road Leglslatmn Asked by Pres1dent Wllson

‘SID[NI
~ CALLSUPON
GONGRESS
FOR POWER

Asks for Full and Unre-
stricted Authority in Deal-
ing With the National
Railroad Sxtuatm'n

th Outlimd for Protec-
tion of Interests of Stock-
_holders, Measures to Safe-
guard the Public and Com-
pensation for Railroads.

‘Washington, Jan. 4—President Wil-

son today called upon gongress to give

him full and unrestricted powers to
conduct the federal operation~of the
country's railroads.

Before a joint session of the senate
and house, the president outlined the
initial steps necessary to success of
Director General McAdoo's administra-
tion of the lines,

He explained that the action already
taken was ‘“necessary to secure the
complete mobilization of the whole re-
sources of America by as rapid and
effective means as can be found.”

PUBLIC NECESSITY FIRST.

“PRIVATE INTERESTS,” he sald,
“MUST FOR THE PRESENT GIVE
WAY TO THE PUBLIC NECES-
sITY :

The. president asked:

NECESSARY MEANS FOR
PROTECTING THE INTERESTS
OF RAILROAD STOCKHOLD-
ERS.

MEASURES TO PROTECT
TRAVELERS AND SAFEGUARD
PRIVATE SHIPPERS,

COMPENSATION
RAILROADS,

FOR THE
BASED ON THE

AVERAGE NET RAILWAY OP-

ERATING INCOME OF THE

THREE YEARS ENDING JUNE

30, 1917,

He added that “it is probably too
much to expect that, even under the
unified railway administration, suffi-
cient economies can be effected to

make it possible to add to their equip-
ment and extend their operative fa-
cilitles as much as the extraordinary
demands will render desirable without
resorting to the national treasury for
funds,” but he asked" no appropria-
tion, stating that Director General Me-
Adoo will advise with the proper com-
mittees later on this point.
BUSINESS MESSAGE.

It was a plain, business message,
taking but 15 minutes to deliver, and
was received quietly by the legisla-
tors,

The president obviously sought to
quiet any possible unrest which might
result from the sweeping action of the
government.

“It is of the Ytmost consequence to
the government itself,” he said, “that
nll great ﬂnumlnl opers ations be sta-
bilized and co-ordinated with the fi-
aancial operations of the government."

“No borrowing,” he added, “should
run athwart the borrowings of the fed-
eral treasury and no fundamental in-
dustrial vglues should anywhere be
gnnecessarily Impaired.”

VITAL PART OF CREDIT.

Ten or 11 billions of dollars invested
for securities by many thousands of
small investors as well as financial In-
stitutiones of all kinds, “constit:te a
vital part of the structure of cmedit
and the unquestioned solidity M that
structure must be maintained,” he de-
clared.

Immediately the president concluded,
Representative Simms, chatrman of the
house Interstate commerce commis-
sion, introduced a bill, carrying out the
president's recommendations, The
committee will take up the bill Mon-
day. Simms expects a report next
week and will press for immediate ac-
tion hy the house. Simms nnd others
of the commerce and rules commit-
tees will confer with the president to-
night relatjve to means of hastening
actlon. s
TEXT OF ADDRESS.

The president’'s address follows:

“Gentlemen of the congress: I have
asked the privilege addressing you
in order to report to you that on the
28th of December last, during the re-
cess of the congress, acting through tha
secretary of war and under the author-
ity conferred upon me by the act of
congresa gppmvoddAu‘. 29, Toie, 1

an

took

umn—ﬁvny lines of the country and
the systems of water tramsportation
under their control. , This step seemed
to be imperatively necessary in the in-
terest of the public welfare, in the
of the great tasks of war
ich we are now dealing. As
experience develops difficul.
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Provost General Crowder
Recommends That the Age
Be Advanced to 40 or 45
Years—Only Young Men
for First Line..

' 1

Wi Jan. 4. reasing the
draft age from 31 to 40 or 45 years is
one of the “probabilities of the future”
according to Provost Marshal General
LCrowder In his comprehensive report
to the secretary of war.

The draft of the older men should
be mainly for skilled war labor but
also to distribute the burdens of the
war.

There are pienty of young men for
the first line fighting, Crowder has
shown, but he also points out there s
a éenger of “injuring the coming gen-
eration” hy taking away too many of
the “aggressively patriotic young
men.”

