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\\MOl S HOIM.X OVHTEK8 MOVE 
WITH IIHST OA RS OIT OF 

HOI'MA. 

While iKi industry was so severelj 
hit by the strike. of the railroad em­
ployees of the Southern Pacific Co., 
than was the oyster industry of 
Hounia, none was quicker to recup­
erate from the effects of the strike 
The first car to roll out of Hounia 
brought with it llouma. oysters des­
tined to western points. While 
some of the packers continued to 
ship by way of Thibodaux during 
the time of the strike, though at 
great expense., and some made no 
shipments the first day after the 
strike, due to the fact that they had 
s tock on  hand,  o thers  who a n t i c  

ipa ted a long drawn out fight be­
tween the railroad officials and the 
men on the line and were unable to 
gel their oyster fleets in motion in 
time for the first day's shipment, 
were doing a flourishing busin 
the second day and have continued 
to fill large orders ever since. 

There is no doubt that the oyster 
business in Hounia this season is of 
greater magnitude than it has been 
for years. The demand for the 
choice Hounia oyster is growing 
every year and the demand luis ex­
ceeded the supply at times this 
year. This may bo attributed to the 
fact that the oysters are larger of 
size and of finer quality and flavor 
than they have been since the dis­
astrous storm of Sept., 20, 1909. 

As one large packer aptily said: j 
If there Is a man in the oyster 

packing business thin year who does 
not make money, H will be a * 
fTO for tïï&r To ^vê Ii .fir âiia-lo 
do some other business for a live­
lihood." 

TERREBONNE SCORES . 
AT THE STUTE FAIR. 

M>\<; MST OF I'ltIZE WINN Fits 
HKOKJHT HACK in ,MH. MOH-

llOW I'KO.M SHItEVEI'CMîT. 

'KVAIHVC1 l»ÜOM18ES" HA VH THF 
MA \'0|{. WIM, NOT 

AOCFI'T THKM. 

Mayor Wurzlow received last Sat­
urday, from the Railroad Commis­
sion of Louisiana, plans and speci­
fications submitted by tiie Southern 
Pacific Railroad Co., for the pro­
posed new depot for 11oumn. which 
the Southern Pacific Co., througn 
its general Superintendent, Mr. H. 
W. Sheridan, pledged itself to erect 
in 1916. The plans are a distinct 
disappointment to the Mayor, .who 
has labored very hard to obtain for 
Houma a better and more adequate 
depot, in a statement to the Cou­
rier during the week, Mayor Wurz­
low said positively that he would 
not accept the plans as they now 
.ire, which appear to be nothing 
more nor less than a plan which 
contemplates the removal of (he pres­
ent depot from its present site to 

site nearer Main Street, and for 
an extension on either end of the 
depot for the better accommodation 
of the travelling public. The 
building will be a frame structure, 
according to the plans, which will 
not be in accordance with the prom­
ise of Mr. Sheridan made last year 
as a compromise with the town to 
keep the town from carrying their 

aim s  into court in order to force the 
Railroad Co., to erect a brick depot 
m Main Street without delay. Mr. 

Sheridan came before (he Board of 
J Aldermen and told them that if they 
would consent to call the fight off, 
the railroad company would guar­
antee to build a brick depot, at a 
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FfiOW OF OAH IS PO»B»IIN!V|ai 
OF Oil, IWCtARVKS ^ 

MANY. 

pHK WILL COMMENCE ABOVE 
[ HOUMA IN A FEW 
X DAYS. 

And now, ye people who sit under j  j Mr. Joseph Malbrough, water 
the spreading branches of the eVer !fl-v  inspector of Uli« parish, re-

READY TO DREDGE 
THE TERREBONNE 

"God's country. Cod's people and 
(lie land of plenty", is the message 
which Mr. A. A. Morrow, in charge 
of the Terrebonne exhibit at the 
State Fair at Schreveport, brought 
to the people of North Louisiana. 
That the judges of the agricultural 
products considered the exhibit from 
Terrebonne as evidence of that as­
sertion is shown by the number of 

Continued on page eight. :rail 

The Major has returned the 
plans to the Railroad Commission 
with t h e  advice that the City of 
Houma will no! consider them, as 
they are  not in accordance with 
(he agreement made by (lie Railroad 
Co., through its General Super­
intendent. and with the order of the 
Kail road Commission. 

