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Diversity of Opinion,

The Cuban Rice Bill as View-

ed by Leading Papers.

The New York Sun's much

discussed article on the Cuban

rice bill is as follows:
Some months ago an American

lbv representing the rice in-
terests of Louisiana and T xas

jlought pressure to bear on the

Cuban Congress for the purpose
of inducing that body to inerease

the duty on all rice imported into

the island. The proposed in-

crease, affected by the 40 per
cent advantage given by the

rgociprocity treaty, would open
the Cuban market to the Ameri-

can product, which the Cubans
cannot now afford to buy. Seeing

only a possible benefit to Ameri-

can trade, and without compe
teuiiknowledge of the results of
the bill or.the methods by which
it is beag forced upon the Cu-
.bans .ariofis American papers
have given The movement their
approval.

In 1904 Cuba imported 196,439,-
462 pounds of rice, of a value of
$8,864,307, or practically two
cents a pound. All except an in-
sigtlificant quantity was Asiatic
rice,imported chiefly via Europe.
England supiplied nearly 60 per
cent of it, Germany about 30 per

cent, and the remainder came
from various countries. About
4,,00,000 pounds, valued at $90,-
000, was supplied by the United

SStates. As the consumption for

1904 was a fair average of Cuba's
annual requirement, the trade lis
evidently worth having. But
the American people neither need

,r want a trade which is almost
bhoked out of a weaker neighbor,

akinst the wish and contrary to
the interests of the weaker
country. If we cannot get busi
ness by fair and open methods,
or without playing the bully, we
could better maintain our nation-
ail lf-respect by getting along
without it.

The present Cuban duty on
rice is $1.20 per 100 kilos (about
200 pounds) for shipments from
all countries except the United
;States. The rate on -rice from
this country, under the reciproc-
ity treaty, is only 72 cents. The
so-called ley de arroz, or rice bill,
proposes an increase to $2.75 per
100 kilos, which would give to the
United States an advantagp of
$1.10, or one-half a cent a pound
over all competitors. 'to this
there might be no objection if it
did not mean a large increase in
the cost of an article of diet which
isin Cuba quite what flour is in

• th United States. It is the
staple feed of the people. And
the proposal is that every Cuban
peasant and nvorkman shall' pay
an annual sunr from his pittance
for the benefit of American rice

a growers and American and Cui
ban transportation companies.

It is claimed by the promoters
of the measure that the increas
ed cost would be trivial,, that the
rate paid on present imports is
$1.20, and that the new rate on
imports from the United States
would be $1.65, an increase pf
only 45 cents on 220 pounds, or
less than a quarter of a cent per
pound. Assuming Cuba's total
supply to b'e obtained from this
c0untrv, which it would not be,
even that would add nearly $500,-
000 a year to the island's cost of
living.

'iThere are several interesting
features in this movement to
which attention i be called.
When Cubans who. ben i

dd to support such a "i
asuh rguments as some
advaud, they at onmice la•
cause open to s i•p.ii•
.rgument made y an

Sthe Cuban~

fair to the United States. The
fact is that a special agent, Gen-
eral Tasker H. Bliss, virtually
dictated the terms of the reci-
procity treaty,having at all times
and in all items, as an expert
authority, clearly in vie'w the
equalizing of American competl -

tion with that of all other lands.
If we did not get all that proper-
lv belongs to us we need no Cup
ban advocates to pibtest against
the unfairness of the result.

Another argument is that the
advantage given to Cuban sugar
in our custom houses is one of
the causes of "the deficit in our
revenues, and therefore Cuba
should do what shecan to help us
out of our financial hole by in-
creasing, even at her own cost,
her purchases from us. Such
arguments are silly and ridicu-
lous. If they were less so they
would be as disgraceful to us as
they are to those who utter them.
Another argument widely used
is that if this advantage is not
given the present treaty will be
abrogated and no new treaty
made. Those who use that arg-
ument,whether Cubans or Amer-
ican, officials or laymen, go far
beyond the bounds of any justi-
fieation.

