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By CATHERhNE CDOPL
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breat• be!ore c3L:mumgL o. tbhrugt
the haw.hor- Iaues that led to the
triit nornacd lier wide garcex hat
had sh;,;ed from its est of sput~
gold r.Lgiet: aL. her he-at beat icy-
nus.t with the ptise of sping.

She stool for a momen: poised no-
aer the old :vnr verec Larch tat so-
mtted her tc the orchard and drew
iLt long brea:he of dehght The great
gnarled treeF ere fweechted w::5

Liomeomwis a. :be airt was heary w:tt
the sweemesF of their perfume.

Joan made a ewft" dart and wit
the atfr: of a sq.Irre; c!:mned into

the topmost branches of her bavorne
tree There she sighed happiy. 'bet
laughed a: the sh.wer of pith and
wh!te petals that her ascent brought
down.

'Now I az monarch of a• I scr-
rty" she told herself gleefu iJ anc
settied herself in the secre seat the
gardener had made for her.

Because t:eir o-rhard was ony a
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:.at had been the prde of the one
time Lamtbe*rth estate. it was not
wshed in. but merely inclosed by
hawthrborn bedges Joan regreted
that neresty had c::ne; for a d:'i-
sion of the property yet she rejoiced
that the lot whilc her grandmother
had purchased possessed the most
beautlfu tree it the entire orchard.
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lan" that dvided the ropierta-s
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eyes focused upon a fare that was
moving abou among the preVate gar-
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