The Mayor states thai he con­
siders the plans and specifications 
submitted by the Southern Pacific 
Co., to be a "trick" of the Com­

pany to evade its promises to build 

a new brick depot on Main Street, 

is he believes the Company has fall­

en down on ether promises made by 

it,  after being ordered to do so by 

the Railroad Commission. For ex­

ample; the making of a new road 

bed and the laying of 85 pound 

& 

IÉ8MN&3 
«s» v < '•  

reen oaks that dot the Court 
square here and there, what have 
you to say about this? The McCor-
mick Oil Co., has brought in a pure 
unadulterated gas well, and the gas 
is pure and bluish, no vegetable gas, 

take it front the fellow who knows 
but a strong flow of good reliable, 

commercial gas. and the pressure is 
about six hundred pounds to the 
square inch. O, ye knockers, open 
up your tool chests. Put away your 
hammers. There's nothing left to 
knock on -unless you wish to ham­
mer away on the naked truth. 

A yell of wolfish delight rent the 
air in twain when  the vaporous pat­
ter announced its pleasure at first 
seeing the light of day. last 
Monday. The workmen and on­
lookers could not restrain their joy, 
and their yell of delight was echoed 
in Houma by those who have waited 
long and are kind. 

The well iR owned principally by 
Mr. William B. Mc Cormick of Cad­
do. who is one of the most success-*, 
ful oil operators in the State. Mr. 

.J. Dupont of Hounia is interested 
in it alao, and has much to do with 
supervising the drilling. 

The well is situated on the prop­
erty of Mr. Alex Lirette below Mon-
tegut. This property has long been 
looked upon by the oil experts aa 
the most logical place to drill for 

commercial teas, free of water, Is the 
strongest indication that has yet 
been discovered of the presence of 
oil. The Mc Cormick people now 
feel that they have reached the point 

in their explorations where they can 

confidently expect to strike oil soon­

er or later. 

I Aim LWD FOR SALE 

Avoyelles Parish.—One mile from 
Elba, four miles from Bunkie; Oije 
half mile from S. P. Road; One 
mile from T. A.- P. Road. Five crops 
a year, sugar cane, cotton, corn, al­
falfa and all truck. All sandy land. 

Apply to 
Percy Saint, 

Franklin, La. 

ttlrned from New Orleans last Satur­
day, where he was called on business 
pertaining to the condition of the 
water lilies in this section. Mr. 
Malbrough was with Major Schultz a 

' part of the time, and was advised 
by him that the dredge boat "De-
latour" which has been assigned by 
the War Department to dredge out 
the Terrebonne bayou, will be in op­
ération within a few days. Major 
Schultz stated that the repairs need­
ed to put the boat in commission 
•lave about been completed and little 

! fiore delay will occur before the 
dredging of the Terrebonne will be 
undertaken, in accordance with the 
provisions of the appropriation bill 
introduced by Mr. Broussard, ap­
propriating fifty-thousand dollars to 
dredge the bayou from its mouth to 
the gulf. 

The work will commence above 
Houma and the dredge will work 
down stream, cutting an eight-foot 
channel all the way. The task will 
be in charge of Capt. Howell, dredge 
k&at engineer, who said when he was 
*0 Hojima several months ago, that 
no attempt will be made bv the 
Government to remove buildings 
aÎOng the bayou banks, as the bayou 

of sufficient width through the 
town of Houma to deepen the chan­
nel without endangering any of the 
gildings from caving banks. 

