
OfUR C(LAIMS FOR REOPENING STATION.

The following resolutions, and their elaboration in the succeeding article,

were prepared by Mr. Peter S. Lawton for use during the present session

of Cn,gress, before which a vigorous tight is to be made for the reopening of

'he Naval Station at this city. These resolutions were adopted unanimously

t). the Algiers Improvement Association at its meeting Monday night, and

,by the City Council on Tuesday, through the Mayor, who recently had Mr.

l'adg.t; of Tennessee, chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee of the House,

on a visit of inspection to the Station, and who requested that he be furnished

all data bearing on our claitls for its reopening. The Council, acting upon

the .Mayor's request, will have these printed and extensively circulated as

trstitutling our "case" in tnris ilmptortant contest.

The resolutions follow:

Whereas, The Secretary of the Navy, in his annual report for 1911, just

submitted to the Congress, reners his recommendation made in his report

cf 11d1, that authority be granted his department to move the Dry Dock of

:he New Orleans Naval Station to somle other locality: and,

Whereas, 'The reasons admanecd by the Sec.rtitaty w\hy said station should

be dismantled, and which appear to •e those on pace ?" of the 1910" report.

are stated by him as follows:

"The New Orlean. yard lies about Io miles up tle Mississippli riter.

It has a large floating dlock nhich r ani in tmeraencyi dock vessels of about

I,ttr,0 tons disp!.acteeI: t has modetrn shop buildings and somie excsellenlt

mac.iltne tools in go•lu coundition. It lies behiindi a tle\ ich Inust I,

relied upon in high water or flood of the river to prevent the Na \y Yard

anid uIactlitre rools from being flooded. Its position up rthe ri\ver is such

that in time of war, or threatened war, no large vessels should ire sent

ti:•re on account of the danger of the Passes being blocked:" and.,

Whereas.. Sadl Secretary himself utterly discredits the necest-it y for for

the danger of this "blocking" theory almost in the very next paragraiih, in

ihe fllo \\ing language, whiclr aplears on page 33, where he says:

"The (Gulf o Mexico has two entrances-- Florida strait, comrmandeie
Iby K--y West, and the Yuicatan passage at the West end of Cuba. which

is some thirty iiles wide. These two entrances may easily be guarded

ie our cruisers to prevent forays or attacks on the Gulf coast by smaller

sc.attered cruisers; it is incornceivable that an enemy's battleships will

e\er penetrate the Gulf of Mexico, unless our fleet in the Caribbean has

been defrated;" and,

Whereas. Said Secretary, in this same connection, in his reference to

:he Pensacola Yard, in the Gulf of Mexico, again admits the possibility of an

enemy getting into the Gulf and past the cruisers which he had just said

could easily keep them out, when he says. on page :32. that Pensacola Bay

could probably be bombarded by an enemy's vessels in spite of the fortifica-

tions at that place;" while he again quickly contradicts this statement in his

prediction of big business for all the cities of the Gulf coast while they are

being thus blockaded or bombarded, which latter contradiction appears on

page 34, and which reads as follows:

"The Gulf coast being so entirely protected by our fleet in the Car-

ribean, can safely send supplies from all its cities to the Isthmus of

Panama and to our fleet in the Carribean. It may be confidently predicted

that in time of war the cities of the Gulf coast will be, from their nat-

ural security, the chief sources of supplies and material and the probable

points from which our troops will embark either for the Isthmus for

further transit or for service in the Carribean, as may be required:"
And,

Whereas, The New Orleans Naval Station was purposely located 100

miles up the Mississippi river by two emident Boards of Experts, after a

most exhaustive nad costly inquiry, and because they naturally assumed that

:he proper defenses in the shape of Floating Batteries, then already desig-

nated and recommended by the Endicott Board, which preceded said com-

missions, would be installed at the mouth of this nation's greatest river, to

prevent the blocking which this seemingly erratic Secretary so lightly pre-

dicts, thus insuring the passing on to the sea of the "supplies" he neverthe-

less promises us will be furnished 'by our Gulf ports; and,

Whereas, Because the War Department has not seen fit to yet install

these floating batteries, which are imperatively necessary not only to protect

the great government works at this river's mouth, but also to insure the

"open river" at all times and under all circumstances, which protection and

facility the Secretary must realize that this river, as a national highway, is ab-

