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ITEMS OF INTEREST.
Personal and Literary.

-Mr. Dudley Buck is writing the mu-
sic to the libretto for a comic opera by
Mr. W. A Croffut.

-The feature of the February number
of Macmillan's Magazine is King Cety-
wayo's story of the Zulu nation and the
Zulu war.

-Mr. Bret Harte, it is reported, is
about to resign his Consulate and return
toA America. The German climate has
not agreed with him, and he has been
far from well.

-- John C. Robinson, known as the
lightning proof-reader, of the New York
Sun, who died the other day, used to
read a proof-sheet aloud at the rate of
696 words a minute, or 41,760 words an
hour.

-Mrs. Oliphant. who has serials now
running in both Frazer's and Macmil-
lan's magazines, is probably the most
prolific of living writers. Within the
last three years she has published five
or six works- several of them being
three-volume novels-in addition to
editing the "Foreign Classics for English
Readers." She is now writing a novel
with Scotch scenes and characters.

-Mr. Wm. Black, the popular novel-
ist, writes with great facility and rapid-
ity, though he spends but litte time in
consecutive composition. He often
writes in a day the result of the obser-
vations of a week passed in seeming idle-
ness. He is said to have accomplished
an enormous amount of journalistic
work at the time he was writing his
earlier novels.

-Miss Mary Sprague, the author of
the bright novel An Earnesl Trifler, is
an Ohio girl of twenty-two or twenty-
three, whose experience in travel has
scarcely extended further than from her
home to Boston, where she was a guest
at the Holmes breakfast. On her re-
turn she beamed for a few days on New
York, and enjoyed greatly its society,
amusements, a few agreeable private
entertainments, etc., etc. She is rather
slight in figure, has a pleasant face, is
perfectly simple, graceful, bright, and
witty, and does not in the least affect
hose of azure tint.

-- Gilbert, the playwright, is as practi-
cal in the management of stage affairs,
as he is fanciful in the construction of
dramas. Drilling a Philadelphia com-
pany for the production of his "Pi-
rates," he insists upon every actor doing
the business of his part just as he is in-
structed, and demands as much atten-
tion to detail from a chorus singer as
from a vocalist. He is lithe, restless,
witty, persistent but polite. No drill
master Is more exacting. No French
dancing-master more affable. And he
gets all the work accomplished that he
desires.

Seleane and Industry.
-The peanut crop of Virginia, Ten-

nessee and North Carolina is estimated
at about 1,88.5,000 bushels-an increase
of about 500,000 bushels over last year.

-Ice-cutting on the Kennebec in
Maine employs 25,000 laborers, who
have just had their pay raised from
$1.25 to $1.60 per day.

-Palmetto paper manufacture is so
successful in Florida that twenty mills
are to be established in various parts of
the State, where the material is plenty
and transportation easy.

-Manufacturing clothing in Chicago
gives employment to 30,000 people, and
the value of the goods made is $15,000,-
000. This industry has doubled in four
years.

-The Swiss exports to the United
States in 1879 show an increase of 15,-
000,000 francs on those of 1878, the
chief items of increase being cotton
goods, watches, and embroidery.

-Leipsic, Germany, has put on the
market colored inks, which may be used
for writing labels on glass, iron, mar-
ble, mother of pearl, and metal. The
writing is done with a goose-quill, and
when dry, adheres so firmly that it can
not be removed by any liquid. Four
different colors are made, black, white,
red, and blue.

-A new industry has been started
in Flushing L. I., that of constructing
houses in sections which can readily be
put together with movs•ble pins. No
plaster is used, and the buildings are
neatly finished inside, the boards and
beams being beaded and polished. The
houses range in price from $800 up-
ward, and are chiefly shipped to the
West Indies.

-The oldest turpentine fields north
of Newbern, N. C., are well nigh
abandoned, the industry having been
largely diverted to the more productive
pine forests of South Georgia. But
there are, according to the Raleigh Ob-
sertver, immense tracts of virgin pine
forests in the southern belt of
North Carolina, capable of supplying
Wilmington with naval stores for a cen-
tury to come.