NO CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATION NEEDED. 

t(of ^ "0 t  knOWn a t  Ul i s  »me whë^r or not there will be any opno-
uary °6  }  

6  P , ' f>S , 'n t  admin i s t r a t i on  'n the primaries which will be held Jan-
) > 6th, t o  nominate democratic candidates for Mayor, Aldermen City 

Courier dn ^P"»™' to that effect Lt.itZZZ/Z 
• .  .  no  nk  t , l a t  a  ticket '  to oppose the existing municipal 

a nnmstranc." will have ground to wage y fight on; and before flfc time 
pset oi ie filing of the names of the candidates for the various 

municipal offices, we believe ail taik of opposition will have ceased. 

in every respect the administration that has governed the affairs of 

Houma dtfiug the last two years has been efficient, meeting conditions 

«Ith wisdom, and so managing the finances of the town as to merit the 

approval of all interests that depend upon the continuance of a well con­
ducted administration. 

J , I T ' b e , " " " o u !  " "  o r  l h e  , t a l  M ; y o r  Wurzlow ,„d the mem tiers the pre»™, Board oi Aldermen .re the met 

proKrseive soverntas body Houma ha. ever had. Though proKre„l,e 
the strictest Bcii»o-n»l radical in an, t h„, r  , l s<  

I '" ' '  t''m!"'""l wi t '1  conservatism nnd common Benne —the kind of admin-
istration 'lie people want to have continued. 

THE SMALL POX EPIDEMIC 

Wmy. 
ÉÛÉfiM 

MUT WILL GOME OFF 
ON THANKSGIVING DAY. 

I'HE ULKS TOURNAMENT FUR­

NISHES EXCITING CON­

TESTS. 

All Elkdom is throbbing with the 
thought, of the approaching "finals" 
of the pool tournament that has 
been enlivening things at the Elk's 
Hall for the past month.. Nothing 
that the local lodge has ever given 
has equaled the tournament in 
stimulating interest in the gentle­
man ' s  game of pool more than this 
tournament. Every afternoon and 
evening the popular Elks' Hall has 

WHY itnEWt r  Co i , r i e r" a  somewhat voluminous explanation of 
smallpox has spread to an alarming extent in Houma, since the 

Health OHicer first became aware of its existence in  the city on October 
10.li,  Dr. Menville according to his own admission, in his own lan­
guage .nadvertently give3  the chief reason for the Courier statement to 
t ie etftct that the health officers took no precautions to prevent the spread. 

ie Doctor said: The Houma Courier in its last issue announces the FACT 
(mark you, Dr. Menville's own words) that smallpox has been 

PAST in  d i f f e r en i  Pa r t8  o f  t hp  r 'a r i sh  a"d that 
authorities have taken action to try to stamp it 

ojit.  This isust. the point the Houma Courier desires to make plain, and 
it is the chief reason why it believed then and it believes now that ade­
quate precautions were not taken by the "Health Authorities" to stamp 
it out. 'But lately" as Dr. Menville says, "the health authorities have 
taken action to try and stamp it out", although it was known by the health 
authorities on October, 10th that a case existed irt Houma. The same rea­
son, we believe, will apply with equal force to the spread of the disease 
throughout the parish. 

If, when the first cases were reported to Dr. Menville, City Health Offi­
cer, the infected houses had been rigidly quarantined—a precaution that 
could have been taken with little expense when there were only one or two 
caeea—the chances for the spread of the disease would have been mini­
mized, and the probabilities are that Houma today would not be in the 

epiJffWrtfcd.« Tgppa* will dlipuu the factthat tt 

(Continued on page 8.: 

Scene from the ' Divorce Question."' 

SPECIALS! 
All of These are Fresh: 

Cranberries, Louisiana Oranges, Fruit Cakes, 

Batterie Syrup, Walnuts, Almonds, 

Citron, Raisins, Dates, Cur-

rants, Orange and 

Lemon Peel. 

WE TAKE ORDERS FOR 
DRESSED TURKEYS. 

