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BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY ARRIVES

Fall of Lens Matter of Only a Few Hours

BALFOUR HERE
10 CONFER ON
WAR PROBLEMS
OF THE ALLIES

French and British Commis-
sioners to be Received by
President Wilson at the
White House Wednesday.

BRITISH SUBJECTS
IN U. 8. MUST SERVE

Unless They Volunteer in
England’s Army They
Will Be Drafted for Serv-
ice Under the Terms of
the New Army Bill.

Washington, April 16.—
The British foreign minis-
ter, Arthur J. Balfour, has
arrived in the United States.
Formal announcement that
the English statesman will
reach here at 5:30 this after-
noon was made today in
a statement regarding ar-
rangements for a reception
at the White House on Wed-
nesday to all the allied com-
misgioners — French and
English.

WHITE HOUSE RECEPTION.

The White House reception of the al-
Hed commissioners, it was sald, was
made en the belief that the French
members would arrive befors Wednes-
day.

One of the first questions to be tak-
en up with the unlted States govern-
ment by Balfour will be arrangements
to subject British residents in the
United Btates to conscription in tife
American army, or the option of vol-
unteering in the British army, It be-
came known today on unquestioned
authority.

The mere fact that British subjects
resident in America for numbers of
years have falled to take out natural-
fzation papers, it is Intended, shall not
exempt them from service either here
or abroad.

Arrangements also will be discussed
whereby Great Britain may be allowed
to recruit British subjects In this coun-
try for her armies,

AMERICA'S PART IN WAR.

America’s part In the world war qof
democracies against autocracy will
then be definitety determined.

Not only the question of co-opera-
tion on the fighting fleld, but prob-
lems of feeding and furnishing the
FBuropean nations with munitions and
money will be considered.

Forelgn Minister Balfour will reach
New York at B:80 o'clock this after-
noon. He is expected to continue on to
‘Washington after a brief stay in New

Measure Reported and Will
Be Passed at Once, With
Only Minor Amendments
—House Approves Gen-
eral Deficiency Bill.

(AL E X AR R X
/

CONSCRIPTION BEATEN
IN HOUSE COMMITTEE
Washington, April 16.—On a
test vote the principle of the
selective draft incorporated In
the general staff army bill was
beaten in the house military
committes this afternoon by a
9-to-8 vote. One member pres-
ent, Field, of Kentucky, did
not vote.
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‘Washington, April 16.—With little
discussion and no opposition, the senate
finance committee today reported fa-
vorably the $7,000,000,000 bond bill.

The bill will be rushed through the
senate tomorrow to make avallable the
Nlood of gold, Senator Simmons said,
| Only three minor amendments were
“'added to the bill as it came from the
house,
| Two miNor AMENDMENTS.
| One amendment, at the suggestion «f
‘Sacreury McAdoo, was adopted. It
provides the money may be deposited in
non-members of the federal reserve,
also trust companies.

Another amendment expressly pro-
vides that the treasury certificates are
exempt from taxation. A small change
in the title was the only other amend-
ment, The words “and for the purpose
of assisting in the prosecution of the
war” were inserted.

BILL GOES TO PRESIDENT.

The senate today adopted unani-
mously the conference report on the
urgent deficiency bill, making avail-
able to the president's use at once the
$100,000,000 for national defense, and
was immediately sent to the house.

The house this afternoon adopted the
conference report., The bill now goes
to the president.

DRAFT OF MILITARY BILL.

A tentative draft of the military ser-
vice blll ulong the general lines submit-
ted by the war department was begun
by the house committee on military af-
fairs today. The committee is expected
to report the bill by the end of the
week,

All the hearings were closed today
but additional data was submitted.

A change in the ages of the compul-
sory system from 19 to 25, to 21 to 24
has been suggested in the committee,
but nothing definite has yet been
evolved from the hearings,

PROHIBITIVE LIQUOR TAX.

The natlon-wide prohibition amend-
ment was introduced into the senate by
Senator Jones of Washington today. So
drastic are the provisions that even the
manufacture of liquor would be pro-
hibited.

WAR TAX WILL COST
STEEL TRUST CLOSE
TO A HALF MILLION
New York, April 16.—The proposed
government war taxes on corporations

will cost the United States Steel cor-
poration $437,000,000, according to

NO OPPOSITION IN
SENATE TO RUSHING
THROUGHBOND BILL

GERMAN PLOTS TO
BE LAID BARE BY
THE GOVERNMENT

New Information Bureau
Plans to Take the People
Into Confidence as Fully
as Possible.