solutely entitled to, we refuse to believe that this is a sufficient reason for

abandoning this station which, in turn, is imperatively essential to the up-

keep of said defense vessels; and,
Whereas, We further refuse to believe that the Congress, which author-

lzed the building of this station and this dock, upon the advice and recom-

mendation of the eminent experts mentioned, which plant, for the reasons

stated, and because of the further reason that no forts or land batteries can be

utilized at or near this river's junction with the sea, is at the present mo-

ment an absolutely essential part of the national defense, will consent to said

Secretary's request, based as It is upon the unsupported assumption (which

he himself discredits) that the sea gates of the great 'Mississippi Valley will be

closed in the event of even probable war." Therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Algiers Improvement Association, That we deprecate

Secretary ,Meyer's evident lack of prudence in presuming to reverse a policy

so carefully entered upon by the government, and which is even now in the

course of consummation, as is seen in the large expenditures being made on

Southwest Pass, presently nearing completion, and which is shown in letters

from the War Department on file in this city, stating that the defenses for the

month of this river will be forthcoming, which action of his the Secretary

must know would, if carried out, discredit this whole Mississippi river pro-

ject now receiving such national recognition under the head of "The Lakes to

the Gulf Deep Waterway," and various other kindred measures; and, be it

further
Resolved, That while also deprecating the seemingly careless manner in

which the Secrstary has drawn his said report-insofar at least as it refers to

Gulf matters, such as giring the width of the Yucatan Channel as being "some

80 miles," when in reality msaid pass is some 100 miles wide, which of itself

would discrsdit his whole argument-if argument it can be called-we desire

to protest as trongly u we can to the Secretary's whole course in connection

with this station, whrein he refused to send work to it and then aofficially re-

ported that it was not self-sustaining.
Be it tafurther resolved, That we call upon our Senators and Represents-

tives from this State to demand an investigation of Secretary Meyer's conduct

towards this particular New Orleans Naval Station, wtihout reference to any

other station or yard-this one being in a class entirely different from any of

the others-and that our said Senators and Representatives seek the assist-

ance of those of the entirs Mississippi Valley, with a view of not only com-

batting the mistaken attitude of this official and his advisers, but also to

endeavor to have this plant equipped with the necessary floating derrick and
land cranes, and its power plant and its wharf completed, so that it may be

able to handle the work for which it is otherwise capable, besides securing,

if possible, a specific minimum annual appropriation for its operation on the
score, as above stated, of its being more than any other Naval Station in
America, a valuable and necessary part of the national defense.

THE NEW ORLEANS NAVAL
STATION AS AN INDISPENSABLE

PART OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE

No matter how desirable it may be, from an economic standpoint, to close

some of the country's Naval Stations which have no special functions or
which may, for various reasons, be considered useless or unnecessary for the

purposes of the 'Navy, the fact remains that the New Orleans Naval Station,
which, it woutld seem, should properly come under the jurisdiction of the War

Department, should certainly not be permitted to be closed and dismantled-

as is beig presently attempted by the Secretary of the Navy-since said

station is distinctively in a class of its own and more than any other station
in the coontry an absolutely essential part of the national defense.

'To conlusively prove this statement, it need only be pointed out that
the Passes at the mouth of the Mississippi river, now nearing completion, and
which hare, hmseives o, ot, up to date, some 815,000,000, cannot be defended
frum destrueots, and the integrity of this great, tree national ocean sateway
milntatned during war exnpt by the floatit battery, for the upheep of which

this local station is an aboulutoe and imperative necessity. In verifcation of
this condition the following is taken from the report of the Endlcott Board,

,hich made the moet ebastlve study ever made of our coasts and their
eeded defeases, which report was led on January 16, 1886, and of which

theb Taft Board said, in 1905 (page 10) that "The prineiples of seacoast de-
fe so cklearly stated therein, and the necessity of having our important
and strategic and commerial centers made secure against naval attack with
as little delay as possible, ase egally applicable today and need not be re-

peated." After pladcnig New Orlnms sixth mamong twenty-eva ports urgently
needing to be fortfied, said Mndloott Board's report on New Orleans, which
is on page 18, is us follows, In the mattesr of the Passes:

"As no land btterie could be built there on acceout of the want of
a fmmndation, it is recommeanded that the dofese of the Passes be con-
aded to two oatins batterie, submarine tne and ether torpedoes.

