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house was the one room frame bulld-
Ing which stands at the corner of
Washington and Fourth streets. By
the firet of May, 40 puplls were en-
rolled and Miss Emeline Stoddard

TOWN

OF SPIRIT LAKE e o o=

A Young City With Modern Meth-
ods and Improvements

The town of Spirit Lake was born
October 3, 1907. It came Into exist-
ones Just at the time when the finan-
cial depression had settled upon the
country, and while Its effect was dis-
Rstrous to many enterprises that had
then been launched, and had the of-
fect of retarding many towns, It had

held by the citizens of the new town
at which the proposition for the or-
ganization of & new school district
was voted upon and earried, the re-
sult belog Independent School Dis-
trict No, 63

The district was then bonded for
the purpose of buying the $15,000
school bullding which was belng
vrected by F. A. Blackwell and P.
8. Peterson. Suach in brief, in the his-
tory of the beginning of Spirit Lake's
present publie school system. The
school bullding s located on block
53, facing Jeflerson street between
Fifth and Sisth streets. The bulld-
ing s composed of four large school

the timber supply In the country sur-
rounding Spirit Lake
Agriculture.

While the main Industry s lum-
bering, and nearly all of the land Is
covered with heavy timber as soon
a» this Is cloared off, the land can be
used for agricultural purposes R

no such effect on Hpirit Lake, but
it continued to grow, flourish and
proaper untll It now a town of at
feast 1000 population. The town Is
situated on the ldaho & Washington
Northern milroad and has  direct
communioation with Spokane and
Also communication through the
Cosur d'Alene & Spokane with Coour
@'Alene City. The business houses
are all of a substantial and perma-
nent ch ter. It p its
Nghting and water plants and sew-
ersge aystom, has five miles of ce-
ment asldewalks and Is pronounced
the handsoment little town In worth.
ern ldaho.

Lumbering Maln Industry.

Lumbering s the maln lndustry of
the tlown. The Panhandle Lumber
company s located here and it mil)
14 ome of the mowt modern In  the
northwest. The mill cost over §300.-
000, has u double cut band saw and
has & ospacity for eutting 125,000
fool of lumber every 10 hours. The
mill Is of a frame construction and
oovers an area of S4x192 feet and
I8 three stories In helght. The pow-
or plant of the mill cont $756,000, and
it s claimed by the citisens and bus-
foess men of the tawn that there Is
o more complete and modern mill
in the whole northwest than that of

L

Business Street in Spirit Lake.

large portion of the timber In situst- rooms, two large halls and an ofMee
ed on benches, and when cleared will 'rtmm. It s thoroughly modern In
make the best of agricultural land. |every respect and Is finkshed in white
The woll Is rich and productive and | prossed brick. It In equipped with
will when cleared make a splondid |a steam hesting plant which has been
frult as well as graln country Large | proved entirely satiafactory in overy
{tracts of this land Is belng cleared [~

each yoar and put Into orchards and

oot 4

The present year op
Beptember 17, 1908 with four teach-
ors. H. H. Van Benthuysen, princi-
pal, Retta F. Martin, Emeline Stod-
dard and lda D. Burne. The first
day 119 puplls were enrolled. On
March first this number had in-
creased to 150, which necessitated
the employment of another teacher,
Mrs. Van Benthuysen,

Much credit is due the board of |
education, both the old and the new
for the efMclont manner In which they |
have handied the school problem In
Spirit Lake. They are and have been
thoroughly progressive and up-to-
date business men and by thelr ad-
ministration of affairs have given the
people of Spirit Lake, a town whoss |
growth has been the marvel of all|
visitors. & public school system o(“
which they are justly proud l

|

PROSFEROUS POST FALLS

Power Clity of Northern Idaho Agri.
cultural Resources.

