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Venice Will Not Be Sur
rendered Until the Last of 
Defenders Has Shed Life 
Blood.

Nation-wide Determination 
Not to Permit the City to 
Again Succumb to Aus
trian Domination — City 
an Unapproachable Island

By H E N R Y  W OOD.
W ith  th e  F re n c ' A rm ies in Ita ly , 

Dee. 14.—Ita ly  will defend  V enice to  
the las t drop  of h e r  blood.

One needs only to  ta lk  to  I ta lia n  sol- 
l ie r s  an d  see th e  p rep a ra tio n s  fo r d e 
fense of th e  queen  c ity  of th e  seas  to 
u n d e rs ta n d  th is . T he  tra d itio n a l I ta l 
ian  h a tre d  of th e  A u s tria n s  h as  c ry s ta l-  
Ized in to  a  n a tio n -w id e  d e te rm in a tio n  
no t to  p e rm it th e  c ity  a g a in  to  siuj- 
lum b to  A u s tria n  dom ination .

LA BRY IN TH O F  D E F E N S E S .
T h e  c ity  itse lf  Is be ing  converted  Into 

an u n ap p ro ach ab le  island . I t  is c a p 
ab le  now of s ta n d in g  a n  Indefin ite 
s ta te  of siege. A side from  i ts  n a tu ra l 
la&oon defenses, w hich en c irc le  th e  c ity  
and com ple te ly  c u t it  off from  co n ta c t 
w ith  th e  m ain lan d , th e  V en etian  p lains 
for en d less  m iles in lan d  a re  be ing  r a p 
id ly  c o n v e rted  In to  a  v e ritab le  lab y - 
r in th  o f defenses. T he  I ta lia n  so ld ie rs 
a re  read y  ch eerfu lly  to  sell th e ir  lives 
d e fen d in g  every  inch  of th e  c ity 's  a p 
p roaches.

V enice is m ore m ajestic  th a n  ever. 
T h e  h is to ric  p a laces lin in g  th e  G rand  
ca n a l a re  closed. T h e  P ia zz a  o f St. 
M ark 's  is s ile n t an d  deserted . T he 
ra n a ls  a re  v a c a n t o f gondoles. T he 
B ridge o f S ighs is u n crossed  by p r is 
oners.

8 T I L L  F E E D IN G  PI GEO N8.
T w o -th ird s  of V en ice 's  popu lation  

h a s  d e p a rte d —b u t th e  pigeons a ro u n d  
h is to r ic  S t. M ark 's  refu se  ab so lu te ly  to  
ab a n d o n  th e ir  beloved  city . H u n d red s  
a n d  h u n d red s  s t r u t  a ll day  proud ly  
b ack  an d  -forth on  th e  p iazza  befo re  the 
c a th e d ra l  a n d  th e  o n e -th ird  of the  
V e n e tia n  h u m an  popu latio n  rem a in in g  
a tte n d s  m ass  da lly  an d  then  relig iously  
k eep s  up  th e  cen tu r ie s -o ld  custom  of 
feed in g  co rn  to  th ese  flocks.

T h e  tra n q u ili ty  of th e  p igeons ' lives 
is  u n d is tu rb ed  ex cep t by th e  ro a r  of 
c a n n o n  on th e  P ia v e  f ro n t— 18 m iles 
d is ta n t.  O ccasiona lly  w hen th a t  duel 
o f  g u n s rea c h e s  Its  m ax im um  th e  p ig 
eons sen se  th e  a i r  v ib ra tio n s  and  f lu t 
te r  in f r ig h te n e d  f locks—flocks so  
d en se  t h a t  th ey  cloud th e  sun . B u t 
th e y  In v ariab ly  com e sw eep ing  dow n 
a g a in  in m agn ificen t c irc les  a c ro ss  and  
b ack  a n d  fo rth  above th e  p iazza_

A R T  T R E A S U R E S  BURIED.
A s a ll a r t  t re a s u re s  have e ith e r  been 

c a rr ie d  to  p laces of s a fe ty  o r  else 
b u r le d  u n d e r  m o u n ta in s  o f  sa n d  bags, 
th e  few  rem a in in g  g u id es  now  show  In 
th e i r  p laces  th e  ho les p ierced  In a n 
c ie n t  pa laces, c h u rc h e s  a n d  m u seu m s 
by A u s tria n  a e ro p lan e  bombs.

O w ing  to  trie d e p a rtu re  of m ost of 
th e  c ity 's  popu latio n  an d  com plete  a b 
se n ce  o f  a n y  to u ris ts , V enice 's  food 
su p p ly  r e m a in s  cu rio u sly  In tac t. One 
im m e d ia te  re s u lt  is t h a t  a  s o lita ry  r e s 
ta u r a n t—th e  only  one rem a in in g  open 
n o w — se rv e s  m ea ts  o f a n  excellence 
n o t to  b e  o b ta in ed  e lsew h ere  in a n y  
E u ro p ean  w a r  zone.

