system.  Whoever first
pplying the endless chain
o ‘comimerce was shrewd beyond the
‘¢ommon, for there is nothing that so
als to the avernge woman as the
seductive rustle of a silk netticont,
|80 mow the'land is full of women try-
[ wsilk petticoat fora quarter
of u dollar,
Mrs. Wilkins fell o willing victim
. to the gcheme when Mrs, Daniels
. eame up from the floor below armed
| ‘vith & coupon book and many argu-
ments.

| “It's jukt as simple as daylight,”
{Mrs. Daniels announced. “Y bought
any coupon of my cousin Agnes Cald-
well, who lives in Amesbury, Mass.
{And just to think of getting a silk
skirt for a quarter! Isn’tit fine®”

| Mrs. Wilkine said that it was, and
jesked to have the scheme explained
%0 her. “I'm not very good at fig-
mres,” she snid, “so you must explain
it all to me 50 Tcan tell it to other peo-

le.”

“Well, it’s this way,” Mrs, Daniels
said. “I bought a coupon of my
cousin for 25 cents and then I send
my coupon in to the man that mekes
the skirts with $1.25; then he sends
me & whole book: of coupons—iive of
g‘lﬂm—ud then I sell them to five

erent , anid then they each
pead in and then they each get

’

LTI coupon book with five coupons in

#t.-wmam o five
othiér peopls, -n‘éthon'm’gopﬁ
send in $1.25 apiece and then they
vaeh get 4 coupon book; and then each
of them sells five conpons sng—"
Mrs. Wilking put her hand to her
ead. “Don't tell me any more just
ow,” she said. #It makes me kinda
o
“Why, it’s just as simple a4 any-
thing.” Mrs, Daniels answered, “and
Jou ”get & ten-dollur kirt for a quar-
tor!
| “But 'm afraid we'll cheaf the man
that makes ’em,” Mrs. Wilkins said
tly. “I don’t see how he can af-
rd tomakeskirts for 25 conts.”
| Mrs. Daniels took o piece of paper
and & pencil to conyinoe her friend
the silk petticont man wasnot o
nthropist, bub. was making
ey, ﬁdhd.m ‘g}:z lained the
Tint in all kar confusion of mind she
ung to the one fact that she would
it & beautifnl silk skirt for 25 cents.
conld not withstand this alluring
, 80 after Mrs. Daniels had ex-
: foher forthe tenth
Yeeth a quarter and
& conpon.” T guess I can get
Aow,” ehe said, hopefully, when
rs. D cautioned her for the
it time not to delay in writing for

eoupon book.
| She was anxious to tell Mr, Wilkins
‘the plan, and all day she went

| F‘ d the flat saying to herselt: “1

buy & and then I sell five for
25 apiece and then they buy five
oks and then I'send in to the man
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Wilkins,” he said, gallantly. He paid
over his $1.25. Mre. Wilking gave
him & coupon, and made a long if not
Iucid explanation of the endless chain
system. “I do hope you'll like your
ekirt, Mr. Quirk,” she said, as she
turned to leave. Ha looked after her,
his eyes filmy with his attempt to un-
derstand. “If I send in for & coupon
book and send $1.25 and then sell
five coupons for a quarter and get five
other peaple to buy coupon books for
a quarter, then T get & beautiful silk
skirt for & quarter,” he murmured,
brokenly. “Well, T will be dogoned
if I see how I'll do it without landin’
me in the detention bospital!”

Mrs. Wilkins went home much ex-
hilarated by the success of the morn-
ing. She felt of the $2.50 snugly laid
awny in her pocketbook nnd smiled to
herself. “I believe I'll just ask all
men,” she said, “for probubly nobody
else will think of it, and they'll be
glad to get the skirts for their women
relatives.”

The next afternoon ske went to her
dentist to have a toath filled, She
sold e 'coupon to him and received his
#1.25—Mrs. Wilkins did her business
on a strictly cash basis. She ex-
plained how he could get the petti-
cont. “It's very simple,” she said.

The dentist shuffled about uneasily
and said: “Yes He was a timid
man, and he was afraid that Mrs, Wil-
kins would think him a stupid one if
he asked her to explsin ber explana-
tion. He hoped, too, that he would
get light on the subject of how he
was to obtain the skirt for 95 cents
when he had time tostudy the coupon
in his possession.

