ton.

sitauias. F
an app

o

| was an

o

INTLY.

he ¢an master It.

.. MONG the ‘cremost novellets of the world and time was Charles
/ Dickens. a parliamentary shorthand reporter.
gsed & =vstem to which I am going to devote reverential atten-

Like Robert Fulton’s steamboat it was the first system—at least
the English speaking race.
The only difference is that Fulton's achievement Is unquestionably
[ (ge progenitor of our mighty ocean greyhounds, our battleships, our
lton's craft grew. The parent Pitman did not.
ach to the subject entirely different from that for the
4sing of which Sir Isaac was knighted, to attain a result whose simpli-
ey, ease, legibility and reading power destines it to rule the world—the
‘apENCERIAN CHARTIER System o Shorthand. Remember those words
E AN APPROACH TO THE BUBJECT ENTIRELY DIFFERENT.”
pavid Copperfield (which is, most of the time, simply a character
od by Dickens for his own autoblography) thus describes the trials and
i sribulations of the weary and heart-rending time he had in learning Pit-|
[ man to prepare himself to report Parllament—AND THERE I8 NOT A
LMAN WHO ATTAINS THIS8 PROFICIENCY IN PITMAN WHO WILL
NOT TELL YOU THAT HIS TRIALS HAVE BEEN JUST A8
AND THE TIME HE HAS TAKEN AR LONG.

. # ] pought an improved scheme of the noble art and MYSTERY of
Ltanography, which cost me ten and sixpence, and plunged into a sea of
Serplexity that brought me, in a few weeks, to the confines of distrao-
i The changes that were rung upon dots, which, In such position,
meant such a thing, and in such another position something else entirely
t: the wonderful vagarles that were played by circles; the unac-
ptable consequences that resulted from marks like files’ legs; the tre-
| mendous effects of a curve in a wrong place, not only troubled my waking
s, but reappeared before In my sleep.
'm through these difficulties, and had mastered the alphabet, which
Egyptlan temple In {tself, there appeared a procession of new
called arbitrary characters—the most despotic characters 1 have
¢ known. When I had fixed these wretches in my mind, I found that
y had driven everything else out of it; then, beginning agaln, I forgot
; while I was plcking them up, I dropped the other fragments of the
m—Iin ghort, it was almost heart-breaking.”
" This 18 Charles Dickens' own account of his struggles with what may
b called the parent system of all shorthand now In vogue.
| Jt 1s a vivid and true plcture » the struggles of the best and bright-
| wt minds who undertake, with this medium, to report so exacting and
f s kind of work as debates and speeches—with this exception:
NEVER LEARN PITMAN, IN SPITE OF EFFORT.
ACQUIRE A FAMILIARITY WITH WHAT THEY WRITH
0H AS TO ENABLE THEM TO TRANECRIBE IT ACCURATELY AND

|consonant signs. Thus the sign for “f,” written heavy, becomes e i

When I had groped my way

. TO EXAMINE WHY THIS 18 S0—TO LAY BEFORE YOU WHY IT

NOT 80 WITH THE WONDERFUL SPENCERIAN CHARTIER BYS-

M IS8 THE AIM OF THESE COMPARATIVE ANALYBES.

8ir Isaac Pliman was born in 1813.

He was a scholarly thinker.

" In 1837 he published what he called “Btenographle Soundhand.”

" The system, the invention of a tralned, logical and well-ordered In-

reflects those intellectual qualities.

You can trace the mental process by which 8ir Isaac devised the al-
which once ruled the stenographic world.

§ir Isaac, & graduate of the British Normal College. fell back on the

y useful circle; the angle or slant of straight lines, and finally sue-

fn composing an alphabet, itself easily remembered, but, used as

Mn,d system, presenting difficulties It requires months and years
ster so thoroughly as to be able to take testimony, speeches, eta.,

yith It. In some Instances, a heavy percentage, this mastery s never

' " Let's look Into this, first tracing the steps of Sir Isaac’s ploneer
and then analyza why this system, having no reference to English

to the Ingrained habit of the mind by which people spell and
in longhand, requires so much study snd work of the studeat of It