T h e  Q ueen C ity  of th e  S eas  p roudly  
a n d  confiden tly  a w a its  th e  outcom e of 
th e  b a tt le s  o f  th e  P lave, th e  M onte 
G ra p p a  a n d  th e  A siago  p lateau , on 
w hich h e r  f a te  depends.

VIO LENT ARTILLERYING.
B erlin , Dec. 14.—V io len t a rt l l ie ry in g  

a t  iso la ted  p o in ts  be tw een  th e  B re n ta  
and  P ia v e  r iv e rs , su p p o rtin g  m in o r 
o p e ra tio n s , w as a ll  th e  official s ta t e 
m en t to d ay  h ad  to  r e p o r t  fro m  th e  
I ta lia n  f r o n t

I ENGLAND IN FULL 
LACCORD WITH WAR 

IMS OF AMERICA
LO N D O N , DEC. 14.—F U L L  A G R E E M E N T  W IT H  P R E S ID E N T  W IL SO N  

IN  W A R  A IM S W A S E M P H A T IC A L L Y  D E C L A R E D  BY P R E M IE R  LLO YD 
G E O R G E O F  E N G L A N D  T H IS  A F T E R N O O N .

S P E A K IN G  A T T H E  L A W Y E R S ' CLU B A T GRAY’S IN N , T H E  P R E M 
IE R  D E C L A R E D :

v "T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  F U L L Y  A G R E E S  W IT H  P R E S ID E N T  
W IL S O N ’S S P E E C H .

"W E  A R E NO W  A T T H E  H A L F W A Y  H O U S E  B E T W E E N  V IC 
TO R Y  A N D D E F E A T .

"A L E A G U E  O F  N A TIO N S, A R B IT R A T IO N , ETC ., A F T E R  V IC 
TO RY W O U LD  B E  A L L  R IG H T  B U T W IT H O U T  A V ICTORY 
W O U L D  B E  A FA R C E .

"TO  E N D  T H E  W A R  W IT H O U T  R E P A R A T IO N  W O U LD  B E  A 
F A R C E  IN  A TR A G IC A L S E T T IN G .

"W E  O U G H T N E V E R  TO H A V E  S T A R T E D  U N L E S S  W E  M EA N T 
A T A L L H A ZA R D S TO  C O M P L E T E  O U R  TA SK .

"V ICTO RY  IS  A N  E S S E N T IA L  C O N D ITIO N  TO  W O R LD  S E 
C U RITY .

"B R IT A IN 'S  W IL L  IS  L IK E  T E M P E R E D  S T E E L ,
" T H E R E  IS NO SIG N  O F A B R EA K .
"V ICTO RY  IS  A Q U E S T IO N  O F  TO N N A G E.
"N O T H IN G  CAN D E F E A T  US E X C E P T  A SH O R T A G E  O F  T O N 

NAGE.
"G ERM A N Y  IS  D E S P E R A T E L Y  E N D EA V O R IN G  TO F O R C E 

T H E  IS S U E  B E F O R E  AM ER IC A  IS  R EA D Y . S H E  W IL L  NO T S U C 
CEED .

"IT  IS  B E C A U S E  I AM F IR M L Y  CO N V IN CED , D E S P IT E  SO M E 
U N TO W A R D  E V E N T S , T H A T  W E  A R E S T E A D IL Y  PR O G R E S S IN G  
I B E L IE V E  P E A C E  O V E R T U R E S  TO P R U S S IA  NOW , W O U LD  B E 
A B E T R A Y A L  O F  T H E  P E O P L E S  T R U S T .”

LAST MINUTE NEWS
RE L E A S IN G  GERMANS.

S tockho lm , Dec. 14.—T he B olshe 
vik! re le a s in g  a ll G erm an  c iv il
ian p r iso n e rs  in ex ch an g e  for 4000 
R u ss ian  o ffice rs  held by  G erm any, 
th e  n e w sp a p e r D ag e n sn y h e te r  a n 
nounced in  a  H a p a ra n d a  d isp a tc h  
today .

K E R E N 8 K Y  A C C E P T S  PO ST.
C openhagen , Dec. 14.—F o rm e r  

P re m ie r K e re n sk y  h as  a c cep ted  th e  
post of m in is te r  of Ju stice  in  th e  
f ir s t  S ib e rian  cab in e t, th e  new a- 
p ap e r P o litik en  s ta te d  today .

PLAN TO C H E C K  AN ARCHY.
L ondon, Deo. 14.— "If th e  w e s t

e rn  a llies ag ree , th e re  is no  reason  
w hy  J a p a n  sh o u ld  n o t u n d e rta k e  
to  u se  h e r  a rm s  to  check  th e  a n 
a rc h is t  m o v em en t in  R u ss ia —a t  
lea s t In th e  f a r  e a st,"  d ec la red  N. 
K ato , London e d ito r  o f th e  O saka  
M aln lch l .today  In a n  in te rv iew  
p r in te d  In th e  C hronicle .

