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'&pum of New Madrid and
Island No. 10,

'0UR WAVY IN THE WEST.

“Hesclo Blue Jackets Who Mads the Fiero-
ert Bombardment of the Wer

]

Wi Fleot Anuililated (u the Presence of
|I Thoumnds eof Bpectators = Memphis
§ TakeneTho Basties of Taka and Cortuth.
[ Desperate Fighting Cloars the Way to
§ Vieksburg.

YCopyrighted by the Americyn Pross Association.]

} What Is known in Listory ns “the western
L_mpi;;n of 1680365 had for ita object the
conquest of the valley of the Missiasippi and
the occupation of the line of river and rail-
communications, whervhy the esstern
ortlon of tho Confoderacy wus 8o araply sup-
Pplied from the fertile resouroes of Lounisiana,
Arkansas and Texas. At the very beginning
©f the war the paramount lmportance of the
Mississdppl river was recoguised by the mill-
tary and polidcal leaders on both shles. It
frrigated an area of thirteen bundred thou-
sand equare miles, or six times as largo as the
empiroof France, recoived the watersof fifty-
soven navigable streams and washed the
shores of ten different states, Its posseasion
by the south made the Confederacy compact.
Xts joss would closs the only avenue of cone
stant communieation with the outside
warld, nud shut off the vast beef growing
territory from which the southern armies
derived their cattle. Hence the selzare by
Lo Confederates et an enrly day of such im-
portant positfons along the river as Colum-
bus, Island No, 10, Fort Pillow, Vicksburg
and Port TTudson.
. In preceding articles it has been shown how,
‘with the fall of Columbus, Forts Henry, and
Donglion and the evacuation of Nashville,
the frst lioe of Confederute defenses was
shattered and the enemy were forced to form
asecond line with their Jeft resting on the
Misslssippl at Fort Pillow, the conter at
Corinth aud the right at Chat'anocogs, In
retiring from Columbns, Gen. Polk, who was
fn command of the Confederates, sent the
principal portion of his army to re-enforce
Gen. ATbert Bidney Jolinston, who wos' then
Talling back from Nashville, and removed his
stores aud guns, 140 in number, forty-five
aniles down the river to Island No, 10,
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ISLAND NO. 10,

This position, by reason of Ite natural ad-
v.inges, was regurded ns the chicf barrier
to tho progross of the Federals down the
Misslsslppl.  Although but a wille long and a
balf mile wide, it Is so situated in a sharp
bend of the river as to command the approach
for miles and to be susceptible of the strongest
kind of fortifications. The town of New
Madrid, which Is located on the upper or
northern portion of the bond, was also veeu-
pled Ly a Conlederate force of 5,000 troops
under commanud of Gen. McCown. The dis-
tance around the bend was about thirty miles,
whereas the distance across the peninsula
from Tiptonville below teo the island did not
excesd flve miles; henee It was calculated by
the Confedorates that, even if the Federals
obtained possession of the Missourd side of the
river, inclading New Madrid and Point Pleas-
ant, the communication by water to Tipton-

ville, and thence by land across the bend to
Tslun] No. 10, would still remain intact

ISLAND Xo. 10,

DBy direction of Gen. Halleck, Gen. Fope,
{n order to invest the place, begau a move-
ment with an army of 20,000 men from Com-
meres, Mo, and on the 8d of March he ar
rived in front of New Madrid. Finding that
the town was dofended by strong carthworks
armed with beavy artillery, in addition ton
number of Confederata gunboais anchiored
along the shore, and that thers could be no
protected advanoce, he ordered Lis {roops into
camp until seige guns could be received from
Cairo, Meanwhile, Col. Plummer with
soveral progiments of infantry, somne cavalry
and a fleld battery, was sent to oocupy Point
Pleasant, twelve wiles below on the Missourd
ghor, It was o bazanlous undertaking, be-
rause the Lanks along which it was neecssary
for the troops to pass wers commanded by
the enemy’s gunboets night and day, The
mareh was finally completad, however, and a
sufflcient number of rifla pits were dug ina
few Lours to accommodass his little ferce.
Guns were o planted ns to present but a
sma!l mark, and when the next morning a
couple of transports were deseried struggling
ap the river with supplies for the fortiflcations,
they were astonished by a storm of round
sliot and rifle bullets that drove them back in
confusionn. The DLloekade of the Missisippi
was thus effectually established nt this poiut,
aid no more boats afterwnrd attempted to
pass on o mission to Island No, 10,

CAPTURE OF NEW MADRID.

