
sVni!.lied to povutcr oil the rocks 200 feet t
iw ".

The Mie.?zr which hail been summoned bx
be girl who had passed down tlie stair befors

attendance If possible. Accordingly, greatly
drawn by curiosity to see this unhappy wo-

man onco more. 1 nvi.la shift, with tha help
of that kind little fellow Alphoime, who ia a
perfect treasure to me, and that of another

,
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anions those thy walling ladles ny two of
discretion!"

Ay," she sold, "surely "
Thon bit) them go out by the side entrance

to any citizens whom tbou canst bethink the
ol as men loyal to then, ami pray tliem come
ar.nod, wltb all honest folk they can gather,
to rescue thee from death. Nay, question
not do as I nay, and quickly Kara burs will
li't nut I bo iimlil '

Him turned, and selecting two of the crowd
tinii!'l.i, repeated tho word 1 bad uttered,

giving them besides a lint of the name ot
ni 'ii to whom each should rua

"Uo swiftly ami secretly go for your very
liven," 1 milled.

In another moment they had loft with Ka
n, whom 1 h.vl told to rejoin c ut tho door

lending from tha great courtyard on to the.
stairway n wion ax bn linil uinde fast d

(jli K Thilhcr too, Uniilopogna and 1

liiiitlu our way, followed by the quoon and
woiiii-n- . Ah we went we torn off mouth

fills of food, and between them 1 told tier
what I knew of tin dancer whlih eniom

Owl for tho man who can die like a man
owl for the deal U gri and the ringing of
twd. Owl ws are rady W wet oui

beaks like eagles, our x ar flush in Ihe sun
we shake our awrgais, and art hungry b
fight Who comes to give greeting to the
rhiertaluW (Iukotd kans) "Who woulu
ta-.t- liur kins, whereof the fruit is dcatht I

tlie. Woodiiei-k- t r, I, tho Slaughterer, I, tin
Bwlft footed! 1, Umnlopnjjan. ot the tribe of

tle Maquilislnl, of the people of Amazulti
a captain of the regiment of tho Kkomalm
kosl, 1, UmsloMiaas, the son of IiidaKimln
the son of Arpl the son of Mostllkaatse I oi
Ihe royal blood ot T'Chaka, I ot the King i

IIouhp, I the Ringed Man, I the lnduua I

call to them as a buck calls, 1 challenge then
I await them. Owl it Is thou, it it thou'"

As he spnke, or rather chanted, his will
war song, the armed men, anions whom ii

the growing light 1 recognised both Nastj
and Agon, came streaming up the stair witl
a ru:ib, and one big fellow, armod with e

heavy spear, daubed up the ten scmiclrculoi
steps ahead of his comrades, and struck at
the grat Zulu with the tpear (jinslopoganii
moved bis body but not bis legs, so that tht
blow missed him, and next iuulaiit lnl;o.i
kaas crashed through head pleas, hulr and
skull, and the man's corpe was lattlinit
down the steps As hn ib opped his round
hippopotamus hide shield fell from bis hand
on to the marble, and the Zulu stoojied down
and seized it, still chanting as he d!d so.

and no wonder, fr on niy left lirenet am
si. In was a black bruhe (Le size of a Miu.-e- r

The next thing that I rememlwr was the
tramp of horsemen outsido tha palace wali
some ten hours later I raised myself and
asked what was the news, and they told me
that a large body of cavalry. snt by Curtis
to assist the queen, hod arrived from the
scene of the battle, which they bad left two
hours after sundown. When they left tlie

of Borals' army was In full retreat
upon M'Arstuna. followed by all our effective
wivalry Sir Henry was encamping the re
mnlns of bis worn out forces on tho site lunch
Is the fortune of war) that Sorais had occu
pied the nlghtbefore, and projiosed marching
on to M'Aintuno on the morrow Having
heard this, 1 felt that I could die with a light
heart, oneWlien everything became a blank

When next I awoke the first thing I saw
was the round disk of a sympathetic eye
glass, behind whicb wos Good

"How are you getting on, old chap'" said a
voice from tlia lielglilHirhood of the eye glass

"What are you doing here" 1 asked,
faintly "You ought to lie at M'Arstuna,
have you run away, or what?"