NE G O T IA TIO N S  IN PR O G R ES 8 .
B erltn , Dec. 14.— N eg o tia tio n s  

a rc  in  p ro g re ss  for th e  e a ste rn  
f ro n t  a rm istice , to d ay '«  official 
s ta te m e n t said .

KORN ILO F F  F O R C E S  BEATEN .
P e tro g ra d , Dec. 14.—T he P e tro 

g rad  o ffic ia l ag en cy  an n o u n ced  
to d ay : "G eneral K o rn ilo ff's  fo rces
h ave  been  b e a te n  by th e  Red 
G u ard s  an d  th e  reg u la rs. G eneral 
K o rn llo ff  h a s  fled .”

RU S S IA N  G E N E R A L  SU IC ID ES.
P e tro g ra d , Dec. 14. — G enera l 

S k a lo n  of th e  R u ss ian  s ta f f  com 
m itte d  su ic id e  u n d e r  se n sa tio n a l 
c irc u m s ta n c es  to d ay  Ju s t p r io r  to  
a sse m b lin g  of th e  R usslan .-G erm an  
a rm is tic e  conferees, a cco rd in g  tb  a  
d isp a tc h  fro m  B re s t  L ltovsk . F u ll 
d e ta ils  w ere  w ith h eld . I t  w as  
s ta te d , how ever, th a t  th e  R u ss ian  
a rm y  co m m an d er sh o t h im self. 
T he  su icide a p p a re n tly  o ccu rred  a t  
G erm an  a rm y  h ead q u arte r* .

S E N A T E  P A S S E S  S H IE L D S  BILL
W ash in g to n , Dec. 14.—T he se n 

a te  to d ay  p assed  th e  S h ields w a te r  
p ow er bill by a  vote of 46 to  IS.

P O S T O F F IC E  BILL  PA SSED .
W a sh in g to n , Dec. 14.—C a rry in g  

a  to ta l of *331,000,000, th e  p o st-  
office a p p ro p r ia tio n  b ill p assed  
th e  house to d ay  v iv a  voce.

Long C / v//.CLASSIFICATION
War Ahead® *IEN SUBJECT

TO ARMY DRAFT

LIK ES TOBACCO TOO W ELL
TO BE REAL STATESM AN

W a sh in g to n , Dec. 14.—U n d e  Jo e  
C a n n o n ’s  fo n d n ess  fo r  tobacco  b a rs  
htm s from  th e  s ta te sm a n  c lass , s a y s  
•x -R e p re se n ta tiv e  W eb b er of Ohio.

A d d ressin g  a  c h u rc h  g a th e r in g , 
W ebber^decla red  h e  h a d  o ften  seen  th e  

' p ic tu re sq u e  I llin o is  c o n g re ssm a n  w ith  
a  c ig a r  tu ck e d  in  one c o rn e r of hie 
m o u th  a n d  a  ch aw  o f to b acco  la  th e  
o t W

for Russia
Collapse of Constitutional 

Assembly Removes Last 
Hope of Peacable Adjust
ment of Troubles.

London, Dec. 14.—R u ss ia  Is In fo r a  
p ro tra c te d  civ il w ar, In th e  opinion of 
R u ss ian  o b se rv e rs  h e re  today .

T h« u t te r  co llapse of th e  schem e fo r 
ho ld in g  a  c o n s ti tu e n t  assem b ly , r e 
p o rted  In la te s t  P e tro g ra d  d isp a tch es , 
rem oved p rac tic a lly  th e  la s t  hop* h ere  
th a t  th e  n a tio n  m ig h t w o rk  o u t I ts  
ào stin y  by am icab le  a d ju s tm e n t o f 'th e  

' various po litica l fac tio n s . O nly a  h a n d - 
: ful of d e leg a te s  to  th e  a ssem b ly  h ave  
a p p e a re d  ln P e tro g ra d . Few  of th e  

I cad e t d e leg a te s  a re  likely  to  a tte n d , In 
! view  of th e  fo rm al an n o u n c e m e n t by 
I th e  B olsheyik i g o v e rn m en t th«4 a ll a d - 
J h e re n ts  of th is  p o litica l fa i th  a re  "ene- 
■ m ies of th e  people,” su b je c t to  a r re s t.  
. BO L 8 H E V IK I  R U T H L E S S N E 8 S .

T h e  B o lshev lk l a re  becom ing  m ore 
ru th le ss  In th e i r  e ffo r ts  to  re ta in  pow 
e r  acco rd in g  to  P e tro g ra d  advices, 
w hich is a  fu r th e r  fa c to r  in  th e  belief 
h e re  th a t  few  R u ss ian s  of a  po litica l 
fa ith  a n ta g o n is tic  to  th e  T ro tz k y -L * -  
n lne fac tio n  a re  lik e ly  to  h a z a rd  th e ir  
lives by a tte n d in g  th e  a ssem bly , held 
In th e  c ity  w hich  Is th e  m ain  s tro n g 
hold of B olshevlk l s tre n g th .

