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L A  A N T I G U A Carpenter Writes Among Ruins 
of the Oldest City of 

Spanish America

A  C apita l W h ic h  R ose  and Fell B efo re  W a sh in g to n  B egan to  B e—I ts  G ra n d  C a th edra l

(C i'pj riç lil, 1 ;’ ! -. by K rank U. C a rp e n te r)

\ . \ T I G U A .  Guatemala.
( >1 have p robably  never 

heard  nf A ntigua?  N ev e r ­
theless it • was long one of 
the g rea t  cities of the 

, X or  ill A merican  continent. 
It w as  famous a hundred  
years before any se t tlement 

in the United S ta les  began to be. It bad its 
tens of thousands when our D utch  ances­
tor-  landed on M anha t tan  island, and its col­
leges  and its cathedra l  when the boys of the 
Pilgrims were first t r o t t in g  the cow paths 
which formed the s t ree ts  of old Boston. It 
hail palaces and publie buildings when we 
had only log cabins, and its ruins s h o w  tha t  
it far surpassed  any o th e r  ci ty of N or th  
America for 200 or  more years af ter  the 
continent was discovered.

The Old Capital of Spanish America.

1 have seen all the ruined cities of the 
world, but ! know none more  in terest ing  
than those  of this old capital of Spanish 
America. 1 have t ram ped  th rough  the 
s treets  of Pompeii, and have explored the 
remains of Z imbabwe in n o r the rn  Rhodesia.
J have explored T im gad . the once buried 
capital which is now being excavated  on the 
■ edge of the Sahara,  and have w andered  
about over the site of old C a r thage  A few 
years ago I was in Baalbek, tha t  old ruin m 
the m ounta ins of Lebanon, and it is onl> a 
few w eeks  since I wrote  to you about <}ui- 
rigua. the city of the M ayans in the Mola- 
gi,a valley, not far from here.

The ryins of Antigua lie at the foot of 
tw o  mightv volcanoes. th e y  represent a 
metropolis  which was des troyed again ami 
again by ea r thquake  and e ruptions until the 
people of G uatemala gave up in despair  and 
moved their  capital to  where  it is now.

The  site of the ci ty is 30 miles ft oui the 
rai lroad, and it took me 10 hour-  of hard 
r iding on the hack of a mule to  reach it. It 
was si tuated here in the m ounta ins  on the 
slope- of the Volcano de Agua and  of the 
Volcano de l ucgo.  which, transla ted  into 
English, mean the m ounta ins  of fire and of

water .
These m ounta ins  are symmetrical  vol­

canoes. Each is as beautiful as Fujiyam a in 
lapan. or  the Moyon volcano of sou thern  
Luzon. Euego now and then rumbles and 
it is said tha t  it may at any t ime break out 
in eruption. 1 he \  oleauo dc Agua is now 
q u ie t . ' but  14 year-  af ter  the old city was 
sta r ted  it burst  forth  in a deluge of w ate r  
and reduced it to ruins. Some think the 
w ater  came from a lake in the volcano, 
which the eruption  threw out like a mighty 
cloud hurst ,  and o thers  say that  it came 
from torrential  rains, which had been p o u r ­
ing for seven days and which rolled down 
the mountains, hearing tore-ts , rocks and 
earth  in the ir  floods.

T h a t  first citv was founded by Pedro  Al­
varado only 32 years  af ter  Columbus first 
crossed the Atlantic. Alvarado was an offi­
cer of Cortez, and he was sent w ith an arm y 
(it 25' ' Spaniards to  conquer the countr ies  of 
Central  \ tnerica. He enlisted g rea t  hordes 
of Indians, subduing the natives. He re ­
duced tribe after  tribe to slavery, b rand ing  
them  and selling them in the public m a r ­
kets.  l ie  chose this place as his capital , 
and architects came over from Spain to  lay­
out the citv. It was just about the t ime of 
his death that the tow n was destroyed and 
the Indians here believe that it was largely 
done as a judgm en t  upon his w ife, w ho co m ­
plained to the Ford  because she had lost her  
husband.

