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RAPHER
SECURED A SCOOP
By Robort F. Ross.

T IS not my purposs to name the
stenographer who performed the
act, but to & stenographer is due the
eredit, if oredit 1€ may be termed, of
obtuining n “scoop" of the platform at
he national convention of the popu-
t party, which convened in St. Louis
In 1896, How I became poasessed.of
the facts makes no particular differ-
ence, 6o far as this story is conoerned,
but that it is true is within my knowl-
edge,

This particular shorthand writer,
who, for convenience, we will call Mr.
Forest, was in the employ of one of
the two great press associations then
in existence. He wasoulled to®t. Louly
by wire, and on his arcival at the bead®
quarters of that news nssociation was
taken aside by the man io churge, who
sald to him:

“Forest, I have called you here, not
so ‘mueh to work on the'convention
ituelf ax for another resson. I know

* you desire to make a reputation for
yoursel! fn the newspaper world, and
that you have a good deal of hustls and

you, , I want a ‘wcoop™ ot

Intform, and ‘that i¥ your ab-
t. Use your own judgment in

~ signmen
) | the matter of getting it, but getit.”

To the uninitinted, it may be well'to
' expinin fhat a “scoop” or a “beat," or
an: Yexslusive,” consists of seouring »

/+ piece of news in advance of competl-

tors, and many reporters on metropol-
itan papers owe their continued em-
ployment to the fact that at some time
or other, durlog their career. They
have been sucovssful in securing for
. those papers an important “seoop.” It
© may also be well to explain that when
it comes to landing that precious thing,
the rule that “all is fair in love and
war™ Is extended to embrace “and in
obtaining -exclusive news."
So that was not o partioularly cheers
ful assignment. The shorthand man
that there were about 100
tralned newspaper men in St. Louis,

W . whose business it was to get the news,

B

e

~ all bent on the errand of procuring ex-
© news, and that the greatest
A to obtain in advance at a national
'E;-l convention was the platform.

" He also knew that even though he
“ahould be lucky enough to hide himself
in the room in which the resolutions
committes met, the chances were one

. hundred to one sgainat his securing a
‘position in which he could write short-
hand, and while the rather vulgar term
was not then a part of the

; ,‘ slang voesbulary, he foresaw that in

ol

~ ghe event he should endeavor to get in
by strategy, the newspaper
knowing him, would imme-
1 apprise the mombers of the
cummittes of hix business and fall his

"m But he had been given the ns-
B

{ nt, and this fa the manner in
wehioh ke went about the filllng of 1tz
The ¢halrman of the resclutions

" committee was ex-Gov. Weaver, of

who four years before was the
tial nominee of that party, and

Milwaukee. The latter the shorthand
‘man had met some years before, but
nob when be wos identified with any
nes r or press association. The

0 was to meet at four o'clock

" the next aftérnoon at the Linden ho-

N while the offices of the press as-
g‘;’“ were in rooms in the floor
" Forest outlined Xis plan and fol-

od It to the lstier, An hour before
eommittee was to meet, he took

: ting machine to the room
eommittes, pluoed it on a table,

his paper and carbons

tha table, lit w cigar and waited
pmbers to arrive. Witen they

*No, the resolutions committes,” au- |

swered Weaver.
“Yon, yes, I knew it was some com-

mittee," rejoined Forest, “Well, I was

sent here to do the shorthand work and

typewriting for the committee.”
“Who njnd you?

“Whby, the seeretary, Mr. Schiller™

“Ob, yes; you mean Schilling. ANl
right. Take s seat, We will need you
after awhile,”

Before long Mr. Schilling appeared.
Upon his arrival he asked Forest who
had sent for him, to which question the
answer “Gen, Weaver” was sufficient to
allay any further questioning on that
puint.  But s memory was

, and soon he asked the question:

“Dida't you formerly live in Milwau-
kee "

“Yer"

“Isn't your name Forest?"

NY‘H

“Haven't you a brother by the nanme
of —— Forest?”

“Yes'"

“What are you doing here?™

“Oh, I"'m court reporter here in St.
Louis."

“What court?

“Why, I report all the inquestsat the
morgue for the coromer.”

And then for awhile all went well,
The preamble of the platform was de-
termined upon and given to Forest to
copy.

“How many copies do you wish?
anked Forest.

