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The League of Lost Causes
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‘Man Interrupted the |

monarch, clapping the

upon the ahoulder, “we one you much
gratitude. By detaching yourself from
this eriminal league vou have put an
end tn (te activities In Europe. When
the Tsar withdrew hig support you
waore the lagt prop left. And now i

“Weall, 1 did think it could get ma
back my throne,” sald Mannuel, vawn
ing. ‘And naturally 1 was not greatly

averse to using It ar » means townard
that snd. But now, If you will pardon

ma, & most important affair of state
makes my prosence imperative, and
ro—""

“It's  curious,”  ohsarved  King

Georgs, lingering at the door, “it's
up In a night and lost its Influenee in
a day. When Professor Dyornak pro
pounded his plan for the revival of |
aristocracy he had an immediate re-
gponse from half the rulers of Europa
I confesa that for a time he Influ
enced me, T bolieve the league would |
have effected ltg purposes, too, had It
not bheon ed by base men for thir
own purposcs, and sunk to the level of
an anarchistic organtzation, thua com- |
pelling ua to form & counter league to |
thwart {t. And that we have suceeed

ed 1s due entirely to you, Tresham.'
“And to Paul Lane,” sald Tresham. |
“The American millionalre*”
“Yes, sir. He, too, was entrapped

Into joining the league and aiding it
with his money, prinelpally through
the Influeties of her highpess the Prin-
eena Clothilde of Austria Ha came
over tn ua when he learned the true
nature of the society, and has sinee
done all In his power to ald us. ;\nd:
I have hopes that the princess herself
will join In glving the league the |
coup de grace”

“A very remarkabla woman, the
Princess Clothilde” sald King George |
thoughtfully. “I know her weall and
hopn to sea her often now that she has |
abandoned Dvornak and his fellow
congplirators, As for this I.nn&—|
where {s he?” {

“Not far from here, sir,” answered |
Lord Claude, |

“Well, you must bring him to see |
me next time we are both in Paris. |
Do you go my way, Manuel? he con- |
tinued, turning to the Portuguese sov- |
ereign. |

“No, cousin. I have a most press- |
ing appointment on welghty matters
of state,” replied the other, and van- |
ished without further eeremony down |
the same stairs by which King George
soon afterward took his departure.

It was in the private dining room[
of Monsleur Gabriel, in Parls. BSeven
kings had attended what was to 'hn|
the last session of their club. Form- |
ed hy the steadier heads among the
European rulers, to combat the peril
oug activitles of the league, it had ae- |
complished Its purpose. Tha league
Jwas on Its last legs. And Paul Lane, |
who had opposed it with all his re- |
sources, had been mainly instrumen-
tal In mecuring Its overthrow.

Lord Claude Tresham atepped back
to the mantel and lit a clgaretto.

“1 wonder,” he mused, as he puffed
‘'out a cloud of fragrant smoke, 1
wonder just how soon King George
will learn that his heir has been kid-
napped!”™ '

He strode across the room and pull-
ed back the curtaln which separated
the dining room from that of the
attendants,

“Paul!” he called, “come in"

Paul Lane, in walter's garb, which
wag converted into conventlonal eve-
ning dress by the removal of the nap-
kin protruding from hls waisteoat, en-
tered and took the elgarette which

. the other handed him.

“1 wanted you to hear our conversa-

““tion tonight, Paul” sald Lord Tres- |

ham, “because 1 have good reason M'!
belleve that the activities of the|
league ara not wholly ended. Tn faet, |

they have succesded In pulllng off a
most daring coup. Prinee Edward of
Wales was kidnapped \gro hours ago."

“In Paris?"

“Yes, from the town house of the
Marquis de Rrotenil, whose guest he |
has been, as you know, for several |
months, in order that he might be-|
eomn proficient in  French. King
George and Queen Mary arrived in |
Paris this afternoon incognito, to nna]
their gon. They visited the marquis’ |
Youse and met the prinece, and, being |
satisfied that all fs right with him,
will not expect to sea him again until
tomorrow, HBetween now and then
the prince must bhe found. I have
just learned the news from one of our
agents. Nobody knows it yet, not
even the Marquis de Breteuil.”

“But is there no clue? What waa
the purpose of the.conspirators?”