On the north bank of the Spokane |
river just nine miles west of the ol'y |
of Coeur d'Alene Is situated the lown |
of Post Falls. The Immediate vieinity
of Post Falls was settled In 1871,
Frederick Post, who conducted &
grist mill, and sawmlill near the site
of the town, belng one of the first set-
tlers While the country woss set
tied at an early date the deselop-
ment of lts marvelous resourciy wns
slow, and, and It was not untll ‘Le
lust five or slx years that the countrey
bocame famous for Ita production of
corcals, vegetables, and frul's,
der a system of Irrigation. The town
hav grown rapidly and can now bonst
of a population of about 1,000 people,
and each yoar that passess by will
witness a material Inereaso In its
business, and of {ts population. |
Greatest Water Power In Northiwest.

Post Falls townsite and the natur
Al resources back of the town can not |
be surpassed It Is situnted on the
Coeur d'Alene & Spokane rallroad
company's eloctric road and the
Northern Pacific and has the best of
millroad facllitios being conneoted |
with Cosur d'Alene city and Spokane
by hourly trains. Where the town Is

un-

situated on the Spokane river the
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fur cont mistook a bear for
him which was lying tied underneath
the court houne, and did not discov-
er his error untl the bear In its an-
ger had given him a number of hard
cuffs that he had occasion to remem-
ber for some time afterward. Rath-
drum was at the time the most pros-
perous town in the state,
The Rathdrum Boom.

The Northern Pacific road bulit
into the town In 1883 and about
this time the Coeur d'Alene mines
were discovered, and it became an

heuvy

farms, and the time is not far distant

when Spirit Lake will be the mmr«m-'
olis of a rich agricultural country n-‘
weoll as & timber country ‘

Climate Is Good,

In climatic conditions the Spirit |
Lake country Is well favored. The |
'Innunruurn s quite even, and the
| winters short and unsevere, and the |
cold weather seldom continues for n‘
| Rroater length of time than three
dayn The snowfall Is quite heavy,
but s not greater than the soll de-
mands, and the snow never becomes
very deep except in the timber coun-
I(ry The summers and falls are Idoal ‘
|and during the hot summer months
the town ls a resort for tourists and !
lovers of game and sport. The lak«
"nvnn when transportation was dim-
cult was a popular summer resort,
and now that It has ralroad facliities = ——
{1t s heavily patronised There I3 particular During the coldest wea-
plenty of fish In the many streams ther when other schools throughout
In the country surrounding the town, :thu country were closlng bocause of a
and much game, both large and small, lack of heat,

the rooms of the Spiri:
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Public School Bullding, Spirit Lake.

the Pasbhandle Lumber y.
ons of the features of the mill s the
mammoth traln shed which ta 354
foet long and 22 feet wide. Into thia
shed a string of cars can be switched
and loaded no matter what the wea-
ther conditions may be without an In-
Jury to the lumber., In the arm of
the !ake the company has constructed
a storage pood that will hold 5,000.-
000 fost of logs »o that the mill can
be supplied with logs and continue
sawing oven In the coldest of weather
and continue In operation during the
whole year. It I» estimated that It
will take at least 30 yoars to exhaust

in the The town Is well pro-, Lake school were warm and perfect.
vided with hotels for the accommo-|ly comfortable,
dation of the seekers for recreation The Spirit Lake people clalm thelr
and game, and also every other ac- |school! bullding to be the most com-
commodation necessary to make thelr | pletely equipped school bdullding In
slay & pb t and fal one. the northwest. A arstem ~ free
School Facllitios Excellent. [text books is furnished by the dis-
The firet achool ln Spirit Lake was | trict and everything in the way of ap-
opened Dec. 9, 1907, Just two | paratus, y 1a the room
and six daye after the frst Jot was'is found here. In addition to the
sold, with seven puplls and Miss Em- elght grades, which follow the course
ma M. House as teacher. Owing to | of study adopted for the state of Ida-
the newness of the country the school ho, a high school course of two years
was supported and expenses pald  work has been established and it will
with funds secured from eantertaln- be lengthened to a three year coarse
ments and dances. The first school this year

hool

Plant of Panhandle Lumber Oo,, Spirit Lake.