Mrs. Wilkins disposed of her last

{two coupons by a brilliant stroke of
diplomacy. Herbert Candee and L.
Murphy Sanger are both in love with
hier tonkin Josephine, who lives over
on Culifornis avenue. It chanced
that on the evening Mrs. Wilkinz went
over to interest her cousin in the
silk petticont scheme the two young
men were glaring at each other in the
front parlor while they waited for
Josephine to come in. Mrs. Wilkina
approacbed Candee first about buy-
ing a coupon. He, of course, was
anxious to ingratiate himself with his
adored one’s family, so he promptly
banded over $1.25 and received hix
coupon, L. Murphy Sanger was not
to be outdone by a rival, o he begged
the privilege of buying Mrs. Wilkins'
lnst coupen. She explained to them
the system and the two young men
listened with smiles which they
meant to be intelligent. “Now, be
gure Lo write at once for your coupon
books,™ she said, at parting.

The next morning she told Mrs,
Daniels that she expected her silk pet-
ticoat within the week, as she had
sold all her coupons to reliable par
ties, But the week went by and the
next without result. Then Mrs, Wil-
king grew impatient, and wrote to
the man who held one end of the end-
léss chain. He replied that three of
her coupon buyers had not sent in
for new books, 8o Mrs. Wilkins made
around of her victims and discov-
ered that the groeer, the butcher and
L. Murphy Sanger had neglected this
important part of the deal. “You'll
pever get those petticoats of yours

.| for & quarter if you don’t send in,”

she said, reproachfully, “and I won’t,
elther.”

She superintended the writing of
the three letters, The grocer and the

. | buteher felt that it was better to

thtow another $1.25 after the first
ones rather than lose a good paying
customer, and L. Murphy Sanger
¢ his money that he might not lag
hind his loathed rival.

In's few days more she received s
bright red silk peiticoat. She showed
it to Mr. Wilkins, and told him of her
wondérful dconamy. “Only cost mé

‘quarter!” she s2id, prondly. Then
she stopped short, and a great light
came into herface. “Why,I've made

er JHEEeiE

gid!

stairs, and
Mr, Wilkins listened to her explana-
tion of the beauties of the endless
chain. He discovered that Mrs. Wil-
kins had been charging ber victims
$1.25, when she shounld have
charged but 25 cents. She was re-
duced almost to tears when she
learned this, and Mr. Wilkins said he
must start out on the next Sunday
and réturn her ill-gotten gains, “And
I was o proud,” she mid, “because T
was sure that if they sent in for a
coupon book and paid $1.25 and then
sold their coupons to five people and
then those five people—"

“Don’t wenken your mind sny more
with that rigmarale,” Mr. Wilkins
said, sternly, “T'll start out on Sun-
day and I'm going to give $2.50 to
each one of these men, for you let
them in for it. The next time you try
any ‘con’ games—"

“It wasn't a ‘con’ game,” Mrs. Wil-
kins replied, “for they all get per-
fectly lovely silk skirts if they only
sell their coupons, but you make me
feel just like those folks that send
money to the government because
they stole a long time ago, when it was
only that I got mixed up aliitle, You
can tell them—"

“I won't tell them anything,” Mr.
Wilkins said, as he started out on his
errand of restitution. The victims all
laughed when he explained that Mrs,
Wilkins was rather weak in mathe-

|maties and hed made n mistake and

overcharged, them for coupons. The
butcher zaid that it was & great relief
to him to hedr this, because he had
been lying uwake of nights to figure
how he was going to get his silk pel-
ticoat for 20 cents.

“Now,” said Mr. Wilkins, when he
returned home, “your silk skirt has
cost you $12.75, not to speak of the
time and labor in explsining ybur
method, and it's lucky thit you
weren't arrested for selling coupons
on false pretenses.” y

“Well, if men weren't always o
stupid,” replied Mrs. Wilkins,
“they’d have understood that I was
making & mistake and told me about
it. Then they could have gotten per-
fectly lovely silk skirts for a quarter.
If they hadn't been unusually dumb
—all of them—they’d have under-
stood that I meant s quarter when I
anid $1.25."—Chicago Chronicle.

A SUGAR BARREL.

Fun for Boys in the Vicinity of & Coun-
try Store.

“A sugar barrel, boya!” Whata
scampering that announcement used
to ecause among the boys in the vicin-
ity of the country store, a few years
sgo, when much soft brown sugar
was used. The emptied hogsheads,
with a lucious coat of sweetness ad-
hering to the rough staves, were cast
out in the back yard, much to the
boys' delight. John B. Grozier, who
spent his youth in Cunada, recalls
these “sugar-barrel” scenes from his
own experience.

One of the boys was always on the
watch us informal seont, to give no-
tice to the rest of anything interest-
ing and available in the way of fun,
The empty sugar hogshead nsed to
appear with considerable regularity.
The scout would see it, and after &
liberal taste himself, would rush to
the mill-pond, where he would prob-
ably find the rest of us bathing.