American rice growers cannot
supply the rice required by Cuba
nor can the product of American
fields be sold in competition with
the rice of Saigon and Rangoon,
The total American production
last !year was about 470,000,000
pounds, out of which about 75,-
000,000 pounds was exported.
In addition to our home product
ion we imported for domestic
consumption more than 100,000,-
000 pounds of rice, rice flout',rice
meal and broken rice. It would,
in view of these facts, be inter-
esting to know just where we
are to get the 200,000,000 pounds
needed by Cuba. It certainly
cannot come from our domestic
production, because we do not
produce it. If it be a question
of supplying the cereal from the
Far East, a proposition to which
the promoters of this scheme
would object strongly, we fail to
see why American traders, withthe present 40 per cent tariff ad-
vantage, may not now compete

with England and Germany.

The truth of the matter is that
the Cuban rice bill, in its copcep-
tion and the methods which have
been used to foist it on the Cuo
ban people, is discreditable to
the United States, It should re-
ceive. no official support, and
should receive 'vigorous opposi-
tion and condemnation from the
press. It was jammed through
the Cuban House, is hung up in
the Cuban Senate, and should it
pass the Senate would be vetoed
by the President were it not for
his fear that the United States
would charge him with showing
favor to England and Germany.

Outside of a flnancially inter
ested clique the rice bill is con-
demned from one end of-Cuba to
the other. Should its promoters
succeed in jamming or bullying
it through the Cubasea must ex-o
Pect to see a cotton clique, a ma-I
chinery clique,.a wine lobby, ai
glass and crockery group, a boot
and shoe aggregation, and a long
procession of other interests de-
manding monopolistic privileges
in the Cuban custom house.

The New Orleans picayune
thinks retaliation should take the
place of reciprocity:

The announcesment that the
Cuban Senate rejected the rice
bill by a vote of 11 to I will prove
somethingo'f a disappohitment to
the American rice interests. The
measure, had it become law,
would have furnished a wider
market for Louisiana rice by en-
abling it to compete on more fav-
orable terms with 'reign rices
in Cuba. The bill provided for a
small inerease in the duty on
rice imports, which would have
encouraged the planting of more
rice in the islsnditself, and by
allowing the preferential tariff on
American rice provided the reci-
procity treaty our Loualsana rice
would hlave been directly benefit-
ed*'

As the measure had alr~ady'
passed the lower HoRuse of the
Cuban Congress, and as Presl-
dent Palma was uaderstood to
favor it, confden was felt in its
passing the Senateloltthstlad-
ing that itm was 'a8%stoo that a
vigorous qght was. beig made
on the bill it sme quarters. It

ow appeap that the opposition
stronger tha wasuesup d.

,~ext~s~rrrr~~i '9 ~s
t~ ~ c

to make the measure an issue in
the forthcomi pr identl
campaign if Pre~iden am's
administration sought; e• sm -
pass the passage of the:i .1

The Cuban Liberals ioppo
the rice bill on the ground thbt
it would increase the cost of one
of the main food supplies of the
people. ,Tbfp argument that the
small preferential ,that it would
give American rice was but a
poor return for the benefits aris-
ing from the reciprocity treaty
with the United States wasdisre-
garded,although strong requests
were sent from Washington urg-
ing favorable action, and Presi-
dent Roosevelt himself is report-
ed to have written a personal let-
ter to President Palma asking
that the bill be passed.

It is well to remember that-the
reciprocity treaty now in exist-
ence between this country and
Cuba was strongly, opposed in
Congress, on the ground that,
Caba was given immense bene-
fits for which she could make but
a very meager return. All op-
position was frowned down by
President Roosevelt, with the
statement that we were in duty
bound to aid Cuba, even though
we received nothing in return.
The Cubans have evidentally tak-
en him at his word, since they
have refused to pass a bill which
would give a great American in-
dustry a slight preference in
their markets, although they en-
joy a preferential 20 per cent in
our markets for their immense
sugar crop of a million tons and
more as well as for their import-
ant tobacco crop.

The fact of the matter is that
there is no sense of obligation to
us in the Cubans whatever, and
it is further a fact that they feel
in no way indebted for what this
country did for them in 1898 and
during the years immediately
following. They cordially dis-
like Americans and chafe under
the nominal restrictions placed
on them for their own good by
the Platt amendment.