-Herr Hambruch has patented in
Germany a revolver lead pencil, con-
taiing three, four or more leads in a
separate partitioned tube, placed
eccentrically to the outer case, and
capable of being turned round in differ-
ent positions, so as to bring different
leads suosessively opposite to the mouth
of the pencil. A plate, with aperture,
in the outer case allows passage of only
one lead at a time.

-In a work on the principles of light
an color, the author, Dr. Babbitt, con-
lends that if a yellow or amber colored
bottle of water be exposed to the sun-
hlight a while, the water within. will be-
come medicated so that it will act as a
laxative and animating principle gen-
erally, while the water exposed inm blue
bottle will act as a nervine, astringent,
and narcotic. The experiment can easi-
ly be tried.

--The Baptist theologleul seminaries
in the United States have 450 young
men stadying for the ministry.

-From April 1, 1879, to January 1,
1880, the receipts from donations and
legacies of the American Baptist Mis-
aimnary Union amounted to 59,616.66.

-The McKendree Methodist congre-
gation at Nashville, Tenn., since the
burning ot their new church edifice has
used the Jewish Temple, kindly offered
by the Israelites of Nashville.

-The teachers in the primary depart-
ments of the nine Leadville schools re-
ceive $60 per month, and those in the
intermediate departments get $70. The
schools are excellent in work and spirit.

-It is stated that since 1870 Missis-
" sippi has spent upon Alcorn University
and the two colored normal schools the
sum of $290,700. This is exclusive of

r the expenditures for the colored public
i schools.

e -A committee of Wisconsin teachers
recommend that no State certificate be
granted to any person except upon cx-
Samination, and then not until after he
has successfully taught.for at least five

n years.
-The Italian teachers propose to or-

e ganize a mutual benefit association, as
k there is ' no preparation by the State
0 or otherwise for the support of super-

annuated teachers, or those who have
n been broken down by earnest and faith-

ful work in the school-room."' -Superintendent Stone, of Spring-

t field, has obtained good results from
written tests demanded on the spur of
e the moment from public school pupils.

e It is an excellent way of judging of the
penmanship and of the intellectual read-
Iness and accuracy of the pupil.el -The expense of the public schools

of the city and county of New York last
1- year was $3,805,147; amount of school1- tax paid by the city in 1879, $1,354,103;

amount received from the State, $591,-
n 689. The total number of children

r: taught was 264,163, an I the salaries of
teachers amounted to $2,664,686.

Poreign Notes.

is -Mr. Eugene Schuyler, the American
Consul in Rome, is living in the Altemps
Palace, where he is about to entertaini M. and Mme. Waddington. It will be

remembered that Mr. Schuyler marriedF- Mme. Waddington's sister

ar -The inspectors of factories in Prus-
st sia are working hard to put down infant
e-labor. At Berlin thirty-three factories

have ceased employing children, and in
the others there are only nine under
fourteen years of age. The same has
been the case in nearly all the provinces,

is notably in the district of Frankfort-on-
d the-Oder.
ct -A railroad is to be constructed be-

tween Otaru and Sapporo, in Japan,
under the supervision of Mr. Crawford,
an American engineer. The Tokio
Times says: " The enterprise will be
an Amercan one in every essential par-

i- ticular, and the opportunity will be af-
forded of comparing or contrasting the
methods employed in the United States
and those of English builders."

S -The Prince of Wales is retrenching
his expenditure, which has been cut
down one half in each of his residences.

h The time, however has come when the
assistance of the Prince has become
le necessary, not in the serious adminis-
tration of the Government, but in the
entertainment of those who govern.
The Queen has opposed this assumption
for the last three years, but at length
consents to deposit in his hands, if not
' theglobe and sceptre, at all events the
visiting list and Lord Chamberlain's

r. book. The responsibility is not of mere
in evening receptions or garden parties,
10 but involves the more serious business ofin banquetings and royal feasts, and the

Prince, who has been compelled to re-so duce his expenditures through heavy
is debts contracted in this very task, re-

of quires a supplement to his income. Al-
ty though it is known that, in addition to

her immence income she has laid aside
o 5,000 ,000. and could easily afford this,id her faithful Commons are to be asked

i,. to vote for it.