“A sugar barrel, boys!” was his
greeting. It was enough, Putting
on half of our clothes as we wend,
we would dash off after our guide, like
e scattered train of camp-followers,

It must have been comioal to see s
dozer urchins straggling along, pick-
ing their way barnfooted over the
rocks and rough ground; struggling
to put on a ragged vest ora coat, while
muintaining a gort of Indian jog-trot
for fear of losing a share in the fonst,

Then, lo, the hogshead; ynd into it
the first comers rushed pell-mell
Those who came after contented
themselyes with hoping there would
be enough for all; or possibly they
obtained s morsel or two by clever

reaching from (he outside—Xeuth’s
Companion. _ .

-

Tit-Bits,

A Cold Snap.—“I haven't had s
bite for three days,” said the hungry
tramp. “Poor man,” remarked the
kind- old woman; “I haven't
any dog to set on you, but if you stay
out long enough perhaps you will get
hod-bim.”—l’ﬁhdel'phh Record,

How He Carried the Baby—“My
husband bus & great advantage over
most men.” “Indeed?” “Yeo. He
walks in his gleep.” “T don't see
what advantage that can be to s per-
son.” “Why, he ean carry the baby
all night long, and still get hisnatural
rest.”—Buffalo Express.

Jones (after listening to Smith’s
account of what his baby, could do),
said: “Oh, that’s nothing; my little
Eleanor can speak French and Ger-
man as well as she speaks English.”
Shith—“How old is your little Elean-
or?” Jones—“Six months.” Smith
—“Qood day."—Buffalo News,

A SNOB WELL SNUBBED.

Prussian Officors Avenge Slight Offored
Ouoe of Their Number.

Mr. B. Fletoher Robinson, writing
on “The Guards of Burope,” tells the
following story illustrating the esprit
de ling smong the officers
of the nguarde.

A rich banker, who had bought his
title of “von” by some means or oth-
er, mansged to squeeze his son into a
regiment of the guards. Once sdmit-
ted he was, of course, treated by the
other officerd as one of themeelves.
One day the banker gave a splendid
dinmner, to which he invited, through
his son, all the officers of the regi-
ment, save one, s very nice fellow,
who, however, was no% noble, having
no aristocratic “von’ prefixed to his
nzme, All secepted the invitation,
perfectly unconscious that one of
their number had been so badly treat-
ed. When, however, they took their
seats at the table, the absence of their
comrade was immediately noticed.
Someone remarked the fact to the
host, whosaid, in a lond voice: “Ah;
you see, we are going to be entre nous
to-night, & really select party, you
know.”

“Then we must not disturb you,”
said the senior officer present, rising
from his chair, and one after another
the guardsmen solemnly filed out, of
the room, thus amply avenging the
slight to which an officer of their regi-
ment had been subjected —London
Tit-Bits.

RELIC IN A FRENCH ABBEY.

Bandsge with Which Christ Is Sald to
Have Boen Blindfoidod

The liftle ehapel of St, Julian, at
Lunegarde, Francs, i said to contain
the bandages with which Christ was
blindfolded by the Romsn soldiers,
The relic looks like & linen pocket
handkerchief folded, and it is stained
all over. The church is not a wealthy
one, but the relie is incased in a beau-
tiful shrine of pure gold, exhibiting
the most exquisite workmanship of
the middle ages.

The church stif tréasures the doc-
ament by which Charlemagne trans-
ferred the relic to Si. Namphasus at
the time when he gave him {ands and
money to found the abbey of Mar-
cillas, There the relic was first set
up in & shrine to become st once an
object of pilgrimsge and great ven-
eration.

The handage is of Egyptian linen,
and of fine texture, In Charlemagne’s
letter it is called “endsrinm,” which
moafis handkerchief, and it is further
snid that it belonged to one of the
soldiers or servants who lont it to eov-
er Christ’s faee during the mockery
which followed when Jesus was deliv-
ered to themuio be scanrged and ernei-
fied —Louisville Courier-Journsl.

important poink.

If you wish to make & perfect sav-
age of the mildest man in existence,
says this physiologist, feed himexclu-
sively on beef. Inabout two months
he would have become ¢nergetic and
foollinrdy to a degree; affer three
months, in most cases, that man
would have beeome as untamenble as
awild bull, and it would be dangerous
to go near him.