M Arstuna'" he replied, cheerfully "Ah,
M'Arstuna fell last week you've been uncon
scious for a fortnight, you sen with all the
honors of w ar, you know, "trumpets blow ing
dugs flying, Just as though they had the best
of it, but for all that weren t they glad to gol
Israel made for bis tents, I can tell you
never suw such a sight in my life."

waiting man, to reach tho antechamber I
got there indeed, before any Uxly else, except
a few of the great court ofllcinls who had
been bidden to lie present, but 1 bad scarcely
seated myself before Sorois was brought in
by s party of guards, looking as beautiful
and defiant as ever, but wltb a worn ex-

pression on her proud face. Khe was, t
usual, dressed In her royal kat emblazoned
with the emblem of the Hun. and in her right
band she still held the toy spear ot silver A
pang of admiration and pity went through
tne as I looked at her and suniggllng to my
feet I bowed deeply at the same timo ex-

pressing my sorrow thnC I was not able
owing to my condition, to remain staturiiig
befoi'e her.

Bhe colored a little and then laughed bit-

terly "Thou dobt forget, Macumazahn,
ihe said, "I nm no more a queen, save in
blood', I am an outcast and a prisoner, ono
whom all men should sVorn, and none show
deference to "

"At leost," I replied, "thou art still a lady,
and therefore one to whom deference is due.
Also thou art in an evil case, and therefore it
is doubly due."

"Ah!" she answered, with a little lnugh,
"thou dost forget that I would have wrapjied
thee in a sheet of gold and hung thee to tho
angel's trumpet at the topmost pinnacle ot tho
temple. "

"No," 1 answered, "I assure thee I forgot it
not; Indeed I often thought of it when it
s emed to me that the battle ot the Pass was
turning against us, but the trumpet is there,
and I am still here, though perchance not for
long, so why talk of it now I"

"Ah!" she went on, "the battle i tbe battle!
Oh, would that I were once more a queen, if
only for ono little hour, and I would take such

vengeance on those accuised jackals who
.Inserted me in my need, that it should only
be spoken of in whispers, those women, those
pigeon hearted half breeds whosuffered them-
selves to be overcome," and she clicked in her
wrath.

"Ay, and that llttlo coward beside thee,Kbo
went on, pointing at Alphonse with the silver
spear, whereat bo looked very uucomfoHrt-ble- ,

"ho escaped and betrayed tny plana I
tried to make a general of him, telling tha
soldiers it was Bougwan, andtoscourgo valor
into Iiira" (he e Alphonse shivered at some
unhappy recollection), "but it wss of no avail.
He lad beneath a banner in my tent and thus
overheard all my plans. I would that I had
slaiu him, but, alasi I held my band. And
thou, Macumazahn, I have hoard of what'
thou didst , thou art a brave man and hast a
loyal heart And the black one, too; ah, lis
was a man. I fnin would have seen him burl
Nasta from tho stslrway."

"Thou art a strange woman, Borais," I
said "I pray tkee now plead with - the Queen
Nyleptha, that perchance she may show
mercy unto thee."

She laughed out loud. "I plead for mercy!"
she said, and at that moment the queen en-

tered, accompanied by 8ir Henry and Good,
and took her seat with an Impassive face. At
for poor Good, be looked intensely ill at ease.

"Greeting, Sorais!" said Nyleptha, after a
short pause. "Thou bast rent the kingdom
like a ragr, thou hast put thousands of my
people to the sword, thou host twice barely
plotted to destroy my life by murder, thou
bast sworn to slay my lord and his compan-
ions and to hurl me from the stairway, What
bast thou to say why thou shouldst not die!
Speak, O Sorais!"

"Methlnks my sister, tbe queen, bath for-
gotten the chief count of the indictment," "

Hgp.rtswered Sorais, in her slow musical tones.

the skkhimIi.s panned up win nt hand, and ths
oud shouts which reached us from the outer
gates told es that the town was also aroused,
and the men awakened by the women were
ailing to be admitted. Rome of Nyleptba'i

brave ludlcs, who, in their night shifts and
with their long hair streaming down
their backs, just as they had been
aroused from iet, bad worked so gal
lantiy at blocking tho passage through the
wall, went off to admit them at the side
nntrance, while others, assisted by the resen

nig party outside, pushed and pulled down
to marble blocks tliey bad placed there with
j much lalior
Boon the wall was down again, and through

Sho doorway, followed by a crowd of res-

cuers, staggered old Umslopogaas, an awful.
mid, in a way, a glorious lkure, Tho man
was a mass of wounds, and a glance at hn
wild eyo told mo that he was dying. Tlie
"keslila" gum ring upon his head was severed
in two places by sword cut, one just over the
curious hole Is his skull, and the blood poun d
down his face from tho gashes, Also, on the
i lg.it side of bis neck wns a stab from a
pear, inflicted by Agon; there was a deep

t ut on his left arm just below where tbe mail
i:hirl tlceve stopjH-d- , and on the riht side of
ins body the armor was severed by a gash six
inches long, where Nasta's mighty snord bad
l ittua through it and deep into its wearer'
vitals.

