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them, we trudged heavily up on foot. [‘hc
yearling was in the top of a tall aspen. Lam-
bert shot it with his rifle and we then put
the dogs on the trail of the old she’

The She Bear in the Spruce.

The bear was some 30 or 40 feet up a tall
spruce; it was a big she, with a glossy black-
brown coat. 1 was afraid that at our ap-
proach she might come down; but she had
been running hard for some four hours, had
been pressed close, and evidently had not
the slightest idea of putting herself of her
own free will within the reach of the pack,
which was now frantically baying at the foot
of the tree. | shot her through the heart.
As the bullet struck she climbed up through
the branches with great agility for six or
cight feet: then relaxed, and
down she came with a thud, nearly burying
Little Skip was one of

her muscles
herself in the snow.
the first dogs to seize her as she came down;
and in another moment he literally disap-
peared under the hounds as they
the bear.
skin and pushed campward at a good gait,
Just at nightfall
we came out on a bluff from which we could
overlook the rushing,
rent, on the farther bank of which the tents
were pitched.
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turn came we had a good trail.

After a good deal of beating to and fro,
we found where an old she-bear with two
yearlings had crossed a hill during the night
and put the hounds on their tracks. Johnny
and Jake, with one or two of the cowboys,
followed the hounds over the exceedingly
difficult hillside where the trail led; or rath-
er, they tried to follow them, for the hounds
speedily got clear away, as there were many
places where they could run on the crust of
the snow, in which the horses wallowed al-
most helpless. The rest of us went down
to the valley, where the snow was light and
the going much easier. The bear had trav-
eled hither and thither through the woods
on the sidehill, and the dogs became scat-
tered. Moreover, they jumped several deer,
and four or five of the young dogs took after
one of the latter.

Three Bears at Once.

Finally, however, the rest of the pack put
up the three bears. \We had an interesting
glimpse of the chase as the bears quartered
up across an open spot on the hillside. The
hounds were but short distance behind
them, horse after horse getting down in the
snow, and speadily heard the redoubled
clamor which told us that something had
been treed. It was half an hour before we

could make our wav to the tree
1

da

a spruce, in
which the two yearlings had taken refuge.

while around the bottom the entire pack

gathered, crazy with excitement.
» could take the yearlings alive,
both because we lacked the

not
means of carry-
and because
the old bear
where

we
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could not leave
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have

been well nigh impossible to get the

dogs away, and because, ey ¢ had sue-
them away, they wounld

not have run any other trail as long as they

enatow

ceeded in getting

trecd tln. bear fdr up the mountain side in
the thick spruce timber, and a short experi-
ment showed us that the horses could not
possibly get through the snow. According-
ly, off we jumped and went toward the
sound on foot, all the voung ranchmen and
cowboys rushing ahead, and thereby again
making me an easy trail. On the way to the
tree the rider of the bareback horse pounced
on a snowshoe rabbit which was crouched
under a bush and caught it with his hands.
It was half an hour before we reached the
tree, a big spruce. up which the bear had
gone to a height of some 40 feet. 1 broke
her neck with single bullet. She
smaller that the one [ had shot the day be-
fore, but full grown. In her stomach, as in
those of the two yearlings, there were buds
of rose bushes and quaking aspens
vearling had also swallowed a mouse.
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One
It
was a long ride to camp, and darkness had
fallen by the time we caught the gleam from
the lighted tents, across the dark stream.
\ith neither of these last two bear had
there heen any call for prowess: my part
was merely to kill the bear dead at the first

sides, I'he hounds followed it nearly to the
top, then turned and came down again,
worked through the timber in the hottom,
and struck out on the hillside opposite.

A Chase for a Bobcat.

Suddenly we saw the bobcat running
ahead of them and doubling and circling. A
few minutes afterward the hounds followed
the trail to the creek bottom and then began
to bark treed. But on reaching the point we
found there was no cat in the tree, although
the dogs seemed certain that there was; and
Johnny and Jake speedily had them again
running on the trail.  After making its way
for some distance through the bottom, the
cat had again taken to the sidehill, and the
hounds went after it hard. Again they went
nearly to the top, again they streamed down
to the hottom and crossed the creek.

Soon afterward we saw the cat ahead of
them. For the moment it threw them off
the track by making a circle and galloping
around close to the rearmost hounds. It
then made for the creck bottom, where it
climbed to the top of a tall aspen. The
hounds soon picked up the trail again, and

from camp to a little blue school house and
attended service. ‘I'he preacher was in the
habit of riding over every alternate Sunday
from Rifle, a little town 20 or 25 miles away;
and the ranchmen with their wives and chil-
dren, some on horseback, some in wagons,
had gathered from 30 miles round to attend
the service. The crowd was so large that
the exercises had to take place in the open
air, and it was pleasant to look at the strong
frames and rugged, weather-beaten faces of
the men; while as for the women, one re-
spected them even more than the men.