It is well known that indigestion
is likely to wait upon him who has an
appetite for pork, and this may sérve
to explain the statement of the physi-
ologist in question that sn exclusive
diet of pork will lead to meJancholy
snd saicide. Xven the most refined
person would become coarse after a
few weeks dieting on pork, and the
man who finds in the ordinary way
the greatest amount of happiness in
life would, under the inflnence of
pork, speedily wish to shuffle off this
naortal coil, J

A lamb is usually regarded as the
symbol of innocence, but it alsois an
emblem of stupidity, and similar in
this respeet will the person become
who confines himself to the flesh of
the lnmb for food—no gréea pens'al-
lowed. Dull-witted and unhappy also
will be the condition of the brightest
individual who faeds continuously
on the festive “baa.”’

Veal tends to make the muscles
flaceid and the intellect wesk; sol
diers, who have need of courage, and
athletes, who require strength, shounld
eat sparingly of this viand.

The young lady who wishes to ob-
tain a very beautiful, soft and white
skin should subsist constantly on
milk and eggs; and the individual,
whether male or female, who desires
to brighten the intellecs and preserve
it fresh and vigorousshouldeat la
ly of eggs Butter has the effect of
making us eleek, pacific and laxy, if
taken in quantities daily; the person
who thus indulges in this oleaginous
aliment will 50 soon become fatigued
that he will be unfit for any kind of
work or exercise,

Strong cheese is recommended in
moderation; it is suitable to those who
suffer from “nerves,” for it acts as a
sedative. But if eaten to excess its
effects resemble those of pork.

It is a matter of common beliet
that mustard, taken internally, is a
preventive of rheumatism. Our
physiologist does not, unfortunately,
touch on this point, but he tells wy
something else in connection with
this condiment which is of great im-
portance, namely, that mustard and
memory go tdgether. H you wish to
have a good memory and to preserve
it unimpaired as long as you live, you
must eat plenty of mustard.

The proportion of fruit which may
beeaten varies with the temperament;
many people might subsist on a diet
of which one-half was fruit.—N. Y,
Journal.

The Soldier's Shos

The shoe of the soldier must be
broad of sole, ensy on the foot and
stoutly made; for its wearer covers
many weary miles of ground and
spends a large part of his time on his
feet.

A Precaution.

When you jump to a conclusion be
careful to land on both feet.—Chi-
eago Democrat,

A Test of Friendshiy.

Friendship never amounta to much
where people don't appreciate each

other's jokes—Chicago

years, The latest value dete ed for
it is 360 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes,
46,045 seconds, or 365.2421096 days.

It is easy to see that the mean T

dny is not contained in the tropical

year an exact number of times, but so-

ciely cannot take sccount of & frae-

tion of a day to fill out every year,
and this fact, together with the fact
that the units are not commensurate,
constitute the reason for leap years;
365 mean solar days are too swall and

866 too longto fill exactlyths tropical

year. The problem then is to
year of mesn or avernge len;

that the ealendsr had fallen intosueh

error that the civil year differed from
the true equinox three months, Oae-
sur decreed that after three successive
years of 865 days the fourth year
should consist of 866 days, Ha
changed the beginning of the year
from the winter solstice to January
1. He ordained that the odd months
should have 81 daysand the even 30,
except February, which was to have
29, and in leap year 80, But when
Augustus came to the throne he des
sired that his month, August, should

e | have ps many duys us July, so one day

was taken from February and given to
August.
Easter Sunday, according to the

council of Nice, must be the Sundny

following the fourteenth day of the
Paschal moon, the moon whose four-
teenth day falls on or follows the
21st of March, the vernal equinox.
Pope Gregory, in order to reconcile
the church and civil year, ordered ten
days to be stricken outof the calendar
in October, 1582, and be omitted the
intercalation in centennial years un-
less divided by 400, The annual error
of the Gregorian calendar is still 25.92
seconds, amonnting to a whole day in
4,328 years.

The Gregorian ealendar was not
edopted in England until 1758, the
error of the Julian calendar then
umounting to 11 days, The act of
parliament decreed that the day fol-
lowing September 2, 1752, should be
sounted the 14th of September, and
at the same time the beginning of the
year was changed from March 25 to
January 1, thus shortening the year
1751 nearly three months, ' In many
places the populace objected strenus
ously, and riots occurred, in which
they shouted: “Give us back our
fortnight!”—8t, Louis Globe-Demos
crat.

Woman and Opportusnity.

“Woman isan apportunity,” ssys

» misguided lecturer. Everybody
knows that when an opy

urises it goes without hanging around

in the hall for half an hour saying:

good-by.—Chicego Daily News.
A Stove in Your Shoa

A Nuremberg merchent hag
ed a rew kind of boot, with
ratus in the heel by mesns of w!

the whole boot can be warmed.