The siege guns from Cairo arvived on
Marcly 11, and on the following night twore
donlits wore eonstructed and the guns placed
in buttery within 800 yards of the main
works of the euemy in snch 4 manner o8 to
commamnd both them and the river for some
distanre above, Witliin thirty-slx Lours
from the time when these messive pl oss of
orduance wire in storage in Cairo they wero
redcy forn Laptism by fire at New Madrid,

1u the early morning light of the 15th the
Confederntes, surprised by the sudden ap-
pearance of these \\.71'1;'\‘ felt of their st I'l‘h,[.;th

with the pickets, Lot were still further
amazdl by the nnswering boom of thirty-two
poutiders buriine shot and shell far within
thelr Koes.  Arctillery now peplied to artil-
lery, Ll guuloats participating, and the
(‘I'I.'i‘llll‘llwlﬂ countinusd vigoveuslr all day.
Night same without advantage to either
ghde, save that one of the Federu] guns had
boon dbsabled. Dut as it came it was fol
Jowed Ly ohe of 1. &:- suddan nul severe ton-
7 Yae to the soutihiwest, in which nll
m]ﬂl‘l—h @ violcuon of nature seems
to ‘wloﬂe. ruln  fell in
toritiee B lglining  ouly  served
1o ke ﬁ'“t u.'i' T ::---r-i fntenes,
? Wit was Incessnnt.
i\n[]l.:.?’c‘zu e Bl orale reopened G

— ——

Large storee of provisions and ammuonition
were alundosed, Bupppes were Jeft upon

the tabiles untouched. The baggage
of the ofllcoss and the of the men
Incumbered the fente were found

buruing. ‘The larger guns wers splked, but
8o imperfectly in the burry of evacustion
that the spikes were removed in a few hours

achievemont was gained with » less by the
Unlon troops of but fiftyone killed and
wounded. The Confodorate Joss Is unloows,

THE BLUE COATS AT WORK,
On Baturday, the day after the evacuation
of Now Madrid, Admiral Foole moved down
the river with elght gunboats, fed mortar
] boa large

num Lugs and
Lra e,
it bel belioved
that t bat-
tle for

slon of the Allsls

g subjugation of
& which the fleet
could sweep ihe
rivar almost unim-
to New O~
Jonns. The [rtifi-
ention of the ixland and on the main land
wers of a formidable eliaracter, and =0 con-
structed that the gunboats could nobt came
witkin range of one without belug subjected
to o coneertrated fire from the others

On the morning of March 18 t'o bombard-
ment was bogun at o distance of two mile
and a balf, anid 1t ¢ontinusd day after day
for three weeks, Tons of fron were hurled
into the Confedernte works, but without pro-
ducing any apparent lmpressicn, On the 1s
of April Gen, Besnregard telegraphed to the
war dopartment ue Richmond that the bom-
bardment had contipued fifteen days, In
which time the enemy had thrown 8,000
shells, expending about 100,000 pounds of
powder, with the result of one man killed
and none seriously wounded. *Every day,”
snys o southern history of the war, “the mor-
tars eontinued to boom and the cannen of
tho lslnnd replied with duil, sllen roar,
wasting shot and temper anlike. The very
birds. beoame accustomed to the artificial
thunder, and alighted upon the branches of
the trees overbanging the mortars in the sul-
phurons smoke,” It is only necessary for ene
to realize tha sublime poetry of war to im-
agine adozsn of these monsters thund ring ab
once, the air Olled with smoke elouds, the
gunboats belobilng out destruotion, the sholly
screaming through the afr with uneartbly
somds, and the dlstant gons of the én my
sending their solid shot above and around the
jland, dashing the water up in glistaning col-
umns and jols of spray.

Finding that it was impossible to capiure
the position with artillery, Gen. Halleck or-
dered Gen. Pope to ascertain if it were possi-
blo to construct & road slong the westsrn
bank of the river through the swamps and
erect batteries opposite the ldand that could
co-operate with the fleet., The Federal en-
ginecrs declared that the plan wos not feasi-
ble, whereupoun n Union resident of New
Madrid saggested that a steamboat canal
might be cut ncross the promontory. The
thought was at once adoptad, and steamers
anl light draught boats were sent down
from Cairo with the necessary implements
to proseonts the work. The distance to be
traversed by tho canal was twelve miles; [ts
wiilth was to be fifty feet and its depth not
less than four and a half feet. One-half of
ita length was to be cut through heavy time
ber., The remainder of the eanal ran
through stagnant, swampy bayous filled with
tangled brush. “This berculean labor,” sdys
Gen. Pope, “wns prosecuted with untirlug
labor and determination, under exposure and
privations v ry unusuul even in the histery
of warlor”