T h e  C ossack rev o lt to d ay  w as a p 
p a re n tly  s till go ing  s tro n g . U tte r ly  
c o n tra d ic to ry  re p o r ts  w e re  received  
fro m  th e  tw o sides.

h o  m e e t in g To f  t h e
ASSEMBLY ALLOWED

P e tro g ra d , Dec. IS, v ia  L ondon, Dec. 
14.— Red g u a rd s  of th a  B olshevlk l 
f la t ly  re fu se d  to  p e rm it  m ee tin g  o f th e  
d e leg a te s  to  th e  c o n A itu e n t a ssem b ly

(C o n tin u ed  on  P a g o  Tw o.)

W ash in g to n , Dec. 14.— T he g r e a t 1 
c la ss if ica tio n  of reg is te re d  m en w hich  ! 
w ill be th e  b asis  fo r  th e  second d ra f t  
b eg in s  th ro u g h o u t th a  U n ited  S ta te s  j 
tom orrow .

P ro m p tly  -at S a tu rd a y  noon th e  n ine I 
m illion  rem a in in g  d ra f te e s  w ill find 
e n lis tm e n t in  a rm y , n av y  a n d  m arin e  
corps, re s tr ic te d . T h en  one by  one 
th e i r  cases  w ill be tak e n  up  an d  th ey  j 
w ill be a ssig n ed  to  one of five  d u s s e s  
in th e  o rd e r  of th e ir  l ia b ility  fo r  w a r!  
serv ice . T h o u sa n d s  a re  e n lis tin g  to - 
m en to  th e  “B oche s tra fe "  tra in in g , 
b o a rd s  th e  f ir s t  q u e s tio n n a ire s  w ill be 
m ailed  to m o rro w . W ith in  tw o  m o n th s  
th e  c la ss if ica tio n  w ill h s  com ple te , 
rea d y  fo r th e  second  ca ll fo r  600,000 
m en to  th e  "B oche s tra fe "  tra in in g .

FIRST ARMY TO EUROPE.
T h e  co n tin g e n ts  In th e  f ir s t  d r a f t  

a re  ex p ec ted  to  m ove to  E u ro p e  w ith  
sp rin g . On th e ir  h ee ls  ra w  r e c r u i t s 1 
in  th e  second d r a f t  w ill tu m b le  In to  
th s  ca n to n m e n ts .

T h« d o c to rs  a n d  law y e rs  w ho w ill j 
p av e  th s  w a y  fo r  th e  c la s s if ic a t io n 1 
w ere p u t th ro u g h  th e ir  f in a l p aces 
u n d e r  th e  tu te la g e  o f local b o a rd s  
th ro u g h o u t th s  c o u n try  today .

W ith  th e i r  a id  th s  g o v e rn m e n t' 
hopes by F e b ru a ry  15 to  h av e  n in e  
m illion  m en c a ta lo g u ed , c a rd -in d ex ed  
and  s tu c k  a w a y  In c iv ilian  cubby-1  
holes from  w hich  th e y  can  be qu ick ly ' 
d raw n  to  fill th e  second d ra f t  an d  a ll 
su b seq u e n t c a lls  fo r d em o cracy 's  de 
fen d ers .

JACKIE ftADLY INJU RED . «
C hicago, Dec. 14.—P ie rce  M urphy, 23 

of Cole, la., a  J a c k ie  from  th e  G re a t 
L ak es  nav a l t ra in in g  s ta tio n , w as found 
o u tsid e  th e  N o rth w e s te rn  R a ilro ad  s ta 
tio n  e a rly  today , b e a te n  In to  sem i-co n - 
sc lousness. A c a rd  w ith  h is  nam e  an d  
h is  co m p an y  w a s  fo und  in  h is  c lo th 
ing. H la  sk u ll Is believed  to  be f r a c - . 
lu re d . P o lice  a re  In v es tig a tin g . I

F o o d  Administration at 
Fault in Bringing on Pres
ent Situation, Declares 
Claus Spreckles.

Hands of Refiners Tied by 
Agreement Which Pre
vents Independent Opera
tors From Getting Sugar 
—Refineries Kept Idle.
W a sh in g to n , Deo. 14. — H e rb e rt  

H o o v er's  food a d m in is tra t io n  w as 
b lam ed  by  C laus S precke ls  to d ay  for 
th e  su g a r  fam in e  In th e  U n ited  S ta tes .

T e s tify in g  befo re  th e  se n a te  su g a r-  
coal i n v e s t i g a t i n g  com m ittee, 
S preckles, lead ing  Independen t, s ta te d  
th a t  th e  food a d m in is tra tio n  had  tied  
th e  h a n d s  of A m erican  re f in e rs  by an  
ag re e m e n t w hich  p rev e n ts  th e ir  g e ttin g  
s u g a r  to  refine.