*  Bir Isaae took a circle and cut It up Into as many parts as would em-
ble eae to use the segments or arcs as symbols for consonant sounds
ut confusion. This Is Indicated by the points checked off in the

Turn we to Figure 1

, Figure I
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=ANALYSIS

P itman-Spencerian C hart‘ier By J. M. REASER, Prin. Com'l Department

Figure 3
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clrele of Figure 1, marked with numerals from 1 to 8. Segment. arc or
curve, 1-7, he called "f"; eurve, 2-8, “th”; curve, 4-6, “#"; curve, 6-7,
“gh": curve, 1-3, “1”: curve 3-5, “r". Having thus obtalned six con-
sonant slgns or symbols, he doubles the use of five of thess by writing
them heavy and thus giving symbole for the heavy sounds of thess five

speaker at 150 words per minute, and see how thoroughly you really
know it

See If you don't find your pencl with the same sort of fits that af-
flicted that of the great Dickens.

JOKER BARUM’S WORDS IN SHORTHAND
et
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“th" (as in “myth") becomes, written heavy, “th” (as In “with"); s

SIR ISAAC WAS STILL SHORT AT LEAST EIGHT CONBONANT
SOUNDS, and he proceeded to use all possible unconfusable radil of the
circle for these missing consonants: Radlus, 3-¢, he called “p”; 3-¢, “t";
4-g, “ch”: 1-¢c, “"k.” Observe, please, that there i{s not a single other seg-
ment of the circle or ralius thereof which can be used without Imminent
and even hopeless danger or confusion, but he had now all necessary
CONSONANT SOUNDS and the EMBRYO of a syatem, HOPELESSLY

of ita CUMBERSOMENESS, a vast distlonary of word-signs.

HE HAD NOT YET A SINGLE VOWEL SIGN. Of these—in the
writing of English, these vowel signs are absolutely imperative, at least:
ah, eh, ee, aw, oh, oo, and (short) &, e, I, (short) o, u, oo.

defective. as will be shown. He madeposition the expression of the vowel,
calling above the line, on the line ani below the line the three positions,
“Ah,” for instance, is Indicated by & heavy dot above the line. That

sound of the same vowels. Taking a short dash and writing it heavy
in these three positions, he furnished his system the second series of long
or heavy vowel sounds, “aw,” “oh” “oo'; and, writing them light, the
second merles of short vowel signs. “o,” *“u,” “oo” (short). The dip-
thongs are arbitrary characters, as ars 1" “u.”

That Is the alphabet of the system for the Invention of which Queen
Victoria conferred upon Sir Isaac the great honor of knlghthood! With
these signs anything can be writtén, in some sort of a fashlon, but be-
fore s man can take testimony or speeches running from 125 to 200

gkill, to so make this system a part of him, to so WRITE SOUND (ah-

less, hewing down forest after fores of difficulties even in his dreams.

the relative merits of the Spencerian Chartier and Pltman.
It is not doing so in a spirit of cavil.

decrease in speed!
This 1s the age of progress.

Progress is Impossible 1f we cling with blinded eyes to opinfons which
we have accepted for their age and by reason of no thought which we cur-

selves have spent.

alitles. Fogylsm has mo place in America.

DASE AND READINESS IMPOSSIBLE IN ANY OTHEx SYSTEM.
THE GREAT PITMAN'’S DIFFICULTIES

plate in order that we may make plainer our talk.

ten in longhand:

present generation, for they have a constantly widening use.”

either ignorant of his subject or joking.

becomes *z'*: “1"” 1 written upward or downward, the usefulness nrjnum 8 point of view of shorthand. It is probably written by a man who
|this segment of the circle s single; “r" written heavy becomes the vowel
'sound, “y"! *“M" and “n" are the top and bottom of the circle.