A Seat of Culture  and Learning.

In rebuilding the city the Spaniards chose 
a site about two miles away and there e rec t ­
ed their  capital. This  rem ained in existence 
for 230 rea rs ,  when it was again des troyed  
b\- the same volcano which had b rought on 
the flood. The  new capital  was laid out with 
the idea th a t  it would  be th e  metropolis of 
N o r th  A merica and for genera t ions  it was 
th e  center  of culture and lea rn ing  of sou th ­
ern N o r th  America. It was des troyed in 
1773 hv ea r thquakes  and at th a t  t ime it had 
120.000 people. In lROO Boston had only
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P r a c t i c a l l y  S l a v e s — A G r o u p  of I n d i a n  W o r k m e n — Of fi ci al s  a n d  S o ld i e r s  a t  t h e  R ig h t .

24.000. and it w-as a oily of wood.
This  old capital  of G uatem ala  was a city 

of s tone and stucco. It< s t ree ts  were paved 
with stones,  and it had buildings w hich cov­
ered  acres. It had 40 churches, tour of 
which were parish churches, whose priests 
were under  the governm en t ,  and the others  
had been es tablished by the Spaniards,  who 
built them in g ra t i tude  for the p rosperi ty  
given by the Ford. T h e re  were also eight 
great  monaste ries ,  live convents ,  two big 
hospitals and three massive jails. Tlierf* 
were palaces galore, and outside the city 
were 70 Indian villages surrounding  it like 
the se t t ing  of a tinond.

fn the c en te r  of the city was a g rea t  plaza, 
upon which faced the cathedra l  500 feet long 
and 12" feet deep. 'This was l ighted bv 50 
windows, and over its g rand  a l tar  was a 
dome 70 feet high, supported  by 16 columns 
of stone faced with torto ise  shell and 
adorned by bronze medal lions of wonderful 
beauty.

The monastery of San Francisco had 
more than 3000 people within its walls, and 
the College of the Jesuits  was even more 
beautiful. F u r th e r  on 1 describe the ruins 
of these and o ther  buildings,  which give 
some idea of the magnif icence of the cap-tab

It was a wealthy  city. It- white inhabit ­
an ts  had thousands  of skiv es, and gold and 
silver w ere b rough t  in from the mountains 
and  -eut from here by the shipload to Spain. 
T he  land about was cultivated, and every ­
th ing  was p rosperous  beyond the dream s of 
avarice.

Des troyed  by E arthquakes .

'I hen came the ea r thquakes  and eruptions.  
In 1558 there  was a plague, and in 1583 there 
was a g rea t  ear thquake,  which destroved a 
large part of the city, ln 16U1 there was 
ano ther  plague,  and 5l) years la ter  the ear th  
trembled again, and masses of rock lulled 
down the m ounta in  slopes into the citv.

About a genera t ion  later  the plague came 
for a third time, and then after  a respite of 
30 years the volcano had ano ther  eruption, 
dur ing  which the ea r th  shook and the thick 
walls of the d iu re t ics  cracked like egg shell-. 
The last ear thquakes  were those  of 1773. At 
tha t  t ime the m ounta ins  seemed to he on a 
continuous shake, the tiles flew from the 
root- of the houses like straw - blown about 
in a gale of wind and the hells rung as the 
earth  trembled. The domes of the churches 
were -)>bt. the roofs of the monasteries  fell 
in and m any  m onks at prayer  were buried 
in the debris. At last the final ea r thquake  
was on the 13th of December. 1773. This 
des troyed so much of the city that the people 
decided to  move. T he  king  of Spain took it 
up and sent out hi- o rders  that the site of 
the capital  be changed. He was obeyed and 
the Guatem ala  City  of today  lies on a lm le  
pla teau  30 miles away. I t  is so surrounded’ 
by  ravines and gorges  that, the ea r thquakes  
do not trouble it. It was laid out on the 
plans of the old city, but  it has never reached 
it- magnificence,  and the population now is

at least 20.000 less than  was tha t  of the old 
capital at the t ime of the removal, now more 
than 139 years ago.