Odds and Ends.

d -When a grocer retires from busi-
ness, he weighs less than he did before.

-- The Oil City Derrick says that all
the inventors in the world will never
produce a machine to tell a woman'sage.

Ae -An old bachelor wants to know if
da scolding woman with her mouth shutr- can be arrested for carrying concealed
7l weapons.

-- Tlhere isn't so much on a due billSas there is on a show bill, but a man
Ur will lok at it longer and think about it

e, oftener.-lreA , r/yc.

-" This is a sad commentary on thed boasted civllizatioi and Christianity of
g our age," despondently murmured a
e tramp when he discovered that the hamJo he had stolen at twilight from the front

re of a grocer's was a wooden one.
id -Sanctum revelations by the Cincin-

e nati Enquir r:
p. Whn the long haired lhnv poet In't preasnt,

ie When the wild -eyed ome,-- -eeker ikn't t here,

Their places then are tilled by tli-ds less
plenaant,

th , never can you fndi vnaent chair,
len tile sc~atdttlized maidell anid Iher foes

rh .\n not pr'•seti to shhot veoI If they c.an,
i There are other illen anld women,, then, to

bother--Ae .'n editor Is not a happy man.
at -- " Woodworker," an Indian Chief,

- says he has never seen a gray-haired
ie Indian in his life, and he has seen some
of over ninety years old. It is because an
ig Indian has no trouble, no worriment,
a- or any thing that way. His wife chops

all the wood, builds the fires, goes toin market at daylight, stones tramps out

-of the front yard, and blacks his boots.

a And he is not tormented by tax collect-
d ors, gas bills, and lightmng-rod ped-
d dlers. Let an Indian start a twenty-r four-column daily paper in a six-column

t town to fill a long-felt want, and his

h hair would turn gray in one night.-
SNorristovmn Her -

y--Our friend, Mr. F., has a youngster
in his employ who is destined to be one
of the bright and shining lights amongt the coming men, if his brilliant pros-
' pects do not end in smoke. The otherd day his employer detected the fumes of

a fragrant Havana proceeding from the
room where the boy was in the habit of

Seating his dinner. Upon investigating
Sthe matter he found our hero-ifthbiSsubject warrants the appellation-seated

upon a barrel, complacently smoking
- the remains of what was evidently a

"twenty-five-center." "How's thisP"
says Mr. F., "aren't you rather extrav-
agant in your tastes, young man?"

S"Ob no, sir," says young hopeful, not
g at all disconcerted, adding, in a oonfi-

dential and impressive manner: "I
tell you what it is, Mr. F., I've got theI best butt route in Boston. It takes in

-the Parker House and the wholeof Court

Square."- Yowocob Strouse.

TWO SIDES TO A FROLIC.

A Story for the Young Folks.

Bert was on one side of the fence and
the boys on the other. His hand was on
the gate but he had not quite made up
his mind to open it.

"Oh, come on," said Val Morton.
What is the use of moping in the house
such a splendid night as this? Come on
and have some fun."

"I ought to study my Latin," said
Bert, reluctantly, as he remembered the
long, dry lesson.

*-Bother the Latin; it's no use, any
way. I'd like to see any body getting
those irregular verbs out of me," said
Will Moore.

Bert laughed a little at the idea of
getting any thing out of Will's brain,
that never had much but mischief in it,
and then he slowly opened the gate,
drew a long breath and went out. It
was a glorious night, with just enough
frost in the air to make it cool and crisp,
while the white moonlight almost re-
vealed the colors of the maples that had
been flaming all day in the hot sun-
shine.

" Where are you goingP" asked Bert.
"Oh, just around town," said Val

carelessly, and at that moment they
came opposite to l)r. Parker's gate,
which stood a little way open. In an
instant Val lifted it off the hinges and
laid it in the gutter.

" Teach him to keep his gate shut,"
laughed Will," and Bert laughed, too,
though he felt ashamed of himself, for
every body ltUed Dr. Parker.

