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CURRENT COMMENT. 

THE ravngos of small-pox and yellow 
"C'Zil- are -P°rted to 

MOMOOI.IAJIS are reported to be com-
Jnitting lawless raids In northern China. 
(Several temples have been burned. 

NEWS OF THE WEEK. 

Gleaned By Telegraph and Mall 

THB parliament ot Japan has been 
ulsjolved becanse it refused to act on 
measures for the benefit of the public. 

THE new Spanish tariff has been 
promulgated. It contains little not al
ready known. The government will 
no lopger recognize the favored nation 
clau'e. 

THE associated press correspondent 
»it Valparaiso, Chili, sends corroboration 
of tho reports of the participation of 
the police of that city in the Baltimore 
outrage. 

BOTH tho great English parties uro 
(straining every nerve to secure the seat 
in the house of commons vacated by 
Ijord Kartington on his elevation to the 
dukedom of Devonshire. 

IT has been roughly estimated that 
the amount of English capital which is 
invested in land in New Zealand, either 
by way of mortgage or by direct pro
prietorship, does not fall short of 840,-
009,000. 

WITHOUT any ceremony or formal 
opening the Immigration officials of 
New York city settled down on Ellis 
island in the harbor Now Year's day 
and the barge office is known to them 
no IT. ore. 

TIIK Imperial hotel, of Baltimore, 
formerly the St Clair hotel, which, 
run by Tommy Baylon, was the most 
noted resort for the theatrical people in 
the south, is now in the hands of the 
sheriff's bailiffs. 

THE sacred nuts of Japan are so called 
because they ore used in certain forms 
of worship, where they are placed on 
Ihe altar and burned with a hot, bluish 
name. The fumes are supposed to be 
acceptable to the gods. 

DURING the religious services in the 
v\ ormwood Scrubs prison in England 
thirty convicts sprang up at a signal 
and made a rush for the main door. 
Ihey were checked by the wardens 
ivith drawn revolvers and locked up. 

IfTE Canadian minister of customs 
liîu in flic ted a fine of fifty dollars upon 
a CXinaman at Victoria, B. C., for en
deavoring to defraud the department 
^.,7-ftMuü. anotherJndividual with 

PERSONAL AND POLITICAL. 
THE North German Gazette says that 

It learns from reliable sources that Dr. 
Von Holleben, at present German min
ister to Japan, will be transferred to 
Washington, where he will represent 
Germany inplaceof Count Arco Valley, 
who died some time ago. 

GEW. THOMAS ALLOOCK, invent-ir of 
the porous piaster, died at New York 
recently. He was bom in Birmingham, 
England, 77 yea» ago. 

THE congress of India met at Nagpur 
on the 29th. The addresses were 
couched in friendly terms of the Brit
ish government 

SENATOR WASHBURN denounces as a 
pure fabrication the interview pub
lished In the Boston Record that he 
said Mr. Blaine told him that he would 
accept the republican nomination for 
the presidency. 

THE New York court of appeals de
cided the senatorial election contests, 
giving the democrats two seats and the 
republicans one and declaring an 
elected republican ineligible. The sen
ate will ba 16 to 15. 

MB. GLADSTONE celebrated his 82d 
birthday at Biarritz on the 29th. 

THE terms of the reciprocity ar
rangement between the United States 
and the British West Indian colonies 
have been made public. 

GEN. GARCIA was murdered by his 
troops who afterwards fled into Texas 
to join Garza and the revolutionists. 
The situation was quite serious. 

Miss RACHEL SHERMAN, daughter of 
the late general, was married at Wash
ington on the 80th to Dr. Paul Thorn-
dike, of Boston. 

BISHOP JOHN LOUOHI.IN, of the Catho
lic church, died recently at Brooklyn. 
Flags of the city were displayed at 
half mast. 

BRITISH conservatives affect to be
lieve that the Dublin rastle explosion 
was the work of fenians. McCarthyites 
lay it to Parnellite adherents. 

SENATOR STEWART, of Nevada, has 
written to Senator Hill, of New York, 
asking him to define his exact position 
on the silver question. 

IT was reported from Santiago that 
Chili was ready to do her utmost to 
terminate peacefully the trouble with 
the United States. 

THE Rome Messagero, a political 
newspaper, states that Sig. Ferraris, 
minister of justice, has resigned, and 
that the Marquis Di Rudini, the prime 
minister, will fill the office ad interim. 
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GEORGE FREEMAN was found dead in a 
cotton patch near Denton, Tex. Deputy 
Sheriff J. W. Durbin had shot him by 
mistake. 