RUNNING A GAUNTLET OF FIRE.
At lask, on the 4th of April, the canal wes

open atd ready for use. Light trausports
could pass through, but there was not depth
of water enough for the gunboats, and it was
evident that the river could not be crossed
without the protection of tue fronclads. It
was accordingly determined to take the terri-
ble risk of running the batteries, and the
gunboat Caroudelet, Capt. Walker, wons
chosen as the pioneer. The boat was
strengthened Ly every contrivance thut could
bo deviead. The miost volneruble parts were
shlelded with rolle of surplus chains, the
iocks were covered with a layer of houvy
planks, and a lirge bawser wasx wound
around the pilot house up to the window.
The crew were provided with band grenados,
and hose for throwing hot water wero nt-
tached to the boilers for the purposs of re-
pelling boarders. A large conl barge luden
with compact bundles of bhay was also taken
in tow on the side exposed to the Latteries,
The machinery wos so adjustsad ns to permit
the escape of steam through the wheelbousa
and thus avold the wsual puffing in its pos-
sage throngh the pipes, The uight was all
that could Ve destred; the ntmosphere hazy
and the start was made, For the first half
mile all went well. Buddenly the soot in the
shimneys took fire and the flame in their tops
arouscd the Confederate encawmpments,  Sig-
nnl vockets were instantly sent up, the long
roll sounded, and one of the batteries opened
on the dim apparition drifting by, nlmost
within polut blank ranga. Bhot now followed
shot iy rapid volleys from mare than a hun-
dred guns, and further concealment belng
ont of tho-question orders were given tothe
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erals, ssven colonals, seven regliponts,

battalions of infautry, five companies of
artillery, tweuty-four cammon, several thou-

veers nmong the spolle  In addition to thess
the batteries on shore, armed with sevenly
Lieavy riflsd guns, varying in sise from 83 to
100 pounders, four steamers and s foating
battery fell into the hands of the Federnls
In thiv great aclkievement the latter did net
loso o man on land or water,

OOWN THE MIBSISSIPPL,

Four days after the sarrender of Isdaud Ko,
10, the squadron steamod down the river te
attack Fort Pillow, eighty miles below. Mean-
while the battle of Bhilob bad been fought ou
4o Sth and Teh of April, and eventa indlonted
un kupending eonflict at Corinth, Gen. Pope
was therefore directed to repalr at onoe with
hiks foreea to Pittsburg Landing, leaving only
two reglments with the Seet, which by reason
of the impalred bealth of Commodore Foote
war now tramsferved to the command of Capt
C. I, Dayls. On the 10th of May, a Confed-
erate fotilla came out from under the gune
of Fort Plllow and made a desperate attempt
0 destroy the Federal lromcluds, A severs
ongagement ensued, in which the latter wers
roughly bandled, and the Cinclnnati and
Mound City were - .
both sunk The- :
Confedernzes  like-
wise suffered the
loss of their ram
Mallory, which was
run down by the
Bt., Louis and
nearly cut in two, 2

prevent subsequent’
repair:  No further
operations on the
water were now
undertaken until

00L. EBLLET,

after tho abandonment of Forts Pillow and
Randolph ((Le latter twelve miles below), on
June 4. Thess events were necessitated b
the Confederate evacuation of Corinth, wh

ook place on the night of May 20, Caph
Davis now procesdod down the river, and on
the night of June 5 anchored within two
miles of Memphis, His fleet conslsted of five
gunboats—the Benton, Cairo, Carondelet,
Loulsville aud 86 Louis—carrying a total of
sixty-elght guns and four rams—ilia Mon-
arek Taionstor, Switssrland and Q::eu of
the West, The latter were under the com-
mand of Ccl. Charles Ellet, Jr., n clvil engi-
neer of some wote who bad built the wire
suspension bridge nercss the Behuylkill ot
Fairmount, and slso that of Niagara river
below the falls Hoalso took n prominent
part in the construction of the Baltimore and
Ohio and othor western rallroads. In the
beginning of hostilities Col. Bllet hed urged
upon the navy dopartwent the importance of
constructing rums, and, after much opposi-
tion, was appolnted o colonel of engineers,
end ordeved Lo repair to the Mississippl and

A BETURN WHEREL RAaM.
purchusa the four steameors which be con-
vorted into these powerful vessels,
[Tha war records show that there wero at least
five commanders nuned Ellet or Ellett, who Look
Ia these enpagements on the Mississippl.
y were: Charies Ellet, Jr., whose portrait
wa glve: Charlea Ellett, Chasles Rivers Ellet,
John A. Ellet acd Alfved W, Ellet, It is one of
the strange coincidences of the war, but adds to
tho diMculties of the historian in Hlustrating this
serhin of war papers.  Numerous portraita of all
thess men wera socured, but as they were marked
“Charles Ellet™ or oo often sluply “Mr. Ellsg,"
't required canslderable rosearch to positively
identify Charles Ellet, Jr.]

