them in his coat.
what he said—| “My dad's in town. I have to meet
ooght and spoke | him atsix, so I called for the ring.”
: b is the eruelest | Fe seized Elsa's busy little hand.
~4o have expensive tastes | Why, what have you done with it?"
o gratify them.” Elsa hesitated, glanced round, and
. ' méthing that can be con- | looked rather alarmed. “I—Imust have
jered,”” sald Johy 3 “there's | left it upstairs,” she sald, doubtfully.
ways & second best, you know." John was growing impatient, when she
. 1 only realiz: it—but | returned with the ring in her hand.
despondently. | “I have found it," she said, “but you
nd here is a case in point: Mrs. | will be very cross with me. The stone
nder gave me an awful brooch on my | is not quite secure. Tmust have loosened
" jewels mounted in |it when I cleaned it. Don't wear it till
) I never give n mean pr t,' | the di d is fastened in tightly; but
whid, anyone wonld take this | you needn't trouble to take it toa jews
%10 be worth at Jeast £40. I thenked |cler. You ean pinch it with some of
Ber, but I have never had the courage | those horrid little forceps.”
g »mg—ﬁdlnly Dbeen able to see | “Why, Elsa, you look as white sa n

to
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Swfth it raid John, ns he took the ring from
" “She mennt well” said John, softly, | ber shaking hand. Elsa put ber arms
" 0, John, ahe ought not to huve had | around his neck and laid her face on
“yne s well edueated—wé bave not o |his shoulder. He could feel the rapid

person in the world T expecte

here! T hoped ‘to be in time for'
sonata, but T see T have just misked
He did not hear o word of the
tut followed—he was wond

me nbout not writing to Mrs.
Tiave you ween her lately 2"

“Yes, I saw her last week," he an:
swered, hurriedly, “and she told m
something you have a right to know."™
Elra held up her little gloved hand|
with o deprecating gesture.
“Oh, please—please—nothing about
1 suppose
it has turned up somewhere. T meani
- to save up and séhd you another, bul
th her eyes 1 should have been de- | sheet! I'm not a bit vexed about it,” | afterwards I thought it would be bet
ter to forget it all”
“And me? Well, perhaps you are
right,” said John, slowly.
“I am not always right,” said Elsa,
melancholy

say to this strange, cold, but &

fascinating Elsa. She turned to him nf
the Interval and said:
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ting Is too much for you.” | smiling, “it is not worth the roses in

frankly, smiling on his
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lithograph | president could not go — 80 that she

is not that; besides I huya'the | your cheela.”
'.i’" and T'm better away
home. Then I must have some CHAPTER IL

X 1 etin't come toMre. | One afternoon in early summer, three
aa I do—and 1| years iater, John stood at the window

of that? Awnd, Elsa,
searched for you for three years to try
and undo what ¥ sald in & moment of

dear,

d Can't you forgive me

oan, and try to | of his trim, prof I-looking house,
! Tam so tired of | and looked out on the green garden

4 much as
things last, but O
: of the square in which the trees nodded

I have

Elsa’s manner batled him, but when
she wpoke her voice was low and

L or something grotesque, the whole
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o Elss rose, slowly drawing her |wait s minute she panted, “Ihad to
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.| place was searched, and among other
stolen things » diamond was found.
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had taken it, but was too frightened to

.d.wnl;‘hgl: ofter it for sale, and was walting for
most irei- | her busband—a well-known thief—to
have had a | come out of prlno:‘ nndhpt rll’d of it lt:r
‘home; .| her. It appears that when she came to
urned “'iﬂ'“::::o!‘:: measure 15.— the chintz-covers for Elsa's
s and sympathy, she cherished |bedroom (dear, dear, how the poor girl
Flsa's beauty and nice | went on about them!) she saw the ring
attributed to her |on the dressing-table, and, turning it

igirl's training. |about while I was out of the room for

ot of hypocrisy |a minute, the diamond fell out on the

to oliim lux- | floor. She had just time to drop the set-

of praise, and, us

plana for
“Please don't speak of them, they
were childish. The perfeot love aml
trust we spoke of o gliblywere myths
1to you."

ut I shall always be gra
“1 don't understand. You talk

riddles, Why should y@ be grateful
(o me?"
“You told me once tht there is al-

mysell where no onshould find me,
Mr. Scarpley was %o hd that, in an.
swer to his inquiries, ¥as tempted to
(&1 him the whole stof” Elsa 4
aud stared at the emyg platform for a

moment, <
“1f 1 had only kna!"™ murmured
John, frowning. *Twt there, but he
would give me no elev
“He is the best andarest of men,”
returned Elss, warm T mode him
promige. And thougle had only my
word, he belioved ine, ux

loved me. Desolate, irt-brok
friendless as 1 was, hifered me the
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queened it
made thousany,

their very namea
not an old-timer,
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actually startled .uddg"
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bad everything theif,own
are women who actunlly
“er the whole country—
and drank champagne
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“e forgotten! I am
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to come
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being regarded as strictly fnformals
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other is 80 great that it is seldom ox
uever risked,
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r birthday present—
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was tangled in an old vell—I'm sure
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