
ANALYSIS
Pitman-Spencerian Chartier By J. M. REASER, Prin. Com'I Department

the foremost novelists o0 the world and time was Charles
Ikens, a parliamentary shorthand reporter. He studied and

'eda system to which I am going to devote reverential atten-

g-Robert Fulton's steamboat it was the irst system-at least
-aglish speaking race.

0sly difference is that Fulton's achievement is unquestionably
tor of our mighty ocean greyhounds, our battleships. our

SFulton-" craft grew. The parent Pitman did not. It re-

*- approach to the subject entirely different from that for the

ef which Sir lsaac was knighted, to attain a result whose simpli-
legibility ani reading power destines it to rule the world-the

CHA RTI ER System o Shorthand. Remember those words

APPROACII T( TlHE SUBJECT ENTIRELY DIFFERENT."

Copperfl-ld (which is, most of the time, simply a character
•Dickens for his own autobiography) thus describes the trials and

of the weary and heart-rending time he had in learning Pit-'
prepare himself to report Parliament-AND THERE IS NOT A

1i0 ATTAINS TillS PROFICIENCY IN PITMAN WHO WILL
YOU THAT IllS TRIALS HAVE BEEN JUST AS GREAT'

"3 TIME HIE iAS TAKEN AR LONG.

lggght an improved scheme of the noble art and MYSTERY of
, which cost me ten and sixpence, and plunged into a sea of

that brought me, in a few weeks, to the confines of distrao-
fie changes that were rung upon dots, which, in such position,

a thing, and in such another position something else entirely
the wonderful vagaries that were played by circles; the unao-
consequences that resulted from marks like dies' legs; the tre-

4dscts of a curve in a wrong place, not only troubled my waking
reappeared before in my sleep. When I had groped my way

h these difficulties. and had mastered the alphabet, which
temple in itself, there appeared a procession of new

arbitrary characters--the most despotic characters I have
* When I had fixed these wretches in my. mind, I found that
Sdrive everything else out of it; then, beginning again, I forgot

I was picking them up. I dropped the other fragments of the
'khort, it was almost heart-breaking."

U Charles Dickens' own account of his struggles with what may
t•* parent system of all shorthand now in vogue.

! vivid and true picture ' the struggles of the best and bright-
who undertake, with this medium, to report so exacting and
kind of work as debates and speeches-with this eqception:

LEARN PITMAN, IN SPITE OF EFFORT. OTHERS
UIRE A FAMILIARITY WITH WHAT THEY WRITE
ENABLE THEM TO TRANSCRIBE IT ACCURATELY AND

INE WHY THIS IS SO-TO LAY BEFORE YOU WHY IT
$0 WITH THE WONDERFUL SPENCERIAN CHARTIER 8YS-

AIM OF THESE COMPARATIVE ANALYSES.
Pitman was born in 1813.

a scholarly thinker.
'I he published what he called "Stenographic Soundhand."

•tems, the invention of a trained, logical and well-ordered tn-
those Intellectual qualities.

as trace the mental process by which Sir Isaac devised the al-
once ruled the stenographic world.
a graduate of the British Normal College. fell back on the
I circle; the angle or slant of straight lines, and finally suo-

esmposing an alphabet, itself easily remembered, but, used as
system, presenting difficulties it requires months and years

sa thoroughly as to be able to take testimony, spesehes, ete.,
In some instances, a heavy percentage, this mastery is never

ek into this, first tracing the steps of Sir Isaao's pioneer
.thE analyse why this system, having no reference to English
-pe ingrained habit of the mind by which people spell and

requires so much study and work of the student of it
master it
took a circle and out it up into as many parts as would ea-

use the segments or arcs as symbols for consonant sounds
This is indicated by the points checked off in the

Turn we to Figure 1
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circle of Figure 1, marked with numerals from 1 to 8. Segment. arc or
curve. 1-7. he called "f"; curve, 2-8. "th"; curve, 4-6. "s"; curve, 5-7,
"sh"; curve, 1-3, "1"; curve. 8-5. "r". Having thus obtained six con-
sonant signs or symbols, he doubles the use of five of these by writing
them heavy and thus giving symbols for the heavy sounds of these five
consonant signs. Thus the sign for "f," written heavy. becomes "v";
"th" (as in "myth") becomes, written heavy, "th" (as in "with"); "s"
becomes "a"; "l" is written upward or downward, the usefulness of I
this segment of the circle is single; "r" written heavy becomes the vowel e
sound, "y"! "M" and "n" are the top and bottom of the circle.

