained in office, or else it is to say that the people are not 
honest and capable enough to recajl an official.

It cannot be successfully maintained that a dishonest 
or blindly prejudiced judge should be retained in office 
any more than that a dishonest, incompetent or prejudiced 
governor, or attorney general should remain in office.

And if the people are capable of recalling with wis­
dom and diseretion a governor, an attorney general, a sec­
retary of state or other officer, they can be trusted to use 
the same discretion in recalling an unjust, dishonest or 
prejudiced judge.

The enemies of the recall will be found voting for this 
amendment because they do not want it applied to cor­
rupt courts and because they realize that such an amend­
ment is coming sooner or later and they want one that 
will exempt their judiciary for them. We recommend 
that this amendment be defeated and a demand be made 
for the right kind of one. We believe that constitutions 
are made for protection of the people against encroach-

tnents and abuses by the ftepresentativefe of the people and 
not that they are made in order to limit the power df the 
people themselves. The purpose of this admendment is 
directed to limit the power or the people, and we do not 
favor any such proposal.

The constitution once amended in the unsatisfactory 
manner demanded by the special interest legislature 
which proposed these amendments, and it will be practi­
cally impossible ever to get the right kind of an amend­
ment. We prefer to endure the evils we have a little 
longer, to permanently fastening upon ourselves any com 
promises which may and probably do contain greater evils 
than those we now have.

The Evening Chit-Chat

1
HERE, that's just about aa near 

as a  newspaper gets to any­
thing.”

The author-man's wife threw 
down the paper petulantly aa 

she made the bromldic criticism of the 
accuracy of newspapers.

The author-man's wife had been In­
terviewed and she did not think the 
Interviewer had quoted her correctly. 
It seems that he, the reporter, had 
asked If she did not think a certain 
thing was bo , and when she had given 
a lukewarm assent, had quoted her aa 
having of her own accord made em­
phatic statement to that effect.

And the author-man's wife was most 
Indignant.

Justly, you say? '

And yet think how many people do 
just that same thing.

‘‘Gertrude says she doesn't think 
you have any right to do that, and 
that you are unreasonable even to 
think of It." So one friend of mine 
once quoted another.

It certainly sounded as If Gertrude 
were very much opposed, but I had 
good reason for thinking she had no 
such strong feeling, and questioning 
proved that Just what I thought was 
true. Our mutual friend, ufter saying 
very warmly that she felt thus and ao 
about my proposed move, had asked 
Gertrude If she did not agree, and she 
being one of those people who always 
agree with present company, had said 
she did.

Undoubtedly a great many things 
that one person quotes another as say­
ing. are said In Just about that way, 
and yet we blame the newspapers be­

cause they do the tame.
It Is quite the fashion among cul­

tured people to cry down the news­
papers every now an*J then, which, 
quite aside from the Justice of the ac­
cusation, seems almost aa absurd as 
crying down what we see- In our mir­
rors. For after all, your newspaper 
Is nothing more Hor leas than a  
flection of your tastes and your In­
terests.

But to return to the Justness of the 
accusation. As a rule I think the 
newspapers are not a bit worse than 
the people who criticise them.

We object to the newspapers’ inac­
curacy tn quoting. I have already 
pointed out how often- we also are guil­
ty.

We Inveigh against the scandal that 
the newspaper parades. If we never 
tell a Juicy bit of gosalp to our neigh­
bor we have a  right to complain. 
Otherwise not. And by the by, let me 
tell you that the newspaper Is a good 
sight more careful about what scandal 
It repeats than most private Individ­
uals. It has to be—the libel law hangs 
over It.

We talk about exaggeration! If the 
average newspaper Is any more Inrlincd 
b- exaggerate than the average Indi­
vidual I mira my guess. Besides, the 
newspaper exaggeration Is often based 
on misinformation which the readers 
themselves give the newspaper report 
ers.

Take It big and large it seems to me 
that our newspapers are one of the 
most wonderful products of our whole 
civilization and deserve our admira­
tion a great deal more than our crttl 
clem.

ARE N 0 Ï  OPPOSED 
TO AMENDING LAW

Ada County Candidates 
Make Their Position on 
* Black Law Plain.

In an attempt to defeat the Repub­
lican legislative ticket In this county, 
reports have been circulated and pub­
lished in a local publication which so 
far has failed to support that ticket, 
but on the contrary hRtl done every­
thing possible to undermine and de­
feat it, to the effect these candidates 
are postlvely opposed to the amend­
ment of the Hlack commission form of 
government law under which Boise Is 
now operating. Nothing could be 
farther from the truth. The report Is 
absolutely without foundation and Is 
only circulated with malicious pur­
poses, It Is pointed out. The Republi­
can legislative candidates are pledged
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not to repeal the Black law or to so 
amend It as to take away Its cardi­
nal principles, the Initiative, referen­
dum, the recall and the guardian fran­
chise provisions. They ere opposed to 
the amendment of the law by Its ene­
mies and believe that If It should be 
amended the amendments should come 
from Its friends.