He was directed to make one cnr-
bon, but managed to slip in a carbon
for his own use. As a page was fin-
ished, the extra copy was allowed to
drop on the floor and afterwards, while
engaged in discussion of & proposed
plank for the platform, Forest would
plek it up, crumble it Into u small ball,
and shove it into his pocket. Then
came the various planks—the financial,
the good roads, the land, the taxation,
fn fact all those which go to make up
» national political platform. Butina
short time Chalrman Weaver turned to
Forest and anid:

“Ihot michine of yours makes too
much noise, You go intb the next room
with it, and do your typewriting there,
But look out for the newspaper men
und do not give them any informu-
tion."

Then Foreat feared it was all up with
him, He knew that in order to gain ad-~
mission to the next room he would have
to Tun the gauntlet of ‘a half hundred
news men, many of whom would
hawp:mx But there 'qﬁ‘b
tive, and he started for the room with
bis machine. Ho had hardly seated him-
self, when a reporter for the Chicago
Inter Ocenn, with whom he waa ac-
quainted, gained ndmission to his rooxa
and started to talk with him. o’

“¥For God's sake, Frank," sald Fore
Yget away from here and give me a
chance for my life,
newspapers take the report from our
nssociation, and it ix not possible for
you to print that platform in the In-
ter Ocean to-morrow unless you get it
from us, Don't let those eastern news-
paper men, who use the report of the
other associntion, know that Lever saw
& newspaper."”

Not only did tiat reporter comply
with the request, but he warned other
Chleago reporters not to recognize For-
est.. A few minutes more and o re-
porter representing the oppoaition as-
sociation came fn. He was an eastern
newspaper mag, and was not acqualnts
od with Forest.

“What are you doing?” he asked,

“Copying the platform.”

“Let me see it?"

*Oh, no."

“'Say, would you like to make $1007"

“Well, I should say I would."

“Well, you get me a copy of that plat-
form and I will give you $100."

“Not much. You cay’t buy me. I
Inow you. You are one of those news-
paper fellows. You never saw cnough
money to buy a copy of this platform."

The reporter remained for a few mo-
mwents in thought. Seeing that he could
not obtain the platform, he thought he
could have a little fun at the expense of
Forest,

“Are

*Ye v

“Whero are you from "

WKansas,”

you & populist?’ he queried,

Then he called in the other reporters
and endeavored to rouse the ire of the
“Kansas popullst typewriter” by sub-
mitting him to the “guying” process.
But the ire could not be roused just
then. To make matters more ludicrous,
A Dewspaper man rep ting . the
eame press sasociation as did Forest,
waa one of the party. Of course, he saly
that Forest was doing his work, ands
in order to keep up sppearances helped
the opposition reporter in his efforta to
embarrass Forest,

At 10100 o'clock that night the last
plank of the platform had been agreed
upon, and was given to Forest 1o take
to the other room to copy. As he wus
leaving he was asked by Schilling in s
tone of volca loud enough for the whole
committen to hear, if avy of the news-
paper reporters had tried to get the
platf, He d that he had
met thew, but that they had not been
successful. Then Behilling turned to
the others and said;

“Now, gentlemen, you know it is es
sentiol to keep the dolngs of thix come
mitteo wocret. I desire that euch one
of you should realize that, and when ap-

by the reporters, have noth-

10 ssy 10 them. I will not be re-

spousible for the keeping of this plat-
Suwt

All the Chicuge'|

This story would hardly be ¢
however, without referring 1o s
inoid which happened a few h
Iater, About three o'clock ifr the mon
ing, after the night's work was
pleted and it was too late to send
further newa, Forest accompanied a
other reporter for the press associatio
he represented, by the name of Tom
Dawnon, to that somewhat famed rese
taurant in 8t. Louis run by Tony Faust,
Entering the place, he saw his friend
who represented the opposition ausocks
ation who did not get the platform, |
sented ut o table with & number o
newspaper men, J

“Tom," sald Forest, “after we have
supplied the inner man, introduce m
ta that fellow.” y B

“Certainly,” answered Dawsdn, whe
was the same reporter who had been
an amused spectator at the “guying™
process of a few hours before. He took |}
Forest wo the table ot which this
porter sut, and said: ,

“G——, allow me to introduce Yot to I
Mr, Forest, of our Chicago office.” 2

“I am hoppy—" began G——. Theal
he stopped for a moment, and then
mont shrieked:

“Aln't you that Kansus populistia]
typewriter?" |

“Bo 1 have been told.” I,

The following forenoon Forest res
celved six congratulutory telegran
from the Chicngo office. The firxt wak
from the general manager of the
ciation, and read:

“You have done great work In see
ing the platform. 1 personally ocom
gratulate you, and have ordered thag
your sccount be credited with $200
an evidenoe of our substantial app
ution."—Bookkeeper.