A few blocks further on were some
wooden steps at the edge of the side-
walk. Will gave Val a nudge, and
with one stout tug the steps were
upset.

"That's too mean," said Bert.
"Suppose some one should step off
there?"

",Pooh!" said Val, "it is light as
day, and nobody ever does go down
there except old Bijah, when he is in a
hurry for his grog. Serve him right if
he pitched over."

Bert knew he was in bad company,
but he was beginning to enjoy the ex-
citement of the adventure, and when
Will proposed that. they should carry
off the sign from a little shop, and
fasten it to the horns of Mrs. McPher-
son's cow, he was ready to lend a hand
himself. Old Whitey, who was peace-
fully chewing her cud, was easily coaxed
into an alley with a handful of turnips
pulled from her owner's garden; and
before she realized that any mischief
was intended, she found herself blun-
dering about with aboard fastened over
her face. The sign read, " Dressmak-
ing and Fine Sewing; all kinds of Hair
Work. Ladies' Hair Dressed in the
latest styles."

The toys laughed so much over this
that they were in danger of being found
out. But at last Bert said he must go
home and that ended the frolic for the
night.

In his own room he tried for a little
while to fix his mind upon his lesson,
but soon found himself laughing at the
thought of the figure the cow would
cut, and wondering where they would
find her in the morning; so he tossed
the book aside and went to bed. This
was one side.

The other side began the next morn-
ing, when, with Bert's first waking
thoughts, came a consciousness of the
unprepared lesson, and a dismal fore-
boding of failure, that brought him to
the breakfast-table in any thing but an
amiable mood. His father was not
there, and Aunt Margaret explained
that he had been called away to see a
patient.

" It's that smart little Johnny Col-
lins; he's twisted his ankle dreadfully;
worse to managee than a broken bone,
your father says, and may lay him up
half the winter."

"How did it happen ?" asked Bert,
absently.

"That's the worst of it," said Aunt
Margaret: "some mischievous boys,
that ought to be sent to the Reform
School, upset the steps in front of the
house."

Bert was wide enough awake now, and
staring at Aunt Margaret with fright-
ened eyes as she went on.

" Bijah wentoff on one of his drinking
sprees, and his wife was so anxious for
fear he'd lain down somewhere on the
track that she sent Johnny out to look
him up. He ran out of the gate, boy
fashion, and made a rush for the steps,
never noticing that they were gone till
he pitched down the bank with his foot
twisted under him. He must have
fainted and lain there some time before
he managed to crawl back, and they
didn't send for your father till morning.
It does seem too hard for that eoor wom-
an. Johnny wa~s her only dependence,
and such a nice boy."

Poor Bert was fairly sick with horror
at the unlooked-for result of the mischief,
for though he had made a feeble protest,
he had really sanctioned it by his
presence, and he knew that his father
would say he was as much responsible
as any one. His father! must he
know itP Could be ever hold up his
head again if such a disgrace came up-
on him?

"I'll never tell him," thought Bert;
"it would not do the least good now,
and it would nearly kill him. I'vedone
with those boys, though, and with such
frolics as they are up to."

But it chanced that Bert was not to
have his own way about this matter.
That evening when he came home
I smarting under the mortification of fail
ure in his lessons, and a #nse of re-
morse and shame at his own folly, his
father called him into his tudy. For
the first time in his life Bert really
dreaded an interview with his father,
and when he saw upon a chair the hair-
dresser's sign which he had helped to
fasten upon Mrs. McPherson's cow, he
was ready to sink with shame. His
father talked to him quietly, telling him
that for some time the neighborhood
had been annoyed by the mischievous
and malicious tricks of a set of boys,
until some of the residents had deter-
mined that they w~uld discover them
and make a public example of them.

"If it could have been done sooner it
would have saved a great deal of suner-
ing to an innocent boy, but pernaps
some serious warning was needed for
those who do not hesitate to sacrifice
their best friends to what they call fun.
This morning Dr. Parker called me into
his garden and, after showm~ me the
mischief done to his choice vines and

plants by some creature that had tram-
pled over them, he told me that he
found Mrs. McPherson's cow in the d
grounds with that sign tied to her horns.
The gate had been taken from the
hinges, and the animal had apparently
been driven about to do as much dam- i
age as possible. It seemed almost in-
credible that any one would have the I
boldness to avow such a piece of vil-
lainy."