“The purpose, Paul, {8 wholly un-
known to me. There does exist a
clue, however. The Princes Clothilde,
who, as you know, has resolved to
oppose the league, but fears to do so
openly owing to some hold which Von
Holzrath, their leader, has over her,
wishes to see vou at midnight in the
Cafe Celestiel, on the Boulevard
Richepin—a famous haunt of actors
and soubrettes. She sent me this
message halt an hour before the club
convened. It was something of an
ordeal to keep all knowledge of this
affair from King George, as you may
well imagine. Now the best thing
You can do will be to follow up this
elue. T rely implleitly in you, Paul—
only remember. Prince Edward must
be found by daybreak and restored to

| suddenly found

| mistaking that

very

| him

. Bonted] the

nors and chattered fnees

Iy, while over the b of conversa-
rang out the strains of
musie Paul, standing at  the en
tranee, 1ot R eves wander over the
throng e seanned each face, but
he did not detect that of Clathilde
Ha notieed, however, that, though
apparently engrossed in thelr own af
falra, each couple looked furtively

toward one central foeus, on which all
fYES Wern or lesa  directed,
while e could hear low exclamations
of astonishment among those nearest
him. Following thess glanees, Paul
himself staring at a
Iad of about seventeen or eightoen
years whao, eeated heside a  loudly
dresged woman, evidently an actress,
wag Indulging In hilaricus laughter
due quite as much to wine as
amusement Paul looked harder and
then gasped in astonlshment. This
wad Prines Edward. There was no
trim coat, of English
cur, patent
pedd with the white spata,
cane with a
which lind bheen
Parigians through
fngs and eartoons And the woman
was—{iahrielln Souey, the noto-
rious actress whose indiscretlona had

mora

thosn
and
head, all
familiarized to
newspaper draw-

dng's

the

e

| formed the staple of Paris gnasip aver

fince she entangled the ex-king of
Portugal in her clutches and released
several thousand pounds the
poorer

“Dut it indizserect!” he heard na
woman near him murmur to his com
panion. “To prinees much 13 forgiv.

fu

en—but to parade himaelf thus, here!”
“Oh!™ murmured the man, rolline
up hia evebrows in affected horror,

“if his royal mother knew—that Purk
tan lady of England! Mon Dien!
Noubtlesa ghe thinks he is asleep In
his bed at this hour.”

“The marquis, his guardian, must be
stark, raving mad to allow this" ex-
elaimed the woman again.

Paul's eye caught that of the
prince.  He detected a distinet mes-
sage In it. He moved toward the
young fellow, puzzied, wondering:
something in that glanee made him
dimly aware that he had seen him In
the flesh, knew him. . . .

It was the Princess Clothilde, mas-
querading in the prince’'s clothes!

The shock of the discovery stupe-
fied Paul. Quite guletly he sat down
into the chair which the princess in-
dicated to him. He saw the looks of
the dipers flxed on him; he felt
amazed, helpless, out of his depth.
Rut the pseudo-prince was talkineg
more hilariously than ever, and the
actress, apparently believing Paul to
be one of the prince's friends, had al-
ready transfixed hlm with her lan
guishing glances,

“No, no.” hiccoughed the prinee,
catching the glance. “No, he {8 not
for you, my dear Gabrielle. This is
a particular friend of mine, with
whom 1 have an important engage-
ment. You will pardon me if I leave
you for one moment?”

"0, certalnly,” murmured Gabrielle,
not In the most friendly tone. Evi
dently she suspected Paul of belng

| an agent of the marquis, he thought.

Then, slipping out of the chair,
Clothilde pludked Paul by the arm
and motioned to him to follow into a
dimly lighted corner, a little apart
from the crowd. She sat down at a
small tabie and Paul took his seat at

her side,
“Clothilde, what folly is this?" he
began harshly. “To masquerade in

public while—"

“Hush, Paul!" she answered, and
suddenly he pereelved that there was
a depth of passionate emotion under
the felgned merriment. “Paul, when
1 told you that I was resolved to leave
the league, | told you aleo that 1 must
firet work out my destiny, until 1 had
crushed the league or till it had
erushed me. Von Holzrath knows that
I am no longer an enthusiast in his
canse, He offered me the choice be-
tween furthering his schemes and—
ruin. 1 pretended to obey him; se-
cretly 1 sent a message to Lord Tres-
ham, making an appointment for you
to meet me here, for I had heard you
were in Paris. Now llsten, Paul:

“They mean no harm to the prince.
They waunt to set France and Eng-
land by the ears—and what easier
than to make England think that the
young prince, who I8 a model of
decorum, has fallen into evil ways
and that the Margquis de Breteull has
been unfaithful to his trust? They
know that King George and Queen
Marg arrived Incognito In Paris this
afternoon to see their son. 8o they
have kidnapped him for a few hours,
meaning that I shall play his part
with Gabrielle de Souey in public.
Tomorrow, when the prince is releas-
ed, his story of kidnapping will be
scouted: the king will take him back
to England immediately, and publie
opinion in England will be aflame
against France,

“I dared not refuse Von Holzrath,
but I sent a message secretly, as you
know."