Twelve torpedo bats a re lommendeld for this statis."

Again, on page 308, in stating where these floating defenses must be

used, it says:
"In places where, from the nature of the ground, as at the mouth of

the Mississippi river, it is impracticable to mount heavy guns in forts.'
On the same page the report continues:

'It seems evident that New Orleans should be entirely defended by
floating batteries, torpedoes and submarine mines, because of the engi-
neering difficulties to be encountered in placing heavy guns upon such
yielding foundations as exist at the mouth of the Mississippi river."
On page 309 is found this important statement:

"Floating defenses should be considered as a part of the stationary
defense of the country, and not as part of the Navy. As far as possible
each floating defense should be adapted to the particular place of which
it forms part of the defense. It should be constructed, indeed, to take
advantage of the peculiarities of the location."
On page 306 it describes the floating battery as follows:

"It should mount guns equal or superior to any guns tlhat could he
sent against it; it should have protect ite armor of greater thickness thani
any probable enemy: while it should be, at the saute time,. a smaller \es-
sel and of lighter draught."

That the ships of the Na\y c.alot tie depended upon :o defend these•

Passes in time of war is also ltadei clerll on pj)le .:ac of said Endi(cltt Board's
report. which says:

"The duties here outlined for floating hatteries mtay be pel•formetd 1,y
he regular nata\;l force, but the legitimate field of action of such a force

is upon the high seas. in prot(ec'ting our cotlIntierce, in destoi t ting the

( otnlt'rce of the enelty, in malkinlg atlt acks upotn unIdeflende or illlortlant

jprtions of his coast tillns forcing him to maintain a flteet at il•o et'), or inl
tin'eting or destroyilg his fleet."
'•P ' Taft Hoard, oni page 1 . lputs this e\en strongter, when it sals:

"Since it is a naval maxim that the enely's tlet is the primary oh-
jelti\'e. it oltlots that iharbor dtefense cannot dieplend otn the pitesence iof

an;ti \war vessel to resist naval attack. \Whil. it is possible such vessels
liavy he in port. their lpresencet will no the part of a plan for harbor (de-
fense biy natl co-operation. It follo\\s. therefore, that thile defttnse of
sutch harlbor must delend illlllldiately uipont guils anlld subtili r;ine uillt'es,
and thtat this defetnse Imust be suflicietintly strong to repel any naval at-
tack that mnay reasonatbly be expected."

It is also a fact ktnown to al1 that physical coinditionts inl ti(e matter of

foundations at this river's junction with the sea, in the Gulf of Mexico, have
not ameliorated since the Endicott Board's survey of that locality. Therefore,
if all this be true- that the Mississippi river is a national river; that thie jet-
!tes at its mouth, whic: are beingbuil built by the government, are of national

importancte; that these extensile and costly works, which have taken nearly
a generation to perfect, but which our Navy canniot guarantee to protect dur-
ing war, and whici h cannot possibly be defended from attack nor be prevented
from being closed up, through the instrumentality of any land forts of any de-
scription, but can only be thus defended by the floating battery, the deduction
is self evident that this Naval Station, which must exist for the maintenance
of these harbor defense vessels, is. as stated, a very necessary element of our
national defense, and should not be destroyed. This fact being es-
tablished, this station should therefore be aintained upon the same theory
that the warship and the soldier is provided for, and not he subject to the
mach:nations of certain interests who would leave this locality helpless in
the event of hostilities, when the only recourse would be that boldly suggested
by Sec.retary Meyer and w'ich was about to be put into practice during the
few months of the late Spanish war-to block the river up."