Bert sat with his eyes fixed upon the
sign, unable to move or speak, but at
that instant he saw, written in pencil at
the top of the board: " Complrments of
Bert Andrews."

" How mean," he exclaimed, angrily:
" That is some of Will Moore's work."

" My boy," exclaimed his father,
looking as if an immense burden had
been lifted from him. "I shall be the
happiest man in town to know that you
had no hand in this rascally business."

Then Bert's heart fell again. He
thought he had only shared in the fun,
but he suddenly realized that his com-
panions had so contrived that he should
also bear the disgrace and the blame for
the unlooked-for results.

After all, it was a relief to both fa-
ther and son when the whole story was
told. Bert was relieved at having made
a full confession and feeling himself re-
stored to his father's confidence, while
his father was glad of the assurance that
his boy had not been guilty of malicious
mischief.

" Nothing more fortunate could have
happened to you than this very first ad-
venture should bring you into trouble,
for remember, my boy, that the acts
themselves would have been just as dis-
graceful if things had not resulted as
they did. The law does not trouble it-
self about intentions, but holds us re-
sponsible for the mischief which results,
or which might be expected to result,
from our acts."

" Father," said Bert, presently. " I
hate to have the boys think I told of
them."

" They seem to have had no scruples
about telling of you," said his father.
"I shall certainly go to their fathers
and do what I can to save them from
certain ruin. As for you, Bert, I advise
you to go and have a talk with Dr. Par-
ker."

Bert never reported his conversation
with the good old minister, but they
shook hands very cordially as they
parted, and the Doctor was often heard
to speak of Bert as a " fine manly fel-
low."

Bert likes fun as well as ever, but he
has a habit of looking very cautiously at
a frolic, to be sure there are not two
sides to it, before he ventures in-an
excellent habit to form.-Emily Hun-
tington Miller, in Church and Hor.e.

A Bachelor's League.

Many highly respectable men in
London about thirty years ago, as the
Punch files tell us, had become thor-
oughly impressed with the idea that
something ought to be done to relieve
themselves from certain social duties
which had been gradually growing more
and more onerous. After some can-
vassing among the interested persons it
was finally decided to form a League of
Bachelors, and as the members of that
league were endeavoring to escape
from responsibilities which are noto-
riously shirked by the young men
of to-day, we shall perhars interest our
feminine readers by transcribing a few
of the rules which were laid down
for a London society almost a gener-
ation _go, and which are likely to' be
revivedsbefore long on this side of the
water:

1. Every bachelor joining the Lea ne
is to cancel all previous engagements.

2. Every bachelor having subscribed
for five years to the League, and who,
by misfortune, shall have incurred a
matrimonial engagement, shall be
defended against any action for breach
of promise, and thus saved from the
shame and misery of going through the
Court of Hymen, which is too fre-
quently another name for the Insolvent
Court.

3. Connected with the League it is
intended to establish a Bachelor's In-
surance Office, to insure single men
against marriage and flirtation, on the
same principles as are usually applied
to death and lire. Any member having
visited willfully a house with more than
two marriageable daughters, will, in
the event of the calamity of marriage
befalling him, be recorded in the same
light as fclo de se, and his policy will be
vitiated on account of the very bad
policy that will have guided him. Any
bachelor falling-into matrimony-by
his own hand, as in the case of a written
promise to wed, will be deprived of all
the benefits of his insurance, and every
applicant proposing to be insured must
answer the following questions, among
others that will be proposed to him:
What is your age next birthdayP At
what age had your father he misfortune
to marry your mother? Have you
been afflicted with the German or other
mania? Are you subjected to senti-
mental fitsP Have you been addicted to
the writing of sonnets? Or have you
ever suffered from the cacoethes scriben-
di in any shape, or at any time whatevr-
er? Have you at any time in your life
been a victim to the fluate, or any other
deadly-lively instrument? Have any of
your near relations fallen in love at any
time, and if so, have they recovered, or
have their cases ended fatally?

