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AN ADDRESS

To the People ot the Vmerumentau

Levee Jlhstrtet:

We feel that we' owe ii to yo uI.

aintd to oursil'vi( to ;lbah, , lcai

of the lez .dlati 'e act ertati ii '

MernlenltaU Levee District; oil lle

ti U11111. of tilt at t a~id (it fhlit -t

l of the lxx has !

!'i ti l

hi Cuh tzit thie tiatts i1. tue

;ast , let u-: r!'; Vli iew' th ;i--

i. {1' 1it the li-trwi t

I'hie irrsiur s iir LI A1 Ii 1T rt lcc

of tine 6U.,' t '.',' jl'Lf C ii: e in (1st;:-
dates fromlli ithe m=ucceii i syte o iru:-
r10 _ioa iiti ab iiiten Lfs111 ofr-
Ilih tie 11ri' V IS~l'( the canals

!lwdc" to \rfi"'y -ev;'r' dt \:2 Ci.llt i. ' of
\1'111('11 \\E r :: "tt ttt lle :`lthj lii tii'
I'a tal tit s Ttic canal i: i

t1it I'I'it' l li ll'' \C11il i or iri C: 1,1101
1111' crlanl le- i' ! V jal nt

':rtr~iln ,l~t wa'teril l 19111, jtl-

luitowe i~v Ue 1a t XXIIe ('inIvaslion

III 111(12, \\i!" ut ei .t vts'l ahtolut

o') Iter c1.P lt ofthe cropl of that

*1 'ar. At the (' (1 tue seitsO)l

of 190`_ it. wa1s al)jlIarnt. lthat uli-

iet~s he lice ii ~! j'tri wa to'1 t(I 0

"I I' to '.Xir it' I "at ears

Value A.lti ,iii rti-.

;L`.'I ~ l. Uils It: i0 ttill LIIt ex

t'ld .1 :a Prhlt th.01

1 ttitrth c Iii d 1 c tll of ir

11iatloll illust it a(,ahhaliL:iedl or

tth salt water muust be sllltI out.

Ihttll 1111 eul~t .1 thle cana~l s}'stei11

et ij 'i 
a
t1it 1)11 till alIt -ProioVjl~ucl:''

111 1.1 anl t he s-Xhi 1sX'stem~, and11 cx

p131"li'ce ihad -!htwlt thlat hue sub-

tI flitei. l watill supply~ w'ass ntt

'1 ht t lIet to wvater a 11uch01 great-

I iir lrea) ithanii 'ias ta(IV caw"atereil

I~ wells whIICic wvas isinJnihicallt

IX hiell c.ompiared w ithi the canalt

acreaLe.

Tihe project of damming the

1erlnhilltau at Granll Chenier was

propiosed(l J)V Capt. Lowry, of C'al-

casieu parisIh. Expert iipt v(sti 4 L-

t iui icU ltiri11e'(l the (),opinon that,

the project was feasible. Iminle-

diately the Leg:i:.lature of Louis-

]a iia. 1: a askcel in' assist'alce, uiad

I~ tea' ldy nieim rial i zed Congress

1 f or p'rn i ssion to clani the

riienlltaK river. Thiroughi the
I li'gti ~r~io

active iatl E-llergatic work of'
iUcni, re iie no r Robert. F. Br1'ussal' l

as s se l the ei tire L' nisiania

1iele';at i ii in the lower House
ai nd ti the Louisiana Senators,

hiI aiutl rixilc ntihe improve.
! 1 he diretion ot te

V!- r Di)eparti1eit, Nvas pasedl byv

., "C rcioe iv(- the sanec

t i's. t ;he It e-iliev t.

;l li I' -1 t.III a: a- t100 v 1 fn1rlrIv('

tunIl for the ulillertttkill. The

iteiti(it 1 1 -r. tf1wW' 'the WI;Ia1

l)\ \00it1t~TV 40o1ii itt iii No

iil or ,L "'- il'1 1 \\ "k. to Le l(ox tel

.1 UP '- 1;

out. dili'icultvy. Ahtsut t'i\t lijis i

of thtise lnlll jting u wateri froti th

1lerineiifau iptsl ('tin i It it' vOu I

fanners. merlll? a d p f': 1ltl1111O tlc'l~a im'i(ti (''liti-s1

Pac ific raiirotiat. rcWcoi-ni t ei n

vital i zltirta ltrne ii il( (.'1 1

prise. giave Vh lit jut to0jCt t i tt01 i-i

'u3l t il't. A . 1 ilaiiul'tl, V sit t ' li or

was illtflilt'tll illn i 11(' o mi i r t ill.
ric r oi-rp if 1 1etI. Meamiwit ill the

HIvOasi 1- ir fulnd- was j1 
11'::i 

cl~i ':a ii

ti 1 sa-zimi i 1f 1903 Ihll( init:(la-

tl(1;i o f l; e 'll ttll "111- 1 I'll, -t -u i.,,
Ieini hutiit e f1 1:il ( ('r thIe season.

Slie" Rice hIrl'i.atti li 4Sz Jitprit\o-

111001t Ass-!(tiut l tii itu in0 that ii

anr (it'(tti ahiu t $-10,000, itruti 
,0 i -t ii , ill-ro l O1`i" c78,O00

sot1 Sc1 ri I(i. andt it wvas app~areit.

tha~t it wa-i ijliotssiblol to raise

'' h ail ttihiit itet'c wvhat.

share'( i-'u -:t I t: ad l to tin-jr suit

srip itls ile' iiiher sll hi;'lill-

I lie iruiaiileniaiiceof the (ila. The
Xs-: (ciatiiil was` at the Co-il of its

restturces.

