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BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY ARRIVES

Fall of Lens Matter o f Only a Few Hours

OF THE ALLIES
French and British Commis­

sioners to be Received by 
President Wilson at the 
White House Wednesday.

BRITISH SUBJECTS 

IN U. S. MUST SERVE

Unless They Volunteer in 
England’s Army They 
Will Be Drafted for Serv­
ice Under the Terms of 
the New Army Bill.

BALFOUR HERE NO OPPOSITION IN BRITISH FIGHT 
TO CONFER OH s e n a t e  t o  RUSHING THEIR WAY TO 
WAR PROBLEMS THROUGH BONDBWL OUTSKIRTS V

Washington, April 16.—With little 
discussion and no opposition, the senate 
flnance committee today reported fa­
vorably the 67,000,000,000 bond bill.

The bill will be rushed through the 
senate tomorrow to make available the 
flood of gold, Senator Simmons said.

Only three minor amendments were 
added to the bill as It came from the 
house.

TWO MINOR AMENDMENTS.
w __  __  ^ue amendment, at the suggestion of

r e a p l l  l lp r p  flf 5 *^0  t h i c  n f f p r  j Secretary McAdoo, was adopted. It Cu nere aT 0 , tm® alter- I provides the money may be deposited in
made today

Washington, April 16.— 
The British foreign minis­
ter, Arthur J. Balfour, has 
arrived in the United States. 
Formal announcement that 
the English statesman will

Measure Reported and Will 
Be Passed at Once, With 
Only Minor Amendments 
—House Approves Gen­
eral Deficiency Bill.

* ♦ * ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ * ♦
*  / *
*  CONSCRIPTION BEATEN +
*  IN HOUSE COMMITTEE *  
4* Washington, April 16.—On a ♦  
4> teat vote the prinolple of the <t>
*  selective draft incorporated In <t> 
•S* the general staff army bill was 4* 
4* beaten in the house military 4>
*  committee this afternoon by a ♦
*  9-to-8 vote. Ono member pres- ♦
4* ent, Field, of Kentucky, did 4* 
4> not vote. 4>
*  *  
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 A 4 4

noon was macie today in 
a statement regarding ar­
rangements for a reception 
at the White House on Wed­
nesday to all the allied com­
missioners — French and 
English.

WHITE HOUSE RECEPTION.
The White House reception of the al­

lied commissioners. It waa said, was 
piade eat the belief that the French 
■»embers would arrive before Wednes­
day.

One of the first questions to be tak ­
en up with the United States govern­
ment by Balfour will be arrangements 
to eubjeot British residents In the 
United States to conscription In the 
American army, or the option of vol­
unteering in the British army, It be­
came known today on unquestioned 
authority.

The mere fact that British subjects 
resident In America for numbers of 
years have failed to take out natural­
ization papers, It Is Intended, shall not 
exempt them from service either here 
or abroad.

Arrangements also will be discussed 
whereby Great Britain may be allowed 
to recruit British subjects In this coun­
try for her arm lee.

AMERICA’8 PART IN WAR.
America's part in the world war qf 

democracies against autocracy will 
then be definitely determined.

Not only the question of co-opera­
tion on the fighting field, but prob­
lems of feeding and furnishing tho 
European nations with munitions and 
money will be considered.

Foreign Minister Balfour will reach 
New Tork a t 6:S6 o’clock this after­
noon. He Is expected to continue on to 
Washington after a  brief stay In New 
York.

The exact time the French commis­
sioners are expected to arrive Is not 
known, but It Is believed they will be 
here some time Wednesday.

non-members of the federal reserve, 
also trust companies.

Another amendment expressly pro­
vides that the treasury certificates are 
exempt from taxation. A small change 
in the title was the only other amend­
ment. The words "and for the purpose 
of assisting In the prosecution of the 
war” were Inserted.

BILL GOE8 TO PRESIDENT.
The senate today adopted u n an i-; _________

mously the conference report on the ! P R O P O S E S  A TAX' 01? 
urgent deficiency bill, making avail- t ,  n  a f l * T t  a w  a w  
able to the president's use a t once the A  (jrALiJLiON ON
6100,600,006 for national defense, and 
was Immediately sent to the house.