It is now to be hoped that the
Administration will have its eyes
opened and undezatand hoiw ittle
the Cubans appleoi t evht h ae
been done for them. The reci-
procity treaty ought tobe repeal-
ed at the earliest possible mo-
ment and Cuba be forced to pay
the same duties on her sugar im-
portations in the' United States
which all other sugar-producing
countries have to pay. Certainly
Louisiana has evmry reastoode-
nounce the recipr city treaty,

which greatly damages our sugar
intereats, paE ,lar . io win
the remotion'ide.prives our rice froma reaping

moderate benefts which might
prove some small ofaset to the in
jury done the augar industry,

The Times-Demoorst says it isan exhibition of the prejudice to
and, sslion- of -•the: United
States:

"The famou• rice tariff bitl ba,
finally been defeated in the' tN.
ban Senate by aoteof to 2.
The Times-Democrat`•iapopuced
this'defeat so ie time ,j-more
the actual vote ltd been taken
on the meaesre, but •ea it -was
known that it was Wesri•i •
failure, for alert e4 9
measare h&& t en
Benate.it `has keeu
that'there was no chance of suc-
ces. -

"While originally o" e in the
interests of the hice e iers of
Lo[uisiana and Tcxas. wu *ouald
have been greatly beafitted had
the duty been raise&d year ago,
conditions have so "sng in
the boatel;i4 tAht
no see~ial interest was in - ie
proposaed law. I) wol dhave
been ofno benefit to our rice
growers, but, on- toe contrary,
would have greatly ilaEvcei
ed thbem. Wet
with to seamRpl
aibeen it b

woad open it
placds toC
in C~ba by
unable to sap ni
the rAit Pees. thist r

ment that te of la

Srbse

ticion of the. United States e-
ietingin the island,
'n"e lat was suggesd, tedhat itm

this Country and stronglur
frogd ere. Cuba'
ly bAefte by p
treaty with the United States,
anF it was' suggested that it
should show its apprepiation of
what we had done to help Cuban
planters by doing something to
help American farmers.- The
measure was urged asOan aet of
gratitude, and the State Depart
ment at Washington laid the mat-
ter before the Cuban govern-
ment, and President Roosbvelt
even sentaletter to President Pal.
ma, it is said, in favor the bill.

'"The lower house of the Cuban
Congress seemed-most favorably-
disposed and after an earnest de.
bate passed the bill, whereas the
Senate vetoed it by a majority of
more than five to o!i without
any debate whatever.

"The explanation lies in Cuban
politics and the approach of the
Cuban presidential election. The
party friendly to the United
States, finding that the' opposi-
tion was making capital out "of
the question, veered around and
voted with the opposition against
the bill. Perhaps we have no
reason to corn plain of this mani-Ffestation of Cuban politics,: for

we have, not infrequently, seen
something of the same kind in
our Congress."

The following is the. Havana
Post's last appeal to the Cuban
Congress in behalf of the bill, in
its issue of August 18:

"The figures which have been
given by the New York Sun in.
arguing against the rice bill are
so absurd as hardly to merit at-
tention, but as a few people- may
be misled by the erroneous
statements of this rich papei, we
will again refer to its ridiculous
pretention that the United States
has no rice to export. Would
President Roosevelt, we want to
ask, do such a ridiculous thing
as express the hope that this rice
bill would Hass so as to providesa
market-for American rice, when
there was no American rice? Of
course not. Would the assistant
secretary of state of the United
States urge the Cun minister
regarding the rice bill if the Unit-
ed States had nqthing to gain.
Of course not,

"Where do the figures which
come from the Suta come from?
Are they not manufacured either
in the office of the Sun or among
the opposition down here in Ouba
Instead of quoting these figures
off hand the waythat it does, why
does not the-Sungo to thedepart-
iuedt of agriculture and ask Sec-
retary Wilson regarding the cap.
acity of American rice indust-
ries? The reason is plain: the
San did not want the truth, be-
cause the truth would not serve
its 'p rposes. . .... -.

"Cuba has-othing for which t6
thank the iNewYorkIStt Whhe:
the Sun speaks of Mr. Palma, the
beloved presidentdof thisre tblic
it characterizes bim a sa imail of a
"weak mind, and without back-
bone," statements in which there
is just as much truth li in the
absured figures which :the Sun
has-quoted in reference to the
rice" bill. T'he -Cubans know
these sentiments of theSaiin nd
even the political ojiponets 'of
Mr. Palma do not- relish having
their chief executivespoken- of
in the way, that it doe and f
that reason, if for no othbr what
the Sun says will I'ave little e-
fect upon the afairs of Cubsa.