SIR ISAAC WAS STILL SHORT AT LEAST EIGHT CONSONANT
SOUNDS, and he proceeded to use all possible unconfusable radii of the
circle for these missing consonants: Radius, 2-c, he called "p"; 3-c, "t";
4-c, "ch"; 1-c, "k." Observe, please, that there is not a single other seg-
ment of the circle or ralius thereof which can be used without imminent
and even hopeless danger or confusion, but he had now all necessary
CONSONANT SOUNDS and the EMBRYO of a system, HOPELESSLY
NONFLUENT, and DESTINED ABSOLUTELY to require, for the reason
of its CUMBERSOMENESS. a vast distionary of word-signs.

HE HAD NOT YET A SINGLE VOWEL SIGN. Of these-in the
writing of English, these vowel signs are absolutely imperative, at least:
ah, eh. ee, aw, oh, oo, and (short) a, e, I, (short) o, u. oo.

The device by which Sir Isaac attained their expression is hopelessly
defective, as will be shown. He made position the expression of the vowel,
calling above the line, on the line and below the line the three positions.
"Ah," for instance, is indicated by a heavy dot above the line. That
heavy dot on the line or in the middle of the stroke or letter becomes
"eh" sad in the last place, "ee." Written light, it becomes the short
sound of the same vowels. Taking a short dash and writing it heavy
In these three positions, he furnished his system the second series of long
or heavy vowel sounds. "aw," "oh." "oo"; and, writing them light, the
second series of short vowel signs. "o," "au." "oo" (short). The dip-
thongs are arbitrary characters, as are 'i," "'."

That is the alphabet of the system for the invention of which Queen
Victoria conferred upon Sir Isaac the great honor of knighthood! With
these signs anything can be written, in some sort of a fashion, but be-
fore a man can take testimony or speeches running from 125 to 200
words a minute, or twice as fast as a clock ticks, he has to acquire a
skill, to so make this system a part of him, to so WRITE SOUND (ab-
stractly) that the apparent simplicity vanishes and he finds that he is
against practically the problem whieh kept the immortal Dickens sleep-
less, hewing down forest after fores of difficulties even in his dreams.

This article proposes to discuss this matter to a finality--to show
the relative merits of the Spencerian Chartier and Pitman.

It is not doing so in a spirit of cavil.
It believes in the sublime dignity of the 114-foot craft of Fulton,

which made its way laboriously up the Hudson at five miles an hour.
But it is certain if the restless progressiveness and energy of man had
been content with it and declared it the finest possible boat that human
genius could build, he would not to-day be crossing the ocean in a little
over four days on mighty leviathans which are practically safe against
all storm and which breast the fiercest of them without a perceptible
deerease In speedi

This is the age of progress.
Progress is impogsible if we cling with blinded eyes to opinions which

we have aocepted for their age and by reason of no thought which we our-
selves have spent.

Progress is possible only as a result of investigation--and investiga-
tion is the child of freedom from bias, freedom from accepted convention-
alities. Fogyism has no place in America.

With all honor to the great Intellect of the student who has. in spite
of all the criticism to which his system is open, made it possible for men
to transcribe thought with the swiftness with which it glides from the

tongue, THIS ARTICLE ASKS THAT YOU INVESTIGATE WHAT IT IS
SEEKING TO PUT BEFORE YOU WITH ALL DEFEJIENCE AND HU-

MILITY, BUT WITH A CONVICTION THAT EVERY CLAIM AND AR-

GUMENT ADVANCED IS SANE, SOUND, TRUE-WORTHY OF YOUR

ATTENTION, INASMUCH AS THE DAY IS FAST ARRIVING WHEN
EVERY CHILD IN THE THIRD READER WILL BE LEARNING

SHORTHAND (SPENCERIAN CHARTIER SHORTHAND) WITH AN

EASE AND READINESS IMPOSSIBLE IN ANY OTHEn SYSTEM.