GERMAN PLOTS TO 
BE LAID BARE BY 
THE GOVERNMENT
New Information Bureau 

Plans to Take the People 
Into Confidence as Fully 
as Possible.

Washington, April 16.—Sensa­
tional ramifications of German se­
cret service activities in the Unit­
ed States may soon be laid in full­
est account before the American 
public.

Creation of the public Informa­
tion bureau, to facilitate dissemin­
ation of government news, has sig­
nalized a growing sentiment among 
high administration sources to 
take the people as completely Into 
the confidence of the government 
as possible.

One of the first moves of full 
publicity advocates, It became 
known today, will be a strong ef­
fort to open up certain archives of 
the state department dealing with 
the German espionage.

George Creel, newly appointed 
head of the public Information 
bureau, arrived In Washington to ­
day, conferred with newspaper men 
over operation of the new publi­
city policy and later met with 
Secretaries Lansing, Daniels ahd 
Baker.

Everything points to a policy 
exactly the reverse of the strict 
military censorship of Great B rit­
ain, which so dissatisfied the 
British public and press.

FRENCH CITIES
Fierce Fighting Continues 

About Lens and Gradual­
ly the Great Coal Center 
Is Being Encircled by Of­
fensive Forces.

HEAVY ATTACKS BY 

THE GERMANS FAIL

Severe Losses Suffered by 
the Teutons in Thein. At­
tempts to Recapture Lost 
Positions Along the Ba- 
paume-Cambrai Road.

OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMON  
UNDERSTANDING NOW SEEN
Semi-Official Statement Declares the Dual Mon­

archy and Free Russia Are Striving Toward 
the Same Ends and Should Procure an Hon­
orable Peace.
Amsterdam, April 16.—Auilrla-Hungary regards ■  “bad* of understand- 

Ing easily capable of being readied with Rusaia, in view of the Identical be- 
liefa In the Ruaaian proviaional govemmenfa recant statement and theaa etet- 
ed by Foreign Miniator Czemin.

A ••mi-official statement giving thla Interpretation waa laeued In Vienna 
today—the first open, formal bid for peaoe with Russia.

“In view of the Ruaaian government's manifesto deolarlng that govern­
ment vine fighting only in thé defense of liberty, Austria-Hungary considers 
thie a baele of underetanding between the two oountriee,” the Vienna state­
ment said.

“The government perceives the Russian proviaional government deelrea 
to attain an aim which agrees with that which the Austro-Hungarian farmer 
minister gave on March 3 as this monarchy’s war aim,

FREIGHT TIED UP 
BECAUSE OF THE 
STRIKE OF BOISE 
TRUCK WORKERS
Ten Men Walk Out When 

Their Demand for In­
crease in Wages from $2 
to $2.50 a Day Is Rejected.

There is a freight tie-up at the Ore-
“It should not, In view of the conformity of alms between the gevemmente ?.!!!„i5h|0rV J-'"* frTl,h* .  d*i*TV N# 

of the central powers and those of the Russian provisional government, be ! i ;»*? "? 1*0,® v*d *or ehlpment
difficult to find a way toward an understanding.“ I ^  * * being unleaded. The

"Th* A«»*'-0-Hungarian government and the Russian provisional gevem- workers wWeh ttok ^ lk\ h î  t^ ° k 
ment,“ the statement continued, “ere in the same manner striving for a peace whichitook place this morning
honorable to both sides, which guaranteee the existence of honor and tho dos- the r^queata of tho mon mado 10
aibility of the development of the belligerent states.” *®° *or *n •dvano# *n wage* from

___  *2 to $2.50 par day for 10 hours’ work
This is the first admission from the central powers that they are angling WV  Ten "ion walked out.

for separate peace with Rusaia. It has been known that Germany was using 0r*.BO" #ho1? Lln* i°»rP«nters, who 
her Socialists in an effort to convince Russian radicals of the desirability c f . “ Ti *3'°° p*r day’ and m»mbere the 
peacs. Germany denied such efforts. But today in the Austro-Hungarian1!  8*"fl ?*l,,#d ln ■ nd •°*"«
semi-official statement, the Teutonio nations come definitely to the front with 1 ,r* aht waa unl®aded, but the bulk
such a proffer.