Washington, April 16.—Sensa-
tional ramifications of German se-
cret service activities in the Unit-
ed States may soon be laid in full-
est account before the American
publie,

Creation of the public Informa-
tion bureau, to facilitate dissemin-
ation of government news, has sig-
nalized a growing sentiment among
high administration sources to
take the people as completely into
the confidence of the government
as possible,

One of the first moves of full
publicity advocates, it became
known today, will be a strong ef-
fort to open up certain archives of
the state department dealing with
the German espionage,

George Creel, newly appointed
head of the public information
bureau, arrived in Washington to-
day, conferred with newspaper men
over operation of the mew publi-
city policy' and later met with
Secretaries Lansing, Danfels and
Baker,

Everything points to a pollcy
exactly the reverse of the strict
military censorship of Great Brit-
ain, which so dissatistied the
British public and press,

PROPOSES A TAX OF
$10 A GALLON ON
DISTILLED LIQUOR

‘Washington, April 16.—A move to
restrict the use of liquor during the
war was made by Senator Kenyon In
the senate. He Introduced a bill pro-
posing to ralse the internal revenue

tax upon distilled liquor to $10 per
| gallon, excepting liquor used for sac-
ramental, medicinal or scientific pur-
poses,

Buch a rate is about 10 times the
| present tax.

WARNING AGAINST
FAKE REVOLUTION

of the University of Chicago said here
today.

“The German government may stage
this fake revolution, so that it may
turn to Americca and say, ‘You sald
you had pe quarrel with the German
people but with the German govern-
ment. Now the German people have
gained control of the German govern-
ment, and there is nothing left for you
but peace.’

“Russia knows German intrigue, and
I know there is no possibility of Ger-
man intrigue winning a separaté Rus-
sian peace. But I am not sure about
America, because the American peo-
ple as a whole do not understand

Afield, April 16.—British

of Penebaling and Lagnicourt. Imme-

Minenapolls, April 16.—Germany is ter attack.
likely to fake a revolution in order that | PRI
it may pull the wool over the eyes of!
Americca, Professor Samuel N. Harper BRITISH BATTERING

BRITISH FIGHT
THER WAY T0
OUTSKIRTS OF
FRENCH CITIES

Fierce Fighting Continues
About Lens and Gradual-
ly the Great Coal Center
Is Being Encircled by Of-
fensive Forces.

HEAVY ATTACKS BY
THE GERMANS FAIL

Severe Losses Suffered by
the Teutons in Their. At-
tempts to Recapture Lost
Positions Along the Ba-
paume-Cambrai Road.

With the British Armies

troops fought their way for-

ward in the outskirts of St.

Quentin and Lens today.
Just north of St. Quentin,

they took the village of,

Troissauvages. :

Around three sides of|
Lens they were fiercely
fighting against German de-
fenders and slowly encir-
cling the coal city.

ATTACKS BY GERMANS.

Again early today the Germans
threw two more strong attacks at Brit-
| 1sh positions at Monchy Le Preux,
Both failed. The British artillery, con-
centrated a devastating fire at the
massed attacks.

Another German attack—Itkewise In
great force—was made on both sides
of the Bapaume-Cambral road against
Hermies, Noreuil and Lagnicourt. The|
British held firm at Hermies and No- |
reuil, but the enemy obtained a foot-
hold on a spur 2000 yards to the north

the British counter

diately, however,
attacked and swept the enemy out,
The Germans lost heavily in this at-
tack and the subsequent British coun-

WAY TOWARD LENS
AND SAINT QUENTIN

London, April 16.—In the face of the
fiercest opposition yet rallied against
the British drive, Field Marshal Halg's
forces today battered their way still
further around Lens and pushed an-
other wedge to within a mile and a
half of the Cambral-St. Quentin line.

“We progressed to the northwest of
Lens,” was the British commander-in-
chiet's laconic comment of that point
in the fighting where British forces
have straddled the famed Hindenburg
line.

Halg also announced the capture of

Semi-Official Statement Deglares the Dual Mon-
archy and Free Russia Are Striving Toward
the Same Ends and Should Procure an Hon-

orable Peace.

Amsterdam, April 186 —Austria-Hungary regards a “basls of understand-
ble of hed with Russia, in view of the Identical be-
liefs in the Russian provisional government’s recent statement and those stat-

Ing” easily being r
ed by Foreign Minister Czernin.

tod,

A semi-official statement giving this Interpretation was Issued In Vienna
ay—the first open, formal bid for peace with Russia.

“In view of the Russian government's
mant was fighting only in the defense of liberty, Austria-Hungary censlders
of understanding between the twe countries,” the Vienna state-

this a basis
ment said.