NONFLUENT, and DESTINED ABSOLUTELY to require, for the reason|

The device by which Sir Isasac attalned thelr expression is hopelessly

heavy dot on the line or in the middie of the stroke or letter becomes
“eh” and in the last place, “ee.” Written light, it becomes the short

words & minute, or twice as fast 88 a clock ticks, he has to acquire a

stractly) that the apparent simplicity vanishes and he finds that he s
against practically the problem whieh kept the Immortal Dickens sleep-|; "oy oy the “pn" In the second position spells “upon”, because it is con-

This article proposes to discuss this matter to a finality—to show

It belleves In the sublime dignity of the 114-foot eraft of Fulton,
which made its way laboriously up the Hudson at five miles an hour.
But It Is certain if the restless progressiveness and energy of man had
been content with it and declared it the finest possible boat that human
m.r‘.fo:‘:‘n l:.:'ulli' ::1'::: 1;‘.;:&?;‘:;:;:?‘:;3? cl(':;:;“:af‘: :‘I‘!’t::'wmewherc concealed about its person, and the “'p” Is begun with an "“r""—
all storm and which breast the flercest of them without & perceptible

Progress is possible only as a result of investigation—and investign-
tion s the child of freedom from blas, freedom from accepted conventlon-

With all honor to the great intellect of the student who has. In spite
of all the criticism to which his system Is open, made it possible for men
to tramscribe thought with the swiftness with which 1t glides from the
tongue, THIS ARTICLE ABKS THAT YOU INVESTIGATE WHAT IT IS
SEEKING TO PUT BEFORE YOU WITH ALL DEFERENCE AND HU-
MILITY, BUT WITH A CONVICTION THAT EVERY CLAIM AND AP-
GUMENT ADVANCED I8 SANE, SOUND, TRUE—WORTHY OF YOUR
ATTENTION, INASMUCH AB THE DAY IS FAST ARRIVING WHEN
EVERY CHILD IN THE THIRD READER WILL BH LEARNING
SHORTHAND (SPENCERIAN CHARTIER SHORTHAND) WITH AN

Before we go any further in this analysis, and while you have the al-
phabet of the Pitman system fresh before you, let me give you another

1 pick this plate at random. It !s & Pitman transcript of an utter-
ance of the great showman, P. T. Barnum, and here Is what he sald, writ-

How many there be of these craftsmen in this city of almost 400.000
souls? Count them over—those who really answer P. T.'s description.
You or anyone with the slightest sort of memory can learn that alphabet any given matter—and it can be read with an ease never claimed for Pit-
which has just been givem and which, wlith endless use and practice, can man. In fact, people knowing the svstem, correspond In It and read eadh

The above is the plate showing the transecript in shorthand of Dlar-

|answers Barnum's description, full of word-signs, correctly uged—a per

| fect specimen.
| First, let us call your attention to the fact that the vowel-signs are

! entirely eliminated—and belleve me when you are taking a speech, you
|have no time for vowel-slgns with Pltman shorthand. THE REASON
!IW’HY IT TAKES YOU S0 MUCH PRACTICE TO MAKE THIS SYSTEM
VALUABLE TO YOU 1S THAT YOUR EYE, YOUR INSTINCT MUST BE
TRAINED SO THAT YOUR EX ES ALMOST SUPPLY THE INVISIBLE
AND NON-EXISTING VOWELS. In fast writing you are forced to drop
the vowels. We set forth here one proposition of shorthand which defies
refutation. .

It is elemental:—The reading power of any system {s hased on the
| percentage of vowel sounds yon ecan indicate.

Here I8 a another truism: 1TS SPEED IS BASED ON THE SFEED
WITH WHICH YOU CAN DO THIS.

From these two axioms it ig impossible to get away.

Now, In this light—=o clear and self-evident—let us get at the tran
geript of what Joker Barnum says, s transeribed in the Pltman systeni.

Notice, please, that the very first three worde are written as a word-
sign—the very first three words. These firet three words are “as far as,”
and the Pitman system writes them ‘sfrs”! There is not a hint of a vowel
gound anywhere. In the position! Why should "as" be written in the first
position and in the last position, and each time spell “as”? The accuracy
of geometry Is sadly deserted in this; “Fr” “far.,” Is there any possille
reason, conceding for the sake of argument that the “fr" is In the first
position, why this should not be “far' *afar,” and since there is mere
position visible, why it should not be “offer?” It is, however, “far” to
the trained eye in Pitman, for the raason that that house there 18 a house
to your familiar vision. In “husiness,” position pretty well Indicates the
word. You have “bs’ and “ns,” and require no flight of imegination to
make It out. “Pn"” is conventionally in the second position, making it
literally and meaninglessly “gpen” with the “o" long, as in “mode” or
“pone” (same long o) or “pain" (long a), or "pen" (short e), ete