LOTS OF GOLD DUST.

The Assay O at Seat w

$ 1
i e

The gold received at’ the Unfted
States assay office nt Seattle, Washy
since June 1, 1900, amounts in value to
over $1,000,000. From information
now st hand it iz possible to make the
certain prediction that the receipts of
the oftice during the month of July will
amount to over $2,000,000.

The receipts for June were increased
by the deposits of gold brought down
on the steamer Rosalie, whieh has just
urrived frem Skagway. There wera
13,500 ounces In nuggets and dust de-
posited in the nasay office in the names
of 55 persons. The approximate value
af the deposits is $210,000, The gold
was all direct from Dawson City and is
purt of the clean-up in that im:sediate
vieinity.

Benedlot Arneld's Route,

Every sportsman that comes this
way in the spring and fall, says =
Eustis (Me.) correspondent of the
Lewiston Journal, will regret to learn
that Nathanlel Hoxle, the well-known
hunter and trapper of this section,
in dead. Nat, as he wos called, was
known all along Dead river, through
Franklin and Somerset countles, When
he firat went into camp at Bigelow
he set about tracing the route of the
army of Benedict Arnold, which route,
as is well known to every school child,
was through the Dend river sectton.
Beginning st the point where Col,
Bigelow was comped when he wend
up on the mountain that bears his
name to see if he could look over Into
Canada, through to the river and
across to the Atean, Nat kept a»
“spotted” line, and he kept the
“blazes” new and bright ecach year.

There Are Such Fools,

“Yes, we had to take Emma out of
school, you know. She fsn't at all
strong, and we feared the application
to study was undermining her health,
It's never wise to permit & young girl
to overexert herself”

It was the fond mother who kpoke,
and the sympathetie neighbor natu-
rally asked what the fnvalid was do-
ing to pass away the time.

“Oh, she's getting a great deal of
enjoyment out of lier bicycle," waos
the reply. “She mate a cemtury run
yesterduy and another about a waek
ago."—Chicago Poat.

Willing Martyrdom.

Solicitous Parent — Evelyn, you'
musto't, ride in this open street gar
much & cold day as this without yo
Jucket. Putiton, child, You will hav8'
poneumonis if you don't.

Miss Evelyn (with sopreme conme
tempt)—What df that? Do yon supe
pose 1'm going to let Mubel Upjohn seo
me wi g & jacket that's 'll‘wt of
aty feago Tribune, B

Se!

% |

mrded Dresses for cnplt'.'
" There jaa young wonan in Washisjgs
ton soc who sells her wardrobe ag
soon as she finlshes with {4 and gives

all that is obtuined in this way to l'
favorite charity., .. . N

once so plentiful has el

me was when great herds of

oamed over the habitable

at with the appronach of men

become more senrce, and

that used to come to gaze

derment at the explorer or

are killed with reckless slaugh-

. The ¢ Roosevelt anid that the

M responsible for the extermina-

“the buffalo, which previously

‘killed faster than the spe-

propugated when bows and

were the weapons used against

extinction of this animal, most

& 1o the American, is mnot

Jdn the animal history. The war

# the elephant in Africa is near-

relentless Decause of the quest

ivory. In India the sporting

officers on vacations has als

kellled off the horned beasty even

gr than tho government rewards

tdentroyed the tigers and the ven-
Bua snalkes.

B¢ problem of to-doy in to protect

fant vanisbing race of animnls

i thelr unequal contest against the

of the hunter. In Amerien game

for buffalo have been ‘es-

d and similar preserves exist

th Africa and in Russla, as well

the parks of wnoblemen mnd

of Europe, Such méasures are,

ger, Ineffectual. The animals pre-

in lose their wild ttaits,

ne are suggested for the

gtion of the wild animals. These

me! peaRons, gun anu game -

rhich would .mit the size of

the forbidding of the

_gertain species altogeth-

¥

period. The
1y Rovie: “that-this
properiy In o matter for an interna-
tional congress, It indorses the sug-
gestion of M. Foa for an internationsl
soologioal peace conference to enact
the necessary measures for the preser.
vation of the animals. It would not
only be a movement of meroy toward
the wild beasts, but it would be =
matter of international concern, in-
osmuch as science is of no national
ity. The preservation of the species
is necessary for the student of nat-
ural history. The mos, dodo and
great auk have become extinet “in
modern times and perished, while
practically upinown to the scientista,
The Quarterly Review truly says that
the new eentury might be inaugurated
most happity by an international
movement of mercy to the bensts,

A Valuable Bervant.