On, fix In band, he stacgered, that dreadful
looking, splendid tu.vage, and the Indies for
,;t to turn faint at tae scfend of blood, and
hered bim. as well they n Ight.but be never

;tayed or heeded. With outstretched arni
ud tottering gait bo pursued bis way, fol-

lowed by us all along the broad eliell strewn
walk that ran through tho court yard, pas
the spot whero tho blocks of marble lay
through tho round arched doorway aud tl
thick curtains that bung within it, down tbe
short passage and into the great hall, which
was now filling with hastily aimed inenwho
poured through the sido entrance. Straight
up the bail ho went, leaving behind bim a
track of blood on the marble pavement, till
at last bo reached the sncred stone, which
stood in tho center of it, and bore bis strength
seemed to fail bim, for lie stopped and leaned
upon hli ax. Then suddenly he lifted up his
voice and cried aloud:

"I die, I die but It wns a kingly fray
Where are they who came up tho great stair
I see them not. Art thou there, Macunia
zahn, or art thou gone before to wait for mi
in tho dark whither I gof The blood blinds
mo tho place turns round I bear the voice
of waters."

Next, as though a new thought had struck
him, be lifted tbe red ax and kissed the blade

"Farewell, Inkosi-kaas!- " he cried. "Nay,
nny, we will go togetlier; we cannot part,
thou and I. We have lived too long one with
another, thou and I. One more stroke, only
one! A good stroke! a straight stroke! a
strong stroke I" and, drawing himself to his
full height, with a wild heart shaking shout,
he with both 1. anils began to whirl the ax
around his head till it looked like a circle of
flaming steel. Then suddenly witli.awful
force he brought it down straight on to the
crown of the mass of sacred stone. A Bhower
of sparks flew up, and such was the almost
superhuman strength of the blow that the
massive marble split with a rending sound
into a score of pieces, while cf Inkosi-kaa- s

there remained but some fragments of steel
and a fibrous rope of shattered horn that had
been the handle. Down with a crash on to
the pavement fell the fragments of the holy
stone, and down with a crash on to them, still
grasping the knob of Inkosi-kaas- , fell the
brave old Zulu dead. And thus the hero
died. '

A gasp of wonder and astonishment rose
from all those who witnessed the extraordi-
nary sight, and then somebody cried, "The
prophecy I the prophecy! Ho has shattered
the sacred stouo!" end at once a murmuring
arose.

"One more stroke, only ontV
"Ay,n said Nyleptha, with that quick wit

which distinguished her "ay, my people, be
has shattered the stone, and behold the pro-
phecy Is fulfilled, for a stranger king rules in

Incubu, my lord, hath beat So-

rais hack, and I fear her no more, and to bim
who hath saved the crown it shall surely be.
And this man," she said, turning to me and
laying her hand upon, my shoulder, "wot ye
that, though wounded in the light of yester-
day, be rode, with that old warrior who lies
there, one hundred miles 'twixt sun set and
rise to save ire from the plots of cruel men.
Ay, and he has saved me, by a very little,
and therefore because of the deeds that they
bttve done deeds of glory such as our history
cannot show the like therefore I say that the
name of Macumazahn and the name of dead
Umslopogaas, ay, and the name of Kara, my
servant, who aided hint to hold the stair,
shall be blazoned in letters of gold above my
throne, and shall be glorious forever while
the bind endures. 1, the queen, have said it"

This spirited speech was met with loud
cheering, and I said that after all we bad only
done our duty, os it is the fashion of both
Englishmen and Zulus to do, and there was
nothing to make an outcry about; at which
they cheered still more, and then I was sup-
ported across tbe outer court yard to my o!d
quarters, in order that I might be put to bed.
As I went my ege lit upon the bravo horse
usyugnt tnai lay mere, ms wmie neaa out-
stretched on tbe pavement, exactly as he had
fallen on entering tbe yard; and I bade thorn
w ho supported me take me near bim that I
might look on the good beast once more be-

fore he was drkgged away. And as I looked,
to my astonishment, be opened bis eyes, aud,
lifting his head a little, whinnied faintly. I
could have shouted for joy to find that be
was not dead, only unfortunately I had not a
shout left in tne; but as It was grooms were
sent for and be was lifted up and wine
poursd down bis throat, and In fortnight
be was as well and strong as ever, and is the
pride and joy of ali the people of Mllosw,
who, whenever they see bim, point bim out
to tbe little children as tbe "borne which
saved tbe Whits Queen's life."