THE GREAT PITMAN'S DIFFICULTIES

Before we goay tafurther in this analysis, and while you have the al-

phabet of the Pitman system fresh before you, let me give you another

plate in order that we may make plainer our talk.

I pick this plate at random. It is a Pitman transcrpt of an utter-

ance of the great showman, P. T. Barnum, and here is what he said, writ-

ten in longhand:
"As far as business is coneerned, I have a particular hobby. My

crase is that every young person, of both sexes, should learn at least

shorthand and typewrlting. Here you have mental discipline and knowl-

edge together, knowledge, too, that is almost certain at some time to be

convenient and practically available. I cannot conceive that one who

knows these two branches thoroughly will ever need to go hungry in the

present generation, for they have a constantly widening use."
Know Pitman thoroughly! Truly P. T. is a humorist. P. T. was

either iagnorant of his snbject or joking.
How many there be of these craftsmen in this city of almost 400.000

souls? Count them over-those who really answer P. T.'s description.

Youa or anyone with the slightest sdrt of memory can learn that alphabet

which has just been given and which, with endless use and practice, can

enabile one to do that speedily, bat try, knowing this alphabet, to take a

pany, as they may think prope., and shall i
have the sower to change. modify or alter
the same, as they ay ,th~i proper.

The mid heard o1 directors shall appoint
the secretary for said corporation and all
other ofcers, and agents, clerks, and em-
ployes, and shall have the same right to
discharge ay appointive oneer of the con-

any or any other employ, as they may e
r .t to Ax the compes.I.o or salaryr of,
all ocers or employes

ARTICLE V.

At the termalstion of this charter by lim-
tation or otherwise, the businessad san ar I

of this ee, ag shall be liqidated and
wooed up hi two liQldating omaison- '
are, who sa hcosen by a saJorit f
the stekbolers at a general meetin tre-
of, to be caled at least ten (10) das prs
visos to the toermlatlsa of tis arter by
written natces seat by the sreretr to

-fsct, dircted to the iut no• p t.c o
residanre of maid stockholder ow attorney-
I-rct- Is crss t a disseltsa of this cor-
wrat r hll be chse two Iqullst-

ei s i-rir , t In the same manner as
abov specled for.
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. sveeTh fo s r sack papo see
ident sNs hes, asll hae bae

lsecretary, the same to be t to c s
elier, or his y ointed agent and at-

yat bo in inst known a rummm
rnrCW VIL

N. steckhelder of this cerpeentis shall

contracts orf ful thrsed, in sy further

p ay N w I ewnel by him, nor shall

the afe tf etederi g WhI charter null or
of esPeing my *heL s r to any Iabilty
beIo inpaid ba L ane en Wk stck.

- pk -i aa sad passed in my 91o4. in the

ence of Charles T. Iriby and Charles L
e sssapetum w aet who have signad

y.r st tdge with the said up-

' "' rltL t w rt4 Y

per L, A. Block.
(Witnesses) : C. T. Starkey, Chas. I. Levy.

LUwia B. GOaaM,
Notery PsbUc.

I, the undersigned recorder of mortgages
in and for the parish of Orleans, stae of
Louisiana, do hereby certify that the above
and foregoing actof Incorporation, of the
Vadon-Bloc Corporation, was this duly
ricorded In my C ee in book 1015, folo48.

New Orleans, April 24, 1911.
BEas LSoxam, D. L.

I hereby certify that the above and fore-
going Is a true and correct ciyy of the act
of incorporation of the Vadoa-Dck Corpo-
ration, on fle in my notarial ele..

(Seal) Laswas . Gan.aU,
may 4-11-18-25 Jan 14 1911 Net. Pub.

CHARTER

OF THU DUMMElIS' OIL COMPANY OV
LOUISLA.NA.

UNI'WD STATES OF ,AMI ICA, 8TATI
Or LOUISIANA, PARIISH OF O-
LEANS, CITY Or NPW ORBLANS.

Be it knewl That n this, the thirteenth
day of the moth of Aprl. In the year at
oar lard, am thou4san nise hundred and
eleven, and o th Idswemt ee r t the Unit-
ed States ar A erLca, the oe hundred ad

ofnmaJ thea lve -t the rvaeu an the

Sof this state relative to the organ -
ties at they have lead

.Ar•ICLa L
hereater wth t ad thkr acs

speaker at 150 words per minute, and see how thoroughly you really

know it.
See if you don't find your penci with the same sort of fits that af-

flicted that of the great Dickens.