“The government percelves the Russian provislenal government deeires

OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMON
UNDERSTANDING NOW SEEN

manifeste declaring that gevern-

to attain an aim which agrees with that which the Austro-Hungarian fermer

minister gave on March 3 as this monarchy’s war alm.
“It should not, in view of the conformity of aims bety
of the central powers and those of the
diffioult to find a way toward an understanding.”
“The Austro-Hungarian government and the Russian provisional

ment,” the statement continued,
honorable to both sides, which g

This Is the first admission from the central

for separate peace with Russia.
her Socialists in an effort to

“are in the same manner striving for a peace
uarantees the existence of honor and the pos-
sibility of the development of the belligerent

It has bnq known that Germany was using

the gover
Russian provisional government, be

gevern-

states.”

powers that they are angling

dieal

peace. Germany denied such
somi-official t, the T

of the desirability of

.. /8on Bhort Line freight depet.
lﬁdght Is being received for shipment

$2 to $250

wae rej

FREIGHT TIED UP
BECAUSE OF THE
STRIKE OF BOISE
TRUCK WORKERS

Ten Men Walk Out When

Their Demand for Im-
crease in Wages from $3
to $2.50 a Day Is Rejected.
There s a freight tie-up at the Ore-
Ne
and but little ls being unloaded. The

tie-up is caused by a strike of the truok
workers, which took place this momin
when the requests of the men made 18

days ago for an advance In wages from
day #or 10 hours’ werk

. Ten men walked out.

Oregon 8hort Line ocarpenters, whe

oarn $3.50 per day, and membere of the

RUSSIA

efforts. .!u( today in the Austre-Hungarian

dafi

jseotion gang were called in and some
freight was unloaded, but the bulk was

such a proffer. ¥

come

itely to the front with tied up.

The men olaim that with the rapidly

e e e e

|Soclalists for a separate peace with
|Russia, That may be the maln part of

GERMANY TURNS TO

SOCIALISTS IN HOPE
OF BRINGING PEACE

GERMAN SOCIALIST
WILL TALK PEACE

Oopenhagen, April 16.—Germany Is
secretly seeking to revive peace talk in
all belligerent countries.

She asks peace—still on her own
terms — though doubtless somewhat
amended. In December Germany asked
pedce and was refused. Now she is
planning to maneuver the allies into
asking her for peace, ”

The scheme as established by infor-
mation from high sources here today
is an ambitlous one and world-wide in
its scope,

Positive confirmation of unofficial
overtures from Berlin to the United
Btates, as reported in United Press dis-
patches last Thursday, was obtained
today. The hint came even stronger
from German official sources that the
United States would do well to mend
Colonel E. M. House to The Hague for
conference with German representa-
tives,

CATERING TO SOCIALISTS.

The main Intrigues, however, where-
by Germany hopes to start a move-
ment for her armies to ask Berlin for
peace was apparently being exerted
through German Soclalists. Suddenly
Socialists in the Teutonic empire have
become favored individuals, Their
leaders have been assiduously culti-
vated by German offictals, The Ger-
man censorship has been unprecedently
loosened to permit their communicat-
ing with BSoclalists in such enemy
countries as Russla. Most of all the
drastic German rules prohibiting de-
parture of her men from the em»m‘
and of holding of communjcation with |
enemy citizens, has been formally!
ralsed to permit departure of Philip
Scheldemann and other Socialists for
conferences with Boclalist comrades of
enemy natlons,

The Russlan government may not be

certainly Russlan ultra-Socialists Yuve{
been communicating with German So-
clalists and some Russian radicals hav
left for conference with Germans. |
AFTER 8 PARATE PEACE. '
Germany is evidently exerting tre-
mendous pressure through using her

her peace plotting. But the feeling en-
countered today imdicated this as only
& part of the Gerian scheme to obtain
& strategic position. It was noted in
all the peace ““feelers” Germany is care-
fully avoiding any muntion of terms.
In the meanwhile, Gorman newspa-
pers in obviously inspired articles are
reiterating the fact that Germany can
not make any important concessions
from the terms unofficially noised about
at the time of von Bethmann-Hollweg's

reached this country to the effect that
Phillp Scheldemann, the well kn#wn

Scheldemann's mission may be sug-
falling jn with Germany’s intrigue, but ; cessful.

SHORE RADIO STATION
LICENSES REVOKED BY
THE NAYY DEPARTMENT

with President Wilson's recent procla-
ation turning wireless stations over to
the navy, Becretary Danlels today an-
nounced all licenses for shore radio
stations are suspended during the war.

flance of the president's orders “will

Philip Scheidemann,

.