Ini this i 01era'eacv' it 'aas (1e-
te'ruitined1 Itt ask (omigress fotr
assbi-lii0. a??( . well cralulizCe

ul tn-Sistafl('e". 1 \ n' 01 i(1't 1-t

ilnteres;t ini talc' ri.:e belt broui;tlt

its iIiiQ tot Lear )ii oge4

ayrt-i (S~ i ivtl by l~ I)( du iiLIi'5 Iii

g-'ti(. tl 'r1_I'ss tt1 e--. lite cii r,!e i4

.1 01y ik or 1)a-is an approprira
t ill

tar it. But e very eflrt. in' ithltis

L, ii::iturie fir relief. A bill

was imttroducctl inito the lower
House by lRcprefentative ELaIIn,

of Acadia, appropriating the sulm

of ($60,000 for the completion aond

maintenancc of lthe Merment.au

dam and locks. The bill had the

support of the leading men of

the State, and of the nlewjIapers,

and it. ou ild have untluestionaly

become a law had it not been di(;-

coverOd that such an appr)lpria

t.ion had no constitutional war

iant. Goveroir Blanchard, who

was a strong; friend (of the meas-

ure, informed those wiho had it

in charge that Ih' would gladly

sign the hill on its pass:ee if a

constitutional irecedelnt c',uhl be

f:ond for it. Suchi a pre'edentht

could not he feol,, a;1
d the bill

wvas abandone,'l.

On th1' alandoInent of thiis

hill Gooverlor Bla rnhard., who had

-.iven ,evidlei:ce o(f hi- desirOe todl,

all witlhin 1hi'" IpoW."', Co1nsistent

with the law anl his duty to the

State, to, assist the pe•,ple of i!bis

ectioni in th' (iinerg'1ecy that

cortei thono, ! socesteid the

forl',ati:On of the MT-rweniantl has-
ic: i:t a 1. e -lstri t, 1, 1.

provilen:s :f th State law '-

(rni' ' ,( i, v i itliets. 'fIhis

frie,1 ,,l- 1 t 'a'Vsti;n WaS aduited.

anlt a ill .1 wn u to, t1 e lovee

ditric' t i .a i ady in fr, , ' '

1!.0' t; ••I •.'i 
I
. ,I 0 1['C

dayos remainel d in which to d(ra1\

up the bill and put it through tiloe
iunal rolitile. There was litIlh
ti)me for consiltatuiln. It wnaf
unt. felt that there was need for
( ivral discussion of the propo)sed
m-asure, for all men knew tho

,ro,+eral intent iatl purpose of tho
:)i, velment and of the nproolxled
l\\w in which the movement hadi
fiiti lly culmlinated. The plurlpo,•

d:el intent of the prIxsed law
:- i,) more and Iino less than

1 : 'lThat lthe prol)pose(d leve,

,ii•ri(" s.ould he maintainied I
itsi- ,lpr ata of the States Engin"

I 1 i'l ::, andl Iy a tax not toi cx
, t , , ,-, :tnd ione half cents <( t

ha1 ,, i. , raised on lands it

riar. i ,1 ) water dirawn from thi.'
Mc:":, i1r1 or its tributaries.

It wa:. (4c)lnkl" ,)lat'ed that this tax
sihuldl lh' paid by persons or cor-
jp4ratio,•II actually pumping water
from the MernIenrtau and its
trihutarie~ -not by the users of
such water, but by pumnlpers (4
the water. that is by the canal
c('mIpllnies and IKlrsons0 malintiain-

ing private plants.

We and our associates, who are
responsible for the introduction
of the law, declare this to have
been and to be the full extent

and plurpose of this law. This

was the understanding of Govern-
or Blanchard who suggested it;

it was the understanding of Sein
ator Drew and Representatives
(Carver and Egan who supportcd
it: and it was the understanding
of the imembers of both Houses

\vI)() voted for it. To this con

structi(1n iof the intent and pur

p,•..' of the law we understand

o urselves to bie pledged b)y Gov
crnor lBlanchard, who has con'-

iiis i(1:,17ed u; to( execute it, andl

we hereby renew our pledge soty,
cst;lrue and to execute the lay

1 his pledge and public decla

atill IllmeallS no ore an(l it illeaUIOn

no less than this: That if the law

stands on the statute books and

we Iermiitted to execute it, we

shall levy no tax except the tax

of not to exceed two and one-half

cents a bag on rice raised on

lands watered from the Mermen,

tau and its tributaries and con

tiuous lakes, which tax shall ber

paid by corporations or in(ivid-

uals actually pumping the waterm

irrespective of who uses the

water.

Executed in this manner th:o

burden of the mnaintcnanc( of tlhe(

damt, which we firmly believe to

be the salvation of the rice in-

dustry of Southwest Louisiana.

will fall on the State Engineer'4

fuld which imposes no additional

tax, and on the canal compnlanies.

wl;er' it belongs, and the canal

4,; ,Ianuaniis will iear tile expense

,rr',:ala. The law will impose no

lhmrdr'in on any but those whio

:wt-;ally pumpnnl water asdesdfribed

'I'!: t'a- e Engzineer's funl.

alt, . 11 : ive the levee distric!,

.:I i t,."-n of at least a$1m5,O t) Iper

;,;1u.. Tl'ie (anal acroeage in the

Ilistript i: tl, t 200,000 acres:

1: ab I '0 onily eight bags toi

tii, a ,;', a tax of two andt one-

h'I' E c ; ,: I , x will furniih 

revenue ! ;•,000 per antmln.

This anlon, w :,(,r,: tilan :: :;Ic ; ll

to) pay for a:mi maintain ;the cEiM:A

:tn i i P 1,lin without fuit tr'

,. :o,3 trati;,• tihat any othie*