A WONDERFUL SPECTACLE.

At daylight on the following morning,
June 6, the Confederate flect, under full bead
af sbeam, were discovered lying close to Lthe
shore, The cealt were respectively known as
The Little Tiohel, Dragg, Beauregard, Price,
Bumter, Lovell, Thompson and Van Dorn,
and altoguther carrled twenty-elight guns
Thelr commanders were plain steamboat cap-
taine, and the commodore, Edward Mout-
gomery, was likewise a river captaln. The
Unlon squadron now began to drop down the
river, and the Confederates opened flro and
advanced to mect them. Ina few minutes
they were within point Llank range, and vol
ley succeeded volley in rapld succession, The
citizens of Memplis rushed by thousands to
the blufls Lo witoess the novel scene, for di-
rectly before them, so near that iudividuals
could be discerned, a naval battle waa raging
in all its fieroeness.  Buddenly, there steamed
from a bend in the river a sigular looking
oraft which, passing in froot of the Federal
(otilla, darted at full speed against the Beau-
segard. It was Col. Ellst's Queen of the
West, an¢ Lehind ber quickly fallowed
apother, the Monarch, The writer, who
was on eoyewitness of the battls,
can do no better than franscribe his de-

engineers to drive the boat with all possible
spoekl.  As if the hand of Providence were
directing, astorm now burs {n all its fury,
and amid vivid flashes of lightulng and peals
of thuuder, through rain and doarkness and

GUNBOAT CANOXDELET.
showers of shiot aud sbell, the Carondelot

pushed rapidly down the river, and in twenty
minntes, alded by aswift curtent and a full
| bead of steam, sbe had run the gauntlet of
1 batterics, and at 1 o'clock wos safely an
| chiored gt New Madrid

By preconvertod arrangement, if the boad
escaped six heavy guns were to be fired to an-
nounce the fact, and when the serrible
anxicty of those who had been left beliwil
wos redeved Ly the majostic echoes that
rolls] acriss the water tho scene Is deseribed
ns oue #12h ag carth seldom witnesses, “The

. e @danced each otlier, mang, danced,

seription written at the time:  “The destrus-
ticn of the Confederate scemgd to be Inevite
ble, but just as the fatal blow was about to

[bo given the Beauregard sheered and the

Queen erashed into the Lovell, eutting Ler
almost in two ad sinklhg ber In deep water,
Now came the turn of the Beanregard
Throwing hier bow around, she struck Ler an-
tagonist squarely in the side just ahead of the
wheelhouse, cauking lier to careen until the
whole length of her hull was visible, A fow

| moments more and the Queen of the West |
would have sunk, but making her way to the |

Arkansas shore she grounded thers, and ths
lives of those on board wero saved. The

| Price Ly this time hed joined in the fighe,
{and the Monarch, making n pass at %er,

missod; while the Beauregard, emdeavoring
nt the same fntlant to strike the Monurch,
likewise mised %er ond cut awsy the port
wiiee] of the Priee, The Benton now arrived
aigl sent a shot throogh the bofler of the
Beanregnnd, completiug ber disalilement,
The boats were 80 near each otlier that the
sharpsbooters pleked off every mah whe ex-
posed Libmself,

“Thowands of men, wormen and children on
the biuffs vatch the unequal contest  Bwilt
ministers of destroction are flying every-
where, Now a ball drops close by the slde of
o punbaat, throwing the spray high In alr;

oznih yoo see it ricochetting along the walor

t
1

barm o deep

the wuter s pouring fu & torrent. Commo-
dmn (whh‘mhlq
from the Van Dorn to the Little early
in the action becruse the former contamned
100,000 pounds of powder, and was prac
tieally out of the fight) hod recklessly run
alongsiden Fedornl gunbest, hoping to disable
ber, but in & fow wowents fiuds his evnlt
going down, and with the crew ba jumips into
the river and swims to the Arkanss