‘Washington, April 16.—Reports have

German Socialist, has gone to Russia
1to talk separate peace with the new
! Russian government, By reason of the
chaotio condition of affairs in Russia
it is feared in allled capitals that

Washington, April 16.—In keeping

Any one operating a station in de-

proffer in December, be under suspicion as being an enemy

The Danish foreign office today for-
mally declared Danish Soclalists were
not participating in the supposed So-
cialist conferences,

“DUMMY"’ TESTIFIES
IN OIL LAND CASE

New York, April 16.—The first wit- |

agent.”

ORDER ISSUED BY DANIELS.

Daniels issued the following state-
ment along with the president’s execu-
tive order: “All licenses for o sta-
tions on shore are suspended for the
duration of the war. The secretary of
the navy has directed that during the
war all radio sending and receiving

advancing cost of living they ecannet
support their families on the small
wages paid and will not return to work
unless given the raise requested.

C. E. Chrisman, freight agent, de-
olined to make a statement concernin
the strike, but admitted the men wal
out because their demands fer In-
oreased pay were not met.

TO MAKE SURVEY OF
ARID LANDS WHICH
CAN BE RECLAIMED

Chicago, April 16.—Enroute west,
where he will make a survey of all
arid lands which could possibly be
reclaimed for agricultural purposes
in the present food crisis, J. ¥,
Blanchard, statistician for the Uni-
ted States reclamation service, ar-
rived in Chicago today from Wash-

He sald the government
would systematically go about the
business of seeing that every avail-
able acre is cultivated.

IOWA BONE DRY LAW
GOES INTO EFFECT

Des Molnes, Ia., April 16.—Iowa 1s
There {s absotutely

no way of getting liquor Mmto Iowa
legally except for lawful purposes of
macrament and medicine manufac-
ture and then only by druggists or
doctors, after special permits have
been obtained. The average Indi™d-
ual may not bring intoxicants into the
state owver the public highways, or in &
suitcase as personal baggage om =
train,

Railroads have agresd with the state
attorney general’s office not to trans-
port liquor into Iowa except to permit
holders,

— e
BIG TANK STEAMER

SUNK BY SUBMARINE

New York, April 16—~The British
tank er Narragansett, one of the
largest bulk oll carriers afloat, has been
torpedoed and sunk off the Irish coast,
it s reported. The Narragansett was a
ship of 9116 tons. Reports of the sub-
marining were brought by officers
aboard a British ship. The Anglo-
American Oll company owned the Nar-
ragansett,

—_——e
BERNHARDT SERIOUSLY ILL
IN A NEW YORK HOSPITAL.

New York, April 16.—Mme. BSarah
Bernhardt, noted French actress, fis
seriously 1l at Mount Binal hospital
here today. Her condition was de-
scribed as ‘“very serious”

Mme. Bernhardt is suffering from
an infection of the kidneys. Owing to
her ad d age, some 1s felt
for her, but her condition was re-
ported today to be somewhat improve
ed over yesterday,

SNOWSTORM IN
Topeka, Kan, April 0
lowed by raln, fell In many parts of

KANSAS,
16.—Snow,

northern and northeastern Kansas to«
day. The rain In some wsections is
bringing out the wheat, which it was
believed had been entirely killed.

4 it to recover stations, other than those operated hy 9
tatements by Judge E. H. Gary, chair- | European politics.” Villaret, southeast of Hargicourt. Its|ness in the government su | l I E I l >
York. L s
m— et idens the|valuable ofl lands from 14 California|the United States go! ernment, he,
The exact time the French commis- [Man of the board of directors, presented taking. by Britleh- troope w i1 bet United @tates closed. tati red 8
HSltoedy s ted to arrive is not|at & Stockholders’ meeting heid in Ho- | MYSTERIOUS FIRE Ty thrast aratmt the main Hia-| 21 oqmpenies befors nited Pistesiclesed. 4 station s cosmured cloved )

expec!

known, but it is belleved they will be
Gere some time Wednesday.
—_————

THE WEATHER.

Forecast for Boise and vicinity,
PROBABLY OCCASIONAL RAIN OR
SNOW TONIGHT AND TUESDAY.
Highest ummtur:h ’ yomrdl-y, :z;
lowest temperature s morning, 31;
re yesterday, 33. To-

boken this afternoon.

“That other laws will be passed no
one at the present time can doubt,” he
said. “The burden which will be im-
posed upoy, corporations and individ-
uals will be large. I am sure no loyul
citizen can object, providing there is a
fair and equitable distribution of the
burden.”