BOTEL &. SONS, fnrnltnre, the Savan
nah steam laundry and a dozen small 
bnlldings in Savannah, Ga., have been 
burned. The total loss is 960,000. 

AN explosion in Dublin castle caused 
great excitement in Great Britain and 
wild stories were set afloat. Later, 
however, it was found to be only a 
small affair, probably gas. 

DUN A. Co. report the prospecta for 
the year just opened good, especially 
in the west. The grain exports for six 
months are 5,000,000 bushels over the 
record. 

THE bnsiness failures of the past 
year were the largest on record as to 
numbers, but in amount involved did 
not exceed 1890. 

THE lnter-state commerce commis
sion has decided that the giving of in
ter-state passes to federal and state of
ficers and legislators is contrary to law. 

THE Hungarian town of Dorresma 
has of late been the scene of a serious 
agrarian riot A crowd of peasants 
who assembled in a church to publicly 
assert their demands were forcibly 
dislodged by troops, and several per
sons wounded. Troops still occupy the 
streets. 

FIRE in Mesquite, Tex., destroyed 
half of the business houses of the town. 

WILLIAM DONALD, while skating at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., broke through the 
ice. Walter Dolaa attempted to rescue 
him, and both boys were drowned. 

RALPH WARBEN,captain of the Prince
ton football team, who had been visit
ing in Washington, disappeared the 
other day, but returned to his home in 
New York later in a daze. Injuries in 
the last game probably affected his 
mind. 

EASTERN building elevator men deny 
that a trust is being formed. 

THE United States steamship Alba
tross, which has been engaged survey
ing a route for a submarine cable be
tween the United States and the 
Sandwich islands, has returned from 
Honolulu. 

THE great barrel works of the Stand
ard Oil Co. at Constable Hook, N. J., 
were burned. Loss, $500,000. 

A GALE from the northwest, travel 
iug at the rate of fifty miles an hour, 
struck Milwaukee on the night of the 
1st and did great damage to the ship
ping along the docks. George P. Zeld-
ler, a cigar manufacturer, while walk
ing along North Water street was 
struck by a big water tank and instant
ly killed. 

NON-UNION men en route to Texas 
fron) Indiana to take the places of the 
Aransas Pass railroad strikers were 
mobbed at Little Rock, Ark., and their 
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MORE FRIENDLY. 

Ohl!» Apparently Willing to Settle At) 
Trouble With Ihta Country Amicably. 
LONDON, Jan. 2.—The Santiago de 

Chili correspondent of the Times affirms 
on what he declares to be the highest 
authority that Chili would not feel hu
miliated in helping in the utmost of her 
power to terminate peacefully and in 
manner honorable to both herself and 
the United States the conflict which but 
for the lengthy and secret form of 
criminal procedure followed in Chili, 
which has allowed of constant false re
ports hostile to a good understanding 
to be propagated abroad, would never 
have attained such exaggerated pro
portions. The correspondent says it is 
evident that there are firebrands who 
are anxious for the inauguration of a 
war which would be disastrous to the 
best interests of both countries con
cerned. 

CHILI'S OFFICIAL STATEMENT. 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 2.—Senor Montt 

the Chilian minister, in an interview 
with Secretary Blaine laid before him 
the following translation of a telegram 
from Mr. Matta, the minister of foreign 
affairs, bearing on the "inquiry into the 
trouble in the city of Valparaiso be
tween the Chilians and the sailors from 
the United States steamship Baltimore: 
Minister of Chill, Washington: 

SANTIAGO DX CHILI, Dec. 13.—From the 
summary ot proceedings tt appears that the 
struggle commenced between two sailors In 
a tavern at the Ward Arrayan, th t It was 
continued In the street with the accession ot 
numbers of inhabitants and trim.ient par
ties from the streets call d Del Clave, San 
Francisco and Alamos The disorder co >-
tinned and extended to the streets Del 
Arsenal and San Martin, where the poli e 
force succee led In restoring order. All 
thi North Americans excopt two state that 
the police did their duty, and trom the vol
uminous proceeding! it appears that the 
court has done and is doing its duty. When
ever the prosecuting attorney renders his 
opinion and the time for producing evidence 
shall have expired, sentence will be giv
en and establishing who and how many 
are the guilty parties, who may only be 
presumed at preient. "Whoever they may 
be they will be punished. The legal pro
ceedings are being actively carried forward 
to their proper termination. 

