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@ the foremost novellsts of the world and tf

Dickens, & parilamentary shorthand reporter, T;: ‘:ttxld:;“:r;

gsed a system to which I am golng to devote reverential atten-

on.

e Robert Fu.ton’s steamboat It was the fArst system—at least
. e English speaking race.
E'% 13 only differcuce 1s that Fulton's achievement is unquestionably

ftor of our mighty ocean greyhounds, our battleships. our

ieuigs, Fulton's craft grew. The parent Pitman did not. It re-
4 an approach 1o the subject entirely different from that for the
g of which Sir [saac was knighted, to attaln a result whose simpli-
" ease, legibility end reading power destines it to rule the world—the
SopNCERIAN CHAHRTIER System o Shorthand. Remember those words
4AN APPROACH TO THE SBUBJECT ENTIRELY DIFFERENT."”

Copperfield (which 1s, most of the time, simply a character
fckens for his own autoblography) thus describes the trials and
g of the weary and heart-rending time he had in learning Pit-
to prepare himself to report Parliament—AND THERE I8 NOT A
N WHO ATTAIN® THIS PROFICIENCY IN PITMAN WHO WILL
TELL YOU THAT HIS TRIALS HAVE BEEN JUST A8 GREAT
p THE TIME HE HAS TAKEN AS LONG.

] pought an {mproved scheme of the noble art and MYSTERY of
seraphy, which cost me ten and sixpence, and plunged into & sea of
LS iarity that brought me, in & few weeks, to the confines of distrac-
3 i The changes that were rung upon dots, which, In such position,
S| .t such a thing, aud in such another position romething else entirely
| gigerent; the wonderful vagarles that were played by circles; the unac-
| guntsble consequences that resulted from marks like flles’ legs; the tre-
\ effects of & curve In & wrong place, not only troubled my waking
i put reappeared before In my sleep. When I had groped my way
ﬁ',uu-ough these difficulties, and had mastered the alphabet, which
"-“mptim temple In itself, there appeared a procession of new
w ealled arbitrary characters—the most despotic characters I have
| ot Known. When | had fixed these wretches In my mind, I found that
they bad driven everything else out of it; then, beginning agaln, I forgot
ghem: while 1 was plcking them up, I dropped the other fragments of the
| [y n short, it was almost heart-breaking.'
|~ This is Charles Dickens' own adcount of his struggles with what may
[ 4o called the parent eystem of all shorthand now in vogue.

. It s a vivid and true plcture » the struggles of the best and bright-
bt minds who undertale, with thls medium, to report so exacting and
salt & kInd of work as debates and speeches—with this exception:
NEVER LEARN PITMAN, IN SPITE OF EFFORT. OTHERS
ACQUIRE A FAMILIARITY WITH WHAT THEY WRITB
AS TO ENABLE THEM TO TRANSCRIBE IT ACCURATHLY AND
NTLY.
70 EXAMINE WHY THIS IS 80—T0 LAY BEFORE YOU WHY IT
§ KOT 80 WITH THE WONDERFUL SPENCERIAN CHARTIER BYS-
o5 I8 THE AIM OF THESE COMPARATIVE ANALYSES.
~ gir Teasc Pitman was born In 1813,
He was a scholarly thinker.
In 1887 he published what he called “Stenographlc Soundhand.”
The system, the Invention of a trained, logical and well-ordered Im-
reflects thosae intellectual qualities.
ou can trace the mental process by which 8ir Isaac devised the al-
which once ruled the stemographiec world.
Isasc, a graduate of the British Normal College. fell back on the
ly useful circle; the angle or slant of stralght lines, and finally suo-
fn composing an alphabet, itself easily remembered, but, used as
and system, presenting difficulties it requires months and years
; go thoroughly as to be able to take testimony, speeches, eto,
i it In some lustances, a heavy percentage, this mastery is never
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Let's Jook into this, first tracing the steps of Bir Isaac’s ploneer
and then analyze why this system, having no reference to English
to the ingralned habit of the mind by which peopls spell and
longhand, requires so much study and work of the student of It
he can master it.
‘8ir Issac took a circle and cut It up into as many parts as would en~-
one to use the segments or arcs as symbols for consonant sounds
confusion. This is Indicated by the points checked off in the

Turn we to Figure 1

, Figure 1.