The servant girl entered the room
with noticenble hauteur and awaited
the pleasure of her mistress.

A bright, cheery fire burned in the
grate, a fact which has no direot bear
ing wpon the points to be related, but
which is worthy of notlee as a concurs
rent cireumstance.

“Mary!™
“The voice of the mistress was softly
modulated, os Is osual with mistresses
similarly situated, 2

1 wish to ralse your salury.”

The girl clung to the lace curtains
for support.

“Yes, Mary,” the lady continuned, *I
don't know what we should do without
you. Of course, you have broken
dishes, and all of that, Mary, but the
police protection we've had sinee yon've
been with ux is something immense.
You are a good girl, Mary."

It was & new experience for the do-
mestie, and sbe bad no course but to
leave the room In silence~—N, Y. News,

Swept OF by & Hurricane,

A remarkable effect of the great
hurricane of 1508 in the West India
{slands was the complete disappear-
ance from the island of St. Vincent
of o specion of humming-bicd, which,
previous to the storm, had been one
of the commonest and tamest birds
thint inbabited the island. Other ape-
clea of humming-birds, of a larger
size, survived tho tempest, and are
yet to be seen in St. Vincent, but the
little bronze-grean bLirds with ereoted
crestu, which formerly attracted much
ndmiragion, are all gone~Youth's
Companion.

Miss Gush—Do you uke
musle, Mr, S8ourdropp?

Mr. Bourdropp—Yes.

*0, I am so giad, Do you not find
in it great inspiration, sublime
thought and true beauty?™

“Not exuctly. I like it bocnuse no
bikthering {dlot can beat time 'to 1§
with hisx foot,"—Baltimore American.

The Piace for Wreeks,

He—In the Baltic- sea there are

classical

more wrecks than in any othér place

in the wurld.
She—How about Mopte Carlof—
Tonkets Statesman.

ing of certain arens to,
speelfic

The extraordinary unhealthiness of
some parts of Assum is fully detailed
in u reoent report. In the Surma val-
ley, whioh s estimated to contain about

in the Assam valley there were only
71,081 births and 85,000 deaths.

Japanese clerks have become pop-
ular in London recently and are em-
ployed in & considersble number of
stores. Munufacturers who have given
the Japsnese n trial, however, com-
plain that they are wasteful of mate-
rinl and have no idea of the value of
machinery, They seem to spend all
their spare time studying the English
langunge,

The Hright-Colored Toy Froved am
Attractive Morsel for & Threee
Pound Bass,

“Did you ever feel really sorry for s
finh ¥ said a grag-bearded old fisher-
mun, us he sat on a log at the edge of o
stream and sleeplly watched the red
and blue cork riding the little waves of
the current.

“No, I ean't say that T have,” re-
sponded his sompanion, who was fish-
ing n few yards farther downstream,
relates the Cinclanati Enquirer, “Ev-
erything in fish that gets on my ook,
and ¥ don't believe 1 have ever been
sorey for one yet."

“Well, you hoaven't

Some queer things happen around riv-
srs and lnkes, and when you have been
s intimate with the fluny tribe as
many yeurs an I have been you will very
likely have seen the fish that you felt
jorry for., About 20 years ago I was
cawfping out once on a liftle lake in
Minnesota with my family and s few
mtimgte friends. * One day I was just
getting ready to push my bost out into
the lake for s morning fish. My little
boy was sitting near the edge of the
water playing with some toy in his
lap, His mother was not far awsy, and
anyhow uﬁnur waus so shallow there
that he could have been given only a
little wetting if he had fallen {n. The
boy was most too youug to fish, but
be knew fish all right and had shown
very little liking for them, much to
our surprise.

“Among other trinketsathe little fol-
low had in his lap was a red tin horse
sbout two or three inches long. He
was holding this up in the sunlight,
waving it about and talking to it
Bright things are extremely attractive
to some kinda of flah, you know. Sud-
denly there was a swish and a swirl in
the water just below the boy's feet and
& three-pound bass jumped out of the
water and landed in the boy's lap. The
fish had sprung to swallow the red
horse. The fish Iy gasping in the child’s
lap, and the boy looked half scared to
death, A

* ‘Gradb him, Bobby, grab him quick!"
[ screamed, ot the top of my voloe, But
svidently Bobby did not hear me or
he way too badly frightened or too mad
to obey me, for the next instant he
picked up the fish in his bands, spanked
It twice and throw it back in the
water."

