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La. (Continned on page 8.)

sertion is shown by the number of bed and the laving of 85 pound

Jontinued on page eight rails

Scene from the “Divorce Question.”

SPECIALS!

All of These are Fresh:

Cranberries,

Batterie Syrup,

Citron, Raisins,  Dates,

m:s

Lemon Peel.
L]

WE TAKE

IMPORTED

Lcuisiana Oranges,

Fruit Cakes,
Walnuts, Almonds,
Cur-

‘Orahge and .

ORDERS FOR

DRESSED TURKEYS.

SAUSAGE AND

CHEESE OF ALL KINDS.

AN.&

b. DUPONT.

NO CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATION NEEDED.

Winle it j8 not known at this time whether or not there will be any oppo-
tion to the prosont administration in the primaries which will be held Jan-
nary, 6th, to nominate democeratic candidates for Mayor, Aldermen, City
Marshall and Chier of Police, rumors to that effect notwithstanding, the
Courter does not think that a “ticket” (o oppose the existing municipal
adminigtration will have ground to wage g fight on: and before e time
has elapsed for the filing of the uames of the candidates for the varfous
municipal offices, \:w- belipve all talk of opposition will have ceaged.

In every respeet the administration that has governed the affairs of
Houma d##ing the last two vears has becn efficient, meeting conditions
with wisdom, and so managing the finances of the town as to merit the
approval of all interests that depend upon the continuance of a well con-
ducted administration.

It may be said wlthout' fear of the stateme

nt being reruted that Mayor
Wurzlow and the members of the present Board of Aldermen are the most
progrssive governing body Houma has ever had.
the strictest sense

Though progressive in
their administration has
been tempered with conservatism and common gense —the kind of admin

not radical in any senge

Istration the people want to have continued,

THE SMALL POX EPIDEMIC.

In his * Anewer to Conrier” a somewhat voluminous explanation of

WHY smallpox has spread to an alarming extent in  Houma, since the

Health Officer first beczme aware of ity existence iy the city on October

10th, Dr.  Menville according to his own admission, in his own lan-

zuage, inadvertently gives the chiof reason for the Courier statement to

the erfect that the health officers took po precautions to prevent the spread.

| 'he Doctor sald: The Houma Courier in its last issue announces the FACT

(mark you, Dr. Menville's own words) that smallpox has been

existing for SOME TIME PAST in different parts of the Parigh and that

bt LATKLY the health authorities have taken action to try to stamp it

opt.”  This is Just the point the Houma Courier desires to make plain, and

it I8 the chief reason why it believed then dnd it believes now that ade-
Guate préeautions were not taken by the “Health Authorities"” to stamp
I out. *But lately” as Dr. Menville says, ‘“‘the health authorities have
taken action to try and stamp it out”, although it was known by the health
authorfties on October, 10th that a case existed i Houma. The same rea-
son, we bglleve, will apply with equal force to the spread of the disease
throughout the parish.

I, when the first cases were reported to Dr. Menville, City Health Off}-
cer, the Infected houses had been rigidly quarantined—a precaution that
could bave been taken with little expense when there were only one or two
s apsmad at the 4 SIS Bads beew

Ty

*malipox exists, and“is the best way of combating the dfefite when it be-
comes épldemic; but whon the disease first makes its appearance in a
community, when the first cases are reported to the health officer, we be-
lieve, and cur belief hus been confirmed by a number of reputable phys-
icians, that such cases should be rfuurnnthwd. in order to prevent the dis-
buse from becoming epidemic.

We believe and many agree with us that if the first cases reported to
Dr. Menville, Parisl: Health Officer, had been quarantined, when there
existed only a few case« in the parish, its chances for spread would have
been mirimized and the parigh to day might not be alarmed over the ep-
idemic that now exists,

But Dr. Menville, City Health Officer, said: “The Houma Courier does
know that ibe City Board of Health ha: not had five cents to itg name
and every expense made had to be begged for.”” Here we beg to correctthe
Doctor.  No official request was made upon the Board of Aldermen until

Novempier 12th, when the Board convened and invited Dr. Menville to

come before it. When Dr. Menville requested an appropriation of three

hvadred dollars  with which to combat the disease, then in the epidemic

stage, the Board, without a demurring voice, appropriated the money ask-

ed for. leformal talks with any one member of the Board are not ef-

fective, nor business-like. A prompt demand in a proper way brought

forth the amount demanded.

We have it from reliable authority that the Parish Health Officer has

beeu under the impression that he could not obtain money from tha

Police Jury with which to fight the spread of the smallpox in the parish.

This presumption is not warranted by facts. There is a small fund at

hand for }ust such an exigency when smallpox first was reported in the

parish, aud the Police Jury has never in the past, refused to make ap-

propiiations  where the protection of health from spread of disease de-

wanGed . And there was no reason to believe it would have refused

to aid the health authorities two months ago when the first cases were

broughi to the notice of the Parish Health Officer.

As lar as we have been able to learn, neither the Parish Board of
Health nor the Municipal Board of Health was ever called together to
adopt mcusures to prevent the spread of smallpox nor has either Board
ever been called together since the disease became epldemic. Although
the smallpox has heen gradually spreading for the past two months, the
public never once in that time was given official notice of the existence
of sinailpox, except thfough publication of the proceedings of the Board
jof Aldermen only ten days ago.

Thiz I {tself, we submit, showod a lack of
to the safety of the public.

Dr. Menyille, City Health Officer, said further: “It geems that the
Health Officers her: are gplinters in the side of the Houma Courier. I won-
der why?" In the same breath, Dr. Menville said that the Courier could
do them a good turn by asking the City for an annual appropriation of
$1500.06 in addition to the annual appropriation of three hundred dol-
lars to pay the salary of Dr. Menville, City Health Officer: and another
annual sppropriation of six hundred dollars to pay the valary of Mr. Fe-
lix Mcnville, City Sanitary Inspector: and another six hundred dollars to
pay tic . .Imzl-. nian.  All of whom are under the contro] of the Health
Gfficer.

The Courier certainly will not ask the City for an additional appro-
priatior of fifteen hundred dollars annually for the use of the Board of
Health, when the city is now struggling under a burden of indebtedness
which taxes the public about as heavily as it is capable of standing. Dr.
Menville may feel assured, however, that when special appropriations are
reeded to carry on sveh work as eradicating contagions diseases, t]ie
Pourd of Aldrmen will at all times come to his aid, if it is able to do so.

The Courier desires to make it plain that in its discussion of the sm.all-
pex question, as in the discussion of any public question, it is not guided
by prejudice or personal feeling, The editor of the Courier has long en-
joved the acquaintance of both the City and the Parish Health ﬂff‘.i"t".r-"-
He has played pool with the one and enjoyed many a pleasant chat with
the other, and he wishes no ill to either. Questions of public importance
should ve discussed frankly and openly. The Courier has rreq'uemly erit-
icized the acts of officials, some of whom are warm personal friends of the
Ceuricr editor. While it makes mistakes at times, as all papers and all
persons do, it has never refused to an error ner right a wrong.
At the same time it has not permitted fear of personal antagonism to in-
torfere with its right of free speech, or its duty to the public.

precaution or indifference

correct
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