The people of the Mississippi Valley who are behind "The Lakes to the
Gulf Deep Waterway" project will, of course, when they get to it, straighten
this whole matter out, because the development and the defending of this
river must be synonymous terms. But while the proposed deepening of the
river would seem to be a corollary to the successful operating of the Panama
Canal. the consummation of such a big project must of necessity be some
time off. Nevertheless a big thing like this station, which has cost over
$3,000,000, should not be abandoned only to be again revived at such great
cost to the people, particularly when it can also be easily shown that unlike
the warship and the soldier in one respect this station, if given a chance,
would be "self-supporting."

Owing to its greater proximity to the scene of operations, this New Or-
leans Naval Station could today take care of the gunboats habitually doing
duty in the Carribean, with far greater economy than can be possible under
the present plan which compels them to steam all the way from 1,200 to 3,000
miles more, on a round trip, in going up the coast to Norfolk or to New York
or Boston, as the case may be. The New Orleans station could do this class
of work just as good as any other station, while the mild climate of this place,
together with its coaling facilities, should also count in its favor, when it
is conceded that in the matter of shore leave and all other conveniences and
its ability to furnish any stores or other supplies, it is satisfactory. If, then,
to this work be added the repairs to the local government craft, such as
dredges and boats of the lighthouse service, the tugs and boats and barges
of the River Commission, together with private work too heavy for the private
yards, it can easily be seen that the New Orleans Station, under such condi-
tions, would be a flourishing institution and not the "disadvantageous place"
Secretary Meyer pretends it is. And when it is further considered that it
was a quarter of a century ago when the Endicott Board recommended these
two heavily-armored floating forts and their dozen auxiliaries for the protec.
tion of this river, it will be appreciated that this was at a time when the
Dreadnaught of today was not even dreamt of, and long before the scien-
tists' searchlight had penetrated the gloom of the fever-stricken Isthmus. If
this protection was necessary for the "gateway of the valley" in those days,
when this whole Southern country was still staggering from the shock of
war and still in the grip. of the yellow plague which hung like a pall over
its future, how vastly more necessary must it be today, under present world
conditions as to armaments, and now that Reed and Carroll and the other
heroes who gave their lives that we might live and prosper, have lifted this
"veil of futurity," revealing to us in all her splendor the new South, whose
destiny they forever fixed among the garden spots of the world! With the

lights now before us, this great continental river upon whose unruffled bosom
can be brought down by gravitation to the sea and in indefinite volume the
products of the world's greatest valley, must, in the very nature of things, inresponse to the changed conditions mentioned, and in the not distant future,
become the greatest transportation medium we possess. This was ordained
the very Instant that the "mosquito theory" made Panama and the new South
possible, and no mere Secretary of the Navy, nor even the "Boston crowd"
nor the "New York crowd" can prevent its consummation, although, no doubt,
they may retard it, unless they are "called" in time. Therefore, let our Con-
gressmen and our Senators all get together on this New Orleans 'Naval Sta-
tion question, taking it up seriously and Intelligently, and with an aggres-
slveness comensurate with its importance not only to the Mislssippl Valley,
but to the nation, and, it possible, have it placed under the jurisdiction of the
War Department, where, under the application of the rule laid down by the

experts, it would, as suggested, seem to properly belong.
PETER 8. LAWTON.

TERRIBLE TOLL OF THE SEA

Steam Vessels Totally Lost in 1901
Numbered 98-Flfty Ships Miss.

Ing That Year.

Careful French statisticians compl:
each year for the "Bureau Veritas"
record of the accidents and losses sau
ftred for a twelve-month by the mer
chant marine of all nations from whicd
data are obtainable, says a writer i-
Harper's Magasne The yearly sum
mary put forth by the "Bureau Verl
tu" is counted authoritative by at
maritime men-owners, agents, under
wrlters. Few who loll in the palm
gardens or loiter on the roadways d
the swift cities of ease that cross t•i
Atlantic know the "Bureau Veritas,
its record of the tolls gathered
that complacent sea down--far dow
-- below the ranfl