'tBut there is one reasbn
all other that should cocnctr the
senate in the passing of this bile'
that is the fact that President
Roosevelt wants it. -'Ithe presi'
dent of the United Stat~s •oei•
promised himself ioarder to ,ii
cure reciprocity f•r Cub; andtif
Cuba shows their evidence of a,

the interview a few daf s ago be-pween Assstant Seretary de
and the .•ban mi ter,. Mi .

oosawlo 4e Quesado, :hen the
~ttyr wats urged to irg= his *

etntent to pass the bill bt
the bint rearon for the Cube-
seaste to peas the bib i' _ aict

thatit itwill help M.. Roosevelt.",f~if~rS~i;~s; .flx d"i~
'L~h~~

ofA

7%he Third Annual, published

letin, whic isc i replete with bea•,:
tifully histrated- artidoe s- tresat-
ing on the mtany varied industries
of the Phllppiges, contains the
followirig interesting write up ona
the rfce fIarm at HMrca Tarlac:

The soil of this aim is: poorer
than that of -most of. the rice
farms of the islands and is not as
level as it should be to give .the

best results. About 1,000 acres
can be put under cultivation.
Eight hundred acres have been
cleared and diked. Six hundred
acres are-•ow growing rice and
200 more will •"'planted bb the
middle of October. The last wet'
season's trop consisted of abbut
80 acres; on which the yield was
very good P Four hudred acres
were' plantd for the dry- season
with a quick-maturing Japanese
seed. never previously tried tin
the Philippines. The experiment
resulted it failure, the Japanese
rice nho$prodacing 20 per cent of
the crop afforded by the: regular
Philippine dry-season rice,-
"inita." The Japanese, rice
proved too weak to hold itW din
against the strong tropical grass
es. ...

The native method of .lanting
riceisin seeding beds and then
transplanting by hand and the
Ameriean method ofrdi*ect seedk
ing by the see of drills have both
been tried. With -the faulty
methods of preparing land em-
ployed by' the Filipinos it.:' is
4oubtless better .to tranaplapt,
as the young plants are thus -giv-
en a good start over the weeds
which might otherwise choke
them out,but when land has been
properly pi-epared the plaming
of rice with drills is feasible and
gives excellent results.

It is found that horses and
mules stand the heavy work gn
the rice farm as well as iri the
Southern States of America. A
native teamster with four 'm'les
plows f•ar acres of land.per day,
while a native plowman with. 4
Chinese oxen, of which somne 10
head are in use on. the farm,
plows 2$ acres per day. .The
ordinary Fillipino, using 2 eara-
baos, is able to plow aboit one-
fifth of an acre per day. Two
carabaos are used in order ,tat
they may be interbchanged every
two or three hours.

Some 86,000 bushels of ritce
were lthreshed for the neighbor-
ingpeople, the work extending
over an area of approxsmately
12 *quaire miles. Its purpose
ways to die onstrte to t1e Fe
pinos the advantage of the ste m
thresher. This machine got so
much more rice front the stalks
than they had bin accustomed
to obtain by tramplng it out and-
er oot after it had stooeed for
weeks and been subject to' the
deperedtiopof theives and rpjs
that they at ifirst :coceived th
idea thatriee hidden inside tipe
separator was alived to &*w
from the spout of the machine,
thtnaagme ing the.e l output.

A i of, three : months is
or dpariL "ectu ed in thre

nlg rieby ,native methods,
25 per Ceat of the crEE is often
lost. Native 'methods of bulling
and cleaning are very crude asd
the Altabl ti y=ipredcts arie 'al1
Jost, vw$I oc threshed
steamL pwer is, ready 2 to, go t,

he cleaning mill at once, Mad •L
ier cent of theruah ried is sai2

ed in bhm an4 polah,wbieh mrke
exceleei t elttle food.. Theosice
crop being thus quickly diapdi
Of, the farmer and his labore••s
haveu• tmon putin other erops.
As a resultof the demonstra~tiet
padme, saveral *team thresbip

ea)tltbo besp ordere 4 il4-

A complete oea to *"0.te a

plw~igMs i* eri iedit# Md
ditching lns besordere by the

October a c erale in isase
a th arscwtilatei d masice paii

A good straw Ialer has beeit
iistalle=- At Monwpa. It caets

ibo#t $8 gld per to to bale ani
shp ee straw it Mmols, whoek r

Sth reia.quitea market for it a

I` tf
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iHarvesting of Leafls.
ana's Staple 'ropas
-Requires Extra

Help.