NO W O R LD  SH ORT AGE .
C h a irm an  Reed, ea rly  in to d ay ’s open 

h e a rin g , b ro u g h t o u t th e  follow ing 
fac ts ;

T h e re  is no w orld  su g a r s h o r t 
ag e ; th is  y e a r 's  c rop  is la rg e r  th a n  
la s t  y e a r 's ;  th e  food a d m in is tra tio n  
m ad e  A m erican  re f in e rs  ag ree  n o t 
to  im p o rt a n y  su g a r, o th e r  c o u n 
tr ie s  have d ecerased  th e ir  su g a r 
consum ption , E n g lan d  an d  F ra n ce  
60 p e r cen t; s u g a r  h as  been  d iv e r t 
ed  to  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  r ig h t  th ro u g h  
th e  U n ited  S ta te s ;  th e  A m erican  
S u g a r  R efin in g  com pany, know n 
a s  th e  s u g a r  t ru s t ,  co n tro ls  n in e- 
te n th s  of th e  o u tp u t  in th is  c o u n 
try .

R E F IN E R Y  IDLE.
“Could you g e t s u g a r  to d ay  to  ru n  

y o u r fa c to ry  "  a sk ed  S e n a to r  K e n 
yon, Iowa.

“No, th e  su g a r  h a s  been d iverted ."  
rep lied  S preck les. "W e w ere an x ious 
to  p ay  th e  p rice  b u t  th e  food a d m in is 
t ra t io n  w o u ld n 't le t  us. My re fin e ry  
is n o t ru n n in g  now ; I t h as  no su g a r 
to  refine. W e h a d  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
buy s u g a r  In O ctober and  S ep tem ber, 
bu t th e  a g re e m e n t w it h th e  food a d 
m in is tra tio n  fo rb ad e  o u r b u y ing  1L 
T hen  som e of th e  s u g a r  w e n t to  C a n 
ad a . I t  w en t r ig h t  th ro u g h  New York."

HOOVER R E P R E S E N T E D .
H oover w as rep re se n te d  aL to d ay 's  

session  by C u rtis  H . L lndley , ch ie f 
counsel fo r th e  food a d m in is tra tio n . 
C h a irm an  Reed ex p la ined  a t  th e  o u t 
s e t th a t  th e  co m m ittee  w ould decide 
la te r  w h e th e r  H oover w ould be per- 
m lted  to  c ro ss  ex am in e  w itnesses.

Seek ing  to  learn  w hy  th e  food a d 
m in is tra tio n  re s tr ic te d  im p o rta tio n  of 
su g ar, R eed rend  a  s ta te m e n t m ade 
la s t M ay by H oover th a t  a  serio u s  
su g a r  sh o rtag e  w as Im m in en t u n less 
th e  su pp ly  w as conserved . T h is  s ta te 
m en t m ad s  la s t  M ay. e s tim a te d  th e  
s u g a r  crop  fo r 1916-'17 w ould be 
1,260,000 to n s  below th a t  of th e  p re 
ced ing  year.

BIG CR OP T H I S  YEAR.
“A s a  m a tte r  of fac t, th e  crop  was 

in  excess of th e  y e a r  before,” sa id  
S preckels.

S p reck les  e a ld _ re fln e rs  a t  f i r s t  r e 
fu sed  to  s ig n  tb e  n o n -im p o rta tio n  
agroom enL  w h ich  Included f ix in g  of 
th e  p rloe  to  th a  public.

"W e h a d  15 m ee tin g s  w ith  th s  food 
a d m in is tra tio n  befo re  tho  re f in e rs  
fin a lly  signed  th e  a g reem en t,” sa id  
S preckels.

C O N T R A C T E D  W H O L E  O U T P U T .
S precke ls s ta te d  t h a t  G eorge M. 

R llph , th e  S an  F ran c isco  su g a r  re fin e r 
w ho Is one of th re e  A m erican  m em 
b e rs  o f th e  In te rn a tio n a l su g a r  co m 
m itte e  n am ed  by H oover, h ad  co n 
t ra c te d  fo r  th e  e n tire  o u tp u t of H a 
w aii p lan ta tio n s .

"H is  p ric e  of 25 e e p ts  less a h u n 
d red  p o unds th an  th e  New York price 
fo r Im ported  su g a r  gave Rolph a n  a d 
v a n ta g e  of *1.100.000 a  y ea r over h is  
riv a ls , sa id  Spreckels.

T h e  o th e r  m em b ers  of th e  In te rn a 
tio n a l com m ittee. E ng lishm en , had  no 
p a r t  In f ix in g  a  p rice  fo r P o rto  R ican 
su g a r, a cco rd in g  to  S preckels. S u g a r 
g ro w ers  In C uba  an d  P e ru  forced  the 
co m m ittee  to  p ay  *6.90 a  h u n d red  
pounds, th e  p ro d u cers ' ow n figures.