Then I went oa and got off to bed, and was
wnnbed and bad my tnsll shirt removed
They hurt me a good deal in getting it tff,
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Old Fogies.

Old fogies may not believe science
is mlvtmcing but if there are such
things as "new fogies" they are nu-
merous an many testimonials have
been received from persons who
have been cured of Chills and Fever
with Certain Chill Cure after all
remedies failed. Warranted by
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SVTilOR OP "ltlNO SOLOMON'S IIINE5,"
"JKS3," "IUB WITCU'8 HEA9," ETC.

IIW w'or;W pavo mo Ztva energy, cntoning
liira Viy lli'j linn, I stajjtewl, follownl by
Umslopon:i'5, who reeled after Us like a
drunken m;:n, tliruugj toe courtyards, u; the
great bull, iviiii h was silent H3 tho grave,

tho queen's ileeping place.
We reached tho II stnnterooin no guards;

tho second, still r.o guards. Oh, surely tho
thing was doii' ! wo were, too lato after all,
too lah'I TVa sileiico and solitudo of thoJo
great cbamb'M'S nna droudful and weighed
me down like a i evil ihvam. On, right into
Kyleptha's chamW v.o rubied and stnggerrd,
sick ut heart, f.r.ing t'. very woifit; we saw
thcro wos a light in it, nye, and a figure
bearing the light. Oil, thank God, it is the
White Queen beraelf, the quceu unharmed I

There sho stands in her night gear, roused b r
the clattor of our coming from her bed, the
bcavinoss f sleep yet in her eyes aud a red
blush of fcttr mid thamo mantling her lovely
bi'ep.st at l oheek.

"u ho i. V sho cries. 'What means ILUf
Oh, Maetininzahii, ii it thou! Why lookest
thou to wildlyf Thou comest as one bearing
evil tidings aud my lord oh, tell me not
my lord is dead not dead!" she walled,
wringing ner wmte nanus.

"1 left Incubu wounded, but leading the
auvauco against Koruu last night at sun-
down; therefore let thy heart have rest
Morals Is beaten back all along bor lines aud
tuy arms prevail."

"I knew it," she crl. d in triumph. "I knew
t'aat be would win; and thev called him an
CUilundor and stool; their wise heads when I
pave him the command! Last night at sun
'.owu, gayest thou, and it is not yet dawn?

Purely"
Throw a cloak around thee, Nyleptha," I

Lroko in, "and give us wine to drink ; ay, and
coll thy maidens quick if thou wouldst save
thyself alive. Nay, slay not"
. Thus adjuml, she ran and called through
tbe curtains towards some room beyond, and
then hastily put on hep SMidals and a thick
cljak, by which time a dozen or so of half i

dressed women were pouring into the room.
"Follow tn and be iUut," I said to them as :

Wy gatd with woudoring eyes, clinging j

no to another. So we went into the first :

interoonv I

"Now," I sa!d, "give us wuv to driuk and
Ijod, U ye have it, for wo are near to death." i

I

The room was used as a mess room for offt-- r
i

of the guanl", and from a cupboard some
lagons of "ia "IUB "ia ana were
fcron:M "rt. A U rwdoiou aad I drank
and Mi life flow lck oat reiue as lb

ox! red wLm weut down,
-- lUrk W urn, KvV-pha- ," I said, as I po

"IIit thou bredowo the upV tvri

i.ksi d her, and how we had found Kma. and
how all tin) gum ih and men h?r uutg nere

oue, and bhe wan alono with her women In
Ihnt great lwo mid she told inn, loo, that a
rumor liml mn-ea- through the town that our
army had been utterly dcatroy1, and that
Hornli wan mnrchliig in triumph on MilosW.
mill how, in eonsequunctt thereof, all men bnd
full.'l' away from her

Though ull this tjikcs some timo to tell, wo

had not been but hIx or seven minutes hi the
ialnee. ond notwithktiunling that the golden

roof ot tho temple, being very lofty, was
ulilazo ti ith the rays of the rising sun, It was
not yet dawn, nor would bo for anstlier ten
minutes. We wero in the courtyard now,
nui here my wound pained me bo that 1 had

tako Nylcptha's arm, while Unwlopogans
rolled along after us, eating ai be went.

Now wo were across it, and ?.ui reached the
narrow doorway through the palace wall that
opened on to the mighty stair.

1 looked through and stood oghast. as woll

might Tho door was gone, and so were the
outer gat?s of bronze entirely gone. They
hud been taken from th 'lr hinges, and, as we
afterwards found, hurled from tho stairway

the ground, two hundred fect lencnth.
There in front of us was the semicircular
ManUing sjiace, about twice tho also of a
largo oval dining table, and tho ton curved
black marble steps leading on to the main
jtalr and that was all.