T h e  A n tigua  of Today.

1 wish I could show you the Antigua of 
today as it lies about me. Some of the old 
buildings have been repaired and new ones 
creeled , so tha t  we have now here a popula­
tion of perhaps 5000, made up of Indians 
and whites. T he  most of these people live in 
low mie-story buildings of brie U covered 
with stucco and roofed with red tiles. Much 
of the material has come from the old city 
and the windows have antiquated  balconies 
which extend nut over the st reet  and which 
are barred w ith wrought  iron, torn from the 
ruins. Some of the carved wood of Moorish  
design has been kept and not a few of the 
doors are quaint and antique.  Many of them 
have door knockers of iron, silver and lira--, 
and some have a lattice work over the win­
dows which reminds one of the Moors. 
There  is still a plaza in the center  ot the city, 
upon which stand the governm ent  buildings 
and the ruined cathedral . The  houses are 
painted all the colors of the rainbow . They 
stand close to the stree ts  and are entered  hv 
great doors,  which are  sometimes heavily- 
barred.

You ,-ec Indians every where, and Indian 
babies swarm. Nearly every w om an lias a 
baby at her  breast or  on her  back, and the 
hoys and girls go along with babies hung  to 
their  hacks a- they do i:i Japan. T h e  chil­
dren are pul to work early. 1 see Indian 
I mv- of -i.x carry ing burdens and gir ls of the 
same age tro tt ing  a long with loads on their  
heads.

From  the T o p  of the Cathedral.
But come with me and let tts take a look 

at the ruins, I have met here Fa ther  Koss- 
buch, a delightful priest,  who lias charge  of 
the old church of La Merced. He is an 
Mnerican who is doing missionary work 

am ong  the people of his faith in UentraJ 
\m criea .  and he has provided a guide for us 

in the person of a Grand Rapids boyr who has 
come here for his health. 'Flic hoy - name 
i- Lawrence l lcnner .  He speak- Spanish 
and lie can show Us about.

\\  e go to the plaza, and en ter ing  the ca ­
thedral wind our way around and a round up 
the narrow, dark steps of the tow er  until we 
come out on the m ighty  roof of the s t ruc ­
ture. It is formed by 14 great domes, which 
make one think of the buildings of Egypt.  
Back of these is the court,  now in ruins, the 
walls and roof having been torn away and 
mile the g rea t  columns with the ir  carved 
capitals -till intact. This building covers 
over  an acre and it was full of worshipers  
when we had only log churches.

The view from the roof is magnificent.  
W e can see how the city lies in a circular 
nest in the mountains. Outside the basin is 
covered with  coffee p lantations and within 
the buildings have patios whose gardens  and 
orchards make the -e t t ing  beautifully green. 
It is a town built in a forest and garden  with

these m igh ty  ruins rising out of the green.

Just next  the cathedral is the old un iver ­
sity. \ \  e en te r  the court,  which is su r round ­
ed by arcades where  walked the s tudents  of 
200 years ago. A par t  of the building is now 
used as a college and in the cour t  the school­
boys were drilling. 'The teacher,  w i th  two 
whips in his hands, i- d irec ting  the marching 
and I p h o tog raphed  the boys as they 
tram ped.

T h e  C onvent  of San Francisco.