On the last day we rode down to where
Glenwood Springs lies, hemmed in by lofty
mountain chains, which are riven in sunder
by sheer-sided, cliff-walled canyons. As we
left ever farther behind us the wintry deso-
lation of our high hunting grounds we rode
into full springs. The green of the valley
was a delight to the eye; bird songs sounded
on every from the fields and from the
trees and bushes heside the brooks and irri-
gation ditches; the air was sweet with the
spring-time breath of many budding things.
‘I'he sarvice bushes were white with bloom,
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hunt we had on the trip. after an old she- irresistible attraction, was a really extraor southern Colorado. Mountain ""'fk“r" .‘“"I
bear and three vearlings, ‘I'he vearlings dinary sight, so thickly were the quills stud- the handsome, ]'"_‘”ll Arkansaw king birds
treed ofie by one. each of course necessi- ded over his face and chest. But a big hound Were numerous. I'he black-tail sage spar-
tating a p!ni»pug'r. and it was seven in the was in even worse condition; ‘the quills TOW Was conspicuohs in '.h" “‘f\’."l’r““h- and
evening before the old bear at last went up  were stuck in abundance into his nose, lips, ]"‘4'_' among the ¢ AR hite-throated
a cottonwood and was shot: she was only cheeks and tongue, and in the roof of his swifts were soaring. There were numerous

til the end of the hunt the vearlings were knew the yearlings were in the tree. It was wounded. however, and in the fight she crip-  mouth they were almost as thick as bristles arblers, among w i'vr."n I ‘7"':-"'l_r“‘l." .mak"
only known as “doily bears." thercfore out of the question to leave them pled Johnny's Rowdy before she was Killed, in a brush. Only by use of pincers was it 4t the “l"""!"’”““"”'z‘ gray, Audubon's and
A Visit From Cowboys. unharmed, as we should have been glad to  When the hunters reached camp it was 13 possible to rid these two dogs of the quills, \.!"‘ dllivray's.  In Glenwood ‘\T'””'“ itself
Next morning we again went out, and do, and Lambert killed them both with his Thours since they had left it. The old bear and it was a long and bloody job. The oth :M }Y‘”»M' 5\.,:.“.‘ finches, and Buls
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loundered—that is, so long as they he worl tting up the mount cecding one another. This lasted until my  Shorty, as was his habit, deliberately bit 1Y ""’ 2k “.“-“ sound; seemingly it
co vet their legs down to the bottom—I de through the drifts, but once on top we holiday was over.  Some we had to great patches of bark from the aspens, to as:donec With 8 .
fon that thev could travel much faster made our way down a nearly bare spur, and  stay in camp, On othe ) ve hunted; show his mun:uivnux for the tree in which dut the thing it interested me most in
than |1 then turned to the right. scrambled a couple  but there was e feel of new snow on the the cat stood was not one which he could the way of bird life was something [ saw n
(@] dav some 20 good-natured, hard of miles along a slippery sidehill, and halted.  summits and foothills, mak it difficult 1o climb.  After attending to the porcupine Denver. To my delight T fo md that the
ding voung fellows from the ranches w Below us lay a great lev, on the farther about. We saw no more hear, and, mn dogs, one of the men climbed the tree and  huge hotel at which we took dinner was mo
1 radius of dozen miles had joined o side of whi pruce forest stretched up deed, no more bear tracks that cre los with a stick pushed out the cat It dropped nopolized by the pretty nusical  house
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his wild, nervous horse barchack, because it dently on a hot trail, and we caught "n;-u-\ top of a plateau, and were il (o plunge was off up the creek through the timber. It thoroughly unattractive and disreputab Ir‘
had bucked so when he tried to put the sad of them far on the opposite side of the val- down into a steep sheer-sided vallev By ran cunning, and in a minute or two lay The house finch, on the contrary, is attrac
dle on it that morning that he feared he lev, crossing little open glades in the spruce  the time we reached the bhottom there was 4 down under a bush and watched the hounds tive in looks, in song and in wavs. It was
wonld get left behind, and so abandoned the timber, 1f the crust hard they scat ull in the storm and rked our way as they went by, overrunning its trail. Then del | to hear the males singing, often
saddle outright Whenever they had tered out. Where it t all soft thes 1 with considerable diffic through the it took off up the hillside: but the hounds on the wing I'hev went right up to the top
¢ they all rode at headlong spec 1 single file snow. down timber, and lava ~ock, voward speedily picked up its track, and running in  stories of the high hotel nested under
o heed to the slope of the mountain \We way down toward the Divide creek fter a while the valley single file, were almost on it Then the cat  the eaves and in the cornices. The cities of
side or the character of the ground, In the ind on reacl bottom of the vallev, widened a little, spruce and aspens. fringing turned down hill, but too late, for it was the southwestern states are to be congratu-
deep snow they « a real servic of went as fast as the snow would allow the stream at the bottom while the sides overtaken within 50 yvards. This ended our lated on having this spirited, attractive little
course tl had t ide their horses Finally we heard the pack aeain barking were bare. Here we struck a fresh bobeat  hunting songster as a familiar dweller around their
file through the dnfts the time my  treed and started toward them, They had trail leading off up one of the mountain One Sunday we rode down some six miles  houses and in tl gardens
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