If these questions are all answered in
sa atisfactory manner, any member of

the Bachelous' League may insure any
amount under $5,000, to be paid within
three months of the melancholy termi-
nation of his .ingle career, on proof of
wedlock having actually overtaken him.
The insurance against flirtation or fire
can be effected where the applicant is
more than ordinarily inflammable, and
watering-places in the season, balls and
picnic parties must be considered as
doubly or trebly hazardous, and charged I
accordingly.-Boston Times.

Tnats was more businea done in
the commercial and financial eircles of
this country during November, 1879,
than during any mouth belore in the
history of this oountry. The bank
transactions f evof erl cities for the
month foot up the enormous aggregate
of $4,300,66,523.

CaHrEP CooKzIs.- One cupful of sug-
ar, one cupful of t'ick sour cream, one
teaspoonful of saleratna, salt and flavor;
mix very soft and bake in a qamck oven

THE UNIHAPPY CZAR.

A Pea-and-Ink Sketch of Alexander of
Russia.

[From the London Truth.1

The feeling which comes uppermost
in the mind of any one who sees the
Czar for the first time is one of sincere
pity. He is a large, ox-eyed man, evi- t
dently of good intentions, but with a i
look of sadness and perplexity in him. I
His voice is harsh as the grinding of at
coffee-mill out of order, for an affection I
of the throat, under which he has long
suffered, renders speech painful to him. i
lie would have made a very amiable
private gentleman, and could have got
far more ease and amusement out of I
life if he had handed all the botheration I
of government over to his brother Con- e
stantine, who has a taste for that sort
of nonsense. He himself could hardly 1
have wanted to reign. He-is subject to i
melancholly periods of hypochondriasis, I
during which existence seems but a
dreary blank to him. He is haunted by
fears of sudden death and by the dread
of assassination. At these times he 1
moons about on apparently solitary
walks with a large dog, but there is
always a policeman handy to keep the
sacrilegious from approaching him.
When well he devotes much of his time
to tailoring, changing his costume with
much stolid perseverance, and he likes
to be attended by a hump-backed privy
councillor, who acts as foil to his fine
figure and sets it off, for he is a well-
built man, tall and straight, though
rather too German in the rotundity of
certain of his curves.

When his Majesty is in the humor he
plays a good deal at cards with his own
chums, and it is rather a good thing for
these gentlemen, for whenever any one
of them is in want the Czar will lose to
him the sum of which he stands in need,
as a delicate way of giving it, and this
method of bestowing substantial favor is
perfectly understood among them.

The Czar is a good shot, and has done
some grand things on bears. He some-
times wears a pelisse which once cov-
ered a fine bear he brought low with his
own hands, and it has been so exquis-
itely dressed that it is valued at about
2,000, which is even more than is ever
paid either for the sable or the black
fox. He can ride, too, though not in the
English fashion, and he would be puz-
zled by a sharp burst across the country.
Lately his physicians have recommend-
ed him to walk.

His personal appearance is excellent.
He stands and marches well. He shows
to advantage in uniform, though for sev-
eral years he has willingly clothed him-
self in mutti. His manners are those of
a gentleman, and there is something
extremely sympathetic about him. He
produces the impression that one would
like to know him better, if only he were
not an Emperor. It is this unfortunate
circumstance which takes the amiability
out of him, sets him upon his dignity,
and gives a certain funnine a to his as-
pect. His father really could be digni-
fied, but he can't. There is a chubbi-
ness and nervousness in his proceedings
upon great occasions which reminds one
more of a drum-major or fugleman of
landwehr than an autocrat.

Formerly the Emperor, as might be
expected from one of his lethargic
temperament, was averse to moving
about; latterly he has been troubled by
a perpetual restlessness. He lives very
plainly and his table is sparsely served.
A beefsteak for breakfast, a roast
gelinotte and salad for his dinner form
the staple of his fare. His appetite is
not robust, and he sleeps badly.