Nine hundred and eighty.ox ves-ehl
of the world's merchant marine-
steam and saill-totally lost in the
year 1508, says these careful Presch
statleticlan; and this tally recognlse

ly steam vessels of over 100 tond
burden. Such the record of complet
destruction, and the following the
count of damage not Irreparable: 4,371
steamer injured by fre, collkion
stranding stress of wepther. and
other ea•se• The destruction vanr
from yar to year; in 1907 there were
1.104 total loses among merchan_
shipe; in 1506 1,00 8 steamships and

ling vesels were gripped by th

No count Is kept of the men wo a•
down in the ships that are lost. Th
statisticians deal only with comm•r
dal values. No bureau in the world

n-ds preat or inoeativa o kept l
coaunt of the thousands of sa-woroer
wb are e ed a too Tby the a w
reckon tamed. Onlay this is tak to

count; that every day In the year
somewhere on the restless wastes ofSthe seven ses two-In some years
three--ships are snatched n greed by
the power that tolerates the many.
So the average has it.

S The sea takes most of its tithe bystealth. A bandage oft og about the
navigator's eyes. a racing current
motving unsee beneath the masked
innocence of sat water, a kntfeedge
reef, or sand.that yields until a keel
Is fairly trapped-then destruction.
Not quite 400 of the 988 vessels lost
in the year 108 were wreked through
stranding; 158 of these were steam-
ships, superior a thy were over the
barks and sehooner subject to the
whims od the wlnd. Colsons mseat
ninety erafts to the botttom. wOr -e
stroyed thirty t. Nlaetyrthrse flle
and oundered. Under the heed "miss.
lbg," which means that not even car.
ful Pench statisticians can divine the
secrets of the dep, fifty ships were
registered in the 108 record of di•
aster.

Coaeumptlon In Ireland.
One of the most Interestling fats

brought out in the report of the regis.
trar genel for Ireland, ust issued
as blue book, is the maintenmane of
the decrease It the mortality from
tuberccalsis, which has now beea con-
tinuous since 1908. The death rate
from this disease fell from 27 per
1.10 in 1907 to Lt in 1086; in the tol-
owing year the rate declined to 2.4
per 1,000, and in the year under r•
view to .8 per 1,000. All who are
taking part in the campaign against
tubeculoals, ears the registrar gen-
eral, re to be consratulated on thenelts of their exertions. Special
metio must be aga made eO the
Women's National Health ausoelatbo.

eauded and mdeded over by the

Countess of Aberdeen. The simple
health principles propaganda of this
association have tended toward this
result. Special attention should also
be given to the excellent work done
by the medical officers of health, who
have exceptional opportunities of un-
derstanding the home life and needs
of the poorer classes. The county,
urban and rural district councils are
working in various ways for the bet-
terment of the public health of the
country, notably in the provision of
improved dwellings for the people.-
Dundee Advertiser.

i WET I
i SHOES Ii

Prestley's belongings were scatter-
ed between his Chicago home, which
was closed, the cottage in Florida,
where the family was passing the win-
ter, and his trunk, which he had
brought with him on a hurried bust-
seas trip to Chicago. He had left the
trunk reposing in the temporary room
given him at the hotel and had dashed
around town throughout the day.

When he came in at evening the
clerk gave hi manother key. "We've
moved you to 613," he told Presley.
"Your trunk is up there."

Presley was tired. Also he yearned
for a bath and fresh clothes. Reach-
ing the room designated by the clerk,
he illed the bathtub with water and
got into his bathrobe. Then he start-
ed to unlock his trunk.

It was his trunk, he knew, for there
were the hotel stickers in their far
nillar places and there was the mar-
red corner, as well as his initials in
white paint on the end. Yet his key
would not unlock it.

Presley did all the foolish things
people do under such circumstances.
He inserted the key upside down and
right side up and crosswise, he wrig-
gled and Jammed it and pounded the
trunk and muttered incoherently un-
der his breath.

Finally after a half hour's struggle
he was forced to give it up and ring
for the porter. It seemed that there
was a broken piece inside the lock,
but finally the porter managed to
open it.

When the porter departed, clutching
Prestley's quarter. Prestley between
rage and hunger and weariness was
sizssing like a bomb as he pulled out
clean linen and laid it on the bed.

Then he cast off his bathrobe and
jumped into the tub. There seemed
something wrong with his feet, and as
Presley gased down at them through
the depths of the water be came to
with a start-he had got into the tub
with his shoes on!