“But where is the prince? eried
Paul 4

“1 do not know. I could not learn.

to |

Paul, for heaven's gake follow on his
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Pt 1t was five miles from | I had Deen there moaned
Celestlel to thet fashionable peighbor | 8 ng hairsd  nowspa Writer
B where the Marquis de Hreteal) | UJust my aek to mis hoan event!
resided. and Paul, when about to hatl | Tell o Alphionis Just what o¢
a taxicab, discovered to his consterng. | carred.”
tion that he had no money  In o hisg Mphonse, the head waiter, rested
pocket,  He knew no one from \Ahntn* his tray of empty glasses upon the
to borrow in that reglon It was al- ] marble top and disclosed the events
mogt as far to Lord Clagde’s abode as | of the evening with free gestieulation
| to that of the marquis There was | of hls hands
nothing to do but to walk S0 he “He was here at midoight with her
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| in many a hewspaper.

| shops, while from time to time the

| which the prince was harbored.

“Who is that woman,
masquerading as my Son,

strode through the endless streets,
erossed the Seine, and then proeeed-
ed through a mean region of little

pealing of the city clocks indicated
the swift passage of the hours. It
was nearly two before he stood at
last in front of the old chatean in

He knew his room! It had been
indicated in many a diagram and plan
It overlooked
the avenue, and now Paul, standing
directly under it, perceived that there
was a light In the prince’'s window.
And, as he looked up, stralning his
eyes to catch a clearer glimpse of the
figure behind the curtain, suddenly
the window was thrown wide open
and the youthful figure of the prince
looked out,

It was Prince Edward! There was
no mistaking him! None could have
mistaken that characteristic figure,
that bright, English face, the profile—
it was the prince complete, even down
to the fashlonable coat so eften por-
trayed.

As Paul watched the prince turned
round, the curtain fell, and the light
went out.

He had come on a wild goose
chase, and the true explanation of it
suddenly flashed through his mind
Von Holzrath, the soul and cunning in-
gpiration of the league, distrusting
Clothilde, had merely pretended that
the prince had been kidnapped, in or-
der that she might reveal the story
and spread the rumor, they incidental-
Iy throwing his enemies off their
guard. Paul had not credited the man
with so much originality. In the
midst of these rumors, which would

—Mademoiselle de Soucy,” he sald
“Sapristi! they drank together for
two hours, Mademolselle and the
prince, till both were tipsy. And he
Aaunted himself so  daringly, Mes-
sieurs, in his English coat and his

patent leathers, yes, even to the dog's-
head cane that all Paris has learned
to know. He won all hearts, this
English prince. And then, just as we
were wondering whether or not he

“When Mademolgelle perceived him

the table with a little ery of fear, and
stood facing the ex-king with arms
strefched out as though to shield the
boy prinee from his wrath. And the
prinee rose. too, and looked upon Man-
uel with calm dignity—the dignity of
a prince, an English prinee, Mes-
sfeurs. And then Manuel walked up
to the prince and, taking off his gloves
in a leisurely way, folded them to.
gether and struck Prines Edward
across the face. And them men
sprang between them and—and——"
“A duel!” exclalmed the shaggy-
haired journalist. “Mon Dien! Where
will it be?”
“None knows. They went off with
poor Mademoiselle de  Souey alone
and half hysterical. But it is certain
that they will fight before morning.”
Paul sprang to his feet in horror
A duel! | Clothilde, in a boy's garb.
engaged in a fencing bout with the in
furlated young man who had been
ruler of Portugal!

doubtless be communicated to King

that such a thing could occur.

would roll under the table, up steps
' out of it

~—who do you think? Manuel of Por-
then?"

“Ciel! What a meeting! And!|
hten?"

| others.

she grew pale as death and rose from |

their seconds in twa taxicabs, leaving |

It was Intolerable | only honor is sought.