There was a caricature published in
St. Petersburg shortly after his accession
which represented him as a droschky
driver in the state that droechky drivers
usually are after dinner. His hat was
pulled over his eyes and his horses were
galloping wildly on the road to "Re-
form." Behind him was the Grand
Duke Constantine, saying, "Gently,
brother. I am the fare." Still the
Emperor laughed; he laughed, too,
when a piece was played in the Court
theater exposing the corruption of his
officials, and a very fine piece it was.
Then somebody shot at him and shat-
tered his nerves forever. He fell into
a sort of panic, trying hastily to undo
all he had done. He had new
gyves put on writers: he ordered some
awful cruelties in Poland. Be tried to
win back his sulky nobles. It was all
in vain, and now he is thoroughly flus-
tered and frightened right out of his
senses. lis only chance of peace and
happiness would be abdicatng and a
year's yachting without newspapers. At
present he is worried into a fever every
morning by a summary of all the un-
pleasant things which have been printed
about him for the last twenty-four hours
throughout Europe. It is prepared by
a special precis writer appointed for the
purpose, and his Majesty takes care that
it shall spare him no pang of this self-
inflicted torture, for he will not trust a
professional diplomatist to do it lest he
should gloss over the truth and endeavor
to make things pleasant for promotion's
sake. A Baron Herder, a connection of
Stelglitz, the banker, not long ago per-
formed this delicate service, and perhaps
does so still. The King of Yvetot was a
happy monarch; the Emperor of Rus-
sia is not. Surely, times must be
strangely altered.

-A gentleman living in the northern
part of the county has been so unfortu-
nate as to have lost five excellent wives.
SHe lately determined to erect a tomb-Sstone at the head of each, commemorat-

ing her virtues, and has only been de-
terred from so doing by the expense at-
tending the carrying out of the design.
Yesterday he came to the city, a happy
thought having struck him, and arranged
Sfor the tombstone. The five wives were

buried side by side in the same grave-
I yard. This is thehappy thought: The
l Christian name of each wife to be on a
I small stone-"Emma," "Jane," "Mary,"
I " Margaret,"" Elisabeth "-a hand, cut

on each stone, pointing to a large stone
in the center of the lot, and undaer each
hand, "For epitaph see large stone."'-I Indicnapois Jourmal.

-As soon as inkis sp•iled, sprinkle
on common fine salt until the spot is
covered. Let it remasn half assour.
Thebabrrsh the aml up with a dean
brash and wash the spot with eler,
warm water, two or three Sime.

FowLs fed on- bookwheet ae of n
flavor.

BIG GUNS AIRyI.

?he Most Preposterous Tonly .e .

•From the New York Sen.1

Since the great naval powers a
world went into the eomnat
to see which should bnif•d
biggest, most powerful and
heavily plated ironclads, a •dSthem with the most tire k

guns, the cost of navies, always
mous, has rapidly increased. t1 e .
it of thickness of armor a vessel .t
carry, and of the size of the yI"
which may he forged, not yet habm If been reached, the longer the

lasts the greater will be the expeaw
each successive ironclad.t When England essayed to beat 1

world with the Inflexible--a nacre
strike terror--taly accepted the
lenge and laid down the Duiltio sad Q3 Dandolo, which left her behind be~ho

r respects armor and armament. *$
I Infeiihle's two turrets have in gak

s two eighty-one ton rifles. In theI nr the Italian vessels are rifles of i1
* tons, throwing shots weighing a
e and a quarter. But even with tb
huge floating batteries, at which Este journals look in alarm, the Itallaast

R not satisfied. They have gone to wbgi
s to build two others which will far q.