W ILLING TO PAV MORE. 
S p reck e ls  w as w illing  to  p ay  m ore 

in  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  a u g a r  an d  atlll no t

INQUIRY WILL BE 
GIVEN WIDE FIELD
C o m m ittee  N a m e d  
H ou se  to  I n v e s t ig a te  
th e  N a v a l  S i tu a t i o n

W A SH IN G T O N , DEC, 14.— P R E S ID E N T  W IL S O N  W ELC O M ES 
T H E  P R O B E  O F  H IS  CO ND UCT O F 'A IE  W AR, IT  W AS ST A T E D  
A T T H E  W H IT E  H O U S E  T H IS  A FTER N O O N . IN  T H E  S E N A T E ’S 
M ILITA RY  IN V E S T IG A T IO N  A N D T H E  IN Q U IR Y  IN TO  NA VA L 
A F F A IR S  D E C ID ED  U P O N  BY T H E  H O U SE . T H E  P R E S ID E N T  
T H IN K S  A T R U E  S P IR IT  O F  DEM OCRACY L IE S . T H A T  T H E  A D 
M IN IS TR A TIO N  IS D EM O CR ATIC IN  FA C T  AS W E L L  AS IN  
NAM E, AND IS  GLAD TO G IV E T H E  PU B L IC  AN  IN S IG H T  IN TO  
W A R  A F F A IR S , W AS ST A T E D  TO B E  T H E  P R E S ID E N T 'S  P O S I
TIO N .

W ash in g to n , Dec. 14.—T he se n a te  Inquisition  Into con d u ct o f th e  w a r  
sp read  to th e  house of rep re se n ta tiv e s  today  w hen th e  house n av a l com m ittee  
voted  fo r a  sw eep ing  in v es tig a tio n  of th e  navy.

H e a rin g s  of th e  com m ittee  in v es tig a tin g  will com m ence Im m edia tely  u n d e r 
th e  ch a irm an sh ip  of R ep re se n ta tiv e  Oliver.

T he Inv estig a tio n , i t  w as s ta ted , w ill go in to  every  ph ase  o£  th e  n aval s i t 
ua tion . S e c re ta ry  D an ie ls  an d  a ll ac tiv e  ad m ira ls  r ig h t  dow n th e  l is t  will bo 
called  to  tes tify .

A special in v es tig a tin g  su b -co m m ittee  of seven m em bers w as ap po in ted  
a s  follow s: O liver, A labam a; Connolly, K an sas; V enable. M ississippi; H e n s 
ley, M issouri; B ritten , Illino is; H icks, New  York, and  P e te rs , o f  M aine.

T h is  com m ittee  w as g iven  p len a ry  pow ers fo r a  d ra s t ic  probe.

W H E R E  DID MONEY GOT
J u s t  w h a t h as  been  accom plished  

w ith  th e  *1,500,000,000 th e  n av y  w as 
g iven  to  spend la s t y e a r  an d  w h a t  Is 
to  be accom plished  by th e  *1,000.000,000 
a sk ed  th is  year, w ill be th o ro u g h ly  
gone Into.

The In v estig a tio n  w ill em brace  i n 
q u irie s  In to  n av a l t ra in in g  s ta tio n s , 
n a v y  y a rd s  an d  all n avy  •e s ta b lish 
m ents, eq u ipm ent, o rd n an ce  a n d  p e r 
sonnel.

C O -O P ER ATION P LA N N ED .
The house p ro b ers  p lan  to  follow 

closely th e  fo o ts tep s  of th e  se n a te  m ili
ta r y  co m m ittee  In Its sw eep ing  a rm y  
probe.

F o re ca s ts  t h a t  th e  se n a te  n av a l com 
m ittee  soon will c o -o p e ra te  in th e  g e n 
e ra l n av a l in v es tig a tio n  w ere made.

C ongressm en sa id  th e  n a v a l probe 
w as p ro m p ted  n o t so m uch  by su sp i
cion of th e  co n d u ct of a ff a i rs  a s  
th ro u g h  th e  rap id ly  g row ing  d e te r 
m in a tio n  th ro u g h o u t tho  co u n try  for a 
m ore open m an a g e m e n t of bo th  a rm y  
an d  navy.

TO SU MMON H U RLE Y .
T he  In v estig a tio n  w ill Include th e  

sh ip p in g  board  a n d  C h a irm an  H u rley  
will be sum m oned. T h e  p rese n t sh ip 
p ing  b o a rd -n a v y  d e p a rtm e n t w ran g le  
over th e  con tro l of m erc h a n t sh ips 
p a ss in g  th ro u g h  th e  w ar zone will be 
th o ro u g h ly  p robed an d  reco m m en d a 
tio n s  m ade to  congress.

H ie  e n tire  t ra n s p o r t  sy stem  will u n 
dergo  close sc ru tin y . O fficers of 
A m erican  t ra n s p o r ts  will be sum m oned 
to  c le a r  up rep o r ts  of Ineffic iency  and  
Insu b o rd in atio n  am o n g  seam en.

TO FIX R E SPON SIBILIT Y.
A t to d ay 's  execu tive  session  of th e  

sen a te  m ilita ry  probe, co n tinued  q u e s 
tio n in g  of G eneral C roz ie r reso lved  4t- 
se lf in to  concerted  e ffo r t by c o m m it
tee  m em bers to  fix Ind iv idual resp o n 
s ib ility  for delay  In g e tt in g  an  a d eq u a te  
su pp ly  of rifle s  and  m ach ine  guns.