CIIAITEIl XXII.
HOW UM3LOPOOAAS BB1.D THE STAIR.

We l(Hk at one another '
"Thou seest," I said, "they have taken away

the door. Is there aught with which wv may
till the place? Bpeuk quickly, for they will be
nn'usero the day light." I spoke thus, because

knew that we mut hold this place or none,
there wore no inner doors in the palace, the

rooms being separated ono from another by
curtains. 1 also knew that if we could by
nuy menus defend this doorway the murderers
could get in nowhere else; for the palace Is

uiisuluU'ly impregnable, that Is, since the
secret door by which Sorais had entered on
that momorablo night of attempted murder
hod, by Nyleptha a order, been closed up wuh
masonry

"I have it," said Nyleptha, who, as usual
with her, rose to the emergency in a wonder
fill way. "On the farther side of the court
yard are blocks of cut marble the workmen
brought thorn there for the bod of the new
statue of Incubu, my lord, let us block the
duor with them."

I lumped at the idea ; and having dfepnt hed
one of the remaining maidens down the great
stair to seo If she could obtain assistance from
tlie docks below, where her father, who was a
great merchant employing many men, bad
bis dwelling place, and set another to watch
through the doornuy, we made our way back
across tho courtyard to where the hewn
marble lay, and here we met Kara returning
from dispatching the first two messengers.
I here were tha marble blocks, sure enough,
brot',1, massive lumps, some six inches thick,
and weighing about eighty pounds each, and
there, too, were a couple of implements like
small stretchers that the workmen ued to
curry them on. Without delay we got some
of tlie blocks on to the stretchers, and four of
tlie girls curricil them to the doorway

"Lkt 'ii, Maciimnwhn," said Umslopngaas.
"if these low fellows come, it is I who will
hold the r against thein till the door is
built up. Nay, nay, it will be a man's death,
gainsay nm not, old friend. It has been a
gx)d flay, let it now be good night Bee, 1

throw myself down to rest on the marble
there; when their footsteps lire nigh, wake
thou me, hot before, for I need uiy strength,"
"mid without a word hn went outside and
fl nig himself down on the marble and was
instantly asleep.

At this time I, too, wai overcome and was
forced to sit down by the doorway and con
tent myself wltb directing operations. The
girls brought the blocks while Kara and Ny
! ptha built them across the six lootwido

'dnorwny, a triple row of them, for Uws would
be useless. Cut the marble bad to be brought
forty yards and there were forty yards to run
Lack, and though the girls Iuborod gloriously,
even staggering along alono, each wlih a
block in her u rms, It was slow work, dread-
fully bIow.

The light was growing now, and presently
in the silence we hear. I a commotion at the
far olf bottom of the senlr and tlie faint
chinking of armed men. As yet the wall was
only two feet high, and we had been eight
minutes at the building of it Bo they had
come. Alpbouse had heard aright

Tlie clanking sound came nearer and in the
ghostly gray of the daning we could make
out long files of men, some nfty or so in all,
slowly creeping up tho stair. 1 hey woi-- now
at tho half way standing place that rested
on the gr?at flying arch, and here perceiving
that something w as going on above, they, to
our gieat gain, halted for three or four min-

utes and consulted, then slowly and cau-
tiously advanced again.

We had been nearly a quarter of an hour
at the work now, and it was almott three feet
high.

Then I woke Umslopogn The - great
man rose, stretched himself and swung si

kaas round his head.
"It is well," he said. "I feel as a young

man once more. My strength has come back to
me, ay, even as a lamp ftures up before it
dies. Fear not, I shall fight a good fight;
the wine and the sleep have put a new heart
into me.

"Macumazahn, I have dreamed a dream.
I dreamed that thou and I stood together on
a star and looked down on the world, and
thou wast as a spirit, Macumazahn, for light
flamed through tLy flesh, but I could not see
w h & was the fashion of my own face. The
hour has come for us, old hunter. 8o be it;
we have had our time, but I would that in it
I bad seeu some more such fights as vestar- -

day's.
"Let them bury me after U fashion of

my people, Macumazahn, and set my eyes
toward Zululand;" and he took my band and
shook it, and then turned to lace the ad--

vancing foe.
Just then, to my astonishment, the Zu

Vendi officer Kara clambered over our bn- -

l provised wall in his quiet, determined sort of
tray, and took bis stana oy me aiuu, un
hMthlna bis sword as bs did so.