I strip them.
e The Duilio and the Dandolo are

- 339 feet long and sixty-four feet
t They draw twenty-six feet, have alt,

f placement of 10,650 tons, and are
en by engines of 7,500 indicatede power at a speed of fourteen knots.

n the Italia, no building at Castel

r and the Lepanto at Leghorn, are
e feet long, seventy-four broad, aade•
o draught of thirty feet, while their
I, placement is 13,480 tons, and their

s gines of 18,000 horse-power are to
s them at a speed of sixteen knotsl If

take as many years to complete u•
e Duilio took, somewhere about 1810
,- shall read of their trial trips, sa•

told that guns of 200 tons or
s abouts, which may be ready by
i- time, are mounted in their turrets
it ready to throw tons of iron far
r the nine miles which are the ra~•

k the present 100-ton guns.

e We see, therefore, that the English
flexible, which is just completing, is
r. a puny thing in comparison with

I- ships Italy now has and is eo

and that if England wishes to keep
t. in the ironclad race it must not

a beat the Inflexible as she beats the Rr- rior, but also outstrip the Italis
i- Lepanto in armor, armament,

di power and speed. Even the Duil.
-

g cost $4,000,000, and every time one
e her guns is fired $200 worth of

d and iron is shot away. Her

e ers carry 1,280 tons of coal, and to
.e her at sea a Prince's revenue woulMy required. When it comes to the
r, Italian ships we must greatly swell

s- enormous figures.
i- An idea what it costs to bulld

i- maintain in repair a modern navy

s tries at all to keep up with the times,
e furnished in the report of the A
f ant General of the British Navy

1878. In 1873 comparativel
e sense reigned in the British ad
c and only $4,000,000 was spent ia

g construction of ironclads andn
y vessels. But such an outcry was
y over the decline of the navy that is

1. this expenditure was increased by
it per cent., and in 1878 it had rsS
n over $14,500,000. On ironclads
is over $9,500,000 was spent in 1878.

yet to-day there is not in the
n navy an armored ship which the

n Italian constructions do not put isy inferior place; and if the Italia

-s Lepanto are to be accepted as thea necessities and the highest types

a ironclad, the English navy is even
s- more or less antiquated.

d What it has cost' to build the

:, ironclads, which are still scarcely a
e able for use, and which woulds, about keeping very near the D)uileo

t naval contest, is shown by a fewis The Dreadnaught and the In
i. which at the close of 1878 were
t- pleting for sea, had alread

o respectively $2,875,000 and $2.
o and the Temeraire, still incomplete,w eaten up about $2,500,000. In 1

e also, the item of repairs alone ofo armored and unarmored amonatel
1I over $5,250,000. Secor Robeson

-not have thought much ofis away with all that money on the

d of tinkering up his rattletraps, btr3
a a startling sum to spend in asingl

-

Lt. for repairs of ships.
y The figures show us how eno

i- costly a modern navy is even when
d honestly managed, as it is in
r 'And the expense, as we have
y steadily increasing, as the pre
te contest between guns and armor,
tt armor and armor, goes on. Not
- is the cost of the materials used i•

a building much larger than it wflese merly, b`ut all the requirements ofd
r err naval warfare are of the m0*t
's pensive character. A whole fleet
f once have been put to sea for

r- now cost to build and equip a
i Italia or a Lepanto. And yet what

a the nations which are pouring
5- this money to show for it in the
s actual results accomplished in wa.

when and where in the gigatitl
of the last fifteen years have gre•t

n clads contributed in any impor•t-
-gree to the issue of the contest?

BAaueD CAsDAoS BaL.--•MSt- large, firm cabbage, boil whole i1
e- and water till tender enough to es
t- not to fall to pieces; then lay is

.water till ready for use, or unt•
vly cold. Take the leaves from
without breaking them, lay threeSarre together open on the table usle

a- have a dozen piles. Fry an
se chop fine with remainder of the

a leaves, season lightly with salt s
" per, and mix in a pound of •h•h

it soned sausage meat, make iat
oe and lay them on your cabbage
h roll the cabbage leaves aroud

and tie firmly with a soft stIg
them in a baking-pan with hal• a
stock or gravy, and bake for 20

le in a moderately hotoven.
is -Queen Victoria Is the • -.-

r. silver-gilt casket in whlhh re
in containing locks of hair of thste
r, cers who fell at lIsandula. .Mas

is engraved with an "-In-
and th name of the officer,

i. with the date of his death. TlW ,-

was ordered by the Queen.