The temperature of the water went
up ten degrees from the fervor of his
remarks. The shoes naturally were
soaking wet by the time he had re-
cued them.

Investigating his trunk a little later
Prestley dragged to light only a pair
of patent leather pumps. He turned
them over in his hands with the resig-
nation one uses in situations of utter
despair. Still, he had to put them
on.

After Prestley had dressed in ble
business suit, which looked baggy and
dusty after his trip, he saw to his hor-
ror that it was an impossibility to
combine it with the pumps. The a-
feet was too comic. Since he had to
wear the pumps be decided with a
sight that he must dress up to them.

So he took some time changing his
shirt studs Into another shirt sad
getting into his dress sauit

His hunge was increasing by leap
and bounds. Pully attired, he took a
look at himself and deolded be was too
glorioos to burst in upon the crowd
tin the downstatr emab. He would be
obliged to aseek the exclustve upstairs
dining room. LUvting up to those
pumps semed to be a strenous at-
fair.

Prstley got into the ehlevator at
the sixth loor and at the net a young
woman eatered in eventg garb. Se
too, sgot of at the dning room lor.
At this point Prestie thought hard

If two pemson In evealing dress e
tered the eate imultaneously, the
had waiter natrally would sauppose
ther were together ad would seat
them acordtb , so be lagged behlu d,
tn yards or more.

The big room was only slightly f-
Sand at his etrance the heed wait-

er took him hospitably tin charge, led
him the length of the room and with
a ourish mated him at a small table.

Raisi•g his eyes he saw that the
worst had happeaed-the astrq•ge and
good lookin youn woman i eve.
itg garb sat acr•es from him at the
mae anmll tablel
Prstley in rather sh, so in spite V

his aonomirtableaes he felt
less. Maybe they had seated them
so uas to enable oe waiter to serve
both, and anyhow he was there and
eouldant help it.

He gave his order wildly.
The walter deposited before him a

soup tureen ad two plates.
As Prestley swallowed hard and
m despatriragly at his comanalo,
he saw that she too, was coaefue.
Then a man stood beslde hi,, Uke.
wise in evening clothe, gasin at
Prestley with an expreso of interre
gatlon that wu positively rude in tts
rprise Without doubt h belond

to the yuns woman, ad she be .
ed to him, d there was Prestle
h ma*n's sat with two soup platen
beore himi

Prestley itrged to his feet Me
mad strange sache which he thought
werm an apologyq. Then he fled.

He get to his room and looked the
or and bolted it, and as he kiohed

s f1st one of the pumps and then tihe
othe he yanked the tdelephone to himt

flay," Prwtley bellowed in a
streangled vaolces. "I'Ill have my di,
an Neat to my reemi'

B Other Daye
Dbeishmar looked up and saw the

writng on the wall.
"Who let that wirelemss message in

beret" be asked, faetously.
Thereupon hbi gsta lau

heartily, the consensam st o 1oa4
ing: "rTmt's a seed e on M .eanL
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FIRE WORI
Certainly you are go.

ing to celebrate the
Holidays.

We have just purchased
a large stock of

Fire Works.
THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO SELL AT

BARGAIN PRICES

Roman Candles, Sky Rockets
and Spit Fires.

DON'T FORGET THE YOUNG LADY WHO WILL APPRECIA,
A BOTTLE OF

High Class Cologne
OR OTHER FANCY TOILET ARTICLES. WE HAVE A LAMt
SUPPLY IN THIS LINE AND OUR PRICES ARE LOWER THASm
ASKED IN THE HIGH RENT DISTRICT OF THE CITY.

PETER RUPP
THE DRUGGIST

CORNER BERMUDA AND ELIZA STREETS

'PHONE

"Algiers 48"
About your :-

Plumbing w .,

We Will Do the R

J. Bodenger, Pres.

Algiers Cornice & Plumbing

TELEPHONE JACKSON 1392

Consumers Brewing
Brewers and Bottlers of the,
Popular Brands of Bottled-'

Beer

Tannhauser and Expofl.

Consumers Brewing
CLIO AND LIBERTY STREETS