!
YOUNG MEN BEST.

Out of the 10,683,249 men between
the ages of 31 and 45, Crowder esti-
mates 3,625,472 are unmarried and that
39 r cent of the latter figure, or
1,380,388 would be accepted for service
under the present regulations. Ad-

vocating this legislation, Crowder
sald; -

“The younger men are generally
deemed to make the soundest and

most pliable military material. On the
other hand, the older men are more
Itkely to yield in large numbers to the

oceupational skill so necessary in the
varied compositions of the modern
army.

“Under the national selectlve serv-
fce system which seeks to distribute
the bLurden equally among the willing
and unw#lling, it is important if not
essential to include the older men be-
cause the smaller proportion of them
is likely to enlist.”

CARD INDEX SYSTEM.

T'nder the new system a card index
of the abhilities of every man will be
compiled In  Washington after the
questionnairee are all returned. In
this way the government will be able
to put its finger on men of certain
trades just when they are needed.

“The whole labor problem can thus
be controlled,” Crowder points out,
“adjustments forced where right and
proper that they should be forced and
in this respect this nation will be in
the most advantageous position ever
occupled by a belligerent power in this
or any other war."

CZAR AND KAISER
PLANNED CAMPAIGN
AGAINST SQCIALISM

Petrograd, Jan, 4.—The czar's gov-
ernment was in communication with
German autocracy seeking the forma-
tion of an international convention
which would lay plans for a world-wide
fight against Soclalism, was revealed in
documents unearthed at the foreign
office and made public by the Bol-
shevikl government today.
chives show pour parlours had act-
ually been be;un at the time.

EARTHQUAKE LOSSES
PLACED AT 2000

New Orleans, La,, Jan. 3.—Reports
received here today by Importers in-
sisted that the loss of life in the recent
| Guatemala earthquake was in excess
‘of 2000. A ship carrying vaccines and
typhoid serums will leave “a southern
port"” for the stricken city Saturday,

OLDER MEN TO BE
INCLUDED IN THE
DRAFT FOR ARMY

The nr-'

Cold Wave
Again Hits

ADJUSTMENT OF
WAGES WILL BE
LEFT TO BOARD

Brotherhoods Agree Not to
Strike Until the Matters
in Dispute Have Been
Passed Upon.

‘Washington, Jan. 4.—A wage ad-
Justment board, to adjust - raflroad
wage controversies during ‘ovmmcnb

operation, will be appointed within 30

Coal Situation in New York
Far From Relieved and
Ice Interferes With Fuel
Movement.

New York, Jan, 4.—Temperatures
along the Atlantic seaboard dropped
again today and with it coal conditions
in New York became critical,

The thermometer touched two below
zero early today. The coal situation is
far from relleved. Leong lines of shiv-
ering men and women stood at coal
yvards begging for coal. It. wasn't to
be had. The harbor and the rivers are,
jammed wi*h ice. The navy depart-!
ment was appealed to in an effort to
break the jam. Tugs and other small|
bo: have been working constantly,
endeavoring to break up the ice and
release frozen-in coal.barges, but witn|
little result.

The fire department s being worked
to the point of exhaustion, fighting|
blazes in the below-zero weather,
ing last night, when nine fires were
under way, two big water mains burst
from the Increased pressure necessary.
The basement of the Postal Telegraph
company bullding was flooded and
the telegraph company put out of busi-
ness for several hours,

SCHOOLS CLOSED.

Thirty-one schools are now closed
a4 there is no prospect of their being
re-opened soon.
with families unable to heat
homes or apartments, Thousands
oil and gas stoves have been purchased.

Train service s completely demor.
alized and little oil is being moved.

New Jersey towns are not only
without coal but there is a near-gas,
oll and water famine,

BOATS REQUISITIONED.

Additional steel boats were requisi-
tioned by A. H. Smith, director of
railroads for the eastern district, today
to smash
some of the ice locked coal.

Shipping is practically tied up by the
cold and coal shortage.
101 vessels in port unable to leave be-

cause of lack of coal., Meantime
freight 1s piling high on docks and
piers,

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN BOSTON
\ MAY BE FORCED TO CLOSE
Boston, Jan. 4.—Unless the shortage
'nf coal here is relieved by Sunday, 108
of Boston's schools will not open Mon-
day, it was announced today.