S ____,r"

2-C= \=='P :\ =)
3c=| =t; l =4
4-c= ) =c. /=5
[c=—= K m—=g

AW = &eh,

ANALYSIS

Pii‘ﬂlan-Spencem'an Chartier By J. M.REASER, Prin. Com'l Department

Fgure 3

@ a}l - aw tdu -0
...-..Eb-_ P .-.O’L.a._---..é'. -t - ----Jz-.'-
P =00 . -00

V= A=0W AJ=0; A=i LWL

circle of Figure 1, marked with numerals from 1 to 8. Begment arc or
curve, 1-7, he called “t"; curve, 3-8, “th”j curve, 4-6, “8”; curve, 6-7,
sh"; ocurve, 1-8, “1"; curve. 3-6, “r". Having thus obtained six com-
sonant signs or symbols, he doubles the use of five of these by writing
them heavy and thus giving symbole for the heavy sounds of these five
Eon.l_onant slgns. Thus the slgn for “f,” written heavy, becomes “v"}
th" (as In “myth") becomes, written heavy, “th"” (as In “with"); “s"
becomes “z"; “1" {8 written upward or downward, the usefulness of
this segment of the circle is single; "r" written heavy becomes the vowel
sound, “y"! *“M" and “n" are the top and bottom of the circle.

SIR ISAAC WAS STILL SHORT AT LEAST EIGHT CONBONANT
BOUNDS, and he proceeded to use all possible unconfusable radil of the
circle for these missing consonants: Radlus, 3-¢, he called “p”; 8-c, “t";
4-¢, “ch"; l-¢, “k." Observe, please, that there is not a eingle other seg
ment of the circle or ralius thereof which can be used without imminent
and even hopeless danger or confusion, but he had now all necessary
CONBONANT SOUNDS and the EMBRYO of a system, HOPELESSLY
NONFLUENT, and DESTINED ABSOLUTELY to require, for the reason
of its CUMBERSOMENESS. a vast dlstlonary of word-slgns.

HE HAD NOT YET A SINGLE VOWEL SIGN. Of these—in the
writing of English, these vowel slgns are absolutely imperative, at least:
ah, eh, ee, aw, oh, oo, and (short) a, e, 1, (short) o, u, oo.

The device by which Bir Isaac attained thelr expression is hopelesaly
defective. as will be shown. He made position the expression of the vowel,
calling above the line, on the line and below the line the three positions,
““Ah," for inetance, is Indicated by a heavy dot above the lime. That
heavy dot on the line or in the middle of the stroke or letter becomes
"“eh" and In the last place, “ee.” Written light, it becomes the short
sound of the same vowels. Taking a short dash and writing It heavy
in these three positions, he furnished his system the second serles of long
or heavy vowel sounds, “aw,” *oh,’ "o00'; and, writing them light, the
second serles of short vowel signs. “0,” “wu,” “00" (short). The dip-
thongs are arbitrary characters, as are “1" “u.”

hat is the alphabet of the system for the Invention of which Queen
Victoria conferred upon Sir Isaac the great homor of knighthood! With
these signs anything can be written, in some sort of a fashion, but be-
fore & man can take testimony or speeches running from 125 to 200
words & minute, or twice as fast as a clock ticks, he has to acquire a
skill, to s0 make this system a part of him, to so WRITE BOUND (ab-
stractly) that the apparent simplicity vanishes and he finds that he is
against practically the problem whish kept the Immortal Dickens sleep-
less, hewing down forest after fores of difficulties even in hls dreams.

This article proposes to discuss this matter to a finality—to show
the relative merits of the Bpencerian Chartier and Pitman.

It is not doing so in a spirit of cavil.

It belleves In the sublime dignity of the 114-foot craft of Fulton,
which made its way laboriously up the Hudson at five miles an hour.
But it is certaln if the restless progressiveness and energy of man had
been content with it and declared it the finest possible boat that human
genius could bulld, he would not to-day be crossing the ocean in a little
over four days on mighty leviathans which are practically safe against
all storm and which breast the fleroest of them without a perceptible
decrease in speed!

Thie is the age of progress.

Progress 1s impossible iIf we cling with blinded eyes to opinions which
we have accepted for their age and by reason of no thought which we our-
selves have spent.

Progress is possible only as a result of invest'gation—and Investiga-
tion s the child of freedom from bias, freedom from accepted convention-
alities. Fogylam has no place In America.