Whst, coroest tbou toor laugnea out um
ild warrior.

i "Welcome a welcome to.ioee, dtsts uearw

.v,
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-- And Sorais'" I nuked. "

"Sorais oh, Sorais is a prisoner ; they gave
her tip tho scoundrels,'' he added, with a
change of ton "sacrificed tho queen to save
their skins, you see- - Eho is being brought up
hero, end I don't know what will happm to
her. poor souli and he sighed.

"Where Is Curtisf" 1 asked.
"He is with Nyleptha. Klio rode out to

meet ui today and there was a grand to do, I
can tell you. Ho is coming t5) see you
row, tho docto'i (for there ii a medical 'fac
ulty in Zu Vetwhs as eluewhcrc) thought that
he had better not come today."

I sold nothing, but somehow I thought to
myself tba notwithstanding the doctors be
might have given me a look, but then, when
a man is newly married, and box jie-- t gained
a great victory, ho is apt to listen to the ad
vico of doctors, and quite right too.

Just then 1 heard a familiar voice informing
mo that "Monsieur must now couch himself,"
and looking up perceived Alphonse's enor
inous black mustaches curling away in the
instance. m

"So you are beret" I said. .

"Mais oui, monsieur, ths war is now fin
lshed, my military instincts nre satisfied, and
I return to nurse monsieur."

I laughed, or rather tried to but whatever
may have been Alphonse's failings as a war
rior (and I fear that be did not come up to the
level of bis heroic grandfather .in this partic
ular, showing thereby how true is the saying
that it is a bad thing to bo overshadowed by
some great ancestral name), a better or
kinder nurse never lived. Poor Alphonsel
hops ha will always tbifck ot me as kindly as
1 think or bim.

On the morrow I saw Curtis end Nyleptha
wuu unit, ana ue toiu me toe wuois mstory
of what bad happened since Umslopogaas
end I galloped wildly away from the battle
to save the life of the queen. It seemed to
me that be bad managed the thing exceeding
lv well, and showed great ability as a general.
Of course, however, our loss had been dread
fully heavy indeed, I am afraid to say how
many perished in the desperate battle I have
described, but 1 know that the slaughter has
appreciably affected the male population of
the country Ho was verv pleased to see me
dear fellow that he is, and thanked me-wit-

tears in his eyes for the little I had been alJ
to do. I saw bim, however, start violently
when bis eyes fell upon my face. ,

As for Nyleptha, she wos positively radiar ;
now that "her dear lord" had come back wi'fc
no other injury than an ugly scar on bis
fo"ebead.

"And what art thou going to do flth
'COraisl" I asked her.

Instantly her bright brow darkened to a
frown. '

v

"Sorais," she said, with a little stamp of tho
fO'it; "oh, but Sorais!"

Sir Henry hastened to turn the subject
"You will soon be about and all right again

low, old fellow," he said,
v I shook my head and laughed. . .

"Don't deceive youiselves," I said. "I may
be about for a little, but I shall never be all
right again. I am a dying man, Curtis. 1
may die slow, but die I must Do you know,
I have been spitting blood all the morning!
I toll you there is something working away
Into my lung; t can feel it There, don't look
distressed; I have had my day, and am ready
to go. Give me the mirror, will you? I want
to look at myself."

He made some excuse, but I saw through it
and insisted, and at last he haudod me one of
the disks of polished silver, set in a wooden
framo like a hand screen, whicb serve as
looking glasses in I looked and
put it down.

"Ah," I said quietly, "I thought so; and you
talk of my getting all right!" I did not like
to let them see how shocked I really was at
my own appearance. My grizzled stubby
hair was turned snow white, and my yellow
face was shrunk like an aged woman's and
had two deep purple rings painted beneath
the eyes. .

Here Nyleptha began to cry, and Sir Henry
again turned the subject, telling me that the
artists bod taken a cost of the dead body of
old Umslopogaas, and that a great statue In
black marble was to be erected of bim in the
act of splitting the sacred stone, which was
to bo matched by. another statue in white
morble of myself and tbe horse Daylight as
be appeared when, at the termination of that
wild ride, he sank beneath me in the court
yard of tbe palace. . I have since seen these
statues, which, at tbe time of writing this,
six months after the battle, are nearly
finished; and very beautiful they are, especi-

ally that of Umslopogaas, which' is exactly
like bim. As for that of myself, it is good,
but they have idealized my ugly face a little,
which is perhaps as well, seeing that thou-
sands of people will probaWy look at in the
centuries to come, and it is not pleasant to
look at ugly things. -

Then they told me that Umslopogaas' last
wish bad been carried ont, and that instead
of being cremated, as I shall be, after tbe
usual custom here, he bad been tied up Zulu
fashion, with bis knees beneath bis chin, and,
having been wrapped in a thin sheet of beaten
gold, entombed in a bole hollowed out of tbe
masonry of the semicircular space a tbe top
of the stab he defended so splendidly, whicb
faces, as far as we can judge, almost exactly
toward Zululand. Tbere be sits and will sit
forever, for they embalmed bim with spiors
and put bim in an air tight stone corTer,
keeping bis grim watch beneath the spot be
bold alone against a multitude; and tbe peopH
say that at night bis ghost rises and stands
shaking the phantom of Iukosi kaas st phan-
tom foes. Certainly they fear during tbe
dork hours to pass the place where tbe hero

I is buried.