Suffering from lack of coal through-
out New England was acute today.
| Hope for rellef rested on the arrival of
[trains of coad, reported rushing north.

The blizzard and heavy snow storm
'nchedul?d to hit New England last
|night did not materialize and today it
is somewhere off the coast.

Boston harbor is choked with Ice.
’hnhln; shipping.

There Is a rift within the Idaho
Democratic lute; but there, is small
probability it may “bye and bye make
the music mute.” On the contrary, the
more it rifts the .louder may be th:
sound.

It is over the United States

DEMOCRATIC ROW OVER U.S.
MARSHALSHIP; ELDER AND
NUGENT FALL OUT: DARK
HORSE: HIS NAME IS FISHER

But now enters a new factor—an as-
pirant in the person of George Fisher,
of Bancroft, Bannock county, recently
appointed by Governor Alexander as a
member of the state workmen's com-
pe:nﬂon board.

ship, Which is being wr hed by an

Elder s sald to have

PRy

angry political sea.

The position is held by Thomas B.
Martin, who seeks réappointment.

It is also sought by State Game|
wm:onujmmumauun

d Jones and stands ready to
hand the marshalship to Fisher,
Nl-{rnce the rumpus.
GENT AND ELDER DIVORCED.
John F. Nugent, formeP state chur
man and an influentisi factor in

| ralma-oeluh.mh.

East Coast

Dur- |

Hotels are Jammed |
their|
of |

Charitable organizations In New!
York are swamped with appeals for
aid. The constant cry Is for coal.

up the fce jams to release

There are!

days, it was announced following u
conference between Director General
McAdoo and brotherhood chlefs here
this afternoon,

l The brotherhoods, at the same time,
have agreed not to strike until this
board has passed on amy case in dis-
pute,

The board’s findings are not binding
unless ratified by the director general.

The board will consist of five mem-
bers, it s belleved.

TO ISSUE STATEMENT.

A formal statement of detuils of
agreement will be made tonight by
McAdoo.

The under was reached fol-
lowing a thre hour conference yes-
terday and an extended one today. It
is the outgrowth of suggestions made
to” the bratherhood men by the presi-
dent on their recent visit to the White
House,

Appointment of'the wage adjustment
| board, supported by both administra-
ition and.emploxgs. is bellexed to have
removed one of the most perplexing
| problems faced by the new rallroad
administrati6n. - While it is understood
(no pledge has been given strikes,
should the board's rulings be consid-

ered unfavorable, it is nevertheless
{thought that bearing the workers' en-
dorsement, the plan virtually amounts
to a strike embargo for the remainder
of the war.

Director General McAdoo again
heard grievimces of brotherhood chiefs
and outlined their new rejations with
the government, A definite scale of
wage Increases was expected to be
made public shortly.

HELD FOR VIOLATION
OF ESPIONAGE ACT

Chicago, Jan. 4.—Adolph ‘Schmidt,
alies J. 8. Smith, was brought here to-
jday”from Waterloo, la,, where he was
"nrr(-stod on a charge of violating the
espionage act. He is sald to have had
|a suitcase full of I. W, W, literature

‘|and to have been armed.

| ‘ast  for Boise and vicinity:

!RAIN TONIGHT AND SATURDAY.
For Idaho: Tonight and Saturday,

rain.

|  Highest temperature yesterday, 49.

Lowest temperature this morning, 34.

Mean temperature yesterday, 36.

NODECISION

IN THE WAR

LOOKEDFOR'
THIS YEAR

Members of the House Mis-
sion to Europc Expect
Conflict to Continue for
Two Years at Least.

Foundations for Victory to
Be Laid in 1918, but Un-
less There Is a Political
Collapse in Germany Long
War May Be Expected.

By CARL D. GROAT.

Washington, Jan. 4.—Mémbers of
the House mission believe the United
States and the allies in 1918 can lay a
firm foundation for victory.

But they hold out no hope—so far
as the military situation now appears
—that the war will actually end in
less than two years,

Political or psychological elements
may bring a quicker collapse, they say
but experts declare the nations at war
must proceed with a two or three-year
fight in mind and lay their plans for
even a longer struggle to be on the
safe side, .

FOR UNITY AND SPEED.

While some of the mission impres.
sions were gathered under pessimistic
clrcumstances the general tone of their
deductions as to the future is hopeful.
They believe that too much emphasis
cannot be laid on the need of unity of
action and purpose and, above all, on
speed,

To this end, much thought is being
glven t‘o ways and means for Increasing
America's fighting contingents, All
this depends on ships.