JOKER BARUM'S WORDS IN SHORTHAND

The above is the plate showing the transcript in shorthand of It r-

num's point of view of shorthand. It is probably written by a ill :n \•ho
answers Barnum's description, full of word-signs, correctly used- a ':'-

fect specimen.
First, let us call your attention to the fact that the vowel-signs are

entirely eliminated-and believe me when you are taking a speech. .o..
have no time for vowel-signs with Pitman shorthand. TIlE REASON

WHY IT TAKES YOU SO MI'CTI PRACTICE TO MAKE TIllS sy''STEI.t

VALUABLE TO YOU IS THAT YOUR EYE. YOUR INSTIN('T MUST ii:

TRAINED SO THAT YOUR EYES ALMOST Si'PPLY THE INVISIIItI:

AND NON-EXISTING VOWELS. In fast writing you are forced to dr,

the vowels. We set forth here one proposition of shorthand which defi.es

refutation.
It is elemental:-The reading power of any system is based on th."

percentage of vowel sounds you can indicate.
Here la a another truism: ITS SPEED IS BASED ON TIE SPEEDll

WITH WHICH YOU CAN DO TillS.
From these two axioms it is impossible to get away.
Now, in this light-so clear and self-evident--let us get at the ir:,n-

script of what Joker Barnum says, as transcribed in the Pitman syste,'.

Notice, please, that the very first three words are written as a word-

sign-the very first three words. These first three words are "as far as."

and the Pitman system writes them 'sfrs"' There is not a hint of a vowel

sound anywhere. In the position! Why should "as" he wr ten in the first

position and in the last position, and each time spell "as"? The accurna'y

of geometry is sadly deserted in this: "Fr," "far." Is there any possible

reason, conceding for the sake of argument that the "fr" is in the first

position, why this should not be "far," "afar," and since there is mere

position visible, why it should not be "offer?" It is, however. "far" to

the trained eye in Pitman, for the reason that that house there is a house

to your familiar vision. In "business," position pretty well indicates the

word. You have "be" and "ns," and require no flight of imagination to

make it out. "Pn" is conventionally in the second position, making it

literally and meaninglessly "open" with the "o" long, as in "mode" or
"pone" (same long o) or "pain" (long at, or "pen" (short e), etc.

In short, the "pn" in the second position spells "upon", because it is con-

ventionally so accepted. "Concerned" has a little bit of dot before the in-

itial circle---a for "con," an "r" cut half its length, thus adding "d and a
little "n"-hook---till the "d," created by the shortening of the "r" is

read after the "n"-hook. Here, then, are the consonant signs guiding
the experienced eye in reading "concerned"-"consrnd." "I" is the
"tick" on top of the "v," and "v" is a word-sign for "have." "Iv." in other

words, is "I have." "A" is the dot in the first position. "Particular" is

"p" shortened to half length to show that there is a "t" or "d" sounl

somewhere concealed about its person, and the "p" is begun with an "r"-

hook, although the "r" is read after the "p." Literally, we have "rpt (or

d)" spelling "particular." Another word-sign: "lib" (vowel sounds to

be guessed) "hobby." In a sentence of eleven words, thus, we have

seven word-signs.
What now is really a word-sign? It Is something that has to be

learned and stored away in the memory. When the first eleven words

of the man who says that his hobby is that every young person should

learn shorthand "thoroughly," are found to contain seven words that

have absolutely to be remembered, it is to be seen at a glance that he is
either ignorant of what he is talking about, or has a large and expansive
sense of humor. This system cannot be taken on and carried as a side-

line. One who learns it has to dedicate himself to it as did Dickens. An-

other thing, this system cannot be mastered and allowed to rust. Speed,

accuracy, a working order of the possession is maintained by constant
practice and that alone.