ABBEVILLE PROGRESS, ABBEVILLE, LOUISIANA
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pearest to the daeling  ground It Round the hond rive
was twenty minutes  to live }las | & fourth earrchage ety 1 B
gquickened his steps, directing them | Pl v miih [ from it
i eamo bonnding, | L deer, aero
|H|.- grasa, shouting he gdvarced
He: burst into the midst the o
‘.-‘--I'iaf-lr.F O amd  elasped  his
mother in his arng And the rest, en
| tirely evercome by the creseendn of
P these unparalleled circumstances, only
| Tooked wildly at ene another.  They
could noet Bod thelr toneues
It was really astondshing how little
L they pesembled each o the true
prinea and the false. I clothes make
thve man, they had certalnly made the
prines in the minds of the arisiany
For, geave that each wore a telm Eng
| ish roat and patent leather hoots
aml spats, and earried a cane with a
i, there was astonlshingly
seemiblanes hetween the true
Iward, with his arms round
" his  sobhbis mother, and the false
st holding the doel
von had come here to
father” oxelainmed the
ol It miear They
LN i1 o the mar
'} Stuar They tald the
| margnis that 1 hid been out B nicht
[in & cafe, that T was to fight a docl
| that yon had eome to Paris and hiad
heen warned to be in the Bols, and 8o
I'l what does it mean™”
: Queen Mary picked herself up and
came forward, her oves boring like

toward the Tittle glade. At Iast T
regolied it—thank God, It was empty—
and, flinging himsell down upon the
dewy grass, he rested. His limbs
ached and his head was swimming:
his eyes were heavy from want of
sleep. He needed all his strength to
contral himself. He must act wisely,
awiftly and say mot one rash word

Presently a flacre rattled up and
halted in the middle of the near-by
carriage drive, and two men stepped
Almost immediately it was
followed by another, which, halting in
the identical spot, dizsgorged three
Through the bushes behind
which he lay eoncealed Paul could
gee  in the rapidly inereasing light,
that the firet two men were Manuel
and his second; the other three were
the supposed prince, his second. and
a man who carried a little black case
and was evidently a doetor.

The parties saluted formally, and
the man with the case stepped for
ward and communed for a while with
Manuel's second. Then, being joined
by their parties, they stationed them
in chosen places, some fiftecn paces
apart. And. as the man with the case
apened It, Paul perceived to his hor

ror that the case did not contain
surgieal supplies,
It eontained two pistols. This was

evidently to be a duel a l'outrance.

Ard one of the combatants would
fall, killed, or perhaps mortally
wounded.

That the duel was to be a sorinus
one was evinced from the faet that
the combatants were set facing each
other, and not back to back, as is
commonly done in encounters when
The principals

Yet he | raised their pistols; the seconds took

{

h

stee] angers into Clothilde's face.

“Who iz that worsan, masquerading
ag my son, the prince?” she agked

Then, rising ta the occasion, Paul
stepped farward, doffing his hat with

his politest smile,

“It means, Madnm.™ he sald, “that
a cinematograph picture to he
taken in the Dois, and that one of the
chlet actors unfortunately adopted n
dress too slmilar to your son's”

“Ha!™ snorted King George inered-
ulously. “Where is vour eamern, sir™

“I left it in the cab,” replied Paul
deferentially.  “The cabman took it in
charge because 1 had forgotten my
money."”

was

Trained Cow This Girl's Pet,

Lyida Thompson of Spricgfieid
Mass., has an upusual pet, o Holsteln
cow three years old. It s tn
gay that very few other children In
the country, if an -, own such a favor-
Ite. Of course, her father has done
most of the tralning, but Lyda, being
skilled in the handling of animals, has
had her share in bringing about the
results

The little cow hag been named [ia-
pond, a name which is  explained
when you look at her forchead. Lyda
savs, "Shake hands, THamomd,” and a

i

right hoof {8 lifted into her hand.
Then the order is given for the other
hoof and the response is just a8
prompt,

-

“Now, Diamond, down!™ gays Lydia,
and down goes the Holstein on her
knees, She stays there as If it were
the easiest thing in the world for a
cumbersome creature like a cow to
remain in that position.

Diamond will at command ralse her
head until it is level with her master's
face when he is standing and kiss
him. She also permits Lyda to ride
her about the flelds, It 18 deuabtless
true, as Mr, Thompson says, that this
cow might have been tralped to do
things worthy of a circus performer
She seems to be willing to do any-
thing asked of her.

Deaths by Lightning.

Mast people imagine that the num
ber of persons Killed by  Hghtning
ench year is very great. This impres-
gion, aceording to the secretary of
the Rgyal Meteorological saciety, in
Knowledge, i& far from being correet,
Statistics show that during the ten-
years 19011910 the registrar-genernl
reported 124 fatal Instances of light
ning etroke in England and Wales
108 in men and 16 in women—a yearly
average of only 124 deaths, or 0.36
per milllon living. In the 20 years

18521880 there woere 546 such deaths.