|

ventionally so accepted. “Concerned’ has a little bit of dot before the in-
{tial eircle—s for “con,” an “r’’ cut half its length, thus adding "d and a
little “n"—hook—still the “d.,” created by the shortening of the “r” is
read after the “n"—hook. Here, then, are the consonant signs gulding
the experienced eye In reading “concerned”—'consrnd.” 1" s the
“tick” on top of the “v,” and #y" {8 a word-sign for “have.” “Iv,” in other
words, is “I have.” “A" is the dot in the first position. “Particular” is
“p” shortened to half length to show that there is a “t” or "d” sound

hook, although the ‘v’ is read after the ''p.”" Literally, we have “rpt (or
d4)" spelling “particular.” Another word-sign: “Hb” (vowel sounds to
be guessed) "hobby.” In a gentence of eleven words, thus, we have
seven word-signs. -

What now is really a word-sign? It is something that has to ne
learned and stored away in the memory. When the first eleven wogsds
of the man who says that his hobby is that every voung person should
learn shorthand “thoroughly,” are found to contain seven words that
have absolutely to be remembered, It is to be seen at a glance that he ls
elther ignorant of what he 1s talking about, or has a large and expansive
sense of humor. This system cannol be taken on and carried as a side-
line. One who learns it has to dedicate himself to it as did Dickens. An-
other thing, this system cannot be mastered and allowed to rust. Speed,
accuracy, a working order of the possession 18 maintained by constant
practice and that alone.

There are sixty-elght words in the rest of what P. T. Barnum here
sald. There are over forty word-signs in thls number. Capacious mem-
ory at this gait, don’t you think, fo know this language of lines and arcs
and circles thoroughly—a blg word-=lgn store-house necessary; and you
cannot pause, you know, when you are writing 150 words a minute to re-
call how "I have been,'" “‘ms far as" “that” “particular,” etc., are writ-
ten. Pitman is almost impossible with night students.

It is strange, almost remarkable, that an analytical genlus such as
must have been the mind that invented and evolved Pitman system did
not reflect that the two greatest Impediments in his system were Inflict-
ed unabated on all the men and women who studied and the compara-
tively few who mastered hla system: 3

A lack of vowel power. J

A diminution of speed proportioned to the number of vowel signs

used.

“as far as business is concerned, I have a particular hobby. My Net result—an absolute necessity of an enormous dictlonary of word-
craze is that every young persom, of both sexes, should learn at least
shorthand and typewriting. Here you have mental disciplice and knowl-
edge together, knowledge, too, that is almost certaln at some time to be
convenlent and practically available 1 cannot concelve that one who
knows these two branches thoroughly will ever need to go hungry in the SYSTEM OF HIS OWN, BASED ON PITMAN. BUT PECULIAR TO THE

signs.

A difficulty of mastery increased by every word-siga,

‘A MULTIPLICATION, IN THE CASE OF EXPERTS, OF WORD-
SIGNS 80 GREAT AS TO MAKE THE WRITING OF EACH EXPERT A

WRITER AND ABSOLUTELY UNDECIPHERABLE BY ANY ONE

Know Pitman thoroughly! Truly P. T. {s & humorist. P. T. was ELSE.

® As a matter of my own knowledgze I know that Spencerian Chartler
shorthand can be learned with ome-fifth the study required for Pitman;
it can be written faster than Pitman—it makes fewer strokes In writing
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ARTICLE ¥,