There are sixty-eight words in the rest of what P. T. Barnum here

said. There are over forty word-signs in this number. Capacious mem-

ory at this gait, don't you think, to know this language of lines and ares

and circles thoroughly-a big word-sign store-house necessary; and you
cannot pause, you know, when you are writing 150 words a minute to re-

call how "I have been," "as far as" "that" "particular," etc., are writ-

ten. Pitman is almost impossible with night students.
It is strange, almost remarkable, that an analytical genius such as

must have been the mind that invented and evolved Pitman system did

-not reflect that the two greatest impediments in his system were Inflict-
r ed unabated on all the men and women who studied and the compara-

tively few who mastered his system:
A lack of vowel power.
A dimlnution of speed proportioned to the number of vowel signs

used.
r Net result-an absolute necessity of an enormous dictionary of word-

t signs.

A difficulty of mastery increased by every word-sign.
a A MULTIPLICATION, IN THE CASE OF EXPERTS, OF WORD-

3 SIGNS SO GREAT AS TO MAKE THE WRITING OF EACH EXPERT A

s SYSTEM OF HIS OWN, BASED ON PITMAN. BUT PECULIAR TO THE

WRITER AND ABSOLUTELY UNDECIPHERABLE BY ANY ONE
s ELSE.

As a matter of my own knowledge I know that Spencerian Chartier
D shorthand can be learned with one-fifth the study required for Pitman;

i. t can be written faster than Pitman--lt makes fewer strokes in writing

t any given matter-and it can be read with an ease never claimed for Pit-
a man. In fact, people knowing the system, correspond in it and read eac

a other's writing as though it were longhand or Roman print.

privilegs r Snt ed bylaw to rporatlons;
It shall exist for a period of ninety-nine (99)
years, unless sooner dissolvedas hereinafter
provided; its domicile shall be La the city i1
of New Orleans, state of Lousianas, where .
citation and other legal process s ahlle be
served on its president an tn bhis absence
on the vice-president of the coorpoation. b

ARTICIQ L II.

This corporation shall have power to con-
tract, sue and be sued in Its corporate name; d
to make and ue a orporate seal ; to hold. a
receve, prchase or p otuewhe eaqutre, con- t
vey, mortlgage, hypothecate or lee pro- t
pety both real d rsonal; tossue
notes and other oblgatlons; to borrow or r
lend money; to have and empl oy such ma-
agrs, directors, oceem and other employee t
as the tsinaeas of this corporation ma re- r
qirse for its conduct; and to make anla - d
ftabigi such by-law., rules and rgulatloin
for the management and eontrol or t a-
fairn of sid corporatien as may be deitra- b
bhi or sceres .s -

ARTICIE IIL

he o and purpes for which th s
orpolration i, .eslpl and the saln at
the sles wl will be carrie on byt dt
are declared to be: to rchaseb lease or
otterwise quIre lands if this state or t
neg states.; to construct or other wis
acquire works and aplianes nessary for

mmanufcture and reiningo mineral nU
other mineral substances; to acquire, own
nd eperate oil wells ad their aplrte•-

ances; to own aund to r lnrlea ,•pel-

hlness or enterprise cennected with or n- I
cidelal to the purposes herein set frt I

ARTICIE IV. I

The capital srtock oaf this corporation Is
il,0.O) doellas dtvled into ad repro-
sented by fifty thusand (e0o) shaes orI
the par value of eone (.LO) dolar ea.

w v ra hag b or br omvl rrederod to
11 -eo,,., latse,,ptb o. stock shao ll
ble -ai mLh amounts sad at such times
s the hard of directors my nire. All

sares of stek eshall be fll ad nea-
ass lle. traner of stock shall be
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ARTICLE V.

All the corporate powers of this company,
including the right to purchase, convey,
mortgage and hypothecate real estate shall
be vested in, and the management and con- 1
trol of its business shall be ezercised by a
board of directors, composed of Ave stock- t
holders, three of whom shall constitute a
quorom for the transaction of all buolness.
Mesrs. John N. Alezius, Edwin H. Borden,
Samuel J. Huey, A. H. Borden and A. Pred.
Renaud shall constitute the frst board of r
directors, who shall hold oice as such until
the third Monday of May, 1913. On the b

third Monday of MaY 1918. and annuallyi
thereafter, there shall e a meeting or stock-
holders, convened upon the call o the see-
retary and treasurer, by givingl ten daysa
notle thereof to each stockholder through
the malls directed to his last known place of
residenee or business at which a board or