One of the first plans considered
was to stow some troops on every ship
—tramp, tanker or what-not—crossing
the war zone. While thé addition
would not be enormous—perhaps 4000
a month, it would help some, authori-
ties say. The wdr department, how-
ever, rejected this plan. Now there is
talk of getting additional allied'ship-
ping through pooling arrangements,
though it is doubtful that such help
can come from this source until U-boat

(Continued on Page Two.)

LAST MINUTE NEWS

MAY GO TO COPENHAGEN.

Stockholm, Jan. 4.—Bolsheviki
Minister Vorkhovsky declared to-
day the Russo-central powers
peace negotiations would probably
be continued at Copenhagen, in
case, as reported they are to be
trancferred from Brest-Litovsk to
neutral soil.

MORE VICTIMS OF MASSACRE.

Nogales, Ariz., Jan. 4.—Flve
more victims—fen, women and
children—were added to the death
list of the Yaqui massacre
Wed: day of pas I of a
Southern Pacific of Mexico train
at Payahaya, where more than 100
were murdered,.when reports came
in here today that the savages
were striking at various points,
They murdered five today at Tuer-
obabl, some distance north of
Guaymas, according to these re-
ports.

PROPOSAL REJECTED. .

Amsterdam, Jan. 4.—Chancellor
Hertling announced to the main
of the reich today

that Korelgn Minister Kuehimann
had been instructed to feject Rus-
slan propbsals for transfer of
peace negotistions to neutral soil,
It was also stated that German
delegates to Brest-Litovsk had

(Continued on Page Two)

been %’b continue their
lations as to Russian terri-

FIRE UNDER CONTROL.
Hoboken, N. J.,, Jan, 4.—The fire
at the Gatti McQuade paper plant,
which threatened the Remington
munitions factory, was well under
control this afternoon,

TO RESUME RELATIONS,

Cnpenhnxy, Jan. 4.—The Tage-
blatt printed' a dispatch from To-
kio that Japan had decided to re-
sume “fullest diplomatic relations
with Russla”

AIRPLANE LOSSES.
Bfrlin, Jan. 4.—"So far this
year,” sald an officlal statement
today, “the enemy has lost in the
air by our gunfire 23 aeroplanes
and two captive balloons on the
western front.”

.
CITIES BOMBARDED.
Rome, Jan. 4.—In the face of the
note of protest from the vatican,
» Teutonic aviators again today
bombed parts of the cities of Tre-
viso and Padua, a war office state-
ment announced.

MOR! APPROPRIATIONS.

W Jan. 4.—A lonal
appropriations of $783,000,000 to
speed up Ameri shipbuilding
P were of the house

this afterncorwrin a letter from Sec-_

Lakely to Come.

CANNOT RESUME WAR.

No one in England has much hope
that Russia will be able to resume the
war In case of a definite break. That
is practically impossible owing to the
condition of the Russian army. Ger-
many may not have to waste many
men in her efforta to penetrate Rus-
sla eomml‘lly, in. view of this utter
4 the M ite fight-
ing forces. 'nm Brest-Litovsk negoti-
ations, however, have proved this ef-
fort at commercial penetration and
economic domination In Germany's
particular game in Russia. The rev-
elations must inevitably strengthen
the allies' resolution to wage the war
unremittingly to a victory,

A Russia dominated by Germany
dwarfs even the Mittel Buropa scheme
in its vastness,

Prior to the meeting of the Ruulan
constituent asgembly, it was generally
agreed here that it would be impos-
sible for England to grant formal rec-
ognition to the Lenine-Trotzky gov-
ernment, or to acknowledge M. Lit-
vinoff as that government's ambassa-
dor in London.

DEALINGS NECESSARY.

Meanwhile, it was admitted that the
present #ftuation necessitates unofficial
dealings with the Bolsheviki, which in
the absence of British Ambassador
Buchanan, will be done through some
commissioner holding the confidence of
the Russian officials,

Sir George Lee, charge ('affaires of |
the British embassy in Petrograd, is
now attending to the embassy routine
and will so continue.

An allied statement of democratic
purposes and policies in the war is
shortly to be forwarded to Russia, it|
was stated today.
was understood was satisfactory In its
form and professions to e British
laborites, who presented tMir desires
In this direction to the government|
during the formal conference between |
officlals and laborites on the question
of man-power.