T he co m m ittee  lea rn ed  th a t  som e a p 
p ro p ria tio n s  m nde by congress fo r sp e 
cific  p u rp o ses  had  been used for o th er 
th in g s . F ive  m illion do lla rs  a p p ro 
p ria ted  in A ugusL 1916, for rifles, w en t 
fo r  plst,ols on w hich  « large  ro y alty  
w as paid  to  a  p riv a te  com pany .

A n o th e r phase  of th e  secre t Inqu iry  
covered  th e  lab o r s itu a tio n  a t  g o v e rn 
m en t a rse n a ls  an d  In p r iv a te  m unition  
p lan ts .

DEFINITE FIGURES GIVEN.
C rozier gave th e  com m ittee  defin ite  

fig u res  on th e  ex a c t n u m b er of r ifles

KAISER PLAYING 
INTO THE HANDS 
OF HIS ENEMIES
German Offensive on the 
’ Western Front Would Be 

Greatly to the Liking of 
the Allies.

B y J . W . T. MASON.
New  York, Dec. 14.—A ny. e ffo rt by  

th e  G erm an s a t  th is  tim e to  develop a 

m ajo r o ffensive a lo n g  the w estern  
f ro n t a g a in s t  e ith e r  th e  * B ritish  o r 
F ren ch  will be p lay in g  th e  a llies ' own 
gam e.

R ep o rts  th a t  v an  H In d en b u rg  is 
c o n tem p la tin g  such  a  m ove a re  too 
good to  be tru e . Should  in creas in g  
u n re s t  am ong  th e  G erm ans a t  hom e, 
o r an  in san e  hope th a t  th e  A nglo- 
F ren ch  lines a re  capable  of being 
sh a tte re d , d rive  th e  G erm ans in to  a  
w es te rn  offensive, th e  w a r  w ill be 
b ro u g h t m uch n e a re r  to  th e  a llies ’ 
w in n in g  point. If one fa c t  h as  been 
d em o n s tra ted  conclusively  since th e  
b a ttle  of th e  M arne, it  is th a t  th e  A n 
g lo -F re n c h  b a ttle  f ro n t is im p re g 
nab le  to  T eu to n ic  a ssa u lts .

VERDU N NOT FO RGOTTON.
D u rin g  th e  b a tt le s  In F la n d e rs  and  

a t  V erdun th e  G erth an s  te s te d  th e  a l 
lies’ w este rn  line w ith  larg e  s u p e r 
io rity  in m en and  guns. They could 
n o t  pass. T h e  G erm an  tro o p s on 
those  occasions w ere su p e rio r  in v ig 
or and  t ra in in g  to  th e  p rese n t T e u 
ton ic  arm ies. T h ey  w ere  th e  very  
flow er of th e  k a ise r’s em pire. T he  e n 
tire  logic of th e  o p e ra tio n s  in F la n d 
e rs an d  a t  V erdun  is a g a in s t  a  s u p 
position  th a t  th e  G erm an s can  now 
b reak  tho  w es te rn  line to  an y  im 
p o r ta n t  ex ten t. Im  von H Indenburg  
p e rsu ad es  th e  A u s tro -H u n g a r ian  g o v 
e rn m e n t to give h im  tro o p s  fo r so 
d esp era te  a n  ad v en tu re , eo m uch  th e  
less w ill h is  ch an ces  of success  be, 
because  of th e  In ferio r f ig h tin g  q u a li 
tie s  of th e  dual m o n arch y ’s a rm ies. 

TO D E P L E T E  MAN PO W ER.
T he  p rim e ob jec tiv e  of th e  a llies  is 

to  co n tin u e  'k illin g  G erm an s a n d  so

(C on tinued  on P age Tw o.) (C o n tin u ed  on P a g e  Tw o.)

AMERICAN ENGINEERS 
CAPTURED BY ENEMY 
AT CAMBRAI ESCAPE

LONDON, DEC. 14.—LO NDO N N E W S P A P E R S  TODAY P R IN T E D 'P H O 
T O G R A PH S O F SER G EA N T M’D O N N E L L  AND P R IV A T E  MAC DONALD, I 
AM ERICAN "PIO N EERS" W HO W E R E  C A P T U R E D  AT CAM BRAI BY T H E ’ 
G ERM A N S, AND W HO ESC A PE D  AND R E JO IN E D  T H E IR  U N IT  LA TER. 
A P IC T U R E  W AS A LSO  P R IN T E D  SH O W IN G  SE R G E A N T S  M T 8 A A C 8 1 

1 A N D CAIRO LA, W H O  BR O U G H T A W O U N D ED  O F F IC E R  TH R O U G H  T H E  
BA RRAGE. #

Demand for Elimination of 
Politics in Management of 
the War Grows Strong in 
Congress.

W ashing ton , Dec. 14.—D em and fo r  * 
coalition  c a b in e t a n d  a  b ig  supply  d i
v ision—strip p ed  of red  tap e —w as In 
s ig h t In co n g ress  today .