M e take a carr iage  and drive to the C on ­
vent of San Francisco. Here are  the ruins 
of a m ighty  church and m onas te ry  w hich in 
their  prime must  have been of g rea t  beauty. 
'I'lie en trance  gates had s ta tues of marble 
and  above them are the eoats-of-arnts of ihe 
king  of Spain. M e pa.-s in th ro u g h  great  
pillars beautifully carved, en te r  a cour tyard  
and tlienee go  on to the body of the church. 
This is one mass of ruins, but  the Indians 
haves, made homes in the walls, and they 
have ca rpen te r  shops and blacksmith shop- 
whore the monks once m utte red  the ir  p ray ­
er-. Right over the arched door is a b eau ­
tiful s ta tue  of the Madonna,  and  in the 
niches of the church front are  14 s ta tues of 
saints. T h e  decora tion  within is wonderfu l ­
ly beautiful,  but there are trees now g ro w ­
ing in the main hall and moss and bushes 
cover the walls. R ight in the main body  of 
the building the Indian- have erected  an 
oven, w here  they cook, on the -i te of the 
ancient confessionals.

T h e re  is only one part of the old church 
which is still intact. This  is a little sacris ty 
at the left of the main entrance, w here  mass 
is regularly  said. This sacris ty has what l 
suppose are many of the o rnam en ts  of the 
old church. Its walls are covered with carv ­
ing-, oil pa in tings and sta tues pa in ted  with 
gold. A sta tue  of Christ,  with a cross on his 
hack, s tands in front of the altar . It i- robed 
in purple,  em bro idered  with gold and bands 
of gold lace. At the  right,  p ro tec ted  by bars 
of iron, is a recess in the wall which is said 
to contain the body of a famous pt iest. who 
w as so no ted  for his friendship for the poor 
tha t  if he found a sick man on the st reet  he 
would put  hindou his hack and carry  him to 
the hospital.  T h e re  are num erous  wax 
images h u n g  to the walls, of this grating. 
Some are of the Madonna, and o thers  are of 
legs and a rm -  -cut in by the sick, who hope 
to be cured. T h e re  arc candles bu rn ing  in 
front of this recess. Some of the oil pa in t ­
ing- from the old church are beautiful,  as 
arc also two benches of mosa ic  wood inlaid 
with ivory.

’Flu Church  of San Francisco was built in 
the shape of a cross, with  a central  hall, and 
a -mailer  hall eros . is ,.t r ight angles. 
Ju s t  over the cross were three domes, each 
as big as the largest  circus tent.  T w o  oi 
these domes arc -till intact,  but  the central  
one has been destroyed by the ear thquake,  
and tha t  part is roofed alone by the sky. 
The v ines have climbed up the w alls and en ­
tered the dome, and long lianas hang  down 
into the church. It is now 14" year-  since 
these buildings were de- t roved  and it- ruin- 
are practically unknow n It" they were s i t ­
uated near  Vesuv ius instead of near  the \  ol- 
cano <le Agua. they would Ne one of the 
wonders of the world, and would be men 
tinned m everv guide hook.

A M onastery  Ow ned  by Americans.
Mv next visit was to a Michigan inst i tu ­

tion. This  was the College and Monastery 
of Recollection, the es ta te  of which has been 
bought by Grand Rapids people and turned 
into a coffee p lantation. 1 am told that  they 
have also about 3000 acres on the sides of 
the Volcano de Agua and they  expect to 
plant  this to  corn.

T he  ruins of Recollection are about 300 
years old. T h e y  are am ong  the largest of 
the ancient caoital , covering  several acres. 
T he  walls are from tw o  to four feet in th ick ­
ness. but.  n o tw iths tand ing  that, the e a r th ­
quakes reduced them to  ruins.

T he  bui ldings w ere erected as a m onas ­
te ry  and college, hu t  the  m onas te ry  is now- 
used as a candle factory  and a place to  dry 
hides. I found a mill for g r inding tallow, 
much like one of the old tan bark mills which 
were formerly com m on in the United States.

in the sacristy, and under the dome a lot of 
green  hides were stretched. Nearby was an 
oven,  used for cooking tallow, and the burn ­
ing wood was smoking the al tar  and discol­
oring  the ancient walls. In the patio of the 
C ollege for Dirls i- now a cattle corral and 
Berkshire  pig- are rooting  a m ong  the debris. 
T he  estate which belonged to these build­
ings is now grow ing  coffee and fruits. 1 
went over  it with tin manager, Albert P. 
Flattie,  am! am ong  o ther  th ing- he showed 
me a great concrete  and stone sw imming 
hath, built by it- fo rmer owner. This ba th  
was in the patio. It i- 100 feet long and 10 
feet m depth. It i- formed of material-  front 
the ruins.