IMPORTED SAUSAGE AND 
CHEESE OF ALL KINDS. 

smallpox exists, and 1» the best way of combating the df&easeWhen it be­
comes epidemic; but »h«n the uisease first makes its appearance in a 
community, when the first cases are reported to the health officer, we be­
lieve, and our belief has been confirmed by a number of reputable phys­
icians, that such cases should be quarantined, in order to prevent the di«-
eu ;e from becoming epidemic. 

We believe and many agree with us that if the first cases reported to 
Dr. Men-ille, Parish Health Officer, had been quarantined, when there 
existed only a few case^ in the parish, its chances for spread would have 
been minimized and the parish to day might not be alarmed over the ep­
idemic tiiat. now exists. 

But Dr. Menville, City Health Officer, said: "The Houma Courier does 
know that the City Board of Health ha.< not had five cents to its name 
and every expense made had to be begged for." Here we beg to correct the 
Doctor. No official request was made upon the Board of Aldermen until 
Novf-moer 12th, when the Board convened and invited Dr. Menville to 
come before it.  When Dr. Menville requested an appropriation of three 
hundred dollars with which to combat the disease, then in thp epidemic 
stage, the Board, without a demurring voice, appropriated the money ask­
ed for. Informai talks with any one member of the Board are not ef-
fe, tive, nor business-like. A prompt demand in a proper way brought 
forth the amount demanded. 

We have it from reliable authority that the Parish Health Officer has 
been under the impression that he could not obtain money from the 
Police Jury with which to fight the spread of the smallpox in the parish. 
This presumption is not warranted by facts. There is a small fund at 
hand f~r just such an exigency when smallpox first was reported in the 
parish, aud the Police Jury has never in the past, refused to make ap-
propiiations where the protection of health from spread of disease de­
manded it..  And there was no reason to believe it would have refused 
to aid the health authorities two months ago when the first cases were 
brought to the notice of the Parish Health Officer. 

As far as we have been able to learn,, neither the Parish Board of 
Health 1101 the Municipal Board of Health was ever called together to 
adopt measures to prevent the spread of smallpox nor has either Board 
ever been called together since the disease became epidemic. Although 
the smallpox has been gradually spreading for the past two months, the 
public never once in that time was given official notice of the existence 
of smallpox, except thfough publication of the proceedings of the Board 
of Alarmen only ten days ago. 

This fn itself, we submit, showed a lack of precaution or indifference 
to the safety of the public. 

Dr. Menville, City Health Officer, said further: "It seems that the 
Health Officers herj are splinters in the side of the Houma Courier. I won­
der why?" In the same breath, Dr. Menville said that the Courier could 
Uo them a good turn by asking the City for an annual appropriation of 
$1500.00 in addition to the annual appropriation of three hundred dol­
lars to pay the salary of Dr. Menville, City Health Officer: and another 
annual appropriation of six hundred dollars to pay the "alary of Mr. Fe­
lix Menville, City Sanitary Inspector; and another six hundred dollars to 
pay ûe g. ibage man. All of whom are under the control of the Health 
Office:. 

The Courier certainly will not ask the City for an additional appro­
priation of fifteen hundred dollars annually for the use of the Board of 
Health, when the city is now struggling under a burden of indebtedness 
which taxes the public about as heavily as it is capable of standing. Dr. 
Menville may feel assured, however, that when special appropriations are 
needed to carry on such work as eradicating contagious diseases, the 
Board of Alarmen will at all times come to his aid, if it  is able to do so. 

The Courier desires to make it plain that in its discussion of the small­
pox question, as in the discussion of any public question, it is not guided 
by prejudice or personal feeling. The editor of the Courier has long en­
joyed the acquaintance of both the City and the Parish Health Officers. 
He has played pool with the one and enjoyed many a pleasant chat j  with 
the other, and he wishes no ill to either. Questions of public importance 
should oe discussed frankly and openly. The Courier has frequently crit­
icized the acts of officials, some of whom are warm personal friends Of the 
Courier editor. While it makes mistakes at times, as all papers and ail 
persons do, it has never refused to correct an error ne* right a wrong. 
At the same time it has not permitted fear of personal antagonism to in­
terfere with its right of free speech, or its duty to the public. 
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