CHAPTER XXIIL
I BSVI SPOUX.

It was a week after Nyleptha's visit, when
I bad begun to get about a Uttls in tbe
middle of tbe day, that a message earns to
me from Sir Henry to say that Borais would
be brought before tbera ta tbe queen's fin
aatechamfcer at midday, and requested my
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Vmtlopvgaai held the stair.
In another second the sturdy Kai a had alsc

slain a man, and then began a scene the like
of which has not been known to me

Up rushed the assailants one, two, three
at a time and as fast as they came the ax
srashed and the sword swung, and down they
rolled attain, dead or dying. And ever a
the fight thickened, the old Zulu' eye seemed
to( get quicker and bis arm stronger He
snouted out lug war cries and the names of
chiefs whom he bad slain, and the blows of
bis awful ax rained straight and true, shear
ing in rou gn everytmng ttiey leu on. There
was none of the scientific method be was so
fond of about this last immortal fight of bis
he bad no time for It, but struck with his full
strength, and at every stroke a man sank in
bis tracks and went rattling down the marble
iteps.

They backed and hewed at him with swords
and spears, wounding him in a dozn places
till he streamed red with blood, but the shield
protected his head and, the chain shirt bis
vitals, and for minute after minutejided by
tbe gallant &u Venul, be still held the Stair

At last Kara's sword broke, and he grappled
with a foe, and they rolled down together,
ar 1 he was cut to pieces, dying like the brave
man that he was.

Unislopogaas was alone now, but he never
blenched or turned. Shouting out some wild
Zulu battle cry, he beat down a foe, ay, and
another and another, till at last they drew
back Irom the slippery, blood stained steps
and stared at him in amazement, thinking
that he was uo mortal man.

The wall of marble block was four feet six
high now, and hope rose in my heart as
leaned there against it, a miserable, helpless
log, and ground my teeth, and watched that
glorious struggle I could do no more, for
bad lost my revolver in battle.

And old Umslopogaas, be leaned, too, on
his good axe, and, faint as be was with
wounds, be mocked them, bo colled them
"women" the grand old warrior, standing
there, one against so many I And for
breathing space none would come against him,
notwithstanding Nusta's exhortations, till at
last old Agon, who, to do him justice, was a
brave man, mad with baffled rage, aud seeing
that the wall would s on ba built and hlu
plans defeated, shook the great speur he held
and rushed up the dripping steps.

"Ah, an! shouted too sum, as be recog
nized the priest's flowing white beard, "it is
thou, old 'witch finder!' Come on! 1 await
thee, white 'medicine man;' come on! come
on! 1 have sworn to slay thee, and I ever
keep my faith."

On he came, taking him at his word, and
drove the big spear with such force at Urn
slopozai that it sunk right through the
tough shield and pierced him in the neck.
The Zulu cost down the transfixed shield, and
tliiit moment was Agon's last, for before be
could free bis spear and strike again with a
shout of "There's for thee, rain makerl"
Umslopogaas grijicd Inkosi-kaa- s with both
bands, and whirled her on high, and drove
her right on to his venerable bead, so that
Agon rolled down dead among the corpses of
his fellow murderers, and there was an end
of bim and his plots together. And even as
he fell a great cry rose from the foot of the
stair, and looking out through the portion of
the doorway that wos yet unclosed we saw
armed men rushing up to the rescue, and
called an answer to their shouts. Then the
would be murderers who yet remained on the
stairway, and among whom I saw several
priests, turned to fly, but, having nowhere to
go, were butchered as they fled. Only one
man stayed, and he was tbe great lord Nasta,
Nyleptha's suitor, and tbe father of the plot.
For a moment the block bearded Nasta stood
with bowed face leaning on his long sword as
though iu despair, and then, with a dreadful
shout, he too rush d up at the Zulu, and,
twinging the gli tering sword around bis
bead, dealt him such a mighty blow beneath
bis guard that the keen steel of tht heavy
blade bit right through the chain armor and
deep into Umslopogaas' side, for a moment
paralyzing bim and causing bim to drop
bis ax. , f