-
-
F

o running Gght for miles. The
peon lodges on the river bank, and,
- e shell ignitng bor magasive,
who Is Liown luto feagments,  The Dragg and
Bumter, although run eshore, are oopturel
The Van Dorn, with ber valuable cargoofl
stores, taken fromm Furt Pillow, and & trans-
port slmllarly loaded, nlone esonps, The
Conledorate fleot s aunibiluted, The Fed-
oral squadren now come to anchor, small
boats begin to ply back aud forth; the trans-
ports wlemm up to thelr lsndipgs; whistles
blow their hallelujahs; the mon cheer; the
stars ond stripes wave over forty different
deeks, and in an hour or two the two regi-
ments of an Indisua under com-
mand of Col G. N. Fiteh, take possession of
Memphin" The Counfedorase loss in this bat.
il was estimnted to e 100 killed
wotinded, aud about 150 captured. On
Uslon side, Col. Ellet received a wound
the lag from which he subsequently died,
thres won on the Carandelet were indured.
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be(.?\*zn !iﬁ,(lll‘.ﬂlb-h ?:1 bonds have
en purchasec @ governmen.
undex? the order r{f the gmwtar? o
the Trensury. This leaves less than
£5,000,000 still on the market on #e-

count of the Sinking fund.

Tire Democrats of Massachusetty,
are united and harmonious and, in
their eonvention, unanimously en-
dorsedl President Cleveland's admin-
istration and nominated a good
gtrong Democratic State ticket on a
sound Democratie platform.

A Jravrous negro in Giles county,
named Chas Calloway, the other du,;‘l
succeeded In beating his w ife todeat
and thrashing severnl of his colored
lfel.llnnr-citimns before he was secured

n jail.

U\l WEIGH
y PURE s

QPPRICES
B

Its superiorexccllence proven in milifonsof
how e for more than d querter of & century
It 1= nsed by the United Blates Government.
Endarsed by the headanf the t Universis
thes ax 1he Strongest, Porest and most Henlth-
ful. Dr. Price’s the only Buking Fowder that
does not contaln Amisonls, Lime or Alam.
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Herndon, Hallums

= To Smokers and Chewers, |

BEN. F. GILL 4

Tlt “

ADAMS, GILL & G0}

-

Clarksville Warehouse, p
Tobacco Salesmen

——AND— . §

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

COMMERCE STREET, NEAR PASSENGER DEPOT, OMRKB-,
VILLE, TENN,

LIBERAL ADVANCE ON CONSIGNMENT. 5

Unless we have written instructions to the contrary, all
Tobacco will be insured nntil sold.

T. HERNDON, O, B HALLUNS, J. T. EDWARDS, TOM, P. MAJOR,

TOBACCO BALESMEN.

Grange Warchouse,
CLARKSVILLE, TENN.

Cash advaneed on Tobacco in store, or in the hands of responsible hrme’l
and dealers. All Tobacco insured while in store at the éxpense e
of owner, except where there is noadvance, and thes :

without written orders not to insura.

—h

Central Tobacco Warehoufe

J.W. QH.&y.

Kendrick, Pettus & Co.,
Tobacco Salesmen.

All Tobacco Insured unless we have writtn instructions to lhg
contrary.

CLARKSVILLE, - TENNESSEE

%~30LICITING YOUR PATRONAGE. Nov. 1867

J.C. KEXDRICK. J. H, PETTUS. GEO. B. IRWIN.

T. R. HANCOOK. ELY. W. I. FRASER. W. E. RAGBDALE.

HANCOCK, FRASER & RAGSDALE,

---PROPRIETORS-— ¢

PEOPLES®

Tobacco Warehouss |

HOPKINSYVILLE, KY.

w. J.

CLARKSYVILLE, TENN.

FRONTING EXCHANGE. RAILROAD BTREET.
T, k. HANCOCK, Salesman, W. E. RAGSDPALE, Balesman
W. J. ELY, Book-Keeper. W. H. DRAPER, Book-keeper,

Special Attention to Sampling and Selling Tobacco
Liberal Advance Made on Censignments

&=rAll Tobasoo Incared unless we have written cidem to the contrary, 0alL 285,81 .

|

Smoke the Pipe of Peace, .
Smoke the Clarksville Gem,
Chew the Homespun Twist,

~—MANUFACTURED BY—

'S
E. B. ROSS, ROSSVIEW, TENN.
This Tobacco is All Pure Unaculteraled. 9

febbi,7-9m