NINE AMERICANS IN
THE CASUALTY LIST

Ottawa, Ont.,, April 16.—Nine Amer-

IN CHICAGO PLANT
Chicago, April 16.—What is sald to
have been the seventh mysterious fire
in three days caused $10,000 worth of
damage in the acld room of the Sher-
win-Willlams Paint company's dye de-
partment today.

As the fire spread .through the fac-
tory 7000 employes, 1000 of whom were
women, fled from the various build-
ings fearing bomb explosions.

The Sherwin-Williams company was
the first to begin the manufacture of

denburg line of tions from
St. Quentin to Cambral on a front of |
approximately five miles. Villaret is
five miles to the north of Fresnoy-Le-
Petit and Pontru—both already in
British hands and both 1% miles from
the Cambral-8t. Quentin line,

GERMAN ATTACK REPULSED.

The German defense was centering
around Monchy Le Preux,

“The enemy attack at Monchy Mon-
day,” Haig’'s report asserted today,
“was pressed in the most determined
manner. The Third Bavarian division

vealed that he, as a dummy owner,
turned over a tract worth millions for
the sum of $500.

By use of “dummies,” men who con-
formed with government regulations in
taking up the land under homestead
laws, the government alleges, the com-
panies secured 22,000 acres of San Joa-
quin valley land worth $35,000,000 for
a few thousand dollars,

Frank B. Chapman, salesman of
Elizabeth, N. J,, testified he recelved
$500 for the use of his name from L.

only when its antenna is lowered, colled
and sealed; ground connection broken
and the apparatus dismantled and

SENATORS TO CAUCUS.
Washington, April 16.—Republican
tors will at 10:30 tomor-

packed away. It is | upon
the owners themselves to close their
stations.

“Fallure to close a station will result
in its being by
the government. The owner of a sta-
tion operating in defiance of this order
will be under suspicion of being an
enemy agent,

“It is requested that fullest publicity
!be given this notice In order that all

row morning to dl-:::- .wh.( their

stand shall be on 7,000,000,000

:Icnd issue and selective conecription
lle.

STRIKE IN BERLIN.
London, April 18.—Travelers arriv-

Ing in Holland from Germany, aceords
ing to an Amsterdam dispatoh, re-
port that a g strike d

:‘;““"l."nnl‘w"‘ for the 24 hours end- |icans are listed 1o the Canagmc mer- :ly:: :3;1;, the war shut off the Ger-|was again hurrllrd o rx:::;c::nent B. McMurtry, & Pomona, Cal., oll ageat. |p may be e wlth;.h:hu :"‘“:'a""'.:":“':’::'a'm W‘lh." <
o £ A LK Al oo paity Nieta today, Ok whom owe, Lieu- - take Monchy at all coste Tea losums, | SON BORN ON ANNIVERSARY navy takes this means of informing Ak

el paris of the sountry todey.ox- | coiee e e pameay. Mont- | AMERTOAN GUNBOAT | itte vt oher devmmen trempe v | " OF THE SINKING OF TITANIC, 4% taken e
in all parts of the country today ex-|clair, N. J., has been killed in action. . uonm;hw,, > New York, April 16—On the fifth » x TO WELCOME COMMISSION.
oept.in_the south. The lowsst record- | Liputenant Thomas Breechatt, Ross| INTERNED BY TURKS R eRetimate of the booky’ captured at|anniversary ofthe sinking of the: Ti- it Boston, April 16.~It was

was 14 degrees above

in ldaho

City, Mich,, and Lieutenant R. E.
Banks, Cleveland, are wounded.

Other wounded are: Lance Corpor-
al H. L. Trimmer, Lewistown, Mont.;
Private L. E. Johnson, Denny Brook,
N. D, Private B8, Carpenter, , Des
Moines, Ia. s

Washington, April 16.—It is officiaily
reported that the Turks have interned
the American gunboat Scorplon. The
internment has been expected sotne

.war vessel to leave port

a
within &

time, in accord with the rule requiring

Lievien and along the Souches river is
not avallable yet, but it was exceed-
ingly large including some naval
guns and many thousands of rounds of
ammunition of all callbers, as far as

tanic It became known today, & son
was born to Mrs. William K. Diok,
widow of John Jacob Astor, who went
down with the big ship and whose $5,-
000,000 fortune Mrs. Dick renounced to
wed h

(Continued on Page Two)
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INCREASE IN WAGES
New York, April 16.—The Standard

today that the committes of ‘
appointed to receive
Oll company of New Jersey today _&n- States the Franco-British o

in the Inite

in pay
from 10 to 15 per cent to wage
Mon-

was in B
earn- very quiet and absolutely ne i

Their arrival was k

tion eoncerning their movements
lmm" e g
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