Pennsylvania in Line.
Pennsylvania i the fifth state to
adopt seme form of pension for wid-
ows or deserted wives with dependent
children. The new law provides that

in each county that adopts the system |

the administration of the charity shall
he in the hands of a commission of
women, to be appointed by the gover-
nor.— Youth's Companion.

Honors of War.

“The surrender of Adrianople was
conducted with much chivalry on both
gldes.”

“go™

“¥eg: the vanquighed general of
fered to surrender his fountain pen,
but the vietor returned it to him with

a bow.”

n-:..|r| with Iih" THE BEGGAR GIRL'S MODESTY

Turkish Young Woman Refused to Un-

Face to Have P

ture Taken

“Alms for the Love of Allah!”

pennyy hroupht relnctant conse nu-
Hior it thal many beggars make
armall furtuns certalngly the numiber
of 1l ) b T 1 owomld bes] e (o
think t it deast an en It tir
be obitiined Iesres in T [rie
fure Tunu ciry nne A it i i ALK
T v witt vipt havitie (¥} il
‘Almis it the laave I Atlsd flune n
ome, with the b *or i 1
fow, aceormling to one's g nr
i harwises

CURTAIN DOWN ON ROMANCE
Asks Annulment of Marrlage to

Man Who Went Insane on
Honeymoon in 1903.

San Franeciseo- X tragic Anal chap:
ter has been wrilten to the romant e
vlopement  of ik lireeke yin
and Miss Adelaide Murphy, which
stirred soclial cireh i mapy c¢ities
ten years agn.  Mrea Brockenridee has

of

the

wnrilment
incurahle

Instituted

proceedingy
muarringe hecanse of
wnity of her husband
tek™ reekenridge
Calitorni families. is  watched by
kbepers in Parig.  His wife, after ar-
ranging with her attormey here for the
filing of annulment procecdings, left
recently for Philadeiphin

The marriage Hreckenrides 1o
“Sallie” Murphy, as known
by her (rlends, took the relatives and

fon of noted

she was

acquaintances of the couple by #uor-
prize. On the honeymont trip to Paris
the blight of insanity touched  the
mind of the young hushand and all
the efforts of the best physicians in
FEurope falled to enre him, For ten

years he has remained thers
Mrs. Dreckenridge recontly
the voung son of the marringe, Jolin

Breckenridge, Jr., 1o S8an Franciseo to

brought

be with his grandmether and with her
concurrencs the anoulment proceed
ings aro pow under way here and in
Parls

ALCOHOL MAKES MARE FIGHT

Seeking Cause of Racket in Barn,
Owner Expostulates and Cets
the Worst of It
Bremerton,  Wash —Willlam  Rra
ken, a Colby farmer, placed a quart
of aleohol intended for horse liniment
above a feed box in his barn.  Short-
ly after midnight Mr. Braken heard a

commaotion indieating that gomebody
wis pulling the harn When
he peered into the stall and gently in-
quired “What's the matter, Molly®”
that spirited animal kicked him

Mr. Braken returned with seantling
and slpped nto the stall, I'he firat
kick miesed Mr. Iraken's head., hat
knocked the ecantling ont  of  his
hapnds.  Then Molly kieked him  he-

hind the door and Kicked the door on
top of him

When Mrs. Hraken arrived and re-
moved the door Mr. Braken announced
that hie would eall the battle o draw
for the nizht

In the moraing it was learned that
Maolly's indiscretion duv to the
gpilling of the nleohol in the feed hox,
Agide from exhibiting some eagerness
to get to the pump, Molly's “morning
after” was uneventful,

CORK LEG CAUSES ARREST

WHR

Woman Says Husband Had Concealed
His Possession of Two
Artificial Limbs.

Portland, Ore—Misy Eva Zelmer
did not know P. Ix Chamberlain had
iost both legs when she married him
This 18 one of the reaseons given by
the voung woman for readily consent
ing to appear as a8 witness against the

man, who i8 charged with bigam:

In addition to the Portland wife he
admite he has wife child
Portland, Me.

a and in

It appears Chamberlain told Miss
Zelmer he had one cork leg but did
not say anything about the  other

| When she learned that both log Bre

artificial the first quarre! oceurred
Chamberlain was released on

eash bail. The money was

which Chamberlain had rajsed a few
days befors to get the release of Misa
Zelmer, who had been held In that

amount as a material witness.