sectors ahall be c•ose for the ensuing
year. Lach stockholder shall be entitled to
one vote for each share of stock owned by
him, to be cast either in peron or b proy*.
All elections shall be bold bal blot, if de-
wand is made therefor by any stockhbolder.
Tle ballot shall be conducted under the su-
er-rilon of two stockholders appointed b
he presdent of the eorporation The by

rectors appointed by this charter or any
directors su bseaUy elected shall continue a
in oece ntil the ing annal meetoin or
stock•elders, and unttl their macessors have
been duty elected ad oqualled, ad no f1al-
ure to elect directors shall be regarded as a
forfetture of this charter. Any vacancy oe-
earring i said board shall be Ailed by the
remaining directors for the unexpired term.
The board of direetors shall have the right
from time to time to apponlt end dismiss
the clerks, gents, mannagers and other em-
ploye which the business of the eompar
may require. Any one of the directors sball
have the right to delegate in writi to any
other diretor hisb athority and nctions
as such director, to be eerciead at any
meeting of the board.

ARTICIU VL

The oucers of this corporation shall con-
sist of a presidet, a vice-president and a
secretary and treasurer. Until the third
Monday in Mar, 1911, Mr. John N. Alezius
shall be resdeat of this corporation; Mr.

dwatn . Borden shall be viegresident.
and Mr. fdamel J. lney shall be secretary
and treasurer. On the third Monday in
,May, 191 and annually thereafter, the
board of diretorsimmedlately upon their
election by the stockholders. shall meet and
sleet trom thelr own number the ohcer-

anaid who shll bold odie astil the ea-
sin ananal stockholders eting n until
thir snuces shall have bees duly elected
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ARTICLE VII.

No stockholder shall ever be ]eld liable
or responsilble for the contracts, faults or
debts of this corporation beyond the amonunt
of the Ialance due by hblm on his stock sub.
scription, nor shall any mere Informality
herein have the effect of rendering this char-
ter null or of exposing any stockholder to
liabatty except as above provided.

ARTI('LE VIII.

Th
t
is act of Incorporation may be ehanged

and modifiled or amended, or the corporatios
may be dissolved with the assent of stock-holders ownlog a majority of all the stock
of the omgany, expre

5
sed at a general meet-

lIn onrvend for that purpose, and after at
Sleast ten days' written notice of such meet.
lag and of Its purpoe shall have been gyveto each stockholder through the mall ad-

dressed to hb last known ce of resldence
Sor business. In case of dheolutlon of thebo
corporation by vote of the stockholders or
Sby expiration of this charter, the failrs of
Sthe corporation shall be llquidated under the

tl supervislon of three stockholders who shall
Sbe elected at a general meeting of suec
y tockholders called as aforesaid. In case of

death of any one of said liquidating com-
Smisnloners, the remaining commissioners
' shall select a successor to him.

Thus done and passed In my oace at the
eity of New Orleans, on tbhe ds and date
herein first above written. In th aeO
of Messrs. E. sabary and a. W.
Behweltser, competent witnesses, who have
hereuto signed their names with sld ap
peare.s and me, notary, after due rading of
r.the whole.

John N. Alexun, 1,500 sharesm: dwtn ..
SBordena, 100 shares: Allea H. Bordes, 100
shares (per PEdwna H. Borden): Samuel J.

SHuey. 1.500 shares; A. Fred Remand, 100
Sshares (per 8. J. Hiuy).

E r. Bsabary, Geo. V. Schweltser, wit-
nesses. ALEXIS BRIAN,

Notary Public.

I. the aundersigrned depot recorder eof
mortgages In and for the par b of Orlea•s,de hereby eertify that the foregolog charter

of the Drummers' Oil Company or Lou•isi
was this day duly recorded hi my aoe li
y book No..101. follo -.

(Signed) EMILeE LEON.ARD,

Deputy Recorder of Mortgage.

New Orleans, April 15th. 1911.
r. I certlify the foregoing to be a true copy
t, of the original aet of Incorporation of the
ry Drummers' 011 Company of Loulsliana and
in of the deputy recorder's certificate thereto

the attached.

d New Orleans. April 1tbh, 1911.
55 ALEXIS BRIAN,

til (Seal) Notary Public.

api 20-2? my 4-11.125-10 1911.