All the eorpornte powers of this corpora
tlon shall be vested In and execnted by
the hoard of directors to be composed of
turee stockholders of this corporation, and
two of whom ghall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of the busipess of this ecor-
poration. 'The first board of direclors shall
be nnmed In this charter, and every rubse-
quent board of directors shall be elected
annually on the first Monday of October,
All directors shall hold office untll thelr sue-

cessors are duly elected pnd qualified. Al
such elections shall be by ballot and shall
e conducted at the office of this eorpora-
tion under the supervision of three comrpis-
sioners o be appointed by the board of “di-
rectors, Notice of every such election shall
be glven to the stockholders ten days prior
to the =ald election by o letter dirceted to
each and every stockholder addressed to him
as per the address glven on the books of
this corporation. The board of directors
shall hold office for the term of one year,
and any vacancy occurring during the term
shall be filled by electlon among the remaln-
Ing directors. A failure to elect directors
on the date specificd shall not dissolve this
corporation, bat the directors then in office
shall hold office untll thelr suecessors are
duly elected and qualified. Each director
shall own at least one share of stock. The
board of directors shall have the power to
make and establish by-laws, rules nnd regn-
Intions for the management of this eorpo-
ration; to regulate the transfer of stock,
and to appoint and discharge all clerks,
agents and employees, as well as to fix thelr

eompensatlon, Each director shall have
the power to appoint a proxy In writing to
represent him at all meetings of the board
of directors, and sald power or proxy may

be given to one not a stockholder in this
corporation,
The board of directors shall elect from
its numher a prestdent, a vice president and
o serretary-treasarer.
The first board of directors shall be the
following : Chas. D, Frost, president ; Eanls
Lol

A. Regrave, vieepresident ; Hownrd A, 8
grave, secretary-ireasarer.
ARTICLE VI
Whenever this eorporation shall be dis-
solved, either by Hmitation or otherwise, its
affalre shall be lguidated by two commls-
sloners to be appointed from among the

stockholders to be convensd In general meet-
Ing for such purposs, of which meeting, no-

tice shall be given In the manner and time
preseribed Ly the mext artiele of thls char-
ter, and a majority In amount of the eapl-

tal #tock of thix corporation represented at
the mald genernal meeting shall be requisite
to elect. And the sald rommissloners shall
remain In office untll the afMairs of the cor-
poratlon shall have heen fully lguidated

ARTICLE VIL

This act of Incorporation may he changed,
altered or modified or amended, or this eor-
poratlon and the charter thereof, may be
digsolved, with the asseat of three-quarters
of the eapital stock represemted at a general
meeting of the stockholders convened for
that pur{nmn, and after notlee of such meet-
Ing shall have been given In one or more
ewspapers of the ¢ity of New Orleans, La.,
once o week for four weeks preceding the
anld meeting and by a written notice to
ench and every stockholder as per the books
of this corporation, mailed to him thirty
days prior to the date of the sald meeting,
it the post office address designated by him
In writing.

ARTICLE VIII,

No stockholder shall ever be held lable
for the contracts or faults of this corpora-
tion In any further sum than the unpald
balancs due thls corporation on the shares
of stock owned by him, nor simll any Infor-
mality In the organization of this corpera-
tion have the ¢Mect of rendering this charter
null or of l'l{!u.‘lllll{ the stockbolders to any
further liability than the unpaid amoant re-
malning due on his stock subscription,
The llst of subscribers hercunto annexed
shall serve a# the original subscription st
of this corporation,
Thus done and passed 1o this clity of New
Orleans, on the day, month and year afore-
sald, In the presence of Messra. Bldney Feok-
erle and T. A. Schuber, competent witnesses,
wha have herennto slgned Lhelr names, to-
gether with the sald appearers and me, no-
tary, after a due reading of the whole.
{Original signed) : has, D. Frost, 10
ghares, 21,0000 ; and ra.  (Witnesses) :
Ridney Eckerle, T. A. B
Scorr B.

T,
Bren, Not. Pub.

(Seal)

I, the undersigned recorder of mortgages
in and for the parish of Orleans, siate of
Vonistana, do hereby certify that the ahove
and foregoing act of Incorporatlon of the

a4 this da
In book 1051,

“fHoward A. Segrave, Ine
duly recorded, In my office
follo 147.
New Orleans, Aug. 24th, 1911,
(Bigned)  Bamite Leoxarn, DR,
State of Louizland,
Parish of Orleans,

This 1& to eertify that the above and fore-
going 1= a trune and correct « if the orig-
Inal met of Incorporation of J “‘Trn:\-u 1

A. Begrave, Inc.," together w
eate aof the recorder of mor
parish of Orleans, except th
subseribers thereto.
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name and sfixed my seal, this 24th day orf
Angnst, 1011
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