MATTA. 
The minister, when asked for an 

opinion respecting the statements made 
in the telegram, called special atten
tion to the statement that all the North 
Americans excepting two had said that 
the police did their duty. He regarded 
this as favorable to the Chilian side of 
the controversy. 

It is noted that the Chilian minister 
of foreign affairs promises that when 
the dne process of law, according to 
Chilian jurisprudence, be observed, 
those found guilty will be punished, 
and says that these jndicial proceed
ings are being carried forward actively. 
This, in connection with the state
ment that the police did their duty, 
is significant as showing that the 
Chilian government does not wish 
that the action of individuals belonging 
ffyjW »hall be confounded with the 

those connected with the 
C official station. 
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NO PASSES. 

The Tnter-State CoinmtMlon ftcc'd«-# 
Against Passes—"Gentlemen Eminent In 
tho ^nblle Hervlre" Mint Pay Their Fare 
or wfck Jnst Like Other People. 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 2.—The interstate 

commerce commission Thursday an
nounced its decision in the railroad pass 
case. 

The Boston A Maine Railroad Co., 
in Its answer, stated that it was 
ia the habit of giving passes as a busi
ness feature of its administration to 
numerous classes of persons, whieh is 
specified in the answer as follow*: Sick, 
necessitous or indigent persons, all 
cases of dharity strictly; gentlemen 
like Hon. James N. Bradbury, 
long eminent in the publie 
service; proprietors of sommer 
hotels ami large boarding houses, con
formably to a practice which had long 
existed among the railroads of New 
England; wives of employes and other 
immediate members of employe's fam
ilies; all agents of ice companies and 
all milk contractors doing business on 
the line of the Boston <& Maine railroad 
or any part thereof extending between 
any two states, said agents and eon-
tractors traveling on the lines in the 
conduct of their business; the higher 
officers of the state in the state of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Massachusetts and certain prominent 
officers of the United States, 
like collectors of custom; railroad 
commissioners of each of the states of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Massachusetts; members of the rail
road committee for the time being of 
the legislature of each of the states ot 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Massachusetts; persons who are 
trustees under mortgages on the prop
erly of the corporation and who are 
entitled to Inspect its property by vir
tue of the deed or indenture constitut
ing them trustees; persons whose good 
will was important to the corporation. 

This concession imposed upon the 
commission the duty of giving con
struction to the act to regulate com
merce in respect to the right of a rail
way company to give inter-state passes 
to such classes of persons. The com
mission met the question squarely and 
in an opinion discussed the statute and 
cited authorities at somolength and con
cluded that branch of the case in these 
words: "Without further citation of au
thority the construction we give to sec
tion 2 of the act to regulate commerce 
that where the service of the carrier 
subject to the act is 'like and contem
poraneous' for different passengers-the 
charge to one of a greater or less com
pensation than to another constituted 
unjust discrimination and is unlawful, 
unless the charge of such greater or 
lesser compensation is allowed under 
the exceptions provided in section 33; 
and that where the tariff Is *under sub
stantially similar circumstances and 
conditions' in other respects it Is 
not rendered dissimilar - within the 
meaning of the statute by 
the fact that snch passengers 
hold unlike or, as sometimes termed, 
si .i - • «»-!al, social or business po-
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THE NATION'S BURDEN. 

Qrawth ot «Ii» RoMwr Itlo* Coder 

The i 
to the department of the interior ia the 
pension bnreati which expends nearly 
half the revenues of the govern ment, 
and for three years has beep the cause 
of vexation to the administration and 
discredit to tbe people. Its importance 
justified the'expectation that in his an
nual report the secretary of tbe interior 
would discuss its affairs with groat 
frankness and thoroughness. The re
port disappointa that expectation, for 
ont of a volume of 170 pages barely 
ten are devoted to the p^nnion depart
ment and these are so colorless that 
conclusions from them can be extracted 
only by the aid of other reports. 