stream divides into three channels
which have a fall of 50 feet, and the
toWn Iays clalm to the greatest avail-
able water power In the northwest
One of these channels is the site of
an electric plant which will develop
18000 electrie horse power
Surrounding Country Rich,

The surrounding conotry has be-
come famed for s production of cer-
eals, vegetables, and frults whether
they be grown upon irrigated or unir- |
rigated lands, and eapecially Is this|
applicable the Spokane valley
which lles north and east of town
South of the town lles the
hills, and back of them the
mountains, and along the sides of the |
former can be soen orchard after or-
chard which produce some of the fin-
est frult grown in the northwest. Be-
sldes being supported by a rich agri-
cultural territory Post Falls llke the
other towns located In the Coeur d4'-
Alene country ls backed by the lum-
ber Industry and here is located the
large milis of the Post Falls Lumber
& Manufacturing company which has
A dally capacity of 50,000 feet

to

SKETCH OF KOOTENAI COUNTY.
(Contlnued from Page 13.)
“English BUL" was a leader In the
search and because Flood wore a

outfitting and supply point for them.
In 1884 the town had 1000 Inhabi-
tants and boasted of belng larger In
this respect by a few people than the
town of Spokane Falls. The county
seat continued to remain at Rath-

jdrum, the county and judicial busi-

ness being transacted there and no
elfort was made to remove it until
1885. When the county records were
taken to Rathdrum no official mction
for the removal of the counfy seat
from Coeur d'Alene, or the selec-
tion of Rathdrum as the future
county seat was taken by the board
of county commissioners, and It was
on the ground that the board had
never legally established the county
seat at Rathdrum that the people
of Coeur d'Alene sought its removal
through the board of county commis-
sloners. Although no ofelal action
had been taken selecting Rathdrum
a8 the county seat, it Is stated by M.
D. Wright, then assessor, that it was
Agkreed between the commissioners
that Rathdrum was to be the future
county seat, but no minutes of this
Agreement were ever made, and
Judge Norman Buck, In summoning
the defendant to appear for trial In
the first case tried by him in the
county cited him to appear at Rath-
drum. The board of county commis-
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View of Spirit Lake.
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sloners at the time consisted of H.
H. Newhall, George B. Wonnacott,
and John Russell. The two former
were In favor of the removal of the
county seat to Coeur d'Alene, but
Russell favored Rathdrum in the
contest. A determined fight was
made by Coeur d'Alene and so warm-
ly was It waged that the citisens of
Rathdrum guarded the records, in
fear of a forcible removal of them for
A period of three months. The towns
lo the northern part of the county
were with Rathdrum in the contro-
versy, and the fight was abandoned
by Coeur d'Alene looking to & re-
moval of the county seat through the
board of county commissioners, and
then commenced a long and deter-
mined fight in the leglslature for a
division of the county with the ulti-
mate end In view of establishing the
county seat at Coeur d'Alene, either
by a legislative act of by an election
after an act had been passed divid-
Ing the county,
Battle Rencwed.

The battle was again, and success-
fully this time, renewed In the ses-
sion of 1907. A bill was Introduced
by Representative Taylor for s divis-
lon of the county, the northern part
to be konwn as Bonner, and its coun-
ty seat to be Sandpoint and the south
ern portion of the county was to b
left the same, with Rathdrum as th
county seat. This bill passed and
became a law. In the senate the bi'!
Was passed by the efforts of Semator
McClear.

The people of Coesur d'Alene, now
that they had secured a measurc
through the legislature dividing the
county, set about to remove the coun-

|ty seat from Rathdrum to this city

by an election. The campalgn o
this end assumed an active shape In
the spring of 1908, and all through
the summer and up to election day
the contest was vigorously prosecut-
ed by both sides ending In a sweep-
ing victory for this city.

The Coeur d'Alene Evening l’fﬂf
to any address, $4 per year; $2.16
for six months,
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