S en tim en t fo r  such  s h if ts  In th e  p re 
sen t w a r  m ill c ry sta llzed  a s  a  re su lt  
o f G eneral C roz le r 's  am az in g  rev e la 
tio n s  of A m erica 's  u n p rep a red n ess  for 
w ar, p a rticu la r ly  In ordnanoe.

P ro p o n en ts  of th e  supp ly  division 
idea  sa id  C roz le r 's  ev idence o f how  
w ebs of red  tap e  clogged th e  w a r  
w heels proved th e  need fo r c e n tra li 
za tion  of supp ly  an d  fo r e lim in a tio n  of 
th e  u n en d in g  ro u tin e  Q. K-’a, d eb a te s  
a n d  delays.

P A R T I S A N S H I P  SEEN.
T h e dem and fo r a  coalition  c a b in e t 

h as  been h ea rd  since th s  s ta r t  of th a  
w ar.

D espite  e ffo rts  to  keep  po litics In 
th e  background , congressm en  a d m itte d  
p a rtisa n sh ip  is rea r in g  its  head. They* 
a s se r te d  th a t  P re s id e n t W ilson  oan  o b 
ta in  th e  h ig h es t effic iency  an d  a t  th s  
sam e tim e  th e  g re a te s t  c o -o p e ra tio n  
only th ro u g h  a  coalition  cab inet.

"L e t no one tak e  e ith e r  of the** 
m ovem ents ligh tly ," w a rn e d  a se n a to r  
whoso e ffo rts  In b eha lf of u n ity  In th e  
w a r  have been of th e  h ig h est order.! 
"T h e re 's  no need to  tak e  a  gloom y view! 
of th e  s itu a tio n ; m any  o f us a re  thank-1 
fu l th a t  we a re  fin d in g  ou t ea rly  howj 
th in g s  a re  going; an d  we re fu se  to  be 
p essim istic , u n til th e -  ad m in istra tio n ! 
refuses to lis ten  to  reaso n .”

W IL L BR EA K IN SENATE.
W hile th e  m ilita ry  a ffa irs  com m ittee  

con tinued  its  q u izz ing  of C rozier b e - ' 
h ind  closed doors, in d ica tio n s  w ere  
th a t  th e  whole questio n  of g o v ern m en t 
ex p en d itu res  a n d  co n d u c t o f th e  w a r  
would be opened In th e  se n a te  by  con-] 
sid éra tio n  of a  reso lu tio n  to  continue] 
ava ilab le  th e  unexpended  b a lance  of 
th e  p res id en t's  *100,000,000 em ergency ' 
w ar fund.

C ritic ism  of th e  Creel cen so rsh ip  Is 
a lm ost ce rta in . S e n a to r  B orah  d e 
clared th is  cen so rsh ip  la In g re a t  m ea 
su re  responsib le  for con d itio n s  a s  re 
vealed by Crozier.

W hen th e  co m m ittee  f in ish es  w ith  
Crozier, M ajo r G eneral S harpe, h ead  
of tlfe q u a r te rm a s te r  co rps; B ened ict 
Crowell, a s s is ta n t  s e c re ta ry  of w ar, 
and  p robab ly  S e c re ta ry  B aker, w ill be 
called.

Crowell, ea rly  In th e  w a r  a n  a d v ise r  
of th e  m u n itio n s  b o a rd  a n d  m em ber of 
a  special m ach ine  gun board , w ill be 
ask ed  to  tell h is  side of th e  c o n tro 
v e rsy  w hich  C rozier a d m itte d  d elayed  
selection  of the  p rin c ip al ty p e  o f  m a 
chine gun u n til tw o  m o n th s  a f te r  th s  
U n ited  S ta te s  en te red  th e  w ar.

APPOIN TM EN TS HELD UP.
In  th e  m ea n tim e  b o th  ap p o in tm en t*  

of Crowell an d  C ro s ie r  a re  b e in g  h e ld  
up  In th e  sennte . , 1

S e c re ta ry  B ak e r co n ten d s t h a t  th d  
d e lib e ra te  m eth o d s used  In m ach ine  
g un  selection  h av e  w orked to  A m erlaan

(C on tinued  on P ag e  Two.)

(C o n tin u ed  on  P ag e  Tw o.)

F o recast for Boise in d  v icin ity—* 
R ain  to n ig h t an d  S a tu rd a y .

\ —— ------------- I F o r Idaho— T o n ig h t nn d  S a tu rd a y ,
I "P io n ee rs"  Is th e  London c lassification  fo r en g in eer reg im en ts . T he so l- | rain , 

d le rs  m entioned  ev iden tly  w ere am ong  th e  A m erican  a rm y  en g in ee rs  w ho w ere : H ig h est te m p e ra tu re  y este rd ay , 4*.
! c a u g h t In th e  G erm an  d rive  a ro u n d  U ou zeau co u rt a n d  who fo u g h t w ith  th e  I L ow est tem p e ra tu re  th is  m orn ing , 4b  
I B r itish  In d r iv in g  back  the enem y. '  I M ean te m p e ra tu re  yeatfcrday, 41.