With the British Annies 
Afield, April 16.—British 
troops fought their way for­
ward in the outskirts of St.
Quentin and Lens today.

Just north of St. Quentin, 
they took the village of.
T ro is s a U V a g e S . I Socialists in the Teutonio empire have

Around three sides of'becom<* favored lndlvlduala- Th*ir 
Lens they were fiercely 
fighting against German de­
fenders and slowly encir­
cling the coal city.

ATTACKS BY GERMANS.

GERMANY TURNS TO 
SOCIALISTS IN HOPE 

OF BRINGING PEACE
Copenhagen, April 16.—Germany la 

secretly seeking to revive peace talk ln 
all belligerent countries.

She asks peace—still on her own 
terms — though doubtless somewhat 
amended. In December Germany asked 
pedee and was refused. Now she is 
planning to maneuver the allies Into 
asking her for peace.

The scheme as established by Infor­
mation from high sources here today 
Is an ambitious one and world-wide ln 
Its scope.

Positive confirmation of unofficial 
overtures from Berlin to the United 
States, as reported ln United Press dis­
patches last Thursday, was obtained 
today. The hint came even stronger 
from German official sources that the 
United States would do well to send 
Colonel E. M. House to The Hague for 
conference with German representa­
tives.

CATERING TO SOCIALISTS
The main Intrigues, however, where­

by Germany hopes to s tart a  move­
ment for her armies to ask Berlin for 
peace was apparently being exerted 
through German Socialiste. Suddenly

! leaders have been assiduously cultl- 
‘ vated by German officials. The Ger­
man censorship has been unprecedently 
loosened to permit their communicat­
ing with Socialists ln such enemy 
countries as Russia. Most of all the 
drastic German rules prohibiting de­
parture of her men from the empire

GERMAN -SOCIALIST 
WILL TALK PEACE

m

pwiip
Washington. April 16.—Reports have 

reached this country to the effect that

DISTILLED LIQUOR
*»* « 2

war was mads by Senator Kenyon lnconference report. The bill now goes 
to the president.

DRAFT OF MILITARY BILL.
A tentative draft of the military ser­

vice bill along the general lines submit -

the senate. He Introduced a bill pro­
posing to raise the Internal revenue 
tax upon distilled liquor to 610 per 
gallon, excepting liquor used for sac-

THE WEATHER.

Foreeast for Boise and vicinity, 
PROBABLY OCCASIONAL RAIN OR 
BNOW TONIGHT AND TUE8DAY. 
Highest temperature yesterday, 37; 
lowest temperature this morning, 31; 
mean temperature yesterday, 33. To­
tal precipitation for the 24 hours end­
ing at 6 a. m., .33 of an inch.

Below normal temperatures prevail 
in all parte of the country today ex- 
cept in the south. The lowest record­
ed this morning was 14 degrees above 
aero at Winnemucca, Nev.

Conditions are unsettled in Idaho 
and rain or anew is forecasted for ail 
eeetiens of tha state for tonight and 
tomorrow, with freezing temperature 
tonight.

WAR TAX WILL COST 
STEEL TRUST CLOSE 

TO A HALF MILLION
New York, April 16.—The proposed 

government war taxes on corporations 
will cost the United States Steel cor­

poration 6437,000,000, according to 
statements by Judge E. H. Gary, chair­
man of the board of directors, presentsd 
a t a stockholders' meeting held ln Ho­
boken this afternoon.

"That othpr laws will be passed no 
one a t the present time can doubt,” he 
said. “The burden which will be Im­
posed upon corporations and Individ­
uals will be large. 1 am sure no loyal 
citizen can object, providing there Is a 
fair and equitable distribution of the 
burden.”

Such a  rate is about 10 times the 
present tax.

ted by the war department was begun ! ramental, medicinal or scientific pur- 
by the house committee on military af- | poses, 
fairs today. The committee Is expected 
to report the bill by the end of the 
week.

All the hearings were closed today 
but additional data was submitted.

A change In the ages of the compul­
sory system from 19 to 26. to 21 to 24 
has been suggested In the committee, 
but nothing definite has yet been 
evolved from the hearings.