T h e  Priest  an American.
During my sta^ here 1 have visited the 

l hureh  of Merced, over which Fa ther  Ros-- 
bach. the \m er ican  of w hom I have spoken, 
ha-  charge It is a beautiful  building with  a 
front wonderfully carved. It is only 100 or  
200 years old and vv as partial ly des troyed bv  
the ear thquake.  Jt ha- been rebuilt  and now- 
stands on the ruins of the pa-t . The reason 
for it- reconstruction  is told as follows:

< hie day vv hen tile m ayor  and some of the 
town officials were going bv the ruins they  
heard a concord of sweet sounds. It  was at 
the time of vespers and they- wondered 
w here the music came from. T h ey  thought 
they must be mistaken and got o thers  to 
come and listen with them. The vespers 
continued and the people were so impressed 
tha t  they  decided to rebuild the church.

Fhis i- the tradit ion. The fact is that  the 
church stands and that  it i- one of the most  
beautiful  in Central America. During  mv 
visit to it it had been decorated bv the In ­
dians in honor  of a saint day. They  had 
draw ii a design of a beautiful rug  in the cen ­
ter  of tlie hall and made the ligure- of this in 
sand of different  colors. Wound this sweet- 
smell ing g rass was strewn, while palm 
leave» lay at the foot of the altar. As we 
looked Indian women came in and knelt  be ­
fore the M adonna,  crossing their hands and 
praying. During  the holy week the Indians 
take the sta tues of Christ and the M adonna 
and carry  them  th ro u g h  the city from night  
until morning, pray ing  the w hile.

fhis church has flat arches equal to the 
one at Panam a. Its roof is upheld with 
mighty pillars, and the con tras t  of the white 
of the walls and the red brick is refreshing. 
It i- a beautiful church, and it it were in E u ­
rope it would be one of the sights of u s  lo­
cality .

In the Coffee Fields.
This is a beautiful coun try  The soil is 

fertile and that abou t  A ntigua  is covered 
with  coffee and suga r  plantations.  The  cof­
fee trees grow from 15 to  18 feet high and 
they  are loaded with berries.  Manv of the 
plantat ions are in large es tates  beautifullv 
laid out  with wide avenues th rough  them , 
fi le avenues are shaded bv cryptomyerias ,  

and the vegetat ion is that  of the tropics.
I here are m any beautiful flowers, and 

great  t ree-  in blossom. Fhere are n u m e r ­
ous birds and this w hole v alley seems a G a r ­
den of F.ileu. It is no vvondei it was chosen 
as the site of the ancient capital,  and espe ­
cially <o from its beauty in contrast  to the 
desert niotintains above it.

FR \  X K <i. C A R P E N T E R .

W H E N  P A P A  
SLEEPS

Win n my p a 's  a w ak e  Id ' s  still 
Dis alike* you anti mo,

N p v e r  m a k e s  a  hi t  o f  noi se ,
Dis still a s  he can  be.

Tint when he goes to sleep, oh!
He m akes su ch  a  « la tte r ,

S oares you a lm ost h a lf  to dea th  
Wonci’r in g  w h a t 's  the  m atter .

F irs t  he g ives :# grow l or two,
T hen b eg ins to rum ble;

Then lets  out a snort o r  tw o;
T hen he'll g ro an  and  grum ble.

. W onder if pa s broke  inside.
O r been g e ttin g  ru ste d ?

'S p ee t I*d b e tte r  have him  fixed 
O r he 'll ^ a k e  up busted

— A nnie W ood O an trall.