The friends of the Black law realize 
that In the legislative candidates on 
the Republican ticket they have men 
who stand favorable to that law and 
are opposed to Its repeal and the 
"drawing of Its teeth," though the 
passage of vicious amendments. They 
are not misled by the attacks made 
upon the candidates. The attacks are 
said to be made to deceive those who 
were not familiar with the stand tak­
en by the candidates prior to the pri­
maries, but the friends of the Black 
law are making every effort to correct 
the false Impression given out through 
the unreliable publication.

Make Their Position Cloar.
Just how clear the candidates made 

their position prior to their nomina­
tion at the primary is shown by the 
following excerpt taken from the 
statement of one of them;

"The commission law-Is now In force 
In this city Is right as to principle, and 
while It may need amending as to mi 
nor details, It should not be amended 
so as to ruin Its good qualifications. 
It should be amended. If a t all, by Its 
friends, not by Its enemies. Boles has 
the distinction of being the flret city 
In Idaho to adopt the comralaalon form 
of government. It Is no more than 
fair, now that It has been adopted, to 
give It an impartial trial. ' Certainly 
It should not be ruined by amendment 
so that the 'very  provisions the peo­
ple wanted should be removed."

Ratios.
T o ' all mall contractor« of tbe 

northwest—wa wish all Idaho mall 
contractors and carriers of rural 
■routes ta  co-operate with" the star 
route contractors tn opposing the new 
Parcels peat law. For the purpose of 
perfecting an organisation, a  masting 
has bean called, to be held In Boise 
on October *». There will he a  dis­
cussion to determine the best method 
of getting the law changed or getting 
Hew contracts. A full attendance is 
desired. All other states In the north­
west are requested to co-operate with 
Idaho. Adrssa all communications to 
—A1 Ostner, Boise, Idaho. OSS Adv

IDAHO PROGRESSIVE TICKET.

For President—
Theodora Roosevelt of New York. 

For Vies President—
Hiram W. Johnson of California. 

For Presidential Electors—
H. C. Olney of Banner county.
E. M. Harris ef Fremont county. 
H. Harland of Canyon county. 
L. M. Earl of Bonneville eounty.

For United States Senator— 
William E. Sarah of Ada saunty. 

For Congressman—
Burton L. French of Latah county. 
P. Monroe Smeek of Canyon county 

For Governor—
O. H. Martin ef Banner eounty.

For Lieutenant Governor_
T. O. Boyd of Twin Falla eounty. 

For Secretary*)! State—
V. Badley ef Canyon county. 

For State Auditor—
C, C* Milas of Nos Paras oounty. 

For State Treasurer—
John E, Yatsa of Ada county. 

For Attorney G eneral- 
Adam Barolay of Lincoln oounty. 

For State Mine Inspector—
F. H. Skoals of Shoshons saunty.

The Home of Good 
Meats, Lard, Hawi* and 

Bacon at Reasonable 
Prices.

Boise Butcher Co |
Phono 9# )t t l  Idaho SL

EVERY WOMAN.
Ia Interested when you say grocer­
ies Every woman likes to bo able 
to cook a good meal. It la vary es­
sential that when you prepare a 
meal that you have the best groc­
eries.

Trade with us gnd you get the 
best.

BOISE MERCANTILE CO. 
Union Blech. Phans 10.

If This la Your Birthday.
A troublesome year seams to threaten 

you and yours. Attend to the health 
rulea and remember that your birthday 
la ruled by Mars, the s tar of strength 
and courage.

Those bom today will be Strong, an 
ergetlc and Inclined to domlnaar. When 
those qualities are ruled by good sense, 
a  fine character, worthy of respect and 
aura of success, will be formed.

(if your watch paaaaa through sur re­
pair department and daw net give sat. 
lafaction wa will ghro a new mows- 
want In sjiihangi

CON W. H I M ,  Jeweler.

FURNITURE
Wa are prepared to handle Furni­

ture Repairing la all its 
Branchen

PUGH. JEN Kl NS FURNITURE SO. 
Eleventh and Main.

The
OWYHEE

BOI8E, IDAHO.

Largest and beat Hotel In the 
State. European plan. Rates 
tl.00 per day and up. Excellent 
cafo service. Prices moderate 
Good music. Nothing better at 
our rates.

LEO J. PALK, k nna iM
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LEADING HOTEL

Dining Ream.
> IBM

2 8
CHAS. QROUT

•TOP AT THE

OREGON HOTD.
A Clean and Modem Family Hetel. 

Rates Reasonable.
•paelal Weekly Ratsa.

Bulbs.
Just errtvsd; ardor year Halbe. Maas 

Bushes, Shrubbery, ate- far i  
lag from the Boise Floral Co.

ASv. tf

Tho City Dye Works kae movod their 
eNy offloo from 102 North Elovonth to 
earner Tenth and Idaho, No. SM ‘ ‘ 
Phone S1I-W.

Pacific Hotel
THE HOTEL JUST LIKE HOME 

Ninth and Idaho.

HOTEL BRISTOL
X EUROPEAN PLAN 

Rates by the Day IN  and O ar f l a s & r & a *
Fini national Bank"

IDAHO*
T nnqaiN a general janbbN
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