With all honor to the great Intellect of the student who has. In spite
of all the criticlsm to which his system is open, made it possible for men
to transcribe thought with the swiftness with which It glides from the
tongue, THIS ARTICLE ASKS THAT YOU INVESTIGATE WHAT IT IS
SEEKING TO PUT BEFORE YOU WITH ALL DEFERENCE AND HU-
MILITY, BUT WITH A CONVICTION THAT EVERY CLAIM AND AR-
GUMENT ADVANCED IS8 BANE, 8OUND, TRUE—WORTHY OF YOUR
ATTENTION, INASMUCH A8 THE DAY IS FAST ARRIVING WHEN
EVERY CHILD IN THE THIRD READER WILL BE LEARNING
SHORTHAND (SPENCERIAN CHARTIER BHORTHAND) WITH AN
EASE AND READINESS IMPOSSIBLE IN ANY OTHEn BYSTEM.

THE GREAT PITMAN'S DIFFICULTIES

Before we go any further in this analysis, and while you have the al-
phabet of the Pitman system fresh before you, let me give you another
plate In order that we may make plainer our talk,

1 pick this plate st random. It is & Pitman transcript of an utter-
ance of the great showman, P, T. Barnum, and here is what he sald, writ-
ten in longhand: '

wpn far as business is concerned, I have a particular hobby. My
craze is that every young person, of both sexes, should learn at least
shorthand and typewriting. Here you have mental discipline and knowl-
edge together, knowledge, too, that Is almost certain at some time to be
convenient and practically available, I cannot concelve that one who
knows these two branches thoroughly will ever need to go hungry In the
present generation, for they have a constantly widening use.”

Know Pitman thoroughly! Truly P. T. is a humorlst. P. T. was
either ignorant of his subject or joking.

How many there be of these craftsmen in this city of almost 400,000
souls? Count them over—those who really answer P. T.'s description.
You or anyone with the slightest sort of memory can learn that alphabet
which has just been given and which, with endless use and practice, can
enable one to do that speedily, but try, knowing this alphabet, to take a
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gpeaker at 160 words per minute, and see how thoroughly really
know It
See If you don't find your pencl

flicted that of the great Dickens

JOKER BARUM’S WORDS IN SHORTHAND
o NN gNx—~ P et S  Nag

You

with the same sort of fite that al-

)

-!_’ r
The above 1s the plate showing the transcript In shorthand of Par-
num‘s point of view of shorthand. It 18 probably written by a man who
answers Barnum's description, full of word-eigns, correctly used-—a per-
fect specimen.
First, let us call your altention to the fact that the vowel-signs are
entirely ellminated—and belleve me when you are taking a speech,
bave no time for vowel-signs with Pitman shorthand. THE REASON
WHY IT TAKES YOU S0 MIUCH PRACTICE TO MAKE THIS SYSTEM
VALUABLE TO YOU IS THAT YOUR EYE, YOUR INSTINCT MUST BE
TRAINED S0 THAT YOUR EYES ALMOST SUPPLY THE INVISIBLI
AND NON-EXISTING VOWELS. In fast wrliting vou are forced to
the vowels. We set [orth here one propoeltion of shorthand which def
refutation.

It 18 elemental:—The reading power of any system is bhaged on the
pgrconta_za of vowel sounds vou can indleate,

Here s & another trulsm: I1TS SPEED 1S BASED ON THE SPEED
WITH WHICH YOU CAN DO THIS.

From these two axioms it Is Impossible to get away.

Now, in this light—so clear and self-evident—let us get at the 11
script of what Joker Barnum says, #s transeribed in the Pitman systen

Notice, please, that the very first three words are written as a ward
slgn—the very first three words. There first three words are "as far as,
and the Pltman system writes them ‘sfrs"! There is not a hint of a vowel
sound anywhere, In the position! Why should "us" he written in the firet
position and In the last position, and each time spell 'a The aceursiy
of geometry Is sadly deserted in this: “Fr,” “far.” Is there any possible
reason, conceding for the sake of argument that the “fr”" is in the first
position. why this should not be “far” “afar,” and since there ls mere
position visible, why It should not be "“offer®" It iz, however, “far” to
the trained eve in Pitman, for the raason that that house there Is a hous
to your famillar vision. In “business,” position pretty well indicates the
word, You have “bs” and *ms,” and require no flight of Imagination to
make it out. “Pn' Is conventionally in the second positlon, making it
literally and meaninglessly “open™ with the “o' long, as in “mode” or
“pona” (same long o) or “pain”™ (long a), or "pen" (short e}, ete
In short, the “pn” In the second position spells “upon”, because it is con-
ventionally so accepted. “Concerned’ has a little bit of dot before the in
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itial circle—s for “con,” an ‘v’ eut half Its length, thus adding "d and a
lttle “n"—hook—still the “d,” created by the shortening of the “r" is
read after the “n”"—hook. Here, thun, are the consonant signs gniding
the experienced eve in reading ‘‘concerned”—"consrnd.” *I" s the