Begining with August, and ex-
tending up to the new year, thelabor forces of Louisiana are em-

plYyed during the ,major part of
that time in the barvestingof the
great crops of cotton, sugar cane
and rice grown in thisBtate, bart
vest'of the latter crop conduoted
when otton picki•gia in its prizn
al stage and cmpleted beforesg-
ar making begins, says the sugar
Planters Journal.

0? the above three, we, not
cobitingteor since it is eult t-
edin aminor hegree as a side
crop,rice is the easiest and quick•
est removed, -for it ripens earlier
anid more iolectively than doeith-
er of the other two rops, ;lad is
of such nature as to allow of its
removal with aloeehaiial means
mainly. While having the sad
vantaige of bing usceptibl ae to
harvest w tly a far ross number of
hands than is cotton or sugar
cane, its uniformity in maturitV,
and danger to loss from heavy
wina&nt1 raised storms, make it
imerativithathfllaboruig tone
bea mptloved to effect itevi ng1
Conseque itly, rice {asr& rst are
often known to standa rady to
AVp greatey prtes r necessary
la thrt are $be pther egricult
ural•4t ~t of te~tat i )ow-
ever, with a material shortage of
the rice crop this season, and the
curtailment of the acirese `n the
sugar foormery t devoted to
cereal, no ifadne anIevty l felt
by rice planters as to their abili-
ty tot s~cre adequate labor _ for
the harvest tbht has just began.

and shoeila theyb frad with

fair weather, t he taag otoi i•ecrop can be bonducted cheaply,
since the gratin is most all in an
up1iai tpsition. no storems hav-
ing ccuPred thus far to proastrite
it andi lengthen and increase

time and cost of cuttingnd date
rjo3ati of qpalt#.0r.

The neaton planters this ;ear
are face to face-withan embarras-
ing situation as regardsataklnoff
their crop of the le.ec) e .le,
for they are confronted
short ieds and acoma
good riies aobatise reded
-iel will saordligly cans.

sikrtbe paid greater pr
per haundred, which the plater
can ill a4oriian view of theco~too
crop ashetag. ThenouseqCemc-

es may be that the hands from
the cotton parishes will probab&t
leave those districts this Wfa3a
greater numbers than usual to
accept work in the remanerethe
and more agreerble cane eldas
this manner leaving the cottoe
grower short handed toibtas~g
the best he may with the remi*-
ing pickers left him.

Of the Louisianaagricultaar•s
most uncertain as to thelr tuir
supply for the 1905 harvest, the
chief are the sugar planrs who
teh larger riops than ever alik

ed before, are now perplexed ds
to the source from which .ti
thousands of needed ..laboP
may be drawn. This w•od ag.
be their position, or. rater i
would not be straiped to b d~ .
gree it is, were the existu~grra
antin regulations not liabl i '
tendiant the iast part of a
making, and the planterds i t
then continue to be s••bj•a
the preseat embarrametg e.s.
antine restrictiotne enftged f i
parish against parish ad a
boring States against thi ...
Portunately, there was comp
tively little or no cotton p
on sugar plantations this ,'eara
compared with 1904, andthitb,
or that was last year directe to
picking sugar-estate r• `o t
thsi tfa come n and *~t the
bieakingsr up of land &i pM
grinding planting operatiione.
the time thel`augraiskiag amU
paign is on, however, or Woo-
ourceful planters wil isa lM iA a
hood have found the mesas of
providing for laborers in geet
numbers to come to theam 'f
te cotton districts of Lio
and near-by States, asi sn
done, though this mad not be*
footed very largely until the awr
palgu is well uder way. TIh
shortage in the cotton crep, as
pointed out, should prove as ihe
portent factorin the -bringing as
bout this desideratum, and itapW
pears to us that the cottvon
hands will necessarily he the
chief class of outside labor we
must look to for aid in ttakl`g
the cane crop, inasmuch as it
seeoa no material labor. galm
will. now be had this mssea
through Italian and other .i *
ration.

taUR m w a -
And beat., in a labor riot, im$,

cPmad witt sacres, aw Ch ut r est
uorapyIte4 Bucklem's Aruica

* ad- was so. sunestd and wes
"} ittuati family," wrltra 0.

test*t' aI ;7WEmatt for ctbs and tiwo.
Only 25c at d#'* storem.:


