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tion had no constitutional war
pant.  Govewsr Blanchard, who
wae o strong friend of the meas-
ure, informed  those who had it
in charge that he would gladly
sign the Lill on ite passay
constitutional ]urz'f-mif"!-‘r vould be
found for it.  Buch o prtrn'h’l f
eould not he found, and the bil

fterrancan water supply was net
sutlicient o water o much greats
or aren thanwus already watered

whiel was insienificant
the canal

Ly wells,
when compared with
acredlc.

i The project of
| Mermentau at Grand Chenier was
proposed by Capt. Lowry, of Cal-
casien parish.  Expert extion-
tion confirmed the opinion that
the project was feasible.  Imme-
Logislature of Louis-
jana wasasked for assistance, and
that body memorialized Gongress
nsking for permission to danm the
Through the

dumming the

dintely the

Merinentas river.
active amd energetie
Congressman Robert . Broussarid
Lassisted by the eptire Lonisiana
delocation in the lower Ho
f anid both the Louisiana Benators,
bl authorizing ihe hmprove-
ter the direction of the
« Department, was passed by

L A JWd

work of

Wik iliu‘.nf!ulu'!l.

On the abandonment
hill Governor Blanehard, who had
siven evidence of his desive tado

of this

3 R

w Y W .1 '

it Pt

Liv power, congistent

v
veceived the sane State, to assist the people of this
cetion in the emerzeney thid
amfronted thew, snecested the
winn of the Mermentau bas

o of the President,

v e Tretration & Lnproves | e

jation was Chen formed | i

i S s

stve the project material|
A femporary strueture |

About two thirds ]hnntﬂ limitation, and only a few

tavs remuited in which to draw

1t up the billand put it throngh the
Pusnal ronitine,
L tinme

There was  litile
for consultatiom. It was
not felt that there was need for
convraldigeussion of the proposed
incasure, for all men knew the
ceaeral intent and purpose of the
aovement and of the proposed
faw in which the movement had
fnally eculminated.  The purpose
and intent of the proposed law
more and  no less than
That the proposed  leveo
it should be maintuined by
ite vrorata of  the State's Engine
cor iy, and by a tax not toox-
covil two sd one hall cents por
ralzed un Junds i
s water deawn from the
or its tributaries.

WE e

Pll

Zl Lt was co |I‘ nl's}\lh’tl“lﬂt this tax

should be puid by persons or cor
porations aetually pumping waler
from the Mermentau and  its
tributarics—not by the users of
sieh water, hut by pumpers  of
the water. that is by the canal
companivs and persons maintain-
ing private plants.

We and our assvceiates, who are
rv«;pon:ihlv for the introduetion
of the law, declare this to have
been and to be the full extent
and purpose of this law. This
was the understanding of Govern:
or Blunchard who supggested it3
it was the understandingof Sen-
ator Drew and Representatives
Carver and Bgan who supported
it and it was the understanding
of the members of both Houses
whe voted for it. To this con
struction of the intent and pur
pose of the law we understand
ourselves to be pledged by Gov:
crnor Blanehard, who has  con-
nissioned us to exeeute ity and
we hereby renew our pledze sato

with the lay and his duty to the I L

construe and to execute the lav«

1 Lz pledee and publie declar -
| ation means no moreand it meand
no loss than this: That if the law
stands on the
we permitted to execute it, wuo
shall levy no tax except the tax
of not toexceed two and one-half
cents u bag on rice raised on
lands watered from the Mermen:
tau and it tributaries and con
tignous lakes, which tax shall be
paid by corporations or individ-
uals netnally pumping the water
who uses the

statuie books aml

irrespective  of
water.
Excented in  this manner the
buwrlen of the mainbenance of the
dam, which we firmly believe fo
he the salvation of the riee in-
dustry of Southwest Louisiana.
will full on the State Engineer's
fund which imposes no additional
{2, and on the canal compunics,
where it belongs, and the canal
commanies will bear the expensa

prevata. The law will impose no
Lupden on any but those who
factiatly pump water asdeséribed
]

HES LA

The Flaet

Engineer’s funl
A1 cive the levee districh
andneome of at legst 15,000 per

Tie canal sereagein the

bt 200,000 acres.

alomie

HAEEEATE I

distried

fur the g gee of ratsing the|in duto a leves rict, nndor the of uoly eight bags to
‘ fands for the undertulking, The | provizions of the State low o6 tug of two aml one-
intention wasto Granes theworlt Lepnine  levee  distriets. Fhi r hayg will furnish @
| by veluntary contnbutions. No sureestion was adopted *".'.i,U W per buiis
i aor assessnron ! was to be levaed, up, the leves hig wlome s 0Tt {han suflicicnt
i L i foree Le- | o pay for amd malntain fhe duilk
| il edd it ds oyl without furiheg
| usong T st 6f the Logisiad |J syanstration I‘rimi- any ofhet
Pl ined e page 5