“m—;uw.

Almost all of man's inventions have
been foreshandowed by nature. The
hypodermic syringe with which the
physician injeots morphine into a pa-
tient's arm has its counterpart in the
sting of a bee. The tunnel borer {s an
adaptation of the work of the teredo,
or ship worm. The principal of the
balloon &s found in certain fishes. The
paper-making industry is paralleled in
the building of a wasp's neat. In the
mechanism of a man's body there are
joints and levers similar to those used
in engines. The sutomatic ciling of
surfsces which rub together in an en.
gine Is on the same plan as the lubsi-
sation of joints in our bodies, Man's
nervous systemn resembles the tele-
graph in ita mode of working. The
ball-bearings of o bicyele or automo-
bile are not so very dissimilar to the
hall-jolnts of human hips and shouls
flers. The principle of the lever was
foreshadowed in the long bones of the
human body.—N. ¥. World.

Incentive o Early Rising.

Millcman—You're up very esrly this
morning, Willie,

Willle (without lnoking up from his
peannydreadful)} —Yeh, Mom made me
go 10 bed lnst jest ax Handsome Hank
wonz goin' ter rescue de besuteous
maiden, — Catbolle  Standard and

Times

A RED TIN HORSE. |

Chive. Maybe Mmﬁ'm i

comfortable house with a
and bnd his books and desk
it, 1 visited the house daily,
band's spirit scemed to inved
place. Then I became haunted )
‘thought that I was neglecting my hus-
band. I was enjoying luxury and ease,
Fwhile he was living in a great, cheer
ltuf’:uu.hwlmanl furniture; no I be
gan fyrnishing the house, choosing
the dnpcrie:‘mo bright, 'ur-vl.t:
ing fabrics that he liked best. X alse
bought hooks, rugs but
by und by becsme ann by thi
thought that my hnsband had become
w0 louely that he hnd upon
the spirita of his mothér sod 2
te

as well as two sisters, one a baby,
live with hfm. -
“I bough!  eralle for the haby aixle

of my dear tennnty, and

I wan erylng llke a baby, £
cavetully my lover 3"
my attention to thie living, untilat list
I have decidedsto give the house

which I have rented for so , and In-

stesd of mourning for a desd husband

to be hoppy with a living one.” -

APPEARANCES DECEPTIVE, |
They Luoked Like Dencons, Rut Thelil

“Talk Showaed Them to Beo
Otherwise,

Tn s enr on the Blue Inland express of
the Illinoix Central the other day u pas-
senger sat alongzide s pair of come
muters. Having nothing better to do
he began in his suburban way to sise
them up, wondering who and what
they were, says the
They were both of about t m
and they locked enough to be
brothers, if not twind, They were
dressed in nondesoript clothes of black
and they both wore derby hats of un.
known vintage. They both bad une
kempth cronjes falling upon their shirt
fronts and their arms were full of
household packages after the manner
of good - Tht{' ked very
good. There was a sort bf dissenting
alr about them which made the wateh-
ing man think that they were members
of the Lutheran chureh. He let his fm-
agination stray on till he saw ¢
on Sunday with thelr families about
them in the lttle square meeting.
house taking part with deep devotion
in the exercises, Hé even imagined that
s faint odor of sanctity exhaled from
their persons—that delicate and . in-
definite perfume which comes from
pews and hymn-books.

They talked together in ordinary
tones, which were dimmed by the rush
of the express, Finally whea the train
stopped st Hyde Park he heard one say
to the other: 1

“Yes, he's o mighty good wreatler,
an' if 1'd known jes' how good he was
1'd o tried my steangle bolt on *im, L
allers succeeded with that an' no man
ever downed me yit when onot I get u
chanot t* give "lm my best holt. Him
an’ me's goin” t' have another bout nex'
Sunday fer five dollurs a side an’ you
bet he won't keteh me nappin’ then™

Alrlie’s Anclent Title,

The earl of Alrlie, who way killed In
battle pear Pretoria, at which Lord
Roberts defeated Commandant Bothag
boasted a title 250 years old. For 180

dom in 1039 his snocestors had beem
Barons Ogilvy of Alrlle. David 8

William Drummond Ogilyvy
name. He was born in 1556
the army young, beeoming
at 18 and gradualily rising un
ha becsme polone) of the Twelfth
laneers. Throug!

generution his family hax been
for the gallifitey of its sons,

dead earl was no exoep
Free Brews, s

years before the greation of the enele