The one simple fact, however, that 
st ands out above aH others, is the state
ment that $145,000,000 will be required 
to pay pensions during the next fiscal 
year, and that thereafter an annual ap
propriation of $180,000,000 will be re
quired for several years, until death 
shall reduce these drafts on the treas
ury. The secretary's report is the full
est confirmation of the fears expressed 
by the democratic newspapers and 
democratic congressmen that the pau
per pension bill, as the republican Buf
falo Express aptly termed it, would in
volve the country in an outlay of 
$150,000,000 for pensions annually. The 
secretary of the interior is evidently 
afraid of the consequences of his own 
confession, for we notice that in the 
neat and convenient summary be has 
caused to be prepared for the press this 
most important fact in the entire report 
has been omitted. Of conrse, it cannot 
be suppressed. 

The unchecked growth of pension 
appropriations cannot much longer be 
tolerated unless the people are pre
pared to mortgage tbe country which 
was saved to the pensioners. Just 
after the close of tbe war in 1896 tbe 
pension appropriations amounted to 
$15,600,000. In 1876, ten years later, 
they amounted to $38,000.000; in 1886 
they had risen to $63,000,000; in 1888 
they had mounted again to $80,000.000, 
and three years from that time the de
partment estimates require double that 
enormous amount. The amount we 
are asked to spend on pensions is to be 
more next year, according to Secretary 
Noble's report, tban the entire cost of 
government for any two years before 
the war. The appropriation asked for 
is nearly half the expense of maintain
ing in the field during the trying year 
of 1862 all the union armies. And ac
cording to the report, furthermore, the 
facts contradict the hopes expressed by 
the secretary. There are already over 
600,000 pensioners, and 500,000 others are 
waiting to have their claims passed 
upon, while 400,000 of those who al
ready draw pensions are seeking in
creases. 

Tbe patent truth is that, as now ad
ministered, the pension system is the 
opportunity for claim agents to debase 
patriotism by calling upon every man 
who served in the war, if only for a 
few days, to make a demand on the 
treasury for a gratuity. The secre
tary's estimate .'ought not to surprise 
the American people. President Cleve-
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A SCANDALOUS ACT. 

Tha Appointment ot »'»publfeaa 
boater to the CtMnot. 

Mr. Harrison's nomination of 
Elkins for secretary of war is » pnbli« 
scandal, and if there had been sense 
of decency enoufjh in the republlcau 
party to control the seaate the nomi
nation would have been rejected. It 
is often argued that a president ia en
titled to seleet his cabinet member» 
regardless of their character, M they 
are his "confidential advisers" and 
really his private secretaries. But 
they are also heads of departments, 
and they should not IK exempt from 
tests of fitness which apply to others 
ia the department ser*tee. Tim noto
rious unfitness of » cabinet officer 
nominated by the president oiiflfht to 
insnre the reiectkra of MM nomination, 
regardless of the olterter and private 
purposes the president acy have had in 
the premises. When a mndalous nom
ination is made to the senate it is the 
senate's duty to reject it 

No one in the senate can conscien
tiously deny that the nomination ot 
Elkins is scandalous. Be is one ot 
the most desperate adventurers in 
the country. No other man in tbe 
country combines to thoroughly 
the attributes of tha political and 
financial freebooter. His . connec
tion with the land rings and land 
grabs of New Mexico is notorious. 
He has operated in politics as a means 
of promoting the most doubtful enter
prises that originate in Wall street. 
His underhanded connection with the 
sealskin monopoly la in. itself sufficient 
cause for his rejection, but it ia only a 
single ifsm in a long account H« 
stands with Quay, Dudley and Wans-
maker for all that is worst in republic
an politics. It is not merely that he is an 
offensive partisan, but It is notoriously 
true that he is more a freebooter tha« 
a partisan. A mosjielwnelful nomitiw 
tion could not have boen made. He 
ought by all means to Be rejected.—Sfc. 
Louis Republic. 

PARAGRAPHIC POINTERS. 

With Steve Klkins in the cabinet, 
all that will be needed to make it an 
artistic whole are places for Quay and 
Dudley.—St Louis Eepeblic. 

—-—If there is any eland upon the ad
ministration of Presidaet Harrison, the 
management of the navy department 
gives it a silver lining. — Brooklyn 
Eagle. 

Stove Elkins' appointment should 
lead W, W. Dudley to think that he 
will again be reeogniied at the white 
hodse. Dorsey, Elkins, Dudley, Johnny 
Davenport ought all to be in it now.— 
Minneapolis Times. 

-S—Mr. Harrison lifts into the cabi
net. an adventurer who has exploited 
the political field for the profit there is 
in it, and whose only recommendation 
is the wealth he has gained by hi» 
practices —Buff al» Enquirer. 
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