“4iok™ on top of the “v,” and “v is a word-sign for “have.” “Iv," in other
words, is “I have.” “A" is the dot in the first position. “Particular” is
“p"” ghortened to half length to show that there is a “t" or “d" =onntd
{somewhere concealed about its person, and the “p" is begun with an “'r""

hook, slthough the “r" is read after the

“p.”" Literally, we have “rpt (or
d4)" spelling “particular.” Another word-sign: “HbL" (vowel sounds to

be guessed) "hobby.” In & sentence of eleven words. thus, we have |

seven word-signe. |
What now la really a word-sign? It is something that has to pe

learned and stored away in the memory. When the first eleven words

of the man who says that his hobby i= that every voung person should
learn shorthand “thoroughiy,' are found to contain seven words that
have absolutely to be remembered, It is to be seen at a glance that he is
elther ignorant of what he Is talking about, or has a large and expansive
gense of humor. This system cannoi be taken on and carried as a side-
line. One who learns it has to dedicate himself to It as did Dickens. An-
other thing, this system cannot be mastered and allowed to rust. Speed,
accuracy, a working order of the possession |8 maintalned by constant
practice and that alone.
There are sixty-eight words in the rest of what P. T. Barnum here
sald. There are over forty word-signs in this number. Capacious mem-
ory at this gait, don’t you think, to know this language of llnes and arcs
and circles thoroughly—a big word-slgn store-house necessary; and you
cannot pause, you know, when you are writing 150 words a minute to re-
call how I have been,” ‘“‘as far as' “that" “particular,” ete, are writ-
ten. Pitman Is almost impossible wilh night students.

It 18 strange, almost remarkable, that an analytieal genius such as
must have been the mind that Invented and evolved Pitman system did
not reflect that the two greatest Impediments in his system were Inflict-
ed unabated on all the men and women who studied and the compara-
tlvely few who mastered his system:

A lack of vowel power. L ]

A diminution of speed proportloned to the number of vowel signs

used.
Net result—an absolute necessity of an enormous dlctlonary of word-
signs.

A difficulty of mastery increased by every word-siga.

A MULTIPLICATION, IN THE CASE OF EXPERTS, OF WORD-
SIGNS 80 GREAT AS TO MAKE THE WRITING OF EACH EXFERT A
SYSTEM OF HIS OWN, BASED ON PITMAN, BUT PECULIAR TO THE
WRITER AND ABSOLUTELY UNDECIPHERABLE BY ANY ONE
ELSE.

® As a matter of my own knowledze I know that Spenceriam Chartier
shorthand can be learned with one-fifth the study required for Pitman;
it can be writtep faster than Pitman—it makes fewer strokes In writing
any given matter—and it can be read with an ease never clalmed for Pit-
man. In fact, people knowing the svstem, correspond In it and read eadh
|other's writing as though it were longhand or Roman print. P
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corporation is organized, and the nature of
m?bus{uus to be carried on by it are here-
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G MIXER COMPANY.™

TES OF AMERICA, STATE
ILANA PARISH OF OR-
OF NEW ORLEANS.
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ARTICLE VL

%o stockholder shall ever be held llable
or responsible for the contracts, faults or
debis of sald corporation, mor shall any
mere Informallty In Its organization have
the effect of rendering this charter null, or
of exposing a stockholder to any lability be-
yond the unpald balance due on the shares

CHARTER

THE J. J. GARVEY COMPANY.

STATE OF LOUISIANA, PARISH OF OR-

liguidators from
I VT
written

holders shall elect two
among their number at a meeting o
for that purpose after ten days

er mercantlle or commercial business sald
eorporation desires to embark.

ARTICLE IIL potlee, sent to each stockho by mal
to hls last known address; sald commlis
The capital stock of this corporation 12| eloners shall have authority to wind uj

the business and affairs of this company.
In case of death of either of sald lguidat
ors, the survivor shall appoint a stockhold
er as successor to him.

herehy fixed at the sum of ten thousand
($10,000,00) dollars, divided lnto and rep-
resented by onme hundred (100) shares of
the par value of one hundred ($100.041)
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