PROHIBITIVE LIQUOR TAX.
The nation-wide prohibition amend­

ment was Introduced Into the senate by 
Senator Jones of Washington today. So 
drastic are the provisions that even the 
manufacture of liquor would be pro­
hibited.

WARNING AGAINST 
FAKE REVOLUTION

Mlnenapolis, April 16—Germany is 
likely to fake a revolution ln order that 
It may pull the wool over the eyes of 
Amerlcca, Professor Samuel N. Harper 
ot the University of Chicago said here 
today.

"The German government may stage 
this fake revolution, so that It may 
turn to Amerlcca and say, 'You said 
you had po quarrel with the German 
people but with the German govern­
m ent Now the German people have 
gained control of the German govern­
m ent and there Is nothing left for you 
but peace.'

"Russia knows German Intrigue, and 
I know there Is no possibility of Ger­
man Intrigue winning a  separate Rus 
slan peace. But I am not sure about 
America, because the American peo­
ple as a  whole do not understand 
European politics.”

Again early today the Germans ;and holding of communication with ; Philip Scheldemann, the well kngwn
enemy citizens, has been formally German Socialist has gone to Russia 
raised to permit departure of Philip to talk separate peace with the new 
Scheldemann and other Socialists for ! Russian government By reason of the

threw two more strong attacks a t B rit­
ish positions a t Monchy Le Preux. 
Both failed. The British artillery, con­
centrated a devastating fire a t the 
massed attacks.

Another German attack—likewise ln

tied up.
The men elalm that wtth the rapidly 

advancing cost of living they oannet 
support their families on the email 
wages paid and will not return to work 
unless given the raise requested.

C. E. Chrisman, freight agen^ de­
clined to make a statement oonoemlng 
the strikt, but admitted the men walked 
out because their demanda for In- 
oreased pay were net met.

TO MAKE SURVEY OF 
ARID LANDS WHICH 

CAN BE RECLAIMED
Chicago, April IS.—Enroute west, 

where he will make a survey of ail 
arid lands which could possibly be 
reclaimed for agricultural purposes 
ln the present food crisis, J. F. 
Blanchard, statistician for the Uni­
ted States reclamation Service, a r­
rived ln Chicago today from Wash­
ington. He said the government 
would systematically go about the 
business of seeing that every avail­
able acre Is cultivated.

IOWA BONE DRY LAW 
GOES INTO EFFECT

Dee Moines, la., April 16.—Iowa is 
"bone dry" today. There Is absolutely 
no way of getting liquor into Iowa 
legally except for lawful purposes of 
sacrament and medicine manufac­
ture and then only by druggists or 
doctors, after speolal permits have 
been obtained. The average lndltéd- 
ual may not bring Intoxicants Into the 
state oarer the public hlgnways, or ln a 
suitcase as personal baggage on a  
train.

Railroads have agreed with the state 
attorney general's office not to trans­
port liquor into Iowa sxcept to permit 
holders.

conferences with Socialist comrades of 
enemy nations.

The Russian government may not be
great force—was made on both sides *n wlth Germany’s intrigue, but
of the Bapaume-Cambral road against : £erta‘nly Russian Ultra-Socialists have 
Hermies, Noreull and Lagnlcourt. The I , e" communicaUng with German So- 
British held firm at Hermies and No- | , a, ®ts and some Russlan radicals have 
reuil, but the enemy obtained a  foot- *eft wlGi
hold on a  spur 2000 yards to the north 
of Penebaling and Lagnlcourt. Imme­
diately, however, the British counter 
attacked and swept the enemy out. 
The Germans lost heavily In this a t­
tack and the subsequent British coun­
ter attack.

NINE AMERICANS IN 
THE CASUALTY LIST

Ottawa, Ont. April 16.—Nine Amer­
icans are listed In the Canadian cas­
ualty lists today, of whom one, Lieu­
tenant Lisle Craddock Ramsay, Mont­
clair, N. J., has been killed ln action. 
Lieutenant Thomas Breechaft, Rose 
City, Mich., and Lieutenant R. E. 
Banks. Cleveland, are wounded.

Other wounded are: Lance Corpor­
al H. L. Trimmer, Lewiatown, Mont; 
Private L. E. Johnson, Denny Brook, 
N. D., Private S. Carpenter, Dee 
Moines, la.

MYSTERIOUS FIRE 
IN CHICAGO PLANT

Chicago, April 16.—What is said to 
have been the seventh mysterious fire 
ln three days caused 610,000 worth of 
damage ln the acid room of the Sher­
win-Williams Paint company’s dye de­
partment today.

As the fire spread through the fac­
tory 7000 employes. 1000 of whom were 
women, fled from the various build­
ings fearing bomb explosions.

The Sherwin-Williams company was 
the first to begin the manufacture of 
dyes after the war shut off the Ger­
man supply.

AMERICAN GUNBOAT 
INTERNED BY TURKS

Washington, April 16.—It is officially 
reported that the Turks have Interned 
the American gunboat Scorpion. The 
internment has been expected some 
time, ln accord with the rule requiring 
a  belligerent war vessel to leave port 
within a  prescribed time.

BRITISH BATTERING 
WAY TOWARD LENS 
AND SAINT QUENTIN

London, April 16.—In the face of the 
fiercest opposition yet rallied against 
the British drive, Field Marshal Haig's 
forces today battered their way still 
further around Lens and pushed an ­
other wedge to within a mile and a 
half of the Cambrai-St. Quentin line.

"We progressed to the northwest of 
Lens," was the British commander-in- 
chlefs laconic comment of that point 
in the fighting where British forces 
have straddled the famed Hlndenburg 
line.

Haig also announced the capture of 
Vlllaret, southeast of Hargicourt. Its 
taking, by British troops widens the 
wedge thrust against the main Hin- 
denburg line of communications from 
St. Quentin to Cambrai on a front of 
approximately five miles.

AFTER S PARATE PEACE.
Germany Is evidently exerting tre ­

mendous pressure through using her 
Socialists for a separate peace with 
Russia. That may be the main part of 
her peace plotting. But the feeling en­
countered today indicated this as only 
a part of the German scheme to obtain 
a  strategic position. It was noted In 
all the peace "feelers" Germany Is care­
fully avoiding any mention of terms.

In the meanwhile, German newspa­
pers in obviously Inspired articles are 
reiterating the fact that Germany can 
not make any Important concessions 
from the terms unofficially noised about 
a t the time of von Betlimann-Hollweg's 
proffer In December.

The Danish foreign office today for­
mally declared Danish Socialists were 
not participating ln the supposed So­
cialist conferences.

ch&otlo condition of affairs ln Russia 
It is feared ln allied capitals that 
Scheldemann’s mission may be suo- 
cessfuL

SHORE RADIO STATION 
LICENSES REVOKED BY 
THE NAVY DEPARTMENT

Washington, April 16.—In keeping 
with President Wilson's recent procla- 
ation turning wireless stations over to 
the navy. Secretary Daniels today an ­
nounced all licenses for shore radio 
stations are suspended during the war.

Any one operating a  station ln de­
fiance of the president’s orders “will 
be under suspicion as being an enemy 
agent.”

ORDER I88UED BY DANIELS.
Daniels Issued the following state­

ment along with the president’s execu­
tive order: “All licenses for radio sta­
tions on shone are suspended for the 
duration of the war. The secretary of 
the navy has directed that during the

DUMMY” TESTIFIES 
IN OIL LAND CASE

New York, April 16.—The first wit-j war all'rad io  sending and" receiving 
ness in the government suit to recover i stations, other than those operated by 
valuable oil lands from 14 California I the United States government be. 

companies before United States closed. A station Is considered closed

BIG TANK STEAMER 
SUNK BY SUBMARINE
New York, April 18,—The British 

tank steamer Narragansett, one of the 
largest bulk oil carriers afloat has been 
torpedoed and sunk off the Irish a o as t 
It Is reported. Tha Narragansett waa a 
ship of 6116 tons. Reports of the sub­
marining were brought by officers 
aboard a British ship. The Anglo- 
American Oil company owned the Nar­
ragansett

BERNHARDT SERIOUSLY ILL
IN A NEW YORK HOSPITAL.

New York, April 16.—Mme. Sarah 
Bernhardt noted French actress, la 
seriously 111 a t Mount Sinai hospital 
here today. Her condition was de­
scribed as “very serious"

Mme. Bernhardt la suffering from 
an Infection of the kidneys Owing to 
her advanced age, some concern ie felt 
for her, but her condition was re ­
ported today to be somewhat Improv­
ed over yesterday.

8NOWSTORM IN KANSAS.
Topeka, Kan. April 16.—Snow, fol. 

lowed by rain, fell ln many parts of 
northern and northeastern Kansas to ­
day. The rain in some sections Is 
bringing out the wheat, which It waa 
believed had been entirely killed.

five miles to the north of Fresnoy-Le- 
Petit and Pontru—both already in 
British hands and both 1V4 miles from 
the Cambral-St. Quentin line.

GERMAN ATTACK REPUL8ED.
The German defense was centering 

around Monchy Le Preux.
"The enemy attack at Monchy Mon­

day,” Haig's report asserted today, 
“was pressed ln the most determinfd 
manner. The Third Bavarian division 
was again hurried aa a  reinforcement 
to the German line and ordered to re­
take Monchy at all coats. Its losses, 
like that of other German troops, was 
exceptionally heavy.

"Estimate of the booty captured at 
Llevlen and along the Souches river is 
not available yet, but It was exceed­
ingly large Including some naval 
guns and many thousands of rounds of 
ammunition of all calibers, aa far as

Commissioner Hitchcock today re­
vealed that he, as a dummy owner, 

Vlllaret is j turned over a tract worth millions for
the sum of 6506.

By use of ' dummies,'* men who con­
formed with government regulations ln 
taking up the land under homestead 
laws, the government alleges, the com­
panies secured 22,006 acres of San Joa­
quin valley land worth 636,006,006 for 
a few thousand dollars 

Prank B. Chapman, salesman of 
Elizabeth, N. J., testified he received

only when Its antenna la lowered, colled 
and sealed: ground connection broken 
and the apparatus dismantled and 
packed away. It Is Incumbent upon 
the owners themselves to close their j rovy morning to discuss 
stations I stand shall be on the

B U L L E T I N S
SENATORS TO CAUCUS. 

Washington, April 16.—Republican 
senators will cauous at 10:30 tomor- 

what their 
17,000,000,000

"Failure to close a station win result I bond issue and selective conscription 
in its apparatus being confiscated by bills, 
the government The owner of a sta-

(Contlnued on Fags t e a )

tlon operating In defiance of thla order 
will be under suspicion of being an 
enemy agent

It Is requested that fullest publicity
6600 for the use of his name from L. I be given thla notice In order that all 
B. McMurtry, a Pomona, Cal., oil agent.

SON BORN ON ANNIVERSARY
OF THE SINKING OF TITANIC.

New York, April 16.—On the fifth 
anniversary of the sinking of the Ti­
tanic It became known today, a son 
was born to Mrs. William K. Disk, 
widow of John Jacob Astor, who went 
down with the big ship and whose 85,- 
000.060 fortune Mrs. Dick renounced to

STRIKE IN BERLIN.
London, April 16.—Travelers arriv­

ing in Holland from Germany, a°oord- 
Ing to an Amsterdam dlspatoh, re­
port that a general strike commenced

persons may be acqqualnted with theae ,n Ber,in this morning and that rlota 
requirements. The secretary of tho hav® t*k®n Pla0* in tha German eapl- 
navy takes this means of Informing 
the public.” I

-----------------------  ! TO WELCOME COMMISSION.
INCREASE IN WAGES L-î***!!!’/JE*1 1#~!i waaXT _. . . . . . .  I today that tha committae of woloomo

New York, April 16. The Standard appointed to receive in the United 
Oil company of New Jersey today an- States the Franco-British commission

♦“ J ncrea8<l pay ra“*‘n« was in Boston. Their arrival wee kept 
from 16 to IS per cent to wage earn- very quiet and absolutely ne informe- 

wed her present husband about a year I era in their refineries, effective Mon- tie!? eencsrning their m ovem ent?^*  
** I «ay. 1 given out.