Raising tbe sword again, Kasta sprang for-

ward to make an end of bim, but little be
knew bis foe. With a shake and a yell of
fury, the Zulu gathered himself togetlier ami
prang straight at Nasta's throat, as I bavs

sometimes seen a wounded lion spring. He
struck him full as bis foot was on the top-

most stair, and bis long arms closing round
him bk iron bands, down they rolled to
gether struggling furiously. Iiasta was a
strong man and a desperate, but be could not
match the strongest man In Zululand, snre
wounded tbougb be was, whose strength was
as the strength of a bulb In a mlnut ths
end rame. I saw old Umslopogaas stagger to
I feet ay, and saw him,, by a single irlgan- -

lie efTurt, swing up tbe struggling assta.
ar.d. with a shout of triumph, burl bim
straight over tbe parapet ef the bridge, to b--

"It runs thus, 'Tbou didst strive to win tb
love of my lord Incubu. It is for this crims i'J.that my sister will slay me, not because
levied war. It is perhaps happy for thee,
Nyleptha, that I fixed my mind upon his lort
too late.

"Listen," she went on, raising her voice, "1

have naught to say save that I would I had
won Instead of lost. Do tbou with me even
as thou wilt, O queen, and let my lord tha
king there" (pointing to Sir Henry), "for now
will be b) king, carry out the sentence, as it
is meet he should, for as be is the beginning
of the evil, let him also be the end." and sho
drew herself up and shot one angry glance at
him from her deep fringed eyesind then be-

gan to toy with her spear.
Sir Henry bent toward Nyleptha and whis-

pered something that I could uot catch, and
then ' the queen spoke.

. "Sorais, ever have I been a good sister to "

tbee. When our father died, and there was
much talk in the land as to w hether thou
shouldst sit ufon the throne with nie, I being
the elder, I gsve my voice for thee and said,
'Nay, let her sit. - Bhe is twin with me; wo
were born at a birth ; wherefore should the one
be preferred before the otheiT And so has li
ever been 'twixt thee and me, my sister, But '

now thou knowest in what sort tbou hast re-

paid me; but I have prevailed, and tby life
ia forfeit, Sorais. And yet art thou my sis-

ter, born st a birth with me, and we played
together when we were little and loved each
other much, and at night we slept In tbe some
cot with our arms each around the other's
neck, and therefore even now does my heart
go out to tbee, Sorais. i

"But not for that would I spare thy life,
for thy offense has been too heavy; it doth '
drag down the wide wings of my mercy even
to the ground. Also, while thou dost live the
land will never be at peace.

"Yet sbalt tbou not die, Sorais, because
my dear lord here bath begged thy life of me
as a boon ; therefore as a boon and as a mar-
riage gift give 1 it to him, to do with even as
be wills, knowing that, though tbou dost love
bim, be loves tbee not, Sorais, for all tby
beauty. Nay, though tbou ait lovely as the
night in all her stars, O Lady of tbe Night,
yet is it me his wifa wlwui be loves, and not
thee, and then fare doT give thy life to him."

Sorais flushed tip to bor eyes and said noth-
ing, and I do net think that I over saw a man
look more mi&iable than did Sir Henry at
that moment Somehow Nyleptha's wsy of
putting the thing, though true and forcible
enough, was not altogether pleasant

"I understood," stammered Curtis, looking
at Good "I understood that you were at-

tached eb attached to to tbe Queen Bo-roi-s.

I am eh not aware what the in
short, tbe state of your feelings may be Just
now; but if they happen to be that way in-

clined, it bas struck me that in short, it
might put a satisfactory end to an unpleasant
business. Tbe lady also bas ample private
estates, where I am sure she would be at lib- - '
erty to live unmolested so tar as we are con-

cerned, eb, Nyleptha! Of course I only sug-grt-."

"So far as I am concerned," said Good, col-
oring up, "I am quite willing to forget the
past; and if the Lady of the Night thinks me
worth having I will marry her or
when she likes, and try to make ber a good
husband,"

Ali eyes were now tamed to Sorais, who
sod with that same slow smile upon ber
beautiful face that I bad noticed tlie first
time that I ever saw ber. Bbe paused a tittle
while and cleared her throat, and then thrice
she courtetied low, once to Nyleptha, once to
Curti and once to Good, and began to speak
in mcoxtitad bwies.

"I thank thee, most gracious uueen and
sfeter, for tbe loving kindness tbou hast
shown me from my youta up, and especially
tn that tbou bas been pleased to gvs u J