MORE MODERATE TERMS.

Dispatches from Germany via Am-
sterdam today stated that the central
powers' delegates are all returning to
Brest-Litovsk and coupled with this
information the report that new and
more moderate terms were to be of-
fered the Russians, Just what these
new “concessions” were to be was not
indicated. The delegates, it was sald,
included Foreign Minister Kuehlmann,
Count Czernin and the full Bulgarian
and Turkish delegation.

RECOGNITION URGED.

The liberal newspapers, Chronicle
and News, both urged ‘practicial recog-
nition by the alllies of the Bolsheviki
in editorial: comment today.

“Are we to be the silent witnesses
of this momentous conflict?”" the
News asked, “It Is a moment for a
great act of faith.”

The Chronicle goes further in its
prediction as to the allled position.

“In view+of the latest.developments,"
the editorial asserted, “it 1s now un-
derstood that defacto, recognition at
least may be given to the

Proof of Sinister Annentnon Y
Germany Stu" World De

By ED L. KEEN,

London, Jan. 4—The dramatic turn of eventl hﬁn-
sia today will'in all likelihood affect the allied cause m
than the winning of a great battle.

It may mean first of all recognition by the allies of the
Russian Bolsheviki government.
likely today to result in another joint effort by the allies
to aid Russia in working out her own destiny.

.As observers saw the situation today, the effect of the
complete and convincing proof offered at Brest-
of Germany’s sinister annexationist plans will be psyeho-
logical, political and moral—not alone in Russia and Ger-
many, but particularly in America and in neutral nations.

This statement It[

Certainly it seemed

RUSSIA T00
LATE SE
PURPOSE OF
THE KAISER

Peace Negotiations Appar
ently at an End but Na-.
tion Unable to Fight—Du.
plicity Revealed.

PETROGRAD, JAN.

4. —RUSSIA

REPUDIATES A GERMAN-CON-
TRIVED PEACE. THE POUR PAR-
LEURS AT HREST LITOVEBK AP-

PARENTLY ARE ENDED. THE BOL-
SHEVIKI GOVERNMENT 18
AWAKE TO THE DUPLICITY AND
SELF-INTEREST OF THE GER-
MANS. WHETHER OR NOT RUS-
| SIA CAN FIGHT AGAIN WITHIN
MONTHS, CANNOT BE FORESEEN,

These facts-stand in strong rellef to-
dny out of a maze of almost Nysterical
| Bolshevik! anger at the full record of
| German machinations and attempts to
| decelve the Russian people, Publicas
|tion of the proceedings at Brest-Lite
ovsk with interviews with the Russian
delegates spread over all the newspa-
pers during the past few days, has
brought home to the Russian people
Germany’s sinister duplicity in all the
armistice and peace negotiations.

No peace 1s possible, in the German
view, without Germany's virtual an-
nexation of Lithunia, Poland, Courland
and Esthonin,

THOROUGHLY DISORGANIZED,

That part of the armistice betwesm
Germany and Russia, relating to troop
movements expires Jan. 12 (Deec. 30,
Russian style) What is to happen
then is something no Russian will
prophesy. Thousands of Russian
troops have been withdrawn from all
fronts; the transport system has beem
allowed to melt away; the whole mil-
ftary system ls disorganized. 1
delegates in Petrograd insist that the

|

der present utter ‘disorganization and
demoralization. ¥
Forelgn Minister Trotzky today '&(&
warded a formal note to Persia offer-
ing, in accordance with the "
befween Runh and the

'| government."

THREE THINGS POSSIBLE.
The: Chronicle's correspondent
writes: “Clircumstances obviously
have changed of late as a result of
the Bolsheviki discovery of German
duplicity: The German method has
been to give with one hand and '9"
with the other. Now that the

ers, to m
Persian soil, on condition that

do likewise with regard to Russian !Q-

ritory held by her.’ i

KERENSKY HEARD FROM.

It was reported today that

Premier Kerensky was

government is aware of this, anything
may happen, Three alternatives pre-
sent themselves—the Bolsheviki or the

.| Germans will give way or there will

be a rupture. The first is hardly like-
ly In view of the declarations of Trot-

retary McAdoo, In behalf of the
shipping board,

army cannot be